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SINCE  the  firft  appearance  of  my  traiif* 
ktion  of  Ariosto  in  the  year  1783^ 

I  have  had  firequent  occafions  to  obierve  tha^ 
Plough  die  verfion  has  been  honoured  with  the 
public  approbation^  yet  die  number  of  thofe 
who  haveperuied  the  Orlando  Furioso  is 
feWf  compared  to  thofe  who  have  peruied  the 
Jerusalem   Delivered.     The  truth  kp 
that  the  bulk  of  Ariofto's  work  is  no  litde 
difcouragement  to  the  generality  of  readers; 
a    poem  of  forty-fix   books    is  \|iot   eafily 
•ncounteipd.      But    a    greater    and    more 
feafi>nable  objection  to  Arioib  lyiifes  from 
Vol.  L,  a  the 
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the  defultory  manner  of  his  narrative^  and 
from  the  frequent  and  perplexing  interrup- 
tions in  his  flories. 

Though  many  readers,  from  a  prediledion 
for  works  of  imagination,  will,  notwithftand- 
ing  every  difficulty,  travel  with  great  de- 
light through  the  pages  of  Ariofto,  yet  there 
are  likewife  others,  who  having  been  fami- 
liarized  to  the  more  regular  compofitipn  of 
Taflb,  will  feel  the  above  objedion  in  its  full: 
force.  However  thcfe  may  be  captivated 
with  the  general  variety  of  the  poem,  or  may 
acknowledge  the  merit  of  the  feveral  parts, 
yet  ihould  ihcy  find  their  memory  unpleafantly 
burthened,  or  their  attention  unnecefTarily 
diflradted,  they  may  probably  lay  aiide  the 
book ;  for  the  mind  that  ieeks  only  relaxation 
and  amufement,  will  not  often  condefcend  to 
employ  its  powers  in  developing  the  intricacies 
of  fiftion. 

On  theie  principles  it  has  been  faid  hf  fe-^ 
veral,  that^  they  have  repeatedly  perufed  the 

Jerusalem^ 
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Jerusalem,  but  cannot  get  through  the  Or- 
lando, and  they  are  therefore  naturally  fur- 
prifed  at  the  extravagant  praifes  beftowed  by 
many  of  the  Italians  on  Ariofto,  in  preference 
to  Taflb.  I  reniember  that,  while  engaged 
in  my  tranflation,  I  was  once  afked  whether 
it  would  not  be  poffible  to  reduce  the  poem  of 
Arioflo  to  fuch  method,  or  order,  as  might 
give  a  clear  and  comprehenfive  view  of  his 
ftory.  At  that  time  the  propofal  ftruck 
me  as  a  matter  extremely  difficult,  if  not  alto- 
gcther  imprafticable,  the  feveral  parts  of  his 
narrative  and  incidents  appearing  to  be  fo 
ftudiouily  blended,  as  not  to  be  difen tangled;  at 
leaft  without  fuch  an  arrangement  as  no  licenfe 
of  tranflation  could  authorize. 

It  might,  on  this  occafion,  be  fuggeftqd  by 
fome,  that  a  feledion  of  paflages  from  this 
poem  would  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  public; 
and  indeed,  in  an  age  abounding  with  col- 
Icdtions  of  disjointed  parts  of  authors,  under 
the  denomination  of  Be  auties,  disj^Sii  mem-- 
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ungrateful  offering  to  every  lover  of  Ariofto, 
and  to  every  poetical  reader:  the  firfl:  will  not 
iufely  be  difpleafed  to  find  that  poet,  whom  he 
lias  fo  long  admired^  fet  in  a  more  ilriking 
competition  with  the  Iplendid  writers  of  the 
ancient  and  modern  epic;  while  the  latter, 
perhaps  too  haftily  prepoffeffed  with  an  opi- 
nion  of  the  great  fuperiority  of  Taffo,  may  be 
induced  to  conmience  acquaintance  with  a 
poem,  which  in  point  of  intereft,  invention, 
and  imagery,  may  often  at  leaft  contend  with 
his  favourite  Jerusalem.  It  has  been  faid 
by  Dryden,  that  Taflb's  ftory  is  not  fo  pleafing 
as  Arioftp*s ;  and  fuch  opinion  may  poffihly 
appear  not  wholly  without  foundation,  when 
the  various  and  delightful  fidljons  of  Ariofto 
are  linked  in  a  more  regular  chain  of  con-. 
n?xion. 

Confidering  myfelf  emancipated  from  all 
reftraint  of  a  tranflator,  I  have  taken  every 
liberty  that  feemed  conducive  to  the  end  pro- 
po£ed.     I  have  omitted  feveral  of  the  tal?s,  to^ 

gethcr 
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gethcr  with  the  long  and  tediotis  panegyrics 
on  the  families  of  £fl^>  and  other  aUufions  to 
Italian  hiflory.  The  occafional  licentiourneis 
of  the  original  being  too  generally  confefled, 
all  the  offenfive  paffages  were  foftened  in  my 
tranflation,  but  in  the  following  publication 
they  are  entirely  rejeded. 

The  reader  will  likewile  obferve  that,  iri 
this  edition,  feveral  lines  of  connexion  are  in-^ 
ferted,  and  that  Ibme  few  liberties,  which  werd 
deemed  neceffary  upon  the  prefent  plan,  have 
been  taken  in  the  management  and  difpofition 
of  the  fable  and  incidents,  particularly  in  the 
account  of  Angelica  being  carried  off  by  the 
people  of  Ebuda,  and  in  the  adventure  of  JSran* 
dimart  at  Rodomont's  bridge. 

Having  introduced  this  celebrated  Italian 
to  my  countrymen,  with  all  his  native  wildncfs 
and  irregularity,  which  alone  can  give  a  full 
idea  of  his  genius  and  character,  let  me  hope 
that  I  (hall  not  be  thought  reprehenfible  by 
his  warmcfl  admirers,  for  having  thus  adopted 

the 
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the  only  method  that  feemed  wanting  to  maktf 
thcpofwere  of  his  poetry  more  univedally  &}$ 
and  acknowledged. 

In  the  profccution  of  my  dcfign,  I  have  ex- 
perienced an  addittonal  fatisfa^on  by  the  dif- 
charge  of  a  new  kind  of  duty  to  my  author;  as 
it  is  imagined  that  many  readers  may  from  the^ 
prefent  book  be  kd  to  a  knowledge  of  the^ 
beauties  of  this  wonderful  poet,  to  whi^h  they 
might  ever  have  remained  fkrangers  in  the 
original  form  of  his  poem* 


ERRATA. 

Vol.  I. 
Page  127,  Ven  62— At  once  of  ring,  of  fhield,  of  (teed  beref^ 

ReaJ 
At  once  of  ring  and  flying  fteed  beieft. 
fage  155,  Ver.    5  i-<-OIinero«  rtaii  Olivero. 
'—  429*  —    1 93-— knight,  r^^  night. 

'  Vol.  II. 

P«ge   71,  Ver.  428— to,  rftf^fo. 
*-    320,   —   565— Bali&rdo  rr^  Bali&rda. 
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The      argument, 

Orlando,  with  Angelica,  whom  he  had  conduced  from  India,, 
arrives  at  the  camp  of  Charlemain.  Angelica  is  taken  from 
Orlando  by  the  emperor,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  the  diffen- 
tion  between  Orlando  and  Rinaldo,  and  given  to  the  charge 
of  Namus.  Angelica,  on  the  defeat  of  the  Chriftians,  flies 
from  the  c^mp  :  fbe  meets  with  Rinaldo  and  Ferrau :  com- 
bat between  thefe  knights.  Appearance  of  the  ghoft  of 
Argalia.  Meeting  of  Sacripant  and  Angelica.  Sacripant  is 
overthrown  by  a  ftrange  knight.  Coqabat  of  Rinaldo  ancl 
Sacripant.  Angelica' flies.  The  rivals  are  parted  by  en- 
chantment. Rinaldo  fent  on  an  embafly  to  England,  is  caft 
on  the  Ihore  of  Scotland  j  he  delivers  a  lady  from  ruffians,  an4 
Ijears  the  ftory  pf  Geneura,  0ie  king's  daughter, 
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DAMES,  knights,  and  arms,  and  love !   the 
deeds  that  fpring 
From  courteous  niinds,  and  venturous  Feats,  I  fing ! 
What  time  the  Moors  from  Afric*s  hoftile  ftrand 
Croft  the  wide  leas  to  ravage  Gallia's  land. 
By  Agramant,  their  youthful  monarch,  led,  5 

In  deep  refcntrhent  for  Troyano  dead, 
"With  threats  on  Charlemain  t*  avei?ge  his  fate, 
Th'  imperial  guardian  of  the  Roman  ftate. 

Nor  will  I  lefs  Orlando's  afts  rehearfe, 
A  tal?  nor  told  in  profe,  nor  fung  in  verfe;  10 

Who  once  the  flower  of  arms,  and  wifdom's  boaft. 
By  fatal  love  his  manly  fenfes  loft^ 
If  (he,  for  whom  like  anguifh  wounds  my  heart. 
To  my  weak  (kill  her  gracious  aid  impart, 
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The  timorous  bard  (hall  needful  fuccour  find,  15 

To  end  the  tafk  long  popder'd  in  his  mind. 

Vouchfafe,  great  offspring  of  th*  Herculean  line. 
In  whom  our  age's  grace  and  glory  fhine, 
Hippolito,  thefe  humble  lines  to  take. 
The  fole  return  your  poet  e'er  can  make  ;  ao 

Nor  deem  the  labour  poor,  or  tribute  fmall  \ 
'Tis  all  he  has,  and  thus  he  offers  all ! 

Here  'midft  the  braveft  chiefs  prepare  to  view, 
(Thofe  honour'd  chiefs  to  whom  the  lays  are  due?) 
Renown'd  Rogero,  from  whofe  loins  I  trace  %^ 

The  ancient  fountain  of  your  glorious  race  : 
So  you  awhile  each  weightier  care  fulpend. 
And  to  my  tale  a  ple^s'd  attention  lend, 

Orlando  ftill  the  powerful  flame  confefs'd 
Of  love  long  cherifh'd  in  his  noble  breaft,  30 

Tor  fair  Angelica,  the  peerlefs  maid, 
Whofe  fire  but  late  Albracca's  fceptre  fway'd  j 
Her,  for  whofe  fake  his  arms  fuch  wreaths  obtain'd. 
In  Media,  T^tary,  and  India  gain'd. 
Now  to  the  v/eft  his  royal  charge  he  led,  35 

Where  Charlemain  the  tented  legions  fpread. 
And  near  Pyrenees  hills  his  ftandard  reared. 
Where  France  and  Germany  combin'd  appeared, 

That 
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That  Spain  and  Afric's  nionarchs,  to  their  cofl:> 

Might  rue  their  vain  defigns  and  empty  boaft :       40 

This^  iummon'd  all  his  fubjejfts  to  the  field, 

Whofe  hand  could  lift  the  fpear,  or  falchion  wields 

That,  once  again  impell'd  the  Spanifh  race 

To  conquer  Gallia,  and  her  realm  deface. 

And  hither  to  the  camp  Orlando  drew,  45 

But  foon,  alas !  his  fatal  error  knew. 

How  oft  the  wifeft  err !  how  fhort  the  Ipan 

Of  judgment  here  beftow'd  on  mortal  man ! 

She,  whom  fi-om  diftant  regions  fafe  he  brought,. 

She,  for  whofe  fake  fuch  bloody  fields  he  fought,    50 

No  fword  unflieath'd,  no  hoftile  force  apply'd, 

Amidft  his  friends  was  ravifh'd  from  his  fide. 

This  Charles  decreed,  the  difcord  to  compofe. 

That  'twixt  Orlando  and  Rinaldo  rofe : 

Each  kindred  chief  the  beauteous  virgin  claimed;    55 

Deep  hatred  hence  each  rival  heart  inflam'd : 

The  king,  who  griev'd  to  fee  the  knights  engage 

With  fatal  enmity  and  jealous  rage, 

Remov'd  th'  unhappy  caufe,  and  to  the  care 

Of  great  Bavaria's  duke  Confign'd  the  fair }  60 

Yet  promised  he  fllould  bear  the  maid  away. 

His  valour*s  prize,  on  that  important  day, 

B  3  Whofe 
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Whofc  arm  could  bdft  the  Patgan  troops  oppofe^ 
Aad  ftrow  the  f^ngume  plain  wkh  Ufckfe  |bes. 
But  Heaven  difpers'd  tjiele  hopes  in  effif  jy  wiiid:  65 
The  Chriftian  bands  th'  inglorious  field  refigniM; 
The  duke,  with  many  a  chi^f,  was  prifoncr  madc> 
The  tents,  abandoned,  to  the  foes  betxajfd. 
.  The  damfel,,doom''d  to  yield  her  blooming  chaiTns,^ 
A  recompenfc  to  grace  the  viftor's  arms,  70 

With  terror  feiz'd,  her  ready  palfrey  took. 
And,  by  a  fpeedy  flight,  the  camp  ferfook. 
As  through  a  narrow  woodland  path  fhe  ftray'd. 
On  foot  a  warrior  chanc'd  to  meet  the  maid: 
irhe  fhining  cuirafs,  and  the  helm  he  wore,         .   75. 
His  thigh  the  fword,  his  arm  the  buckler  bore  > 
While  through  the  woods  jjie  ran  with  fwifter  pace 
Than  village  fwains  half  naked  in  the  race.  . 
Not  widi  fueh  hafte  the  timorous  maiden  flies. 
Who,  unawares,  a  latent  fnake  eipies  >  8a 

As,  when  Angelica  beheld  the  knight. 
She  turn'd  the  reins,  and  headlong  urg'd  her  flight*^ 
This  was  the  Palaifiri  for  valour  known. 
Lqrd  of  mount  Alban,»  and  duke  Amon's  fon, 
Rinaldo  nam'd,  who  late,  whciT  fortune  croft  85. 

The  Chriftian  hopes,,  his  ft«ed  Bayardo  loft. 

Soon 


Jooit  I.  O  R  L'  A   N  D   O*  y 

Soon  as  his  eyes  btheld  th'  approaching  faif^ 
Full  well  he  hg^^  chat  fofc  enchanting  air^ 
Full  well  he  knew  that  face  which  caused  his  iinart> 
And  held  in  love's  ftrong  nee  his  nnahly  heart.         go 

Meantimt  tft*  affrighted  dantfcl  threw  the  reins 
Loofe  on  hi^r  eowfer's  n^cky  and  fcow^d  the  plains; 
All  pale  and  treitiUing,  ftruck  with  deep  dtfinay^ 
She  let  h«r  flying  paHre^  choofe  Ac  Way  i 
Till  on  a  river's  bardfe  Ferrau  fte  view'd,  ^^ 

Who  left  the  fight>  with  duft'  and  fweat  bfedcw'd. 
And  here  with*  cooMhg  ftreams  his  fliirft  allayM ; 
When  lo !  gt  fiidden  ehance  the  warrior  ftay*d : 
For  where  the  flood  its  circling  eddies  tof!:> 
His  helmet,'  fonk  anflidft  the  lands,  was  loft*         loo 

Now  to  the  ilream  the  panting  virgin  flies, 
And  rends  the  air  with  fupplicating  cries  >^ 
The  Pagan  warrior,  ftarded  at  the  found, 
Leap'd  from-  the  Ihore,  arid  caft  his  eyes  around,- 
Till,  earneft  gazirlg,  as  Ihe  nearer  drew,  lo^' 

Though  pale  with  dread,  the  trembling  faJjr  He  knew  i 
Then,  as  a  knight  who  courteous  deeds  profefs'd. 
And  love,  long  fince,  enkihdled  in  his  breaft  i 
Dauntlefs  her  perfon  to  defend  he.  fwore. 
Though  on  his  head  no  fencing  helm  he  wore?      iio 
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He  grafp'd  his  fword>  and  mov'd  with  haughty  ftridc 
To  meet  Rinaldo,  who  his  force  defy'd. 
And  oft  had  each  the  other's  valour  try'd. 

And  BOW,  on  foot,  oppos'd,  and  man  to  man. 
With  (words  unfheath'd,  a  dreadful  fight  began 5    i  Jfj 
In  vain  did  plate  and  mail  their  limbs  enclofe. 
Not  mafly  anvils  could  refill  their  blows. 
While  thus  each  gallant  chief  his  prowefs  trie$> 
Her  palfrey's  feet  again  the  virgin  plies. 
At  his  full  flxetch  fhe  drives  him  o'er  the  plain,     i  ao 
And  feeks  the  fhclter  of  the  woods  again. 

Long  had  the  knights  contended  in  the  field. 
Nor  either  knight  could  make  his  rival  yield  5 

When  now  Rinaldo  mifc'd  the  royal  maid. 
And  firft  his  valorous  arm  fi-om  combat  ftay'd.      125 
While  thus  on  me  your  thoughtlefs  rage  you  turn. 
We  both  (he  cry'd)  have  equal  caufe  to  mourn  j 
If  yonder  dame,  the  fun  of  female  charms. 
Has  fiird  your  glowing  breaft  with  foft  alarms. 
What  gain  were  yours,  fuppofe  me  prifoner  made,  1 30 
Or  breathlefs,  by  the  chance  of  batde,  laid  ? 
How  (hall  your  arms  enfold  the  lovely  prize. 
For  while  we  here  contend,  behold  flie  flies ! 
Firft  wifdom  bids  fecure  th'  unrivall'd  fair. 
And  let  the  fword  our  title  then  declare.  135 

Ferrau 
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Ferrau  afienting  heard ;  and  either  knight 
Agreed  awhile  t*  adjourn  the  bloody  fight : 
Nor  yef  the  courteous  pagan  prince  would  view 
Brave  Amon's  Ion  on  foot  his  way  purfue,   * 
But  on  his  fteed  behind  the  warrior  plac'd,  140 

And  by  the  track  the  flying  damfcl  traced. 

O  noble  nminds,  by  knights  of  old  poffefs'H ! 
Two  faiths  they  knew,  one  love  their  hearts  profefe'd; 
Yet  while  their  limbs  the  fmarting  anguifh  feel. 
Of  ftrokes  inflidted  by  the  hoftile  fteel,  145 

Through  winding  paths,  and  lonely  woods  they  go. 
And  no  fuipicion  their  brave  bofoms  know. 
At  length  the  horfe>  with  double  fpurring,  drew 
To  where  two  feveral  ways  appeared  in  view  5 
When  doubtful  which  to  take,  one  gentle  knight  1 50 
For  fortune  took  the  left,  and  one  the  righ^ 

Long  through  the  devious  wilds  the  Spaniard  pafs'd^ 
And  to  the  river's  banks  returned  at  laft ; 
The  place  again  the  wandering  warrior  viewed. 
Where  late  he  drop'd  his  cafque  amidft  the  flood :  155 
A  tall  young  poplar  on  the  banks  arofe ; 
From  this  a  branch  he  hew'd  and  lopt  the  boughs : 
A  flake  thus  fafhion'd  with  induflrious  art. 
He  rak'd  the  river  round  in  every  part : 

When, 
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When,  riiing  from  the  tpoobkd  brook,  was  feen    160 
A  youth  with  features  pa^le  smd  ghal%  ttMti : 
Above  the  circling  ftreanri  he  raised  his  breaift ; 
His  head  alone  wais  bare,  aB  arni'd  the  reft  5 
His  better  hand  the  fkf al  helmet  bore. 

The  helmet  that  in-  vain  was  fought  before :  165 

Full  on  Ferrau  he  turned  with  threaiiening  look, 
And  thus  the  ghoft  th'  aftonilh'd  knight  bei^ke. 

Wretch !  does  this  helm  perplex  thy  faithlefs  mind, 
A  hielm  thou  fhould'ft  have  long  ere  this  refign'd  ? 
Remember  fair  Angelica,  and  view  176 

In  me  her  brother,  whom  thy  weapcm  flew. 
iDidft  thou  not  vow,  with  all  my  arms,  to  hide 
My  cafque  ere  long  beneath  the*  whelming  tide  ? 
Though  bafely  thou  haft  faiPd  thy  plighted  word. 
See  jufter  fortune  has  my  own  reftor'd :  175 

Btit  if  thou  feek'ft  anorfier  helm  to  gain, 
-Seek  one  that  may  no  more  thy  honour  ftairt : 
Seek  one  fecur*d  with  ftronger  tempered  charms  j 
Such  has  Orlando,  fuch  Rinaldo  arms : 
Mambrino,  this  j  Almontes,  that  poflefs'd  -,  1 80 

By*  one  of  thefe  thy  brows  be  nobler  prefs'd. 

The  Sancen^  beholds  with  wild  affright. 
The  ftrange  appearance  of  the  phantom-kni^t ; 

His 
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His  utterance  faik,  his  Itairs  Uke  briftka  lifi^ 
And  ^m  his  chedL  the  heaMiful  colour  flies :       185 
But  when  he  hears  Argalia^  wIkhr  he  Qew^ 
( Argalia  wa3.  the  name  the  warrior  knew) 
Reproach,  his  tainted  faith  and  breach  of  fame. 
He  burns  widi  rage,  and  glows  with  confciau&  fliame  ; 
And  by  his  modier's  life,  Lanfuia,.  vow^  igf> 

To  wear  no  fencing  head-piece  o'er  his  brows. 
But  that  which  fem'd  in  Alpranwnt  of  yore> 
From  fierce  Almontes'  head  Orlando  tore. 

Rinaldo,  who  a  diiFerent  path  had  try'd. 
As  fortune  led^  fijll  foon  be£bre  him  ipy'd  1 95^ 

His  gallant  courfer  bounding  o'er  the  plaia^— 
Stay,  my  Bayardo,  ftay — thy  flight  teftram : 
Much  has.  thy  want  to-day  perplex'd  thy  lonL— 
The  fteed,  regardlds  of  his  mailer's  word. 
Through,  the  thick  foreft  fled  with  fpecd  rcnew'd^  ojOO/ 
While,  fir'd  with  added  rage,  die  knight  purfu'd. 

Still  fair  Angelica  afixigHtcd  fpeeds 
O'er  favage  wildSy  and  unfrequented  meads  ^ 
Starts  at  the  leaves  that  niftie  with  the  wind. 
And  thinks  the  knight  purfues  her  dole  behind.     20^ 
So-  when  a  fiwn  or  kid,  by  chance  efpies 
His  haplefs  dana  fome  furious  leopard's,  prizcv 

o  Far 
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Far  from  the  dreadful  fight,  with  terror  chacM^ 
From  grove  to  grove  he  flies  with  trembling  hafte> 
While  every  bufh  he  touches  in  his  way,  aio 

He  thinks  the  cruel  favage  gripes  his  prey, 

Unconfcious  where  fhe  pafs'd,  that  day  and  nighty 
With  half  the  next,  the  damfel  urg'd  her  flight. 
At  length  fhe  yieVd  a  lovely  fylvan  fcene. 
Where  two  clear  rivulets  fed  th'  eternal  green ;     ai^ 
Along  the  fields  they  roll  their  eafy  tide. 
The  flones,  with  murmuring  noife,  their  pafTage  chide* 

Here  lighting  on  the  ground,  fhe  loos'd  the  reins. 
And  gave  her  fleed  to  graze  th*  enamell'd  plains. 
Not  diftant  far,  an  arbour  flruck  her  view,  220 

Where  flowery  hert>s  and  blufhing  rofcs  grew: 
Clofe  by  the  bower  the  glafly  mirror  flowed : 
The  bower  within  a  cool  retreat  beflioVd, 
Where  nature's  hand  fb  thick  the  branches  wove> 
No  fight,  no  fun  could  pierce  the  dufky  grove  s     22$ 
A  rifing  bank,  with  tender  herbage  fpread. 
Had  form'd  for  foft  repofc  a  rural  bed. 
The  lovely  virgin  here  her  limbs  composed. 
Till  do,wny  fleep  her  weary  eyelids  clos'd. 
Not  long  fhe  lay,  for  foon  her  flucnbcr  fled,  230 

A  tranripling  fteed  her  fudden  terror  bred : 

When, 
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I 

When,  rifing  filcnt,  near  the  river's  fide, 

A  graceful  warrior,  fheath'd  in  arms,  fhe  fpy'd, 

Th*  approaching  ftranger  now  his  fteed  forfook. 
And  ftretch'd  his  carelefs  limbs  befide  the  brook,  235 
His  arm  fuftain'd  his  head,  and,  loft  in  thought. 
He  feem'd  a  ftatue  by  the  fculptor  wrought. 
Till  fighs  began  to  breathe  and  tears  to  flow. 
That  rocks  and  trees  might  foften  at  his  woe. 

Ah  me!  (he  cry'd)  whence  comes  this  inward 
fmart,  240 

Thefe  thoughts  that  burn  at  once  and  freeze  my  heart  ? 
What  to  a  tardy  wretch,  like  me,  remains  ? 
With  happier  Ipeed  the  fruit  another  gains. 
Since  then  I  neither  fruit  nor  flowers  enjoy. 
Why  Ihould  her  love  in  vain  rny  peace  dcflroy  ?  245 
Sweet  blooms  the  virgin  like  the  fragrant  rofe 
Which  on  its  native  ftem  unfuUy'd  grows ; 
Where  fencing  walls  the  garden  fpot  furround. 
Nor  fwains,  nor  browzing  cattle  tread  titie  ground : 
The  earth  and  ibreams  their  mutual  tribute  lend,  250 
Soft  breathe  the  gales,  the  pearly  dews  defcend : 
Fair  youths  and  amorous  damfels  with  delight. 
Enjoy  the  grateful  fcent,  and  blefs  the  fight. 
But  if  fome  hand  the  tender  ftalk  invades. 
Loft  is  its  beauty  and  its  colour  fades :  255 

No 
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No  more  the  care  of  heaven,  or  gardoi's  boaft. 

And  all  its  praife  with  youdis  and  cknnfels  loft. 

So  when  a  maiden  grants  fome  favoured  fwain, 

The  prize  by  many  lovers  fought  in  vain. 

Her  empire  fades  5  the  power  flie  pnce  poflefa'd,  260 

She  forfeits  foon  in  every  rival  breaft,  ]- 

While  others  triumph  in  each  fond  defire, 

Relentlefe  fortune  !  I  with  want  expire. 

Then  fhake  this  fatal  beauty  from  thy  mind;, 

And  give  thy  fruidefs  paffion  to  the  wind—  265 

j^.h !  no— this  inftant  let  my  life  depart, 

3Ere  her  dep.r  form  is  banifti'd  from  my  heart. 

If  any  feck  to  learn  the  warrior's  name 
Whofe  mournful  tears  increased  the  running  ftfeam, 
*Twas  Sacripant,  to  haplcfs  love  a  prey,  1276 

Whofe  rule  Circaffia's  ample  realms  obey : 
For  fair  Angelica  his  courfe  he  bends 
From  eaftem  climes  to  where  the  fun  defcends  5 
For,  pierc'd  with  grief,  he  heard  in  India's  land 
With  Brava's  knight  *  fhe  fought  the  Gallic  ftrand.  275 
Himfclf  that  fatal  conflift  had  beheld, 
When  Pagan  arms  the  Chriftian  forces  quelPd : 
Since  then  through  many  a  winding  track  he  ftray'd. 
And  fought,  with  fruitlefs  care,  the  wandering  maid. 

*  Orlando. 

While, 
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.  While^  gneying  thus^  in  doleful  ikte  he  lieS|     s8q 

The  tear^  like  fountains  gufhing  from  his  eycs^ 

Angelica  attentive  hears  his  moan, 

Whofe  conftant  paffion  long  the  fair  had  known ;  ' 

Yet^  cold  as  marble,  her  obdurate  breafl 

No  kindly  jMty  for  his  woes  confefs'd:  ^85 

As  one  who  treats  niankind  with  like  difdam, 

Whofe  wajrwyd  love  no  worth  could  e'er  obtain : 

^ut  thus  with  perils  qlos'd  on  every  fide, 

She  thinks  in  him  that  Fortune  might  provide 

A  fore  defence,  her  champion  and  her  guide.     ^90 

:'  • .  Then,  fuddcn  iffuing  from  the  tufted  wood, 

"  >  j5<M&fs'd  in  open  %ht  the  virgin  ftood ; 

-:-.:'J^  on  the  fcene^  from  cave  or  painted  grove, 
•\Lf.jil|:|)ears  .Diana,  or  the  queen  of  love. 

/7i^\'  Struck  with  the  vifion,  Sacripant  amaz'd  295 

■ '  Pn  fair  Angelica  in*  rapture  gaz'd : 

■ 

Not  widi  fuch  joy  a  mother  views  again 
i  darling  pfFspring,  deem'd  in  battle  flain, 
ho  few  the  troops  without  him  home  return'd, 
d  long  his  lofs  with  tears  maternal  mourn'd.      500 
he  lover,  how  advanc'd  with  eager  pace, 
'^'-  V^Q  clafp  his  fair  one  with  a  warm  embrace : 
i^^^  While 
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While  flie,  far  diftant  from  her  nafive  feat, 
Refus'd  not  thus  her  faithful  knight  to  nmeet. 
With  wl>om  flie  hop'd  ere  long  her  ancient  realms 
to  greet,  J05 

Then  all  her  ftory  flie  at  full  exprefs'd, 
Ev*n  from  the  day,  when  urg'd  by  her  requeft^ 
He  parted,  fuccours  in  the  eaft  to  gain. 
From  fam'd  Gradaffo  king  of  Sericane : 
How  great  Orlando  did  her  fteps  attend,  31Q 

And  fafe  from  danger  and  mifchance  defend ; 
While,  as  fhe  from  her  birth  had  kept  unftain'd 
Her  virgin  fame,  he  flill  that  fame  maintained. 
Thus  (he ;  when  fydden  from  the  neighbouring  grove^ 
A  ruflling  noife  difhirb'd  the  hour  of  love :  315 

The  knight  his  helmet  on  his  head  replaced  j 
His  other  parts  in  fliining  fteel  were  cas'd ; 
Again  with  curbing  bit  his  fteed  he  rein'd. 
Remounted  fwiftly  and  his  lance  regained. 

Now,  ifluing  from  the  wood,  a  knight  is  feen.       32Q 
Of  warlike  femblance  and  commanding  mien  ; 
Of  dazzling  white  the  furniture  he  wears. 
And  in  his  cafque  a  fnowy  plume  he:bears. 
But  Sacripant  beholds  him  from  afar 
With  haughty  looks,  and  eyes  that  menace  war.   325 

In 
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In  threatening  words  the  ftrlpger  makes  return, 

With  equal  confidence  and  equaTfcorn : 

At  once  he  fpoke,  and  to  the  combat  pi^fs'd. 

His  courfer  Ipurr'd  and  plac'd  his  lance  ii\  reft : 

King  Sacripant  returned  with  equal  Ipeed  j  330 

And  each  on  each  impell'd  his  rapid  fteed. 

Not  bulls  or  lions  thus  the  battle  wage 

With  teeth  and  horns,  in  mutual  blood  and  rage. 

As  fought  thefe  eager  warriors  in  the  field : 

Each  forceful  javelin  pierc'd  the  other's  fhield       235 

With  hideous  cralh  :  the  dreadful  clangors  rife. 

Swell  from  the  vales,  and  echo  to  the  fkies  ! 

Through  cither's  breaft  had  pierc'd  the  pointed  woo€. 

But  the  well-temper'd  plates  the  force  withftood. 

The  fiery  courfcrs,  long  to  batde  bred,  340 

Like  butting  rams  encounter'd  head  to  head. 

The  flxanger's  with  the  fliock  began  to  reel. 

But  foon  recover'd  with  the  goring  fteel ; 

While  on  the  ground  the  Pagan's  brcathlcfs  fell, 

A  beaft  that,  living,  ferv'd  his  matter  well-  345 

The  knight  unknown,  beholding  on  the  mead 
His  foe  lie  crufh'd  beneath  the  flaughter'd  fteed. 
Swift  ^heeling  round,  again  purfu'd  his  way. 
And  left  the  fierce  Circaffian  where  he  lay. 

Vol.  I.  C  As 
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^s  vrhen,  the  thunder  o'er,  the  ether  clears,  J50 

I 

Slow  rifing  from  the  ftroke  the  hind  appears. 

Where  ftretch'd  he  lay  all  fenfelefs  on  the  plain. 

While  faft  befide  him  lay  his  oxen  (lain. ; 

And  fees  the  pine,  that  once  had  raised  iryair 

Its  ftately  branches,  now  of  honours  bare :  355 

So  rofe  the;  Pagan  from  the  fatal  place. 

His  miftrefs  prefent  at  the  dire  dilgrace. 

Then  gently  fhe :  Let  not  my  lopd  bemoan 
His  courfer's  fatal  error,  not  his  own ; 
For  him- had  grafly  meads  been  fitter  far,  360 

Or  ftalls  with  grain  furcharg'd,  than  feats  of  war ! 
Yet  little  praife  awaits  yon  haughty  knight. 
Nor  can  he  juftly  glory  in  his  might  j 
For  he,  methinks,  may  well  be  faid  to  yield. 
Who  firft  forfakcs  the  fight  and  flies  the  field.       365 
'   With  words  like  thefe  the  drooping  king  (he  cheered. 
When  from  the  woods  a  meffenger  appeared  j 
Tir'd  with  a  length  of  way  he  feem*d  to  ride. 
His  crooked  horn  and  wallet  at  his  fide : 
And  now,  approaching  to  the  Pagan  knight,  370 

He  aflc'd  if  he  had  feen,  with  buckler  white. 
And  fnowy  plumage  o'er  his  cn^ft  dilplay'd, 
A  warrior  paifing  through  the  ibreft  fliade. 

To 
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To  whom  thus  Sacripant  in  brief  again : 

The  knight  you  feck  has  ftretch'd  me  on  the  plain:  375 

But  now  he  parted  hence;  to  him  I  owe 

My  iham^d  defeat,  nor  yet  my  viftor  know. 

I  fhall  not,  fince  you  wifh  me  to  reveal, 

(Reply 'd  the  meflenger)  your  foe  conceal : 

Know  then,  your  fall  was  by  a  virgin-dame. 

Of  fame  for  deeds  of  arms,  of  greater  fame 

For  beauteous  form,  and  Bradamant  her  name, 

He  faid  ^  and  turn'd  his  courfer  from  the  place : 
The  Saracen,  overwhelmed  with  new  difgrace. 
All  mute  with  confcious  fliame,  dejefted  flood,     385 
While  o'er  his  features  flufh'd  the  manding  blood  j 
Then  to  the  damfel's  fteed  the  knight  addrefs'd 
His  filent  fteps,  and  now  the  faddlc  prefs*d ; 
And  plac'd  the  fair  behind  him  on  the  feat. 
To  feek  in  fafer  groves  a  new  retreat.  390 

Ere  far  they  rode,  they  heard  a  trampling  foun^. 
That  all  the  foreft  feem'd  to  (hake  around : 
They  look,  and  foon  a  ftately  fteed  behold, 
Whofe  coftly  trappings  fhine  with  burnifh'd  gold ; 
He  leaps  the  fteepy  mounds,  and  eroding  flpodsi  395 
And  bends  before  his  way  the  crafliing  woods, 
Unlcfs  I  err  (exclaim'd  the  ftartled  maid) 
I  fee  Bayardo  through  yon  breaking  Ihade  -, 

C  2  One 
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One  palfrey  ^could  but  ill  twd  riders  bear. 

And  fortune  fends  him  to  relieve  our  care.  40© 

She  faid :  The  king,  alighting  on  the  plain. 
Drew  near,  and  thought  fecure  to  feize  the  rein ; 
But  fwift  as  lightnings  flafh  along  the  fky. 
With  Ipurning  heels  Bayardo  nnade  reply- 
It  chanc'd  befide  him  the  Circaffian  ftood,  405 
Elfe  had  he  mourn'd  his  rafh  attempt  in  blood. 
Then  to  Angelica  with  eafy  pace 
He  moves,  and  humbly  views  her  well-known  face : 
A  Ipaniel  thus,  domeftic  at  the  board. 
Fawns  after  abfence,  and  furveys  his  lord.              410 
Him  well  the  damfcl  knew ;  and  well  the  fteed 
Confefs*d  the  hand  that  gave  him  oft  to  feed ; 
The  hand  that  now  embolden'd  feiz'd  the  rein. 
Stroked  his  broad  cheft,  and  fmooth'd  his  ruffled 
,           mane: 

While  confcious  he,  with  wondrous  fenfe  indu'd,   415 
Still  as  a  lamb,  befide  her  gently  ftood. 
The  watchful  Pagan  leapt  into  the  feat. 
And  Cyrb'd,  with  ftreightcn'd  reins,  Bayardo's  heat. 
The  palfrey  to  Angelica  remained. 
Who  gladly  thus  her  former  place  regain'd,  420 

Now  as  Ihe  caft  her  fearful  eyes  afide, 
A  knight  on  foot  in  founding  arms  fhe  Ipy'd : 
f  What 
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What  fudden  terror  on  her  face  was  fliown, 
Soon  as  the  knight  for  Amon's  fon  was  known. 
Long  had  he  woo'd,  but  fhe  detefts  his  love ;        42^ 
Not  fwifter  from^the  falcon  flies  the  dove. 
He  hated  once,  while  fhe  with  ardor  burn'd  i 
And  now  behold  their  feveral  fortunes  turn'd. 
This  caufe  at  firfl:  from  two  fair  fountains  came^ 
Their  waters,  different,  but  their  look  the  fame :    430 
Amidft  the  (hade  of  Arden's  dreary  wood. 
Full  in'  each  other's  view  the  fountains  Hood : 
Who  drinks  of  one,  inflames  with  love  his  heart ; 
Who  drinks  the  other  ftream  contemns  his  dart : 
Rinaldo  tafted  that,  and  inly  burn'd ;  43  5 

The  damfel  this,  and  hate  for  love  returned. 

Soon  as  Angelica  beheld  the  knight, 
A  fudden  mill  o'crlpread  her  cheerful  fight ; 
While  with  a  faltering  voice  and  troubled  look. 
To  Sacripant  with  fuppliant  tone  fhe  fpoke ;         440 
And  begg'd  him  not  th*  approaching  chief  to  meet. 
But  turn  his  courfer,  and  betimes  retreat. 

Does  then  my  prowefs  (Sacripant  replies) 
Appear  fb  mean  and  worthlcfs  in  your  eyes, 
Th^t  you  too  feeble  deem  this  flighted  hand,         445 
The  force  of  yonder  champion  to  withfland  ? 

C3  Not 
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Not  fo  (flift  faid) — nor  to  reply  fhe  knew ; 
As  thus  fhe  fpoke  Rinaldo  nearer  drew. 
Who  now  began  the  Pagan  king  to  threat. 
Soon  as  his  eyes  the  well-known  courfer  met,       450 
And  that  lov'd  face  he  view'd,  whofe  charms  had  ftr'd 
His  ravifh'd  bofom,  and  his  foul  inlpir'd. 

Rinaldo  fiirious  thus — Bafe  thief !  alight, 
Forfake  my  courfer,  and  reftore  my  right. 
But  more — yon  damfel  to  my  arms  refign ;  455 

*Twere  far  unmeet  fuch  beauties  Ihould  be  thine, 
Wer't  not  a  ftiamc,  that  hence  a  thief  Ihould  bear 
A  fteed  fo  ftately,  and  a  maid  fo  fair ! 

Thief!  doft  thou  fay  ? — take  back  di'  opprobrious  lye— 
(With  equal  rage  the  Pagan  made  reply).    .  460 

This  inftant  fhall  th'  important  ftrife  decide. 
Who  merits  beft  the  courfer,  an4  the  bride. 

As  when  two  angry  maftives  meeting  ftiow 
Their  threatening  fangs,  their  glaring  eye-balls  glow  j 
At  lafl:  with  fnarls  the  bitter  fray  they  wage,  465 

And  bite  and  tear  in  mutual  blood  and  rage. 
So  after  piercing  ^taunts  and  vengefijl  words. 
The  mighty  warriors  drew  their  fhining  fwords. 

One  urg'd  the  conflift  from  the  courJfer^s  height. 
One  on  his  feet  below  maintain'd  the  fight :  470 

But 
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But  well^  by  nature  tau^t^  the  faithful  fteed 

Againft  his  lord  refus'd  his  ftrength  and  fpeed : 

Nor  could  Circafl3a*s  prince,  by  fldll  or  force. 

With  fpur  or  bit  direft  the  reftifF  horfe. 

Now  prone  to  earth  his  head  Bayardo  thruft;        475 

Now  wheeled  around ;  now  furious  Ipurn'd  the  duft : 

When  haughty  Sacripant  in  vain  had  try'd 

Each  art  to  tame  th'  unruly  courier's  pride^ 

His  hand  he  laid  upon  the  faddle-bow. 

And  fwifi:  alighted  on  the  plain  below,  480 

The  Pagan,  thus  efcap'd  Bayardo's  might,  / 

Between  the  chiefs  enfu'd  a  dreadful  fight. 
Now  high,  now  low,  their  rapid  fteel  they  ply ; 
While  from  their  arms  the  fiery  Iparkles  fly ! 

< 

Not  fwifter  the  repeated  ftrokes  go  round,  485 

Which  hollow  ;^tna's  winding  caves  refound. 
When  Vulcan  bids  the  ponderous  hammers  move. 
To  forge  the  thunder  and  the  bolts  of  Jove. 
Sometimes  they  feign  a  ftroke  j  fometimes  they  ftay  j 
Then  aim  the  thruft,  as  (kilful  in  the  play,  490 

Sometimes  they  rife ;  then  ftoop  upon  the  field  j 
Now  open  lie ;  then  crouch  beneath  the  Ihield ; 
Now  ward  j  then  with  a  flip  elude  the  blow  5 
Now  forward  ftep  -,  then  backward  from  the  foq ; 

C  4  Now 
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Now  round  they  move  5  and  where  the  one  ghi^es 
place  495 

The  other  preflcs  on  with  eager  pace. 

Brave  Amon's  fon  *,  coUefting  all  his  might. 
His  weapon  rais'd  to  ftrike  the  Pagan  knight ; 
When  Sacrip_ant,  to  meet  the  falchion,  held. 
Composed  of  bone  and  fteel,  his  ample  fhield :       500 
The  fword  Fufberta,  rufhing  from  on  high, 
Pierc'd  the  tough  plates ;  the  founding  woods  reply  5 
The  bone  and  fteel,  like  ice,  in  Ihivers  broke  j 
His  arm  benumb'd  confefs'd  the  drcadfiil  /boke. 

This,  when  the  fair  and  timorous  damfel  vicw'd,  505 
A  fudden  fear  congeal'd  her  vital  blood ; 
A  death-like  palenefs  chac'd  her  rofy  bloom. 
Like  one  who  trembling  waits  his  fatal  doom. 
She  turn-d  her  p-alfifey  to  the  woods  in  hafte^ 
And  through  a  narrow  thorny  paffage  pafs'd ;        510 
While  oft  flie  caft  behind  her  timorous  fight. 
Or  deem'd  flie  heard  Albano's  hateful  knight  * ; 
Not  far  (he  fled,  but  where  a  valley  lay. 
She  met  an  aged  hermi^on  the  way : 
Who  feem'd  with  years  and  frequent  fafting  worn,  515 
And  gently  on  a  flow^pac'd  afs  was  borne : 

•   RiNALDO, 

WhUe 
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While  all  his  form  befpoke  a  pious  mind. 

From  the  vain  follies  of  the  world  refin'd : 

Yet,  when  the  fair  and  blooming  maid  appeared. 

So  much  her  looks  his  drooping  Ipirits  cheer'd  j    5  20 

^^     » 

Though  cold  and  feeble,  as  his  age  required. 

An  unknown  warmth  his  languid  pulfe  infpir'i 
The  hermit,  vers'd  in  magic,  gently  ftrove 

The  dame  to  comfort  and  her  fears  remove ; 

AVondrous  book  he  read,  when  to  their  fight,      525 

In  likenefs  of  a  page,  appeared  a  Iprite ; 

Who,  by  the  force  of  ftrong  enchantment  bound. 

Went  where  the  knight$  in  cruel  ftrife  he  found ; 

And,  when  his  eyes  the  furious  fight  efpy'd. 

Between  them  boldly  ruih'd,  and  loudly  cry*d.       530 
Tell  me,  ye  warriors !  what  avails  the  ftiife. 

Though  either  fhould  deprive  his  foe  of  life. 

If  without  fword  unfheath'd,  without  the  fear 

Of  Ihatter'd  armour,  or  the  lifted  fpear, 

Orlando  no<sr  to  Pdris  fwift  conveys  53  S 

The  maid,  whofe  charms  your  fond  contention  raife  ? 

And  know,  if  Paris'  walls  they  lafely  gain. 

Henceforth  your  hppes  to  fee  your  love  are  vain. 
He  faid :  the  gallant  knights  on  either  hand. 

Struck  with  the  news,  abafh'd  and  filent  Hand  5     540 

At 
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At  length,  a  figh  deep-ifTuing  from  his  breads 
His  Heps  Rinaldo  to  his  fteed  addreis'd ; 
Nor  bade  farewell,  nor  with  a  courteous  mind. 
He  proffer'd  once  to  take  the  knight  behind. 

Deem  it  not  ftrange  Rinaldo  feiz'd  again  54.5 

The  generous  courfer  (ought  fo  long  in  vain  -, 
Who,  frai^t  with  human  fenfc,  when  firft  he  vicw*d 
The  trembling  damfcl's  flight,  her  track  purfu'd. 
Not  idly  from  the  Chrillian  camp  he  fled. 
But  to  regain  the  maid  his  mafl:er  led.  55a. 

By  him  Rinaldo  twice  the  fair  overtook. 
And  twice  the  fair  his  eager  fight  fbrfook : 
For  firft  Fcrrau,  as  late  my  tale  difclos'd. 
Then  Sacripant  his  amorous  hopes  oppos'd. 

Bayardo  now,  confiding  in  the  fprite,  555 

Whofe  fpecious  falfehood  had  amus'd  the  kni^t, 
Purfii'd  his  way,  and  patient  of  command, 
bbey'd  the  Ipur,  and  anlwer'd  to  the  hand. 
Rinaldo,  fir*d  with  love  and  ftern  difdain. 
To  Paris  flies,  and  gives  up  aU  the  rein  -,  560 

Nor  ceas*d  his  eager  journey  morn  or  ni^t. 
Till  the  near  city  rofe  before  his  fight ; 
Where  Charleniatn,  with  his  defeated  crew, 
Th*  unhappy  remnants  of  his  ftrength  withdrew : 

Afiege 
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A  fiege  cxpe6ling  now,  he  bends  his  care,  565 

Supplies  of  ftorcs  and  forces  to  prepare : 

He  finks  the  trenches,  fortifies  the  wallsj 

And  every  aid,  in  time  of  danger,  calk  5 

Provides  an  embafly  to  England's  fhore. 

With  Ipeed  auxiliar  prowefs  to  implore  j  570 

Then  fends  Rinaldo  to  the  Britifh  clime. 

Known  by  fair  England's  name  in  fiiture  time. 

The  knight,  impatient  to  return  again, 
Againft  the  counfels  of  the  failor-train. 
Tempts  the  black  fea,  that  wears  a  threatening  form,  575 
And,  murmuring  hoarfe,  forbodes  th'  approaching  f):orm« 
The  (kilful  mariners,  with  bufy  care. 
Strike  their  broad  fails  to  meet  the  watery  war; 
At  laft  upon  the  (bore  of  Scotland  light. 
Where  Caledonia's  foreft  rofe  to  fight,  58O 

That  'midft  its  ancient  oaks  was  wont  to  hear 
The  riven  tai^get  and  the  ihiver'd  Ipear. 
Here  Trifl:ram  mighty  deeds  pcrform'd  of  old, 
Galaflb,  Launcelot,  and  Arthur  bold, 
Galvano  brave ;  with  more,  that  titles  drew  585 

Both  from  the  ancient  table,  and  the  new ; 
Knights,  who  have  left,  to  ipeak  their  valiant  mind^ 
More  than  one  trophy  of  their  worth  behind. 

RinaftlQ 
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Rinaldo  arms,  his  fteed  Bayardo  takes, 
And  landing  on  the  fhorc,  the  fea  foffakes.  590 

Without  a  fquire  the  fearlefs  knight  pervades 
The  gloomy  horror  of  thofe  dreary  (hades. 
The  firft  day  brought  him  to  an  abbey  fair, 
Whofe  wealth  was  fpent  with  hofpitable  care. 
Beneath  its  roof  reception  to  provide  595 

For  knights  and  dames  that  through  the  fbreft  rkie. 
The  monks  ^nd  abbot,  with  a  friendly  grace,. 
Welcom'd  the  brave  Rinaldo  to  the  place ; 
Who  now  enquired  (but  not  till  grateful  food 
Had  cheered  his  fpirits  and  his  ftrength  rcnew'd)    600 
How  in  the  compafs  of  that  favage  ground. 
Adventures  ftrange  by  wandering  knights  were  found. 

He  might  (they  anfwerM)  'nxidft  the  woods  cSky 
A  thoiJfand  perils  in  the  lonely  way ; 
But  if  (they  cry'd)  your  honour  you  regard,  605 

Then  hear  the  nobleft  enterprife  prepared, 

•I  , 

That  ever  yet,  in  ancient  times'  or  new, 

A  courteous  warrior  could  in  arms  purfue. 

Our  monarch's  dau^ter  needs  a  gallant  knight. 

In  her  defence  ro  wage  a  fuigle  fight  610 

Againft  a  lord  (Lurcanio  is  his  name) 

Who  fceks  to  Ipoil  her  of  her  life  and  fame,. 

He 
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He  to  her  fire  has  charged  the  royal  maid 

With  lawlefe  love  and  virgin  truth  betray 'd. 

Her  crime  in  flames  fhe  expiates  by  the  laws,       615 

Unlefs  a  champion  rifes  in  her  caufe 

Within  a  month  (now  haftening  to  an  end) 

Her  life  againft  th'  accufer  to  defend. 

The  king,  who  for  Geneura's  fafety  fears, 

(Such  is  the  name  his  haplefs  daughter  bears)        620 

Proclaims  that  he,  whofe  arm  will  prove  the  fight. 

And  bravely  conquer  in  his  daughter's  right. 

Shall  for  his  bride  the  royal  maid  receive. 

With  fuch  a  dower  as  fits  a  prince  to  give. 

Rinaldo  mus'd  awhile,  then  thus  reply 'd:  625 

Procure  me  now  a  fafe  and  fkilful  guide ; 
And  give  me  but  th'  accufer's  face  to  fee, 
I  truft,  in  heaven,  to  fet  Geneura  free. 

Soon  as  the  rofy  morn,  with  Iplendor  bright, 
Reveal'd  the  hemilphere  of  rifing  light,  630 

Rinaldo  arm'd,  and  mounted  on  his  fteed, 
He  took  a  trufty  fquire  the  way  to  lead ; 
Then  left  the  abbey,  and  his  courfe  purfu'd 
For  many  a  mile  along  the  gloomy  wood ; 
When  near  at  hand  they  hear  a  fcreaming  founds  63s 
The  foreft  echoes  to  the  noife  around  j 

The 


JO  ORLANDO.  BookL 

The  knight  Bayardo  Ipurs,  the  fquire  his  ftccd. 

To  reach  the  valley  whence  the  cries  proceed. 

Betwixt  two  men  a  damfel  there  was  feen. 

Who  diftant  feem'd  of  fair  and  comely  mien ;     ^  640 

On  either  fide  the  ruffians  ready  flood 

With  naked  fwords  to  dye  the  ground  with  blood ; 

While  fhe  with  prayers,  and  many  a  flowing  tear. 

Did  for  a  while  the  dreadful  ftroke  defer. 

Soon  as  the  murderers  faw  th*  approachingknight,  645 
At  once  they  tum*d  their  backs  in  fudden  flight ; 
The  pitying  warrior  bade  die  Iquire  to  bear 
Behind  him,  on  their  way,  the  weeping  fair ; 
Then  gendy  afk'd  what  cruel  turns  of  fate 
Had  fo  depreft  her  to  this  wretched  ftate.  650 

The  damfel  thus  began :  Prepare  to  hear 
Such  deeds  of  guile  as  never  reached  your  ear : 
In  early  youth,  I  held  an  honoured  place 
At  Scodand's  court  in  fair  Geneura's  grace : 
But  cruel  Love  my  ftate  with  envy  faw,  655 

And  foon,  alas !  fubdu'd  me  to  his  law : 
He  made,  of  every  youth  and  comely  knight. 
The  duke  of  Albany  my  fok  delight. 
We  hear  the  fpeech,  we  fee  the  looks  expreft, 
But  who  can  view  the  fecrcts  of  the  breaft  ?  66^ 

X  His 
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His  love,  avow'd,  my  bofbm  firft  inlpit'd 

With  tender  thoughts,  with  gentle  wifhcs  fir'd : 

So  far  at  length  my  fond  belief  was  led. 

That  I  received  him  to  my  virgin  bed. 

Nor  this  alone ;  but  that  recefs  I  chofe  66$ 

In  which  fometimes  the  princefs  would  repoife  j 

There  by  a  gall'ry  to  the  window  joined, 

A  favoured  friend  might  eafy  entrance  find. 

By  this  I  often  introduced  my  love, 

A  filken  ladder  throwing  from  above.  67O 

*Twas  thus  I  did  th*  enamour'd  duke  receive. 

Whene'er  Geneura's  abfence  gave  me  kave ; 

Who  us'd  to  change  her  bed,  fometimes  to  fly 

TJie  burning  heat,  fometimes  the  freezing  Iky. 

For  many  a  month  to  all  the  court  unknown,    675 
In  frequent  joys  qur  fecret  hours  had  flown: 
So  blind  was  I,  I  ne'er  difcovor'd  yet 
That  little  truth  was  his,  but  much  deceit ; 
Though  the  bafe  treafons  of  his  faithlels  breaft 
Were  plainly  by  a  thoufand  figns  expreft.  680 

At  length,  without  difguife,  he  durft  confefs 
His  clofe  defign  Geneura  to  poflTefs : 
Judge,  in  my  bofom  if  hie  bore  a  part, 
Or  rather,  if  he  rul'd  hot  all  my  heart ; 

He 
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/  • 

He  own'd  his  purposed  fuit,  nor  blufli'd  with  fhame  6  85 

To  alk  my  friendly  aid  tx>  win  the  dame  -, 

But  vow'd  hi^  ardor  feign'd,  in  hopes  alone 

To  form  a  near  alliance  to  the  throne ; 

^d  proniis'd,  ftiould  my  counfel  e'er  enfure 

His  foyereign*s  fevour,  and  the  bride  fecurc ;         690 

The  fervice,  jcver  prefent  to  his  mind. 

In  ties  of  gratitude  his  foul  fliould  bind : 

That  I  alone,  his  wife,  his  friends  above. 

Should  reign  th'  unrivall'd  partner  of  his  love, 

I  (that  his  happinefs  endeavour'd  ftill,  69*5 

Nor  e*er  in  thought  or  deed  control'd  his  will) 
Took  all  occalions  that  I  faw  to  raife 
•  In  fair  Geneura's  ear  my  lover's  praife, 
.   Heaven  knows  how  truly  I  employ'd  my  art 
To  ferve  him  with  a  juft  and  faithful  heart !  700 

But  vain  th'  attempt — another  love  poffefs'd 
The  fair  one's  grace,  and  kindled  all  her  breaft; 
A  knight,  who  with  his  brother,  left  the  port 
.  Of  diftant  Italy,  for  Scotland's  court; 
Where  foon  in^arms  fuch  vafl:  renown  he  gain'd,   705 
No  fon  of  Britain,  greater  praife  obtain'd : 
The  king  efteem'd  him,  and  his  favour  ftiow'd. 
By  gifts  of  honour,  and  of  wealth  beftow'd: 

'  CaftlM 
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CafUes  and  towns  he  gave  to  his  command. 

And  rank'd  him  midft  the  barons  of  the  land.        710 

This  knight  the  name  of  Ariodantes  bore. 

The  monarch  lov'd  him  much,  his  daughter  more : 

The  warrior's  valiant  deeds  with  warmth  infpir'd 

Her  gentle  foul,  but  more  the  lover  fir'd. 

I  footh'd  his  grief,  and  oft  effay'd  to  make         7 1 5 
Th'  ambitious  duke  his  fond  defign  forfake. 
In  vain  I  footh'd :  when  Polineffo  heard 
(Such  was  his  name)  what  little  hopes  appeared 
T*  obtain  his  wilh,  each  thought  of  tender  kind 
Driven  from  his  foul,  his  fierce  revengeful  mind,    7  2(3 
Knrag'd  to  fee  another  favour'd  more. 
To  hate  converted  what  was  loVe  before ; 
Between  Geneura,  ahd  her  favourite  knight, 
Refolv'd  to  kindle  rage  and  jealous  Ipitc 
Nor  would  he  truft  with  me  his  treacherous  thought,  725 
But  counfel  only  from  himfelf  he  fought. 
At  laft,  he  thus  his  Ipeech  began  to  frame : 
My  dear  Dalinda,  (thus  I'm  known  by  name) 
Thou  fee'ft  the  tree,  though  often  hewn,  will  IhdtOt 
Frefli  branches  from  the  new-divided  rootj  730 

Thus  noughtfcan  wholly  my  defires  fupprefs, 
Though  lopt  fo  often  by  their  ill  fuccefs  i 

Vol.  L  D         ,  Yet 
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Yet  think  not  that  I  prize  the  haughty  damc^ 

But  baffled ! — fcorn'd — my  foul  rejeds  the  fhame  ? 

Attend  niy  wifli  j  when  next,  by  love  infpir'd,       735 

We  meet,  the  princefs  to  her  bed  retired. 

Take  every  garment  that  afide  ihe  throws. 

And  on  yourfclf  her  ornaments  dilpofe : 

Then  wayward  fancy  Ihall  my  thoughts  poflels. 

That  you  are  her,  your  mien  and  garb  confefs :     740 

Indulge  but  this — this  momentary  cheat. 

To  cure  my  vain  defire  by  fuch  deceit; 

And  every  hour  of  future  life  Ihall  prove 

My  faith  unfhaken  to  Dalinda^s  love. 

He  faid ;  I  yielded  to  his  fond  requeft,  745 

Nor  faw  the  treafon  lurking  in  his  breaft. 

His  purpofe  thus  fecur'd,  the  wily  duke 
Afide  th'  unwary  Ariodantes  took ; 
For  once  they  liv'd  in  friendlhip's  focial  band 
fere  fatal  rivals  for  Geneura's  hand.  750 

With  deep  regret  I  find  (he  thus  addrefs*d 
The  gende  knight)  when  fingled  from  the  reft, 
Amidft  my  peers  I  Ihow'd  you  >moft  regard. 
You  fhould  fo  ill  my  partial  choice  reward. 
Behold  me  now  preparing  to  demand  '  755 

The  maid  in  marriage  from  my  fovereign-s  hand. 

o  Why 


Book  !•  ORLANDO.  35 

Why  will  you  then  difturb  my  rightful  claim  ? 
Why  thus  indulge  a  rafh  and  hopelcfs  flame  ? 
I  fwear,  had  Heaven  revers'd  our  fatqs,  to  thee 
My  jufter  choice  had  left  the  fair-one  free.  760 

It  moves  me  more  to  view  your  fruitlefs  pain, 
(Thus  Ariodantes  anfwer^d  him  again) 
Since,  ere  your  thoughts  alpir'd  to  win  the  dame. 
My  foul  had  nourilh'd  long  the  growing  flame ; 
Why  then  relpeft  not  you  our  friendly  band,         765 
Or  pay  my  vows  the  deference  you  demand  ? 
Were  you  beheld  with  more  propitious  eyes. 
Long  fince  had  I  refign'd  the  beauteous  prize : 
But  well  I  hope  the  princely  maid  to  wed. 
Though  your  pofleiTions  may  be  wider  Ipread :      770 
Not  lefs  my  deeds  by  Scotland's  king  approved. 
And  by  his  daughter  am  I  more  belov'd. 

0*erweening  confidence  (the  duke  rejoin'd) 
Has  but  deceived  thy  fond  diftemper'd  mind. 
Sincere  the  progrefe  of  thy  love  impart,  775 

And)  in  return,  will  I  difclofe  my  heart : 
So  he,  who  in  fuccefs  appears  to  yield. 
Shall  to  his  happier  rival  quit  the  field. 
Whatever  thou  (peak'fl:,  yon'  Heaven  I  here  attefl:. 
The  tale  Ihall  fafe  within  this  bofom  refl:^  780 

D  2  So 
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So  flialt  thou  vow,  thou  never  wilt  difdofe 
Whate'er  my  friendfliip  may  in  thee  repofe. . 

This  faidi  each  other's  fecrets  to  conceal 
They  fwore ;  then  Aripdant  began  to  tell 
His  love's  purfuit,  and  undilguis'd  dilplay'd  785 

His  tender  contract  with  the  royal  maid* 
Behold  (he  cry'd)  the  point  my  love  has  gain'd. 
And  none,  I  deem,  has  equal  grace  obtained. 
I  feek  no  other  at  Geneura*s  hand. 
Till  fanftify*d  by  Hymen's  holy  band :  790 

^Twere  vain  to  aflc  her  more,  whofe  virtuous  mind 
Leaves  every  maid  in  chaftity  behind. 

When  Ariodantes  thus  with  truth  declar'd 
How  far  he  deem'd  his  love  might  find  reward, 
Duke  Polineflb,  who  with  guile  devis'd  795 

To  rtiake  Geneura  by  her  knight  delpis'd. 
Thus  fraudulent  purfu'd — Now  hear  me  tell. 
How  far  my  happier  chance  can  thine  excel. 
With  thee  (he  feigns,  flie  fcorns  thy  hated  name. 
And  feeds  with  airy  hopes  thy  boafted  flame;        800 
While  every  confcious  month  beholds  me  led 
Full  many  a  night  to  fhare  her  envy'd  bed : 
Judge,  if  thy  favours  can  with  mine  compare: 
Then  yield  to  me,  and  feek  fome  kinder  fair. 
Since  love  has  crown'd  my  happier  fortune  there.  805 

'Tis 
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'Tis  falfe !  (thus  Ariodant  incens'd  replies) 
Thou  haft  profan'd  her  name  with  odious  lies ; 
And  haft  devis'd  what  thou  haft  faid,  to  prove 
If  fliallow  tales  can  fright  me  from  my  love, 
But  fince  too  much  Gentura's  fame  they  ftain,       810 
It  fits,  what  thou  haft  Ipoken,  to  maintain. 
This  inftant  will  I  brand  thee,  ere  we  part, 
A  liar  arid  a  traitor  in  thy  heart. 

'Twere  weak  indeed  (the  treacherous  duke  reply'd) 
A  ftrife  like  this  by  combat  to  decide ;  815 

When  here  I  offer,  what  thefe  lips  have  told, 
Thofe  eyes  Ihall  witnefs,  and  the  truth  behold. 

Thus  he :  when  Ariodantes'  colour  fled. 
And  fcarce  at  length  with  faltering  words  he  faid : 
Whene'er  thefe  eyes  Geneura's  falfehood  view,      820 
(Attend  me  here.my  facred  oath  renew) 
Thenceforth  I  vow  to  leave  her  ever  free. 
So  liberal  found  to  you,  fo  harlh  to  me ! 

This  faid ;  my  lover  bade  the  rival  knight. 
Prepare  that  evening  for  tif  unwelcome  fight.        825 

But  Ariodantes  now  in  thought  divin'd 
Some  fecret  fnare  againft  his  life  defign'd. 
His  brother  was  a  knight  of  prudence  found. 
Of  ^11  the  court  in  arms  the  mbft  renown'd^ 

D  3  Lurcanio 
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0 

Lurcanio  call'd,  and  kfs,  with  him,  he  fear*di       .830 

Than  if  ten  others  on  his  fide  appeared. 

This  gallant  yoiith  he  bade  his  arms  prepajre. 

And  led  th'  adventure  of  die  night  to  Iharc  j 

But  the  dear  fecrets  of  his  heart  conceal'd. 

For  thefe  to  him,  nor  none  his  lips  reveal'd.  835 

And  now  approached  fo  near  the  deftin'd  place. 
As  from  the  hand  a  ftone  might  fly  the  ipace^ 
He  ftopt  Lurcanio  there,  and  thus  he  faid : 
When  need  demands  it,  hafteh  to  my  aid ; 
And  parting  thence,  th'  appointed  ftation  took,      840 
And  on  the  palace  fix'd  his  anxious  look. 
Now,  from  a  different  part  the  traitor  came. 
So  ready  to  pollute  Geneura's  fame ; 
The  fignal  made  (alas  !  I  litde  thought 
The  cruel  guile  by  Polineflfo  wrought)  845 

Sudden  I  iffu'd  forth,  no  more  concealed. 
But  ftood  in  borrow' d  garb  to  fight  reveard* 
My  vefl;  was  white,  and  richly  to  behold, 
Deck'd  all  around  with  coftly  fringe  of  gold  j 
A  golden  net  defcending  from  my  head  850 

With  crimfon  flowers,  was  o'er  my  habit  Ipread, 
And  on  my  veft  the  moon  refplendent  play'd^ 
Then  both  the  brethren,  by  the  duke  deceiv'd. 
The  well-concerted  fraud  for  truth  believ'd. 

Judge 
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Judge  at  that  time  what  cruel  pangs  poflefs'd        855 

The  wretched  Arbdantes'  tortur'd  breaft, 

Now  Polineflb  came,  and  from  above. 

Received  the  wonted  paflport  to  his  love. 

We  met-— embraced — meantime  th*  unhappy  knight. 

Who  Hood  fpeftator  of  this  hated  fight,  860 

So  deeply  iunk  beneath  the  load  of  grief^ 

His  foul  refolv*d  from  death  to  feek  relief: 

He  drew  the  fword,  defpairing,  from  his  fide. 

And  to  his  heart  the  fatal  point  apply'd. 

Lurcanio  (who  furpris'd  my  lover  view'd  865 

Afcend  ithe  gallery  where  dilguis'd  1  flood. 

But  knew  not  for  the  duke)  advanc'd  with  Ipeed,    ^ 

Soon  as  he  faw  his  brother's  frantic  deed. 

And  feizing  hafldly  his  furious  hand. 

From  his  rafli  aft  the  haplefs  knight  reftrain'd,      870 
Ah  wretched,  fenfelefs  brother !  (thus  he  cry'd) 

What  rage  has  turn'd  your  better  thoughts  afide  ? 

Thus  for  a  woman  is  your  death  defign'd  ? 

AH  falfe,  as  clouds  that  flit  before  the  wind ! 

Since  your  own  eyes  have  witnefs'd  to  her  fhame,    875 

And  feen  how  low  flie  proftitutes  her  fame, 
O  !  let  thofe  arms,  againft  yourfelf  employ'd. 
Before  the  king  her  fire  her  guilt  decide. 

D  4  When 
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When  Ariodantes  fees  his  brother  nigh. 
He  feeks  no  longer  on  his  fword  to  die ;  8  8q 

With  feeming  calm  he  veils  his  fecret  pains. 
But  ftill  his  former  purpofe  fix'd  remains. 
Departing  thence,  he  with  him  bears  the  fmart 
That  gives  no  eafe  to  his  diftrafted  heart. 

At  early  dawn  the  palace  he  forfook,  88| 

Nor  leave  of  brother,  or  of  friends  he  took  > 
Eight  days  elaps'd,  at  length  a  pilgrim  came 
With  mournful  tidings  to  the  princely  *  dame. 
That  Ariodantes  in  the  fea  had  dy'd, 
Self-plung'd  defpairing  in  the  roaring  tide,  goq 

Ere  this  laft  fatal  aft  (the  ftranger  faid) 
He  thus  befpoke  me,  there  by  fortune  led : 
*'  Draw  near,  my  friend,  and  be  Geneura  tol4 
*^  The  hidden  caufe  of  what  you  now  behold : 
"  Tell  her  'tis  this,  thefe  eyes  too  much  have  feen,  895 
"  Ah !  happy,  if  thc:fe  eyes  had  never  been  !*' 
By  chance  we  then  upon  a  mountain  ftood 
That  tow'rds  HJbernia  bellies  o'er  the  flood, 
Spon  as  he  ceas'd  to  fpeak,  I  faw  him  leap 
From  the  high  rock,  and  plunge  into  the  deep,      90Q 

Half  de^d  with  grief  the  news  Geneura  heard  j 
A  fydden  palenefs  on  her  face  appear'd, 

^Geneura. 

O  Heavcq  I 
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O  Heaven !  what  did  Ihe,  and  what  words  ihe  laid. 

When  laid,  in  private  on  her  faiidiful  bed ! 

She  ftrikes  her  bofom,  and  her  garment  tears,        ooc 

She  rend?  with  cruel  hands  her  golden  hairs  j 

Repeating  oft  what,  with  his  lateft  breath. 

Sad  Ariodantes  nam'd  his  caufe  of  death ; 

That  the  ftrange  ifllie  of  his  fate  was  fuch. 

His  eyes  in  haplefs  hour  had  feen  too  much !         910 

Soon  was  the  fame  o'er  all  the  kingdom  Ipread^ 
Of  Ariodantes  thus  untimely  dead. 
Not  with  dry  eyes  the  king  his  lofs  furvey*d  5 
While  pious  tears  each  knight  and  lady  paid. 
At  thefe  unhappy  tidings,  o'er  the  reft  915 

Heart-piercing  anguifh  fill'd  his  brother's  breaft  -, 
The  peers  aflgnbled  now,  the  time  he  took 
T'  addrefs  the  throne,  and  thus  indignant  fpoke. 

Attend,  my  lord !  while  I  the  caufe  relate 
That  urg'd  my  brother  to  his  haplefs  fate.  920 

He  lov'd  the  prihcefss  (why  fhould  I  conceal. 
Or  blufh  fo  pure  a  paflion  to  reveal  ?) 
And  hop'^  at  length  t'  obtain  her  for  his  bride, 
Py  numerous  virtues,  and  by  fervice  try'd. 
But  while  the  bafhful  lover  thus  receives  9^5 

T(?he  mpdeft  odour  of  the  diftant  leaves^ 

He 
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He  fees  another  to  the  tree  afcend. 

And  from  the  boughs  the  blooming  fruitage  rend. 
He  faid,  and  inftant  to  the  king  dilplay'd 

Thfe  feemmg  crime,  fo  late  to  fight  betray'd,         9  ?o 

Attefting  that  himfelf  beheld  the  dame 

Receive  the  fecret  partner  of  her  Ihame ; 

Concluding,  that  he  ftood  in  fight  prepared 

To  prove  the  truth  of  all  his  tongue  declared. 

Grief-ftruck  the  father  heard,  for  well  he  knew,  935 

Unlefs  to  her  defence  fome  warrior  drew 

To  give  Lurcanio  in  the  field  the  lye. 

He  muft  his  deareft  child  condemn  to  die. 

As  yet  no  champions  in  her  caufe  appear. 
Each  views  his  fellow's  face  with  marks  of  fear  -,    ^41:3 
In  arms  fo  dreadfiil  is  Lurcanio's  might. 
That  all,  with  terror,  feem  to  jfhun  the  fight. 
Her  cruel  fortune  adds  this  forrow  more. 
Her  abfent  brother  treads  a  foreign  ftiore. 
The  brave  Zerbino,  who  in  field  dilplays  945 

Such  deeds  as  merit  ever-during  praife : 
But  could  he  hear  in  time  her  dangerous  ftate. 
How  would  he  fly  t'  avert  his  fifter's  fate  1 
That  night,  my  home  in  private  I  forfook. 
And  fought,  with  anxious  fear,  the  wily  duke :       950 

Declared 
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Declared  how  much  to  both  it  might  import 

That  I  without  delay  (hould  quit  the  court. 

He  prais'd  my  prudence ;  promised  to  provide 

A  fafe  afylum  where  I  might  refide ; 

Appointing  two,  to  guide  me  through  the  wood,   955 

Where  near,  he  faid,  his  lonely  fortreft  ftood. 

But  fecretly  he  gave  my  guides  command. 

Soon  as  their  fteps  had  reach'd  this  foreft-land. 

To  take  my  life — lo !  how  my  faith  was  paid ! 

Too  well  his  dire  command  had  been  obeyed,        960 

Had  not  my  cries  fo  timely  reach'd  your  cars : 

3ehold  how  Love  his  votaries  prefers  \ 
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The     argument. 

CoKcLUSiON  of  Geneura's  ftory.  The  king  of  Scot- 
land grants  Rinaldo  the  fuccours  demanded.  Rinaldo  de- 
parts for  England,  and  obtains  the  like  fuccours  from  the 
regent  there.  Bradamant,  feeking  her  lover  Rogero,  meets 
with  Pinabello,  and  hears  a  melancholy  tale  of  his  mif- 
fortunes.  She  promifes  him  aiUftance,  and  afterwards,  be- 
ing deceived  by  him,  falls  into  Merlin*s  ca^e,  where  file 
meets  with  MelifTa,  an  enchantrefs,  who  fhows  her  in  vidon 
all  her  defcendants,  and  inftru£ls  her  how  to  deliver  Rogero 
from  the  caftle  where  he  was  confined  by  Atlantes.  Brada- 
maiit,  following  the  advice  of  MelifTa,  defeats  the  magician 
and  fets  his  prifoners  at  liberty ;  but  foon  after  lofes  her 
lover  Rogero,  who  is  carried  away  in  a  wonderful  manner, 
bjr  the  contrivance  of  Atlantes, 
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THU  S  to  the  Paladin  Dalinda  told 
Her  mournful  tale,  while  ftill  their  way  they  holdj 
Then  towards  St.  Andrew's  town  with  eager  hafte 
Rinaldo  widi  the  fquire  and  damfel  pafs'd ; 
The  king  and  court  were  there ;  and  there  the  ftrife  5 
Muft  foon  decide  his  daughter's  death  or  life. 

As  nearer  to  the  neighbouring  town  they  drew. 
They  found  a  fquire  who  gave  them  tidings  new ; 
That  a  ftrange  champion  there  in  armour  came. 
Who  undertook  to  clear  Geneivra's  fame ;  10 

Unknown  his  cuirafs,  and  unknown  his  Ihield, 
His  name  and  lineage  from  his  fquire  conceal'd. 
This  heard,  Rinaldo  fwift  his  way  purfu'd. 
And  foon  the  guarded  walls  and  gates  he  view'd. 

Bur 
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But  none  the  warrior*s  entrance  here  opposed,  1 5 

The  porter  opened,  and  the  gate  re-clos*d ; 
Through  the  void  city  pafs*d  the  fearlefs  knight ; 
But,  by  the  way,  he  made  the  dame  alight ; 
And  bade  her  wait  the  iflue  of  the  fight. 

Impatient  thence  he  haftens  to  the  field,  20 

Where  the  two  knights  their  wrathful  weapons  wield  j 
Who  many  blows  had  given  on  either  part : 
There  fought  Lurcanio  with  revengeful  heart 
Againft  Geneura ;  while  the  ftranger's  hand 
With  equal  courage  well  her  caufe  maintained,        25 
With  thefe,  fix  warriors  in  the  lift  appear 
On  foot ;  the  cuirafs  on  their  breaft  they  wean 
Albania's  duke  there  holds  his  honoured  place, 
And  reins  a  mettled  fteed  of  generous  race : 
To  him,  as  to  high  conftable,  they  yield  '    jo 

To  keep  the  order  of  the  lifted  field : 
Fierce  were  his  looks,  exulting  in  his  thought. 
To  fee  Geneura  in  fuch  danger  brought. 

Through  the  thick  prefs  Rinaldo  forcM  his  way ; 
No  multitudes  Bayardo's  courfe  could  ftay :  25 

Thofe,  who  the  tempeft  of  his  coming  found. 
Were  little  flow  to  give  the  courfer  ground.     , 
Rinaldo,  eminent  above  the  reft. 
Appeared  the  flower  of  chivalry  confeft  1 

-     Till, 
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Till,  near  the  king  arriv'd,  he  filencc  broke,  40 

AH  liftening  round  to  hear  the  words  he  ipoke. 

My  noble  lord,  (the  champion  thus  began) 
The  hands  of  yonder  combatants  reftrain- 
Whoe'er  fhall  perifh  in  the  doubtful  ftrife, 
Muft  undefenr'd  refign  a  valu'd  life.  45 

One  thinks  himfelf  by  juftice  only  led. 
But  trealbn  o'er  his  fenfe  a  mift  has  fpread : 
The  other  knows  not  yet  if  wrong  or  right 
Attend  his  caufe,  but  iflues  to  the  fight. 
The  courteous  prowefs  of  his  arm  to  try,  50 

Rather  than  let  fuch  matchlefs  beauty  die. 
Lo !  here  I  come  to  give  the  guiltlefs  aid. 
Avenging  on  the  traitor,  the  betrayed : 
But  firft,  command  that  each  his  rage  forbear^ 
Then  audience  give  to  what  I  fhall  declare,  55 

The  long  was  moVd  with  what  Rinaldo  faid. 
Both  by  his  words  and  noble  prcfence  fway'd ; 
Then,  flretching  out  his  hand,  commands  the  peace. 
And  bids  awhile  the  combatants  to  ceafe : 
When  to  the  kmg,  and  barons  of  the  land,  60 

The  knights,  and  populace  on  either  hand, 
Rinaldo  all  the  fubtle  fnare  diiplay'd 
By  Polineflb  for  Qeneura  laid. 

Vol.  I.  E  Now 
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"Now  Polineflb,*  fiimrnonM  to  the  pladc. 

Appeared 'With  deep  cohfufion  in  his"  face  j  '€5 

But  boldly  yet  the  guilty  charge  deny'd : 

Soon  fhall  ^e  (faid  Rinaldo)  this  decide. 

Thus,  ready  arm*d>  the  lift  prepared  in  view, 
-They  both^  without  delay,  to^  combat  drew. 

Thrice  founds  the  trump,  and  at  the  warning  blaft,  7'ok 
His  lance  in  reft  the'  trembling  traitor  placed. 
To  him  oppos'd  Rinaldo  came,  arid  try'd 
At  one  fierce  troorfe'  the  coriffidt  to  decide. 
Nor  err'd  the  "weapon*  from' the  knight's  intent. 
But  through'  th*  accdfer's'  panting'  bofom^  went :       75 
Pierc'd  thrct^  and  tiirough,  he,  by  -die  dreadful  force> 
Was  borne  to  earth  fix  feet  beyond  his-  horfe. 

Rin^do  fWifc  difmounts ;  and,  as  he  lies, 
'ills  helmfet  from  the'  helplefs  wretch  unties. 
But  he,  unable  more  to  wage  the  war,  Zo 

For  mercy  then  prefers  his'hnmble  prayer ; 
Arid  to  die  king,  and  court  on  every  fide, 
Confefs'd  the  fraud  for  v/hich  he  juftly  dy'd. 

While  yet  with  \yeak  and  faltering  words  he  Ipokc,. 
His  utteralice  fail'd,  and  life  his  limbs  forfook.         85 

The  king  rejoic'd  his  much-lov'd  child  to  fee 
From  threaten'd  death,  and  ignj)miny  free. 

But 
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But  wherii  his  hdmct  rais^d^  he  knew  the  4an|^ti 
(A  face  before  no  ftranger  to  his  fight) 
With  lifted'  hands  his  thanks  to.  Heaven  he  paid,     96 
That  fent  fo  fam'd  a  champion  to  his  aid; 

The  knighti  who  firil  t*  aflift  Geneura- came^ 
(Unknown  to' all  his  country  and  his- name) 
Who^  ami*d  in  her  defence^  hafcd  fought  the  fields 
Remained  apart ;  and  all  that  pafsM>  beheld;  95 

But  now  the  king  defir*d  his  name  toknowj 
And  begg'd  him  from  Ws  caique  his'  face  to  ftiow  5 
That  as  his  generous  purpofe  clairb'd  regard^ 
He  might  with  royil  gifts'  foch  w6rth  reward* 
At  length  he  lifted  up  the  hdm  he  worcj  too 

Difclofing*  features  oft  dilblos^d  bfefore. 

Behold  (he  cry*d)  the  knight,  whom  late  mrfled 
By  lying  fame'  Geneura  wept  for  dead  t 
Behold*  that  Ariodantes,  late  thelport 
Of  winds  and  waves>  returned  to  Scotlarfd's  coiirf,  165 
Sick  with'  deipair  and  Ibathing  tital  breath, 
1  fought  in  whelming  feas  a  Welcome  deadi : 
But  Heaven  fdrbade— ^the  tide  my  body  bofdj 
And  threw  itte  felifeiefs  on  the  rocky  fhore, 
A  pious  hermit  there  itiy  life  retriev'di  '  t  to 

His  counfel  footh^d  tite  and  his"  caVc  i=e(Jeiv*d* 

£  ^  Geneura'i 
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Gencura*5  danger  foon  my  foul  opprefs'd. 
And  Love  refum'd  his  enapire  o'er  my  breaft : 
I  heard  Lurcanio,  by  refentment  fway'd, 
To  Scodand's  peers  accus'd  the  haplefs  maid —    115 
Ah !  could  I  fee  my  once-lov'd  princefs  led 
A  wretched  vidtim  to  the  funeral  bed ! 
Ah  me  !  (I  thought)  can  love  like  mine  behold 
The  cruel  flame  her  tender  limbs  enfold ! 
Friends— brothers — all  forgot — the  fatal  ftrife        120 
This  hand  fhall  meet,  and  guard  her  threatened  life. 
Thus  fix'd  in  my  refolves,  I  chofe  with  Ipeed 
This  fable  mail  and  rein'd  an  unknown  fteed ; 
And  to  die  diftant  lift  my  courfe  purlli'dj 
And  thus  in  arms  againft  a  brother  ftood»  1 25 

He  ceas*d :  the  king  with  joy  the  knight  received. 
With  joy  he  faw  his  child  from  fate  reprieved : 
Urg'd  by  his  court,  and  at  Rinaldo's  prayer^ 
He  gave  to  Ariodant  Gencura  fair : 
Albania's  dukedom>  which  the  king  again  13a 

Receiv'd>  the  traitor  Polinefib  flain. 
Which  ne'er  could  chance  in  more  propidous  hour. 
The  fire  decreed  his  daughter's  nuptial  dower. 
Rinaldo  then  Belinda's  caufe  embrac'd,. 
And  pardon  gain'd  for  all  her  errors  paft,  135 

Who 
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Who  wcary'd  with  the  world's  unhappy  ftate. 

Now  vow'd  to  Heaven  her  mind  to  dedicate : 

Foriaking  Scotland  fhe  to  Dacia  went. 

And  there  her  days  in  hallow'd  doifters  fpent. 

Rinaldo  then  his  embafly  dilplay'd,  140 

To  beg  from  Scotland  and  from  England  aid ; 

And  Ihew'd,  befide  his  monarch's  earncit  prayer. 

How  glory  call'd  them  to  Ibpport  the  war. 

To  this  the  king  reply'd  without  delay. 

That  to  the  furtheft  limit  of  his  fway,  145 

His  ibul  was  ever  ready  to  maintain 

The  empire's  rights  and  weal  of  Charlemain. 
The  monarch  ipoke  i  and  infbuit  gave  command 

To  levy  hor&  and  fbqt  throug^ut  the  land ; 

Equips  a  numerous  fleet  to  ft^m  the  tides,  1 50 

And  various  ftores  for  every  need  {wovides. 
Now  brave  Rinaldo,  haftenii^  to  depart 
For  England's  realm,  t^e  king  with  grateful  heart 
To  Berwick's  town  convey'd  the  valiant  peer. 
There,  parting,  fhed  for  grief  a  tender  tear*  155 

The  bufy  mariners  their  anchors  Ihip, 
And  plough  fecurcly  through  the  foamy  deep 
With  rapid  courfe,  till  filver  Thames  they  gain^ 
"VVli^crc  firft  he  mingles  with  the  briny  main* 

E3  Along 
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Along  the  flream  with  oars  and  f^  they  fly^;       i^ioi 
Till  London's  (tac^ly  tpwers  falute  their  eyc#, 

Rinal4o  did  ffQin  Charles  and  Otho  bring 
(Otho  befi^'d  in  Paris  .with  the  king) 
Commifllpn  to  liie  priqce,  whofe  hqnour'd  hapd 
By  depmtation  rul'd  the  Englifh  land,  1 65 

To  raife  fupplies  s  and  from  fair  Albion's  coajfl; 
Embarjc  for  Calais'  fhore  the  friendly  hoft^ 
To  Charleniain  and  France  a  welcome  aid : 
The  prince,  who  then  die  regal  fceptre  fway'd 
In  Qtho's  llead,  to  brave  Rinaldo's  name  i  y p 

Such  honours  paid:;  as  Othp'sfelf. might  claim; 
Then^  anfwenng  his  .demands,  he  ftlmn^on'^d  all 
The  neighbouring  forces  that  ol?ey*d  his  call; 
YHth  thofe  that  in  the  (ubjeft  iflands  lay. 
To  nieet  together  pn  a  certaii^  day,  175 

While  thefc  for  France  prepared  their  welcome  aid, 
Fdr  Bradamant  to  feek  Rogero  ftray*d : 
To  her. this  gende  kni^  affedtioh  bore,. 
Wha  canrie  with  Agramant  from  Afric's  fhore ; 
And  (he,  nor  n^rs'd  in  wilds,  nor  favage  born,       1 80 
Received  not  love  like  his  with  maiden  feorn. 
Soon  as  her  valiant  arm  to  earth  had  caft 
Circaffia's  prince>  a  hill  aod  wood  fhe  pAfs'd; 

Then 
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Then  reached  a  ftream  that  trickling  through  theplaio. 
Gave  cooling  beverage  to. the  drooping  fwain»       18.5 
Where  ancient  trees  enrich'd  the  peaceful  fcene. 
And  fenc'd  from  noon-tide  heat  the  cheerful  green. 

Here,  as  the  virgin  turn'd  her.  eyes  afide. 
On  the  fair  bank  a  comely  youth  ftic  ipy!di> 
Fafl  by  the  margin  of  the  flogd  he  lay,  199^ 

The  margin  with  a  thoufand  colours  gay. 
Alone  and  filent  iij  a  penfive  mopd^^ 
With  fleadfafl:  gaze  the  cryftal  flrcanx  he^  vicw*d ; 
Not  diflant  far  a  tree  his  courferheld. 
Aloft  were  hung  his  helmet  and  his  ihieldT  195 

His  eyes  were  moiftwith  tears,  his  head  declined. 
Sad  indicsi,ti6ns  of  a  troubled  mind. 

Urg'd  by  defire  which  prompts  each  generous  heart  • 
In  others  woes  to  bear  a  friendly  part. 
The  virgin  begs  th'  afflided  knight  to  (how  2cx> 

His  fecret  ftate,  and  whence  his  fprrows  flqw. 

Thus  he — Know,  gentle  knight,  a  valiant  crew- 
Of  horfe  and  foot,  in.  aid  of  Charles,  I  drew : 
With  n)e  a  damfel  went,  for. whom  my  brcaft 
Had  long  the  powerful  fire  of  love  confefs'd :         205 
When,  lo !  we  faw  near  Rhodan*s  rapid  tide 
A  knight  all-arjfn'd  a  flying  fteed  beftride. 

E  4  Soon 
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» 

Soon  as  the  robber  viewed  my  blooming  fair. 
Swift  as  a  falcon  through  the  yielding  air, 
,  He  flew,  and  feiz'd  her  trembling  with  difmay,      210 
Then  bore  her  fudden  in  his  arms  away : 
Wild  with  my  fate,  I  rov*d  with  frantic  mind, 
Carelefs  of  life,  and  left  my  men  behind: 
Six  tedious  days,  from  morn  to  eve,  I  pafs'd 
O'er  many  a  pendent  cliff  and  horrid  wafte.  215 

At  length  a  wild  and  lonely  vale  I  found. 
With  hills  and  dreadful  caves  encompafs'd  round. 
Here,  in  the  midft,  a  wondrous  rock  I  view'd^ 
On  which  a  Itrong  and  ftately  caftle  flood. 
That  feem'd  afar  to  Ihine  like  glowing  flame  j       220 
Nor  hardened  earth,  nor  ftone  composed  the  fi-ame. 
This  fort,  the  demons,  fi-om  th'  infernal  plains 
By  fuming  incenffe  drawn  and  magic  flrains. 
Enclosed  with  fleel,  to  which  the  Stygian  wave> 
And  Stygian  fire  eternal  temper  gave :  225 

A  dazzling  polifh  brighten'd  every  tower. 
Which  fpots  could  ne'er  defile  nor  rufl  devour. 

The  robber  fcours  the  country  day  and  night. 
Then,  with  his  prey,  he  thither  bends  his  flight : 
Thither  my  fair,  my  better  part  he  bore,  230 

And  never,  never  mufl  I  view  her  more ! 

What 
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What  hope  remain*d !  In  vain  with  longing  eyes, 
I  fee  the  place  where  all  my  treafure  lies ! 
The  rock  fo  high  and  fteep,  who  enters  there, 
Muft  learn  to  wing  his  paflage  through  the  air.      i^S 

While  in  fulpenfe  I  ftood,  from  far  I  lpy*d 
Two  champions  and  a  dwarf  that  feem'd  their  guide  i 
Thcfe  warriors  both,  and  chiefs  of  mighty  fame, 
A  monarch  one,  Gradaflb  was  his  name ; 
The  other  was  a  youth  of  courage  prov'd,  240 

Rogero,  in  Biferta's  court  belov*d. 
They  come  (declared  the  dwarf)  to  try  their  power 
Againil  the  lord  of  this  enchanted  towen 
Then  I — Vouchfafe,  O  generous  knights !  to  hear 
A  wretch's  fond  complaints  with  pitying  ear  5        1245 
And  if  in  fight  your  arms  viftorious  prove, 
(As  fore  I  truft  they  fliall)  reftore  my  love. 

Meanwhile  the  warriors  to  the  rock  drew  nigh, 
\         Difputing  who  fhould  firft  th*  adventure  try. 

At  length  Gradaflb  (whether  lots  defig^'d,  250 

Or  elfe  Rogero  to  his  will  inclined) 
Lifts  to  his  mouth  the  horn :  the  cliffs  around. 
The  rock  and  fortrefs  to  the  noife  rcfouhd : 
When,  lo !  the  magic  knight,  with  inftant  fpeed, 
Rufli'd  fi-om  the  portal  on  the  fiying  fteed.'  255 

At 
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At  firft  he  feems  by  flaw^degpocs:  to  rife : 
Like  cranes,  prepared  to  fail  tp  foccigi  fki^s*. 
Then  ere  Gradafib  cao  perceive  hi&» flight,. 
He  feels  the  fpear  v4th  dreadf\d  ilrengtb  a)ig^: 
The  fpear  breaks  ihcut  > .  Grada^b  fbrikesra^ii^^^  2^ 
But  furious  flrikes  the  j^iding  air  in  vaio; 
The  ftcrn  magician  fearlefs  an  the  wind 
Afcending,  leaves  the  champions  far.  behind. 
The  good  Alfana,  with  thje  force  opprefs'd, 
Reclin'd  on  earth  awhile  the  fhock  coi^&fs'd^        065, 
Alfana  was  the  mare  Gradafib  reiu'd^  ^ 
The  faireft  bea.fl  that  ever  kni^t  fuftain'd; 

And  now  the  {brc*rer  mounts  the  ibury  Ikics^ 
Then  wheels  around^  and  down  agaia  he  fHes  -, 
Now  on  Rogero  falls,  who  feeks  to  bring  270. 

His  needful  fuccour  to  ih*  aftoniih-'d  king. 
The  fwift  aflault  difturbfr  the  ypudiful  knight» 
While  fcarce  his  horfe  fupports  th'  unequal  fight; 
And  when  he  turns  to  ftrike,  he  fees  the  fbe^ 
Ride  on  the  clouds  and  niock  the  fruftr^^je  blow*  275 

Thus  did  thefe  three  the  doubtful  ftrife  nuintain. 
That  high  in  air,  thefe  lowly  on-  the  plain  ^ 
Till  rifmg  night  her  dufky  veil  diiplay'dj^ 
And  wrapt  each  objedt  in  furrounding  Ihade^ 
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J 

On  his  left  arm  the  foe  was  feen  to  wield,  a 80 

Clos'd  in  a  filken  cafe,  a  mighty  Ihield ; 
Whofe  polifh'd  orb,  emitting  magic  light. 
In  death-like  flumber  feals  the  gazer's  fight. 
Bright  as  Pyropus  fliines  the  buckler's  blaze  ^ 
No  mortal  e'er  beheld  fuch  dazzling  rays:  285 

Full  in  their  eyes  the  flafhing  fplendor  play'd. 
And  prone  on  earth  each  knight  was  fenfelefs  laid,. 
Like  theirs,  a  fudden  fleep  my  fenfes  bound  5 
But  when,  at  length,  recovering  from  the  ground 
I  rofe,  and  fought  the  knights  and  dwarf  again ;     290 
Dark  was  the  mount  and  delblate  the  plain ! 
Th'  unpitying  foe  had  feiz'd.the  haplcfs  pair. 
And  borne  them  to  his  caftle  through  the  air. 
Thus  by  the  light,  that  o'er  their  eyes  he  fpread. 
Their  liberty  is  gone,  my.  hopes  are  fled !  1^^ 

Now  judge,  what  woes  with  mine  can  equal  prove. 
Of  all  the  various  woes  that  fpring  from  love. 

Thus  faid  the  knight,  and  thus  his  fortune  mourn'd. 
Then  penfive  to  his  filent  grief  return'd : 
This  was  that  earl,  whofe  birth  M^ganza  claim'd,   300 
Anfelmo's  fon,  and  Pinabeilo  nam'd  \    ' 
Who,  like  his  race  for  wicked  anions  known> 
Increas'd  his  kindred  vices  by  his  own. 

When 
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When  lov'd  Rogero's  name  the  virgin  heard. 
By  turns  a  gladnefs  in  her  looks  appeared  j  305 

By  turns  her  bofom  gjiow'd  with  anxious  pain. 
And  oft  fhe  begg'd  to  hear  the  tale  again. 

Then  full  infor^i'd :  Sir  knight  (fiie  cry^d)  give  o'er. 
This  unavailing  grief,  and  rriourn  no  more : 
H4te  i  to  the  coftle  be  our  courfe  addrefir,  310 

Whofe  walls  arc  with  fo  rich  a  treafure  bleft : 
Nor  (hall  we  find  in  vain  our  labour  (pent. 
If  favouring  fortune  anfwcr  my  intent. 

And  (hall  I,  then,  your  lucklefs  feet  to  guide. 
Again  tho(c  mountains  pafs  ?  (the  youth  reply 'd)  315 
For  me,  indeed,  but  little  were  the  fmart 
To  toil  my  body,  having  loft  my  heart. 
Yet  why  (hould  you  fteep  rocks  and  barren  plains 
Thus  rafhly  tread,  to  purchafe  flavidi  ch^ns  ? 
But,  warn'd  in  time,  if  evil  chance  enfues,  320 

Not  me  urtjuftly,  but  yourfelf  accufe^ 

Thus  havi^ig  faid,  he  mounts  without  delay 
To  lead  the  noble  damfel  on  the  way ; 
When  lo !  a  meffengcr  that  fwiftly  rode, 
Purfu'd  them  clofe  behind,  and  call'd  aloud ;         32$ 
The  fame,  who  told  kmg  Sacripant  the  force 
Of  Bradamant  haid  hurl'd  him  fi-om  his  horfe^ 

WhQ 
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Who  from  Montpelier  and  Narbona  came. 

With  fudden  tidings  to  the  martial  dame. 

That  all  the  land  was  kindled  with  alarms,  330 

And  all  the  coaft  of  Acquamort  in  arms. 

Thefe  tidings  heard,  a  doubtful  paufe  enfu*d. 
And  undetermined  for  awhile  fhe  flood: 
On  that  fide  honour  and  her.fiiends  aflairdj 
On  this  the  ftronger  fires  of  love  prevail'd,  335 

At  length  rejR>Iv*d  to  end  the  tafk  defign'd. 
And  free  Rogero  in  the  tower  confin'd ; 
The  damfel  firjft  excused  a  Ihort  delay. 
Then  fent  the  meffenger  well-pleas'd  away. 

Now^  turning  round,  her  forrtier  path  flie  took ;  340 
Her  Pinabel  purfu'd  with  alter'd  look  j 
For  anxious  fears  perplex'd  his  troubled  mind. 
Left  flie  fhould  know  him  of  Maganza's  kind. 
An  ancient  feud  between  thefe  houfes  reign'd. 
And  oft  their  mutual  blood  the  earth  diftain'd.      345 
Then  Pinabel  belpoke  the  virgin  knight : 
The  weftem  fun  withdraws  his  fading  light ; 
Beyond  that  l>ill,  unlefs  my  mem'ry  fail. 
There  ftands  a  ftately  caftle  in  the  vale : 
Here  patient  wait,  while  from  yon  height  I  try     350 
T'  explore  the  pro{peft  with  a  furer  eye. 

So 
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So  faying,  to  the  hill  he  bent  his  courfe^ 
And  up  the  fteepy  fummit  fpurr^d  his  horfe; 
When  fudden  here  a  monftrous  Ciave  he  found. 
Hewn  out  with  labour  in  the  ftony  ground :  355. 

Full  thirty  cubits  deep  it  fcenm'd  in  fliow : 
A  fair  ard  lofty  gate  appeared  below. 
Which  through  the  Ihade  a  glimmering  brightnefs  gave^ 
Aik  of  a  torch  that  burnt  within  the  cave. 

While  doubtful  here  he  ftood,  a  fudden  thought  369 
Of  treacherous  purpofe  in  his  bofom  wrought : 
He  makes  the  damfel  from  her  fteed  alight. 
And,  pointing  out  the  cavern  to  her  fight. 
Tells  her  within  its  confines  he  had  feen, 
A  dame  of  beauteous  face  and  graceful  mien;       365 
Whofe  courtly  looks  and  coftly  garments  fhow*d 
Her  birth  deriv'd  from  no  ignoble  blood : 
But  fr^m  her  eyes  fhe  pour*d  a  tender  Ihower, 
And  feem'd  her  loft  condition  to  deplore 
And  when  he  thought  t'  attain  a  nearer  view,        370 
And  learn  the  caufe  from  which  her  grief  Ihe  drew. 
One  from  the  inner  grot  with  fury  came. 
And  feizing  carry'd  off  the  weeping  dame. 

The  dauntlefs  Bradamant,  whofe  generous  mind, 

UnconfcioUs  of  the  wile  the  wretch -defign'd,         375 

With 
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^With  ardor  glowed  to  give  Ae  fair  one  aid, 
Revolves  how  feeft  flie  may  the  cave  invade ; 
When  on  a  Idfty  ehn'fhe  call  her  eyes, 
And  midft  the^>o«ghs  a  mighty  branch  efpies :    . 
This'WMf  lier  Iword  (he  hews,  and  lops  the  leaves,  380 
TT-hat  done,  the  cavern's  mouth  the  pole  receives. 
She  prays  her  treacherous  guide  aloft  to  ftand. 
And  graip  the  end,  tenacious,  in  his  hand* 
Now  firft  within'  the  cave  her  feet  defccnd. 
While  as  (hd  ^b&s^  -her  arms  her  weight  fulpend :     3  45 
When'  PitwibtHoy  fcoffing,  aflc'd  the  maid 
To  leap  below— ^then  loos'd  his  gra^,  and  fai<J: 
O !  would'that* all  thy  race  with  thee  were  join'd. 
That' thus  I  might  at  once  deftroy  the  Idnd. 

But  hgppier  fortune  than  the  traitor  meant,       390 
All-gracious  Heaven,  to  fave  the  guildefi,  fent: 
The  pole  firft  %hted  on  the  ground  below. 
And  iriftant  fliiver'd  with  the  forceful  blow. 
The  traitor  d^em'd  her  in  the  cavern  dead. 
And,  with  a  -  vifkge  pale  through  guilty  dread,       395 
The  place,:  polluted  by  his  crime,  forlbok. 
Then  inftant  Ipeeding  back,  his  courfer  took : 
That  every  aftion  nndght  his  foul  betray. 
He  with  him  'bears  the  virgin's  fteed  away, 

9  •       \  Soon 
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Soon  as  the  maid  again  from  earth  was  rais'd,^^  ^  400 

With  the  hard  Ihock  and  fudden  fall  amaz'd. 

She  entered  boldly  through  the  gate,  which  gave 

An  entrance  to  the  fecond,  larger  cave. 

The  building,  fquare  within,  and  Ipacious  made, 

A  ftately  temple  to  the  fight  difplay'd.  405 

Magnificent  the  fumptuous  pQe  appeared. 

On  pillars  fair  of  alabafter  rear'd. 

An  altar  in  the  mid  ft;  and  kindled  bright, 

A  lamp  before,  caft  round  a  trembling  light. 

Soon  as  the  damfel  view'd,  with  pious  mindj     410 
This  facred  place  for  holy  rites  defign'dj 
Devoutly  on  her  knees  the  earth  Ihe  prefs'd,         .  . 
And  to  the  king  of  Heaven  her  prayers  addrefi'd.    . 
Meantime  a  fudden  jarring  found  was  heard. 
When  from  a  narrow  gate  a  dame  appear'd,  415 

Ungirt,  with  feet  unfhod,  with  hair  diiplay'd. 
Who,  by  her  name  addrels'd  the  warrior-maid. 

And  thus — O  generous  Bradamant !  (fhe  faid) 
Not  without  Heaven's  appointment  hither  led: 
Behold  this  ancient  cave,  by  Merlin  wrought,        420 
Merlin  in  every  art  of  magic  taught : 
Here,  with  bewitching  looks  and  wiles  prepared. 
The  lady  of  the  lalce  his  heart  enfiiar'd : 

His 
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His  fepulchre  is  here,  whofe  womb  contains 

The  deathlefs  fpirit  and  decay'd  remains :  42^ 

To  this  he  by  her  blandiihments  was  led. 

And  what  received  alive,  detains  him  dead. 

His  living  foul  muft  with  his  corfe  repofe^ 

Till  the  laft  trump  the  fatal  angel  blows. 

His  voice  furvives,  and  oft  is  heard  to  come         43(5 

In  timefiil  mufic  from  the  marble  tomb. 

Meliffa  view,  that  long  has  here  remained 

For  thee  I  travelled  from  a  diftant  land  -, 

Since  he,  whofe  fage  prediftions  never  ly'd. 

This  hour  for  thy  arrival  prophefy'd.  435 

She  faid  5  and  Amon*s  daughter,  while  ftie  Ipokc;, 
With  filencfe  heardj  amazement  in  her  look ; 
When  cafting  on  the  ground  her  baihful  eyes. 
She  to  the  da'mij  with  modeft  grace  replies.- 
Alas !  what  praife  has  my  unworthy  nam^,  440 

That  prophets  my  arrival  Ihould  proclaim  ? 

Then  rapt  with  joy  at  fuch  a  bleft  event. 
Silent  flie  foUow'd  where  the  matron  went. 
Slow  leacUng  to  the  tomb,-  in  which  detained- 
The  ghoft  of  Merlin  with  his  bones  remained.-      445 

Scarce  o*er  the  threlhold  pafs'd  the  warrior-damey 
And  to  the  gavern's  deep  receffes  came/ 

Vol.  I.  F  When 
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When  from  .the  breatWefs  cky  in  pleafing  flxain, 
T'  accoft  the  fair  the  fpirit  thus  began. 

May  fortune  all  thy  juft  endeavours  aid,  450 

O  ever  chafte,  and  ever  honoured  maid ! 
From  whofe  glad  Womb  mull  fpring  the  fruitful  race 
That  Italy,  and  all  the  world  fliall  grace ! 
Hence  to  fulfil  what  Heaven  has  long  decreed. 
For  which  'tis  doomed  thou  Ihalt  Rogero  wed,      455 
Boldly  purfue  the  ardor  of  thy  foul. 
Nor  think  that  aught  can  thy  defires  control  j 
For  he  who  keeps  thy  knight  in  captive  bands. 
Shall  fink  oppreft  beneath  thy  conquering  hands. 

Here  ceas'd  the  voice;  the  matron  now  prepares  46Q 
To  flaow  to  Bradamant  her  deftin'd  heirs. 
Then,  in  the  temple,  by  her  fide  Ihe  j^ac'd 
The  warlike  fair,  but  firft  a  circle  trac'di 
And,  to  defend  her  from  the  Ipirits,  fpread 
A  magic  coveiing  o'er  the  virgin*s  head :  465 

She  bade  her  filent  ftand,  then  op'd  a  book. 
In  which  Ihe  read,  and  with  the  demons  ipoke. 

Lo !  fix)m  the  outward  cave  they  rulh'd  to  view. 
And,  thickening,  round  the  facred  circle  drew  5 
But  all  attempts  to  enter,  fi-uitlefs  found,  470 

As  if  a  foife  or  rampart  ftretch'd  around. 

Then 
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Then  in  the  cavern,  where  the  iKiniiig  tomb 

Contained  the  holy  relicks  in  its  wombi- 

The  demons  entered,  when,  in  order  due^ 

They  thrice  had  circled  round  in  fair  review*        47  5 

tVhile,  as  they  pafs'd,  the  lage  divining  nnaid 

Their  names,  their  manners,  and  their  deeds  difplay'dn 

Soon  as  flic  found  the  damfel  thus  dilpos'dj 

Her  magic  book  the  learn'd  enchantrefs  clos'd : 

At  once  the  phantoms  fiirunk  to  yiewlefs  night,    480 

And  all  the  vilion  vanilli'd  from  the  fight. 

Till  mom  the  virgin  in  the  cave  remained. 

With  fage  difcottrfe  by  Merlin  entertained. 

But  when  the  fun  his  glowing  beants  dilplay'd. 

She  Jeft  the  !able  fubterranean  fhade  3  485 

And  now,  afcendbg,  reach'd  a  defert  place 

With  favage  hills,  imtrod  by  human  race- 

The  live-long-day,  unrdling,  they  puriu^d 

> 
Their  courfe,  and  many  a  rock  and  torrent  Viewed, 

Still,  as  t§iey  went,  endeavouring  to  allay  49^ 

With  fwect  dtfcourfe  the  labours  of  the  "V^^ay, 

But  chidf  the  prophetefs  inftrufts  the  maid 

What  means  may  beft  th'  imprifon'd  champion  aid. 

T'  oppofe  th*  enchanter's  arts  on  me  rely. 

Nor  can  the  world  ah  aki  like  this  fupply.  495 

f  %  King 
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King  Agramant  a  ring  of  great  import 

Has  given  Brunello  of  Biferta's  court, 

This  ring,  that  graced  a  royal  virgin's  hand. 

Can  every  fraud  of  magic  power  withftand. 

Brurtello,  fkiU'd  and  crafty  in  deceit,.  500 

His  monarch  fends  to  work  a  hardy  feat. 

That,  by  his  cunning  and  enchanted  ring. 

He  from  the  caftle  may  Rc^ero  bring. 

Whom  much  the  king  efteems — but  Ihall  he  owe 

His  freedom  to  a  Pagan,  and  our  foe  ?  505 

Three  days  your  courfe  along  the  fhorc  purfue ; 

(The  Ihore  will  foon  appear  before  our  view) 

The  third  your  fteps  will  to  the  dwelling  bring. 

Where  you  fhall  meet  the  man  that  wears  the  ring. 

His  ftature  (keep  the  pifture  in  your  mind)  510 

Is  not  fix  Ipans,  his  head  to  earth  declin'd. 

Dark  is  his  tawny  fkin,  and  black  his  hairs ; 

On  his  pale  face  a  bufhy  beard  he  wears : 

His  eyes  are  fwoln  j  his  fquinting  looks  afide ; 

His  eye- brows  (taring,  and  his  noftrils  wide :         515 

His  drefs,  which  gives  you  all  the  man  complete,   , 

Is  fhort  and  ftrait,  and  for  a  courier  meet. 

Go  where  he  leads — and  mark  my  words  aright. 

Soon  as  the  rock  appears  before  your  fight. 

Your 


BookIL  ORLANDO.  69 

Youf  fix'd  refblves  let  no  entreaty  Ihake,  520 

But  feize  the  wretch,  his  forfeit  ring  to  take. 

Thus  fpeaking  j  to  the  fhore  at  length  they  drew. 
Where  Bourdeaux  and  Garonna  rofe  to  view ; 
And  here,  but  firft  fome  tender  tears  they  ftied. 
They  parted  as  their  different  purpofe  led.  525 

Duke  Amon's  daughter,  whofe  impatient  breaft 
Rogero  fill'd,  her  eager  journey  prefs'd. 
Till  at  an  inn  at  length  Ihe  ceas*d  her  way. 
And  faw  Brunello  there  at  clofe  of  day. 

Full  well  fhe  knew  the  man  ihe  fought  to  find,    530 
So  well  his  form  was  treafur'd  in  her  mind. 
While  watchful  on  his  hands  her  eye  fhe  bends. 
And  every  look  and  every  word  attends. 
She  fees  the  hofl  and  all  the  houfhold  high. 
Gazing  aloft,  as  when  the  vulgar  fpy  ^^S 

A  dark  cclipfe  or  comet  in  the  fky. 
And  now  a  wondrous  fight  the  virgin  faw, 
(A  wondrous  fight  furpaffing  nature's  law !) 
A  courier  through  the  air  diredt  his  flight. 
Who  bore  upon  his  back  an  armed  kyiight.  540 

Large  were  his  wings,  with  different  colours  grac'd. 
And  in  the  midft  the  magic  knight  was  plac'd : 
His  fhining  arms  of  polifh'd  fleel  appeared, 
,AJid  towards  the  weftern  fkies  his  courfe  he  fleer'd ; 

F  3  Till, 
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Till,  finking,  he  behind  the  mountains  flew:  Jvj,^ 

Then  thus  the  hoft — Yon  flying  warrior  view^ 
Who  cuts  through  fields  of  air  his  rapid  way^ 
And  every  beauteous  damfel  niakes  his  prey> 
High  on  a  rock  this  lawlefs  robber  dwells. 
Where  flands  a  fort  of  fteel,  whofe  frame  excek   550 
Whate'er,  of  wondrous,  old  traditioix  tells. 
Full  many  kni^ts  have  fought  the  place  in  vain. 
For  none  could  boaft  they  e'er-  return* d  again. 

Then  thus  the  warrior-dame — Let  one  be  found 
Whofe  fteps  may  guide  me.  to  this  fatal  ground:  ^5^ 
For  know  I  burn  with  rage  to  prove  my.  might 
On  this  magician  in  adventurous  fight* 
Thou  Ihalt  not  want  an  aid  (Brunello  ery'd) 
Pehold  myfelf  I  proffer  for  your  guide. 
Each  maze  and  tangled  wopd  I  can  dilplay,  c6f%^ 

With  many  fecrets  to  beguile  the  way. 
With  grateful  thanks  I  take  you  for  my  guide, 
In  hope:?  to  gain  the  ring,  the  maid  reply'd. 
The  hofl:  a  courfer  brought  the  virgin-kjiight. 
Apt  fpr  the  road,  and  ftrongly  limb*d  for  %ht;     565 
On  this  Ihe  raountjpd  and  her  way  purfu'd. 
Soon  as  the  rjifing  morn  the  day  rei^ew'i 
From  fteep  tp  fteep,  fronj  wood  to  wogd  they  pa& 'd^ 
TiJl  faip'd  Pyreiie's  hills  diey  r^ach'd  at  laftj 

From 
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Fi-om  whofc  high  fummit  ftiow'd  a  rough  defccnt,  570 

That  winding  to  the  lower  valley  went  j 

Wliere,  in  the  midft,  a  rocky  mountain  flood 

On  which  aloft  the  walls  of  fteel  they  view'd. 

Behold  th'  enchanter's  tower  (Brunello  faid) 

In  which  the  knights  and  dames  are  prifoners  made.  57  5 

Hewn  in  four  equal  fides,  the  mountain  rofe 
Above  the  plain ;  nor  path  nor  ftep  it  fhows 
T'  aflift  the  feet  ^  but  feem*d  a  place  defign'd 
For  fome  ftrange  animal  of  winged  kind. 
Here,  while  Brunello  unfufpedting  pafs'd,  580 

The  wary  virgin  feiz'd,  and  bound  him  faft 
To  a  ftrong  trunk  beneath  the  beech's  fhade ; 
But  from  his  finger  firft  the  ring  convey 'd. 
In  vain  his  every  art  Brunello  tries. 
And  begs  his  freedom  with  unmanly  cries :  585 

She  leaves  him  j  and,  with  fteps  fecure  and  flow, 
Forfakes  the  hill,  and  feeks  the  plain  below ; 
Then  winds  her  horn,  that  echoes  to  the  fkies. 
And  boldly  to  thfc  field  her  foe  defies. 

Nor  long  fhe  ftays,  the  fierce  enchanter  hears,    590 
And,  ifluing  from  the  caftle-gate,  appears : 
But  Bradamant  beheld  with  fecret  joy. 
Her  foe  no  weapons  in  the  field  employ; 

F4  Nor 
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Nor  lance>  nor  heavy  mace,  nor  fword  he  wore. 

To  bruife  the  armour,  and  the  corflet  bore.  595 

On  his  left  arm  was  brac'd  a  myftic  fhield, 

Whofe  wondrous  orb  a  crimfon  veil  conceard: 

His  right  hand  held  a  book,  and  while  he  read, 

Illufive  phantoms  round  his  foes  he  Ipread : , 

With  fpear  or  iword  he  feem*d  to  urge  the  fight ;  609 

And  oft  had  dazzled  many  a  warrior's  fight. 

But  no  illufion  was  his  flying  fteed ; 

A  griffin  and  a  mare  the  mingled  breed    , 

Gompos'd ;  and  lik^  his  fire  his  feet  before. 

His  head,  his  feathers,  and  his  wings  he  wore ;      605 

(In  all  the  reft  his  mother-mare  was  ftiown) 

And  by  the  name  of  griffin -horfe  was  known. 

Such,  though  but  rarely,  in  thbfe  hills  appear, 

B,eyond  where  ocean  feels  the  freezing  year. 

Thence  had  the  enchanter  drawn  him  by  his  (kill,    610 

And  made  him  foon  obedient  to  his  will : 

Againft  the  virgin  nought  availed  his  art, 

Such  virtue  could  the  facred  ring  impart. 

Ai\d  now  flie  fe^ms  enrag'd  to  ftrjke  the  wind  j 

Now  darts  before ;  thm  fwiftly  turns  behind.         615 

At  laft  (for  fo  Melifla's  words  required. 

To  win  the  palm  which  moft  the  maid  defu-'d) 

la 
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In  fury  from  her  fteed  flie  feems  to  light. 

And  eager  on  her  feet  purfue  the  fight. 

This  fccn,  the  necromancer  from  his  fhield  620 

Removes  the  covering  that  the  light  conceal'd : 

Soon  as  fhe  faw  the  magic  beams  expos'd. 

She  fell,  each  eye  in  feeming  flumber  clos'd. 

Her  wile  fucceeding,  fwiftly  wheeling  round. 

The  flying  horfeman  lighted  on  the  ground:  625 

On  foot  he  leapt,  and  left  his  fhield  behind, 

Ty'd  to  his  faddle,  in  the  veil  confined. 

Then  haften'd  where  th'  expefting  damfel  lay  \ 

(So  waits  a  wolf  to  make  the  kid  his  preyj) 

While,  on  the  plain  neglefted,  he  forfook  630 

(With  which  he  wag'd  the  war)  his  magic  book. 

Now  with  a  chain  to  bind  his  foe  he  thought, 

A  chain  prepared,  for  fuch  a  purpofe  brought; 

But  here  an  unexpefted  difference  found ; 

The  ndble  damfel  hurPd  him  to  the  ground;         635 

He  far  unfit  a  flrife  like  this  to  wage  \ 

She  flrong  in  youth,  and  he  unnerv'd  with  age. 

Now  Bradamant  her  conquering  weapon  fpread. 
And  from  his  fboulders  thought  to  part  his  head ; 
But  pity  pleading  former  vanquifh'd  fbe,  640 

S;}ie  marked  his  features  worn  with  age  and  wo. 

Who 
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Who  by  his  filvcr  locks  and  reverend  mien. 
Of  many  an  annual  ha  die  courfe  had  fcen. 
Meantime  a  new  defire  poffefs'd  the  dame. 
To  learn  th'  enchanter's  country,  and  his  name  ^    645 
And  what  he  by  that*  rocky  tower  defign'd. 
Built  in  a  wild,  to  ravage  all  mankind. 
Alas !  for  no  ill  purpofe  (thus  replies 
The  old  enchanter,  mingling  tears  and  fighs) 
On  yon  fteep  rock  I  built  my  fettled  home,  650 

Nor  avarice  makes  me  round  the  country  roam ; 
But  fond  parental  fears  my  foul  incite. 
To  fave  from  peril  great  a  gende  knight. 
Long  threatened  by  his  ftars,  in  Gallia's  land 
To  die  a  Chriftian  by  a  treacherous  hand.  65c 

A  youth  like  this,  for  looks  and  courage  bold. 
Ne'er  did  the  fun  'twixt  either  pole  behold  $ 
Rogero  call'd :  his  infancy  with  care 
I  nurs'd :  Adantes  is  the  jjtame  I  bear^ 
Defire  of  fame,  but  more  his  cruel  chance,  560- 

With  Agramant  allur'd  his  ftep  to  France  5 
While  I,  who  love  him  with  a  parent's  love. 
Sought  him  from  France  and  danger  to  remove ; 
For  this  alone  I  rais'd  the  ftately*%ower. 
To  keep  Rogerd's  life  from  fortune's  power:        665 

9  With 
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With  gallant  dames  and  knights  I  fiU'd  the  place. 

With  many  others  of  the  nobleft  race ; 

That,  though  deny'd  to  leave  this  fafe  retreat. 

Society  might  make  his  bondage  fweet. 

Alas !  if  like  your  gentle  looks,  you  bear  670 

A  gentle  heart,  in  pity  hear  my  prayer. 

That  buckler  take,  which  I  with  joy  refign. 

And  take  that  flying  fteed  which  once  was  mine. 

Nay,  aU  my  prilbners,  if  thou  feek'ft,  receive. 

So  thou  aJone  wilt  my  Rogero  leave.  6f^r 

But  ify  alas !  ev'n  him  thou  would'ft  remove ; 

Before  thou  lead'ft  to  France  the  youth  I  love. 

Ah !  let  me  by  thy  pitying  fword  be  flain. 

And  free  this  fpirit  from  her  houfe  of  pain. 

To  this  the  maid — Thy  fruitlefs  plaints  giveo'tr,  680 
JFor  know  I  will  the  captive  knight  reftore. 
Is  then  Rogero  here  confin'd  with  care, 
T'  avoid  the  threatening  influence  of  his  liar! 
O  blind  to  fate !  or,  grant  thou  canfl:  forefee. 
What  human  power  fhall  alter  Heaven's  decree  ?  685 
3^t  if  thy  prefent  chance  was  ne'er  foreihown^ 
How  Ihall  another's  chance  by  thee  be  known  ? 
Jtequeft  not  death  from  me  j  fuch  prayers  are  vain : 
Qr  if  fincere  thou  feek'ft  to  end  thy  pain; 

Though 
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Though  all  the  world  denies,  the  noble  mind         690 
Can  from  itfelf  its  own  difmiffion  find. 
But  firft  fet  wide  the  cattle  gate  with  fpeed. 
And  let  thy  prifoners  all  from  bonds  be  freed. 

Now  near  they  came,  where  on  the  rocky  fide 
A  narrow  cleft  the  watchful  virgin  fpy'd,  695 

By  which  the  fteps,  in  windings  from  the  mead. 
To  the  high  fummit  of  the  mountain  lead. 

Atlantes  from  the  threftiold  rnov'd  a  ttone. 
Where  myftic  figns  and  charafters  were  Ihown : 
Beneath  were  veflfels,  whence  was  feen  expire         700 
Sulphureous  fmoke  that  came  from  hidden  fire. 
All  thefe  the  forc'rer  broke ;  and  fudden  grew 
The  country  defert,  comfortlefs  to  view ! 
As  oft  from  nets  the  thruflies  take  their  flighty 
So  fwift  the  necromancer  flew  from  fight :  70 J 

At  once  with  him,  diflTolv'd  to  empty  air, 
The  vanifti'd  cattle  left  the  mountain  bare, 
Surprised,  themfelves  the  knights  and  ladies  found 
From  ftately  rooms  remov'd  to  open  ground : 
While  many  view'd  their  prefent  ftate  with  pain,  7 1 Q 
And  wifli*d  for  pleafing  flavery  again. 
[  Gradaflb,  Sacripant  were  there  to  fee : 
The  knight  Prafijdo  too,  from  prifon  free, 

WhQ 
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Who  with  Rinaldo  came  from  eaftern  lands : 
Iroldo,  joined  widi  him  in  friendly  bands.  715 

Here  noble  Bradamant  widi  joy  perceiv'd 
Her  lov'd  Rogero,  him  for  whom  ftie  griev'd ; 
Who,  when  he  faw  the  beauteous  maid,  exprefs'd 
The  grateful  tranfports  of  an  amorous  breaft. 
From  ihameful  bondage  freed,  the  warriors  came,  7  20 
.  Where  in  the  valley  ftood  the  conquering  dame ; 
And  where  the  wondrous  courfer  they  beheld. 
That  bore  the  buckler  in  the  veil  concealed. 
Rogero  now  to  feize  his  reins  eflay^d. 
And  near  the  knight  the  gentle  courfer  ftay'd,       725 
This  was  Adantes'  work,  whofe  aged  breaft 
A  thoufand  anxious  boding  fears  opprefs'd. 
The  youth  from  good  Frontino  leaps  with  fpeed, 
(Frontino  was  the  champion's  generous  fteed) 
And  dares  the  ftrong-plum'd  courfer  to  beftride,  .  73  gr 
And  claps  his  goring  rowels  in  his  fide : 
He  runs  awhile,  till  rifing  from  the  plain. 
He  Ipurns  the  ground  beneath  and  foars  amain.. 
So  when  the  nnafter  gives  the  falcon  way. 
At  once  he  fhoots  to  feize  the  flying  prey.  73  5 

The  maid,  alarm'd,  beheld  with  fhuddering  ^i^t^ 
Her  dear  Rogero  in  this  dangerous  plight : 

His 
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His  courie  fee  follows  dirowgh  the  fJiftant  lkics> 
While  yet  his  courfe  (he  reaches  wkh  her  eyes. 
Even  when  the.  diftance  feaves  her  eyes  behind,     .740 
She  follows  'ftifl  and  views  him  in  her  mind ; 
Then,  while  her  bofom  heaves  with  tender  wo> 
And  down  her  cheeks  the  tears  unbidden  flow, 
Dqnrting,  takes  Frontino  by  the  rein. 
In  hc^s  to  give  him  to  his  lord  again.  745 
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The       argument. 

RoGERo  is  carried  by  the  flying  horfe  to  Alcina's  ifland, 
where  he  finds  a  knight  transformed  to  a  myrtle,  who  gives 
him  an  account  of  his  transformation.  Rogero  is  oppofed 
in  his  paflage  by  a  troop  of  monfliers,  and  is  afterwards 
accofted  by  two  ladies  belonging  to  Alcina :  he  defeats  the 
giantefs  Eriphila,  arrives  at  the  palace  of  Alcina,  and  is 
feduced  by  her  allurements*  Bradamant,  being  in  great 
affliction  for  his  abfence,  Melifla  comforts  her,  and  under- 
takes to  deliver  him.  Rogero  efcapes  from  Alcina,  and 
travels  towards  the  country  of  Logiftilla,  in  fpite  of  all  the 
obftacles  raifed  to  oppofe  him:  beauties  of  Logiftilla's 
habitation.  Departure  of  Rogero  on  the  grifEn  horfe ;  he 
returns  to  Europe,  vifits  England,  and  is  prefent  at  a  re- 
view of  the  forces  raifed  to  the  affiftance  of  Charlemain. 
He  then  pafles  near  the  ifland  of  Ebuda,  where  he  fees 
Angelica  expofed  to  be  devoured  by  a  fea  monfter. 
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SWIFT  flew  the  winged  fteed,  nor  knew  the 
knight 
To  rule  the  reins>  or  check  his  rapid  flighty 
While  low  beneath  him,  ftretch'd  in  wide  furvey> 
The  varied  earth's  extended  furface  lay  j 
So  far  remote,  that  fcarce  his  eye  deicries  5 

Where  the  vales  fink>  or  where  the  mountains  rife: 
The  griffin  fteers  to  where  in  weftem  ftreams 
The  fun  defcends  when  Cancer  fe^ls  his  beams : 
He  now  has  left  Europa's  climes  afar> 
A  mighty  fpaccv  beyond  thait  region,  where  10 

Unconquer'd  Hercules,  in  ages  paft^ 
His  boundary  to  wandering  feamen  plac'd. 
At  length  he  feems  preparing,  tir'd  with  flighty 
In  airy  rings  uppn  an  ifle  to  light. 
yoL.  L  G  There 
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There  cultur'd  plains  and  grafly  hills  appear,      1 5 
Green  meadows,  flowery  banks,  and  waters  clear ; 
Delightful. groves,  where  palms  andlaiirels  grew, 
'  Cedars,  and  myrdcs^  pleafing  to  the  view : 
With  flowers  and  fruits  the  orange  liands  between ; 
All  intermixed,  a  various  fylvan  fcene  I  2a 

Whofe  gratefijj  fhades  afford,  a  fafe  retreat 
For  flielter  from  the  fun's  meridian  heat. 
Amid  the  boughs  fecure,  with  fluttering  wing. 
The  oigjitingales  with  tuneful  voices  fin^; 
While  'midft  the  rofes  red,  and  lilies  fair,  25 

For  ever  nurs'd  by  kiiKlJy  Zephyr's  care. 
The  nhnbk  hares,  in  waaton  maz^s^  play'd  > 
And  ftately  ftag5  with  branching  antlers  flaray 'd  i 
Without  the  fear  of  hofldlc  hands  they  flood 
Ta  crop,  or  roimnatc,  dwir  grafly  foodr  30 

Soon  a>  the  earth  &)  m^  Rogero  found;,, 
To  reach,  with  fifety,  on  rfar'  eiiarwU'd;  ground 
With  gladfome  heart  he  icaps>  but  ftill  detains 
Bi«  flying  CQEurfer  by  the  flraiteBi'd  reins  5 
Till,  'twixt  a  laurel  ajad  a-  pine-tree  plac'd,  jj[ 

lie  to  a  verdai^t  njyrtle  ties,  him  faft. 
Near  thi^  a  cool  and  cryflal  fauAtain  flows^ 
Which  fruitful  palms. aad  Cjgdajrsi  roun^  cnclofc. 
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His  helm  and  buckkr  here  afide  he  threwi 

And  from  his  hands  his  warlike  gauntlets  drew.      40 

Now  to  the  hilk  he  turn'dj  and  now  the  ieas^ 

Receiving  in  his  face  the  kindly  breeze> 

Which  gently  in  the  oaks  and  beeches  play'd^ 

Whofe  waving  tops  a  pleafing  nnirmur  n^ade* 

Now  in  the  limpid  ftream  he  bathes  his  lips ;  4^ 

And  now  has  hands  within  the  water  dips^ 

To  cool  his  throbbing  pulfe>  and  veins  that  glow'd> 

Oppreft  ben€4ith  his  mafly  armour's  load. 

Meantime  hb  Courier^  ftfuck  with  fudden  fear^ 

As  from  fotne  objed  in  the  Colrert  near^  50 

Drew  ftarded  back — to  look  his  bands  he  try'd^ 

And  fliook  the  myrtle  where  his*  reins  were  ty'd ; 

Shook;  with  fuch  hvce,  ^  niade  the  leaves  around 

Fall  from  the  boQghs»  and  Ibrow  in  heaps  the  ground ; 

Whenwrith'd  with  pain  th'  offended  tree  appear'd^  55 

Till>  groaning^  from  its  bark  theie  words  were  heard* 

If  pity  in  your  bread  can  entrance  find, 
As  fure  your  lodk;s  proplaim  a  courteous  mind^ 
From  my  torn  trunk  unbind  this  moniter's  rein : 
Enough  my  own  affliAions  give  me  pain  i  6k» 

Nx>r  needj  s^s !  external  rage  be  fhown 
T*  ioQceafe  the  woes  I  have  already  known. 

G  2  Rogero 
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Rpgcro  ftarted  at  the  vocal  found. 
But  when  his  ears  the  wondrous  fpeaker  found, 
Amaz'd  he  haftcn*d  and  his  fteed  unty'd,  65 

His  glowing  face  with  flufhing  colour  dy'd. 
Forgive  my  crinic,  whate'er  thou  art  (he  faid) 

Or  parted  ghofl,  or  goddels  of  the  fliade ! 

Yet,  gracious  ftill,  refufe  not  to  declare 

Thy  name  that  doft  fo  ftrange  a  body  wear,  70 

In  which  enclosed  a  living  fpirit  lies ; 

So  Heaven  defend  thee  from  inclement  fldcs ! 

Rogero  ceas*d ;  the  trembling  myrtle  (hook 
From  head  to  foot,  and  thus  in  anlwer  fpoke. 

A  Paladin  of  France  was  I,  by  name  75 

Aftolpho  caird,  and  not  unknown  to  fame, 
Orlando  and  Rinaldo  (who  Ihall  grace 
With  mighty  deeds  the  earth)  partake  my  race  r 
And,  at  my  father  Otho's  death,  the  land 
Of  England  would  have  fall'n  to  my  command.      8#. 
So  fair  was  I,  that  many  a  damfcl  fought. 
My  love,  till  I  my  own  deftru<aion  wrought.. 
Returning  from  thofe  ifles,  around  whofe  fhores. 
Remote  from  hence,  the  Indian  ocean  roars ; 
Where  good  Rinaldo  and  myfelf,  detained  85 

Widi  otherSj  long  in  prifons  dark  remain'd: 

There, 
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There^  as  our  way  and  cruel  fortune  drcvr. 

One  morn  we  chanc'd  a  ftately  tower  to  view» 

And  iflli'd  thence  Alcina  we  eipy'd 

Alone,  and  ftanding  by  the  ocean's  fide ;  90 

Where  without  hook  or  net,  by  magic  power. 

She  drew  unnumber'd  fifhes  to  the  fhore. 

At  her  command,  the  dolphins  left  the  ftream ; 

With  open  mouths  the  mighty  tunnies  came; 

The  fca-calves,  rifing  troubled  fi-om  their  fleep,       $5 

Forfbok  their  beds,  and  haften'd  from  the  deq> : 

The  monfters  of  the  ieas,  tremendous  whales 

Above  the  water  ihow'd  their  ample  fcales. 

Now  on  my  &ce  fhe  cail  her  eager  fight. 

And  leem'd  to  view  my  features  widi  delight,       100 

Then,  near  advancing,  with  a  fmiling  look. 

With  courteous,  loft  deportment,  thus  Ihe  ipoke. 

Sir  knight !  if  you  fconfent  awhile  to  fby. 
And  kindly  here  vouchfafe  to  pafs  the  day, 
I'll  fhow  you^  in  the  progrcfs  of  my  Iport,  105 

Of  coundeis  fifhes  every  different  Ibrt  i 

« 

Or  if  you  would  a  Syren  view,  whofe  voice 
With  tuneful  mufic  makes  the  waves  rejoice. 
Hence  let  us  paCs,  and  reach  yon  neighbouring  fbore 
To  which  fhe  comes  at  this  accuftom'd  hour,        i  jo 

G  3  M 
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As  thus  (he  fidd,  t  mDhflxous  whMe  fkf  ih^w% 
That  fe^m'd  a  little  iflaiid  in  thi  ^oo4« 
While  I  too  ralhly  (which  I  now  lament) 
Bcliev'd  her  vords^  and  on  the  monftcr  went : 
Rinaldo,  Dudpn^  beckon'd^  but  in  vain ;  115 

Not  all  their  cores  my  raih  attempt  rcftrain, 

Alcina,  with  a  finile,  my  fteps  purfu'd. 

And  left  the  two  as  on  the  ftrand  they  ftood. 

The  whale,  inftrufted  well  in  her  dc%nj 

Began  to  nnove^  and  cleave  the  foamy  brine :        1 99 

Alcina  footh'd  my  fear;  as  aU  the  dayi 

And  next  enfoing  iiighe,  we  held  our  way 

Amidft  the  waves  j  4t  length  diis  ifle  wfi  gain. 

Where  &lic  Alcina  holds  ufurping  reign> 

And  feeks  to  <^ace,  with  unremitting  hatt^  125 

A  blamelefs  fitter  from  her  rightful  ftat«  i 

Fair  Logi£tella,  whofc  paternal  land? 

Had  all  been  wrefte^  from  her  virtuous  haods. 

But  that  a  gulph  her  kingdom  here  defends^ 

And  there  a  mountain's  ridgy  height  afeends.        130 

Alcina  gave  me  namclefs  joys  to  taftc. 
And  all  on  me  her  ardent  paffion  plac'd : 
France  I  forgot,  each  dearer  care  befide. 
And  love  alone  my  amorous  thoughts  employed 

6  Her 
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Her  former  lovers  ihe  efteem'd  no  more,  i  ^S 

For  many  lovers  fee  poflcfs'd  before : 

I  was  her  joy^  was  with  her  night  and  day^ 

And  all  the  reft  my  lugh  commands  obey.— — • 

But  why  recall  tbofe  happy  hours^  and  know 

That  every  former  bliis  is  turn'd  to  wo  I  140 

Too  late,  alas !  I  found  her  wavering  mind 

In  love  inconftant  a$  tiie  changing  wind  1 

Rejefted  foon,  I  join*d  the  baniih'd  herd 

That  loft  her  love,  as  others  were  preferr'd. 

Left  thefe,  o^er  diftanc  lands  and  nations  i|iread)    145 

Should  e'er  divulge  the  ihameful  life  ihe  led. 

Some  here,  fomc  there,  her  potent  charms  reftrain 

In  varioiis  forms  imprifon'd  to  remain ; 

In  beeches,  olives,  palms,  or  cedars  clos'd. 

Or  fuch  as  me  you  here  behold,  exposed  i  i.<o 

In  fountains  fome,  and  fome  in  beafts  confin'd^ 

As  fuits  the  wayward  fairy's  cruel  mind. 

On  you,  fjr  knight>  that  in  ill  hour  have  found, 

By  ways  uncommon,  this  enchanted  groundj 

Alcina  every  pleafure  fliall  beftow  i  r^ 

Of  mortak  loft  in  fenfual  blifs  below  f 

But  foon  the  general  fate  muft  be  your  own. 

Changed  to  a  beaft,  a  fountain,  tree^.  or  ftone. 

G  4  Rogcro, 
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Rogcro,  who  Aftolpho  knew  by  fame 
The  valiant  coufin  to  his  beauteous  dame,  i6b 

Much  for  his  ftrange  unheard-of  fortune  mourned, 
Whofe  form  was  to  a  fcnfclefs  myrtle  turned ; 
And  for  her  fake,  whofe  love  his  bofom  fir'd, 
T'  aflift  th*  unhappy  warrior  much  defir'd : 
But  here  his  power  no  further  aid  affords  165 

Than  kind  confoling  tears,  and  friendly  words ; 
He  can  no  more ! — and  now  he  feeks  to  know 
If  he  to  LogifHlla*s  lands  might  go^ 
By  any  windings  over  hill  or  plain. 
To  fhun  the  fnarcs  of  falfe  Alcina's  reign.     ^       170 
A  different  path  there  lay  (the  myrtle  faid) 
Which  through  rough  crags  and  thorny  thickets  led. 
If  to  the  hill  he  kept  the  better  hand  j 
But  hard  the  pafs,  foi*  there  a  numerous  band 
Of  armed  men  were  plac'd  to  guard  the  land.     175 

His  thanks  Rogero  to  the  myrtle  paid. 
Then  bade  adieu,  and  parted  from  the  fhade, 
Infbudcd  well ;  he  takes  the  reins  to  lead. 
But  dares  not  mount  again  the  flying  fleed* 
Now,  as  he  pafs'd  along  the  ocean's  fide,  i  ?q 

Alcina's  ftately  city  he  defcry'd  \ 
Then  left  the  plain  and  beaten  path,  that  flraight 
Led  o'er  the  meadow  to  the  lofty  gate  \ 

And 
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And  to  the  right,  that  towards  the  mountain  lay. 

The  warrior  more  fecurely  took  his  way.  iSc 

But  fbon  an Jiideous  crew  oppos'd  his  courfe^ 

With  favage  fury,  and  with  brutal  force. 

A  crew  fo  ftrange  was  never  feen  before. 

That  fuch  deform'd  and  monftrous  figures  wore. 

Some  from  the  neck  below  appeared  like  men,     100 

While  heads  of  apes  and  cats  above  were  feen; 

Some,  running,  ftamp'd  with  goatifh  feet  the  road. 

And  fome  the  fhape  of  nimble  centaurs  fhow^d. 

L'afcivious  youths  were  there,  and  old  men  mad  5 

Some  naked,  fome  in  haiiy  veftments  clad.  195 

One,  without  reins,  a  Ipeedy  courfer  rides ; 

This,  a  flow  afs ;  and  that,  an  ox  beftrides : 

Some  on  a  centaur's  back  their  feat  maintain  s 

Some  prefs  the  oftrich,  eagle,  or  the  crane. 

The  captain  of  the  band  was  there  beheld,  tioo 

His  face  was  bloated,  and  his  paunch  was  fweU'ds 

Upon  a  tortoife  heavily  he  fate. 

And  mov*d  along  the  field  in  tardy  ftate ; 

His  limbs  fupported  as  he  pafs'd  along ; 

Drowfy  with  wine  his  heavy  eye-lids  hung.  1205 

All  thefe  the  knight  on  every  fide  enclosed. 

All  thefe  in  growing  fwarms  his  courfc  opposed : 

In 
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In  vain  with  daufttlcfs  heart  his  fword  he  drew, 
Ift  vain  he  fought  to  force  th'  ungodly  crew ; 
When  fiidden  from  the  gate  appeared  in  fight        a  to 
(Where  fhoDC  the  walls  with,  golden  fplendor  bright) 
Two  lovely  dame;^  whofe  air  and  habit  fhow'd 
That  not  to  lineage  mean  their  birth  they  ow*d  \ 
,Nor  feem'd  brought  up  in.humble  cottage  ftate, 
But  bred  in  rich  apartments  of  the  great.  !Z  1 5 

Each  on  a  beauteous  unicorn  was  plac'd> 
Whofe  foowy  hue  the  ermin's  white  dcfac'd. 
At  pace  on  every  fide  difperfe  the  bands : 
The  ladies  to  the  knight  prefent  their  hands, 
Who  now,,  with  glowing  cheeks,  at  their  requeft^^  220 
To  feek  the  golden  gate  his  courfe  addrefc'd. 

The  ornaments  that  o'er  Ac  portal  rife. 
And  jutting  forward  feem  to  meet  the  eyes. 
On  every  fide  are  richly  covered  round 
With  jewels,  that  in  eaftcrn  climes  aboujod.  225 

Huge  {lately  columns,  by  a  maftcrrhand 
Of  di'mond  fram'd,  the  folid  weight  fuftain'd. 
So  fair  a  toufture  ne'er  before  was  feen 
To  fate  the  ravifh^d  eyes  of  mortal  men ! 
Before  the  threfhold  wanton  damfels  wait,  *        '  230 
Or  fport  between  the  pillars  of  the  gate ; 

But 
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But  beauty  more  had  brightsen^d  in  their  face. 

Had  modefly  attempered  every  grace. 

In  vcftures  green  each  damfel  fwept  the  ground, 

Their  temples  fair  with  leafy  garlands  crown'd.    235 

Thefe^  with  a  courteous  welcome,  led  the  knight 

To  this  fwect  paradifc  of  foft  delight  i 

Where  feftiyeplcafures  every  day  employ. 

Where  every  moment  pafles  wing'd  with  joy« 

No  thoughts  of  hoary  age  deprefs  the  mind,        240 

Nor  care,  nor  want,  can  here  an  entrance  find  1 

While,  widi  her  hom,  obfequious  Plenty  ftandst 

To  pour  her  riches  forth  frpm  willing  hands  5 

And  with  a  fmiling  front,  for  ever  clear. 

Inviting  April  revels  through  the  year.  245 

Elnamour'd  youths,  and  tender  damfeU,  fecm 

To  chant  their  loves  befide  a  purling  ftream. 

Some,  by  a  branching  tree,  or  mountain's  Aade, 

In  fports  and  dances  prefi  the  downy  glade  i 

While  one  difclofes  to  his  friend,' apart,  350 

The  fecret  traniports  of  his  amorous  heart. 

High  o'er  the  bwch  and  oak,  with  fluttering  plume, 

High  o'er  the  lofty  pine  and  laurcUgloom, 

The  little  loves  in  fportive  circles  fly,  • 

And  view  ihcir  triumphs  with  suiting  eye ;        4xss 

One 
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One  at  a  lover's  breaft  his  weapon  aims ; 
With  fraudful  art  his  net  another  frames : 
Here^  in  the  ftreaifi  they  temper  fhafts,  and  there 
On  circling  done  their  blunted  points  repair. 

A  ftately  courfer  now  was  given  the  knight,      260 
Of  colour  bay,  and  gallant  in  the  fi^t; 
His  coMy  trappings,  glorious  to  behold. 
Were  all  with  jewels  deck'd,  and  (hone  with  gold. 
The  old  magician's  fteed,  of  winged  kind, 
A  youth  received,  and  flowly  led  behind.  265 

The  damfeb  who  fo  late  difpers'd  the  band 
That  durft;  Rogero*s  purposed  courfe  withftand. 
Thus  to  the  knight  their  gentle  Ipecch  addrefs'd : 
My  lord  I  your  valorous  heart,  this  day  confefs*d. 
Has  rais'i  our  courage  from  your  hand  to  claim  270 
A  talk  that  well  befits  your  matchlefe  fame. 
Soon  fhall  we  come,  where  in  our  way  there  glides 
A  flood,  that  in  two  parts  the  plain  divides : 
A  cruel  wretch,  wc  Eriphila  naipe. 
Defends  the  bridge  and  pafiagp  of  the  ftream :       275 
On  all  that  tempt  the  pafs  Ihe  fijrious  flies  j 
Dreadful  flie  looks,  a  ^antefs  in  fizc ! 
Poifonous  her  bite,  long  tulhes  arm  her  jaws  j 
And  like  a  bear's  her  nails  and  ihaggy  paws : 

KnoW';^ 
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Know,  that  the  monftrous  crew,  whofe  fury  late   280 
Opposed  your  courie  without  the  golden  gate. 
Her  ofi^pring  are ;  like  her  for  prey  they  hift. 
And  like  their  dam  are  cruel  and  unjufl. 

Rogero  dien :  Not  one  alone  demand. 
But  aik  a  hundred  battles  at  my  hand*  aS5 

Whatever  defence  niy  prowels  can  afibrd. 
Is  yours — command  my  peribn  and  my  fword : 
'Tis  hence,  thefe  (hining  arms  my  limbs  enfold. 
Not  lands  to  conquer,  or  to  purchale  gold. 
But  tD  diiplay  to  iall  my  guatxlian  care,       '  290 

Much  more  to  dames  fo  courteous  and  (b  fair. 

The  dames  returned  him  thanks  with  grateful  l^eart. 
In  words  that  equalled  well  his  great  defert. 
In  converfe  thus  they  pafs'd,  tiH  near  they  drew. 
Where boththcbridgeandftreamappear'din  view:  295 
There  Acy  the  guardian  of  the  pafs  behold 
Widi  jewels  blazing  rich  on  arms  of  gold : 
The  ruby  red,  the  cKryfolite  was  feen. 
The  yeUow  topaz,  and  the  emerald  green. 
Hei*  giant  bulk  no  common  fteedbeftrodci  joo 

A  mighty  wolf  fuftain'd  her  ponderous  load : 
A  wojf  (he  rode  %  and  o*er  the  river  croft. 
With  (lately  trainings  of  no  vulgar  coft. 

Raised 
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Rais'd  on  htr  crcft^  Jtnd  in  heif  taige  fee  held 

A  piftur'd  to^d  with  toathibi:^  pcnlbn  fwefi'd.     J05 

The  damfels  (how'd  her  to  th*  cxpoftkig  knight. 

Where,  from  th€  bfidg€^  ihe  ftood  prepared  for  fig^t 

She  bade  Rogero  turn  r  he  nought  reply'd. 

But  graip'd  his  ^ar,  and  her  to  fight  defy'd : 

Nor  Icfs  the  giancefs,  with  aftive  heat,  3 id 

Spurr'd  her  huge  wotf",  and  fb^'d  her  in  the  feat  1 

And,  as  (he  nm^  her  ^eir  in  reft  (he  took. 

While  trembling  eMtth  beneath  her  furr  (book : 

By€  (bbn  overthrown/  fiipine  her  linib^  were  (pread; 

So  {hx>ng  Rogero  (track  boieath  her  head,  51^ 

That,  forc^  before  the  dreadful  lance  to  yield, 

Sbc  feet  beyond  (he  tumbled  on  iht  field. 

Then  fwift  he  drew  his  falchion  from  his  fide. 

Her  head  from  her  huge  body  to  divide  -, 

But  here  the  ladies  cry*d— Enough,  fir  knight !     320 

No  further  ttrge  the  viengeaniJe  of  the  %ht : 

Behold  her  quel^d— then  fiieath  youf  con^eringfwoid. 

Let  us  our  Way  rcfirmc,  ^d  pa(s  th^  ford. 

This  faki ;  thsey  for  a  while  their  courfe  puri^*d 
Amidft  the  corert  of  a  ma^  woodj  335 

Thence  through  a  narrow  craggy  path  they  went. 
And  reached  at  kngth  the  hill,  with  iteep  afcent  j 

Where, 
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A  (umptuous  pik  that  every'  pile  cxceUTcL    . . 

Here  firft  of  all  her  couff  Alcina  pprfs*d,  33^ 

Inpatient  to  rtctirc  the  ftranger  gueft^  - 

Fair  is  the  dome^  hue  fairer  aie  the  tmin    ' 

Whofe  angel  forms  its  ftately  walls  contaiii  J  .  / 

Alcina  yet  excels  the  feft  by  far. 

As  Phoebus'  rays-  obfcure  ^acb  feeble  ftan  3^55 

.Her  matchlefe  pcrfbn  every  charm  ccmbirfd. 
Formed  in  th*  idea  of  a  paintcr^i  mind^     . 
Bound  in  a  knot  behind,  her  ringlets  roS*d 
DovfB  her  foft  neck,  and  leeni'd  like  waving  gold. 
Her  cheeks  with  HIies  mix  the  bluOiing  rofej        340- 
Her  forehead  high  fike  polifli'd  ivory  fhowsv 
Beneath  two  arching  brows  widt  iplcndor  fiionc 
Her  Iparkling  eyes,  each  eye  a  radiant  fon- !    . 
Here  anfol  glances/  winning  looks  appear. 
And  wanton  Cupid  lies  in  ambtwih  here :  34 j - 

*TM  hence  he  bends  his  bow,  he  points  his  daft,  • 
'Tis  hence  he  fteals  th*  unwvy  gazer*&  heart. 
Her  nofe  fo  truly  fbap'd,  the  faultlefe  fran^ 
Not  envy  can  defeee,  nor  art  can  blame. 
Her  lips  beneath,  with  pure  Vermiii^i  bright,       350^ 
Prcf?nt  two  rows  of  orient  peart  to  fi^t :  .     .  . 

Here 
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Here  thofc  fbft  words  are  fbrm*d>  whole  power  detains 

Th'  obdurate  foul  in  bve's  alluring  chains ; 

And  here  th^  fmiles  receive  their  infiiht  births 

Whofe  fwcets  reveal  a  paradiie  on  earth.  355 

Her  arms  weH  tum'd,  and  of  a  dazzling  hue. 

With  perfect  beauty  gratify'd  the  view. 

Her  taper  fingers  long  and  fair  to  ie(» 

From  every  rifing  vein  and  fwclling  free ; 

And  from  her  veft  below,  with  new  delight,  j6o 

Her  (lender  foot  attradh  the  lover's  fight. 

In  all  (he  did,  her  ready  (hares  were  hung. 

Whether  (he  (poke,  or  mov'd,  or  laugh'd,  or  fung» 

No  more  Rogero  can  the  myrtle  truft. 

No  more  believe  her  cruel  and  unju(t.  365 

Now,  while  they  fiaft,  the  lute  and  tuneful  lyre 
Th'  enraptur'd  (bul  with  harmony  infpire : 
Through  the  wide  dome  the  trembling  mufic  floats, 
Airf  undulating  air  conveys  the  notes. 
One  with  foft  lays  would  tender  bofoms  move,      370 
And  paints  the  palTions  and  the  joys  of  Iqvc  ; 
Or  fweetly  bids  inventive  fancy  rife. 
That  brings  poetic  vifions  to  the  eyes. 
Not  all  the  feftivals  in  (tory  told. 
By  Syrian  luxury  prepar'd  of  old  i  375 

Not 
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Noi  that  which  Cldopatra's  royal  board 
With  pomp  difplay'd  before  her  Latian  loixii 
Could  with  this  fumptuous  banquet  claim  regard. 
Which  for  the  knight  th'  enamour'd  dame  prepared : 
Not  liich  is  feen,  when  Ganymede  above  380 

His  fervice  minifters  to  mighty  Jove ! 

Whate'er  can  charm  the  heart,  or  lure  the  fenfe 
To  full  delight,  thefe  happy  feats  dilpenfe : 
The  feaft>  the  game,  the  race,  their  joys  enhance. 
The  fcene,  the  bath,  the  tilting,  and  the  dance.      38^ 
Now  by  clear  ftreams,  with  grateful  fhade  o'ercaft. 
They  read  the  amorous  lays  of  ages  paft  { 
Now  'midft  deep  vales  or  fmiling  hills  prepare 
To  hunt  the  mazes  of  the  fearful  hare  5 
Now  with  fagacious  dogs  the  bu(h  they  beat,        39^ 
To  roufe  the  whirring  pheafants  from  their  feat ; 
Now  for  the  thrulh  fallacious  fringes  fet  j 
Now  the  fweet  juniper  with  birdlime  wet : 
Now  with  barb'd  hook  Or  mefhy  net  tkey  try 
From  quiet  floods  to  drag  the  fcaly  fry*  39^ 

..  .  •  -  * 

While  thus  Rogero  lives  a  joyous  giieft, 
A  thoufand  fears  difturb'd  his  fair  one's  breaft  i 
But  that  enchantrefs,  whofe  benignaiit  mind 
Revealed  to  Bradaniant  her  race  defign'd^ 

VOL.L  H  Who 
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Who  loft  in  fhameflil  peace  the  warrior  fees,  400 

Ip  wanton  feafting  and  luxurious  eafe, 

Refolres  through  irkfomc  ways  of  toil  and  pain. 

To  bring  the  youth  to  virtue's  path  again : 

For  old  Atlantes  fought  from  dangerous  ftrife^ 

To  guard  in  feats  renwte  Rogero's  life  5  405 

And  rather  wilh*d  him  thus  to  lead  his  days. 

Than  change  a  year  of  fliame  for  cndlefs  praife. 

He  lent  him  to  Alcina*s  ifle  afar, 

Xhere  to  forget  the  found  of  arms  and  war ; 

And,  as  a  fage  well  vers'd  in  magic  art,  410 

He  bound  in  chains  fo  firm  the  fairy's  heart. 

She  ne'er  again  her  love  fhould  difengage. 

Though  good  Rogero  liv'd  to  Neftor's  age. 

From  realm  to  realm  Melifla  thoughtful  paft. 
And  wandering  Amon's  daughter  met  at  laft ;       415 
When,  ftruck  with  grief,  th'  unhappy  virgin  heard 
Her  lover  prifoner,  and  his  mmd  enfnar'd 
With  pleafure's  poifon'd  bait :  but  foon  to  calm 
Her  breaft,  th*  enchantrefs  pours  the  healing  balm. 
Give  me  (Ihe  cry'd)  the  ring,  whofe  powerful  charm 
T)ie  wever  fhields  from  every  magic  harm :         421 
Soon  will  I  put  Alcina's  arts  to  flight. 
Who  now  detains  your  lover  from  your  fight. 

MeHOa 
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Melifla  J^joke  j  and  to  the  liftening  dame 
Her  purpofe  toldi  to  drane  the  youth  from  fhamci 
And  fend  him  back  once  more  to  France  and  fame^ 

Then  from  her  hand  the  noble  damfel  gave 
The  wondrous  ring  j  nor  this  alone  to  fave 
The  knight  had  given,  but  with  an  equal  mind 
Had  fent  her  hearty  and  life  itfelf  refign^d.  436 

She  gives  the  ring,  and  to  her  care  commends 
Herfelfi  her  lover  more  -,  to  him  Ihe  fends 
A  thoufand  greetings  that  her  truth  difplay^ 
And,  |>arting,  to  Provence  dire<£ts  her  way* 
A  different  path  die  fage  Meliffa  pafs'd  1  435 

And  foon  as  evening-fhade  the  fkies  o'ercaftj 
She  raised  a  palfrey  by  her  ma^c  art, 
With  one  foot  redi  but  black  each  other  jpartd 
On  this  (he  mounted  j  both  her  feet  were  bare, 
Ungirt  her  gown^  and  loofe  her  flowmg  hair.         449 
And  thence  fo  fwift  tlirough  yielding  clouds  (he  flew. 
Next  morn  Alcina's  ifle  appeared  in  view* 
Arriv'd^  a  ftrange  Ulufion  to  the  fight  I  - 
She  adds  a  foot  of  ftature  to  her  height  j 
While  every  limb  enlarge  like  his  appc^rsi  445 

Who  nurs'd  Rpgero  in  his  infant  years  2 
A  hoary  beard  flie  fixes  qn  her  chin. 
And  fills  with  wrinkles  all  her  withered  ikin  : 

H  2  So 
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So  well  Ihe  feigns  his  fpeech,  his  voice,  his  air. 

It  feems  as  if  Atlantes'  felf  was  there.  450 

Now,  to  her  wifh,  fhe  found  the  youth  retir'd 
;  To  tafte  the  freflinefs  which  the  morn  infpir'd, 
Befide  a  ftream,  that  from  the  hill's  defcent 
To  a  tlear  lake  with  gentle  murmur  went. 
His  garments,  with  effeminacy  made,  455 

Luxurious  floth  and  indolence  difplay'd ; 
Wrought  by  Alcina's  hands  of  filk  and  gold. 
Mingled  with  art,  and  coftly  to  behold. 
A  firing  of  jewels  from  his  neck  he  wore. 
That,  to  his  breaft  defcending,  hung  before  *,  460 

And  either  warlike  arm,  that  once  could  wield 
The  heavieft  weapons  in  the  dreadful  field, 
A  bracelet  bound ;  in  cither  ear  he  hung 
A  ring  of  golden  wire,,  to  which  was  ftrung 
A  coftly  pearl,  whofe  price  by  far  excelled  465 

What  India  or  Arabia  e'er  beheld : 
Hi^  curling  locks,  in  niceft  order  ktj 
Wav'd  round  his  head  with  liquid  odours  wet. 
In  old  Atlantes'  form  th'  enchantrefs  ftood 
Before  the  youth,  that  form  he  oft  had  view'd;      47  a 
With  that  fterh  eye,  and  countenance  fevere, 
•  Which,  when  a  child,  he  us'd  fo  much  to  fear. 

Then 
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Then  thus — Are  thefe  the  glorious  fruitjs  4t  laft 
Of  all  my  cares,  of  all  my  labours  pafl  ? 
Was  it  for  this  thy  infancy  I  bred,  475 

With  marrow  of  the  bears  ^n4  Uons  fed  ? 
Taught  thee  in  gloomy  caves,  or  fpreft  land?. 
To  ftrangle  ferpents  with  thy  tender  ha^nds  ? 
Panthers  and  tigers  of  their  claws  deprive. 
And  tear  their  tufhes  from  the  boars  alive,  480 

Th^t,  after  all,  thou  fliouldft  at  length  appes^r 
Alcina's  Atys  or  Adpnis  her?  ? 
^Twas  promised  from  thy  birth,  when  thou  hadft  gai!i'd 
The  ripening  years  which  now  thou  haft  attained. 
That  not  a  chief  ftiould  match  thy  boundlefs  praife — 
Apd  wouldft  thou  thus  thy  boafted  trophies  raife  \  48  i 
Thus  woulcJH  thou  riy^  Ak^^Jinder's  name, 
Thus  gain  a  Caefar'§  pr  ^  Seipip's  fame  ? 
If,  for  thylelf,  fhame  cannot  move  thy  mind. 
Nor  the  gre^t  deeds  that  Heaven  for  thee  defign'd,  490 
No  loqger  from  thy  godlilce  race  withhold 
The  future  good  my  lips  have  oft  foretold  j 
A  race  (fo  fat^  decrees)  to  mortal  eyes 
More  dear  than  Phcaebus'  light  that  gilds  the  fkies  ! 
Nor  blaft  the  promised  palms^  which  virtue  yields  495 
Ji}  peaceflil  councils  pr  triumphant  fields^ 

H  3  Py 
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By  which  thy  fons,  and  each  fucceeding  name. 

Shall  give  to  Italy  her  fprnner  fanne. 

Hbw  has  this  queen  thy  fond  afffeftiqns  won, 

But  thoufands^  like  herfdf,  the  fame-  had  done  ?     foc^ 

Of  all  the  numbers,  that  her  arts  believed, 

Thoy  knpw'ft  what  reconipenfe  their  loves  receiv 'd. 

But  that  thou  may'ft  Alcina -s  faith  behold, 

1^  will  her  frauds  and  each  dilguife  unfold. 

This  ring  receiye,  and  to  the  dame  repair  ^       '^"    ^of 

Then  mark  if  Ihe  dpferves  the  name  of  fair. 

She  ceas'd ;  nor  aught  abafli'd  Rogero  faid, 
Put  filent  hung  to  earth  his  drooping  head. 
Soon  as  the  wondrous  ring  his  finger  prcfs'd. 
Such  deep  remorfe  his  confcious  foul  cqnfefs'd,      510- 
jle  wifti'd  that  yawning  earth  would  open  wide. 
His  vifage  from  the  face  of  man  to  hide. 

Her  tafk  perform-d^  afide  th'  enchantrefs  threw 

V  * 

Her  borrow'd  form,  and  flood  difclos'd  to  view. 

That  maid,  fhe  cry'd,  whofe  fond  afFeftions  burn  <ic 

For  thee,  and  merit  well  a  kind  return ; 

To  whom  refleft  what  gratitude  demands. 

For  freedom  late  recovered  at  her  hands  j 

This  ring,  a  fafe  defence  from  magic  art. 

Here  fends  by  me,  and  would  have  fent  her  heart,  c  20 

If 


\ 


BoQfclll.         ORLANDO.  103 

■  t 

If  aught  her  heart  avail'd  to  give  thee  aid : 
The  love  of  Bradamant  fhc  then  diiplay'd. 
And,  with  her  other  noble  virtues  join'd, 
Extoll'd  the  courage  of  her  daundefs  mind. 
As  when  a  child,  who  ripen'd  fruit  has  ftor'd,         525 
In  time  foigetful  of  his  former  hoard. 
By  fortune  to  the  place  again  conveyed. 
Where  many  days  before  his  truft  was  laid. 
Beholds  th'  unthought*of  change  with  vaft  furprize, 
Obfcene  and  putrid,  hateful  to  his  eyes  !  530 

Rogero  thus,  by  fage  Melifli  fent. 
When  to  Alcina's  fight  agam  he  went. 
For  that  fair  dame,  the  faireft  of  the  fair. 
Whom  late  he  left,  now,  wondrous  to  declare, 
A  fhape  fo  loathibme  law,  that  fearch  around,       535 
On^  more  deform'd  and  old  could  ne'er  be  found. 
Her  face  was  wrinkled,  Iharp,  and  pale  o^  hue,  . 
Her  hair  was  turn'd  to  grey,  and  thinly  grew  \ 
Six  Ipans  in  ftature  could  fhe  fcarcely  boaft. 
And  every  tooth  her  gums,  difarm'd,  had  loft  5      540 
As  if  her  life  more  length  of  years  had  feen 
Than  Cuma*s  prophetefs,  or  Priam's  queen. 
Yet,  by  Meliffa  wam'd,  he  ftill  fupprefs'd 
The  fecret  pxirpoie  of  his  wary  breaft ; 

H  4  At 
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At  length  his  arms  he  feiz'd,  that  long  had  laid      545 

v 

Neglefted,  and  his  manly  limbs  array'd : 
But  firft,  each  light  fufpieion  to  remove, 
He  told  Alcina  he  defir'd  to  prove 
If,  living  thus  a  recreant  from  the  field, 
His  hands  could  yet  their  wonted  weapor^  wield.  550 
Then  Balifarda  girding  to  his  fide. 
So  w^s  his  falchion  nam'd,  of  temper  try'd. 
He  took  the  buckler,  whofe  enchanted  blaze 
Diftradb  the  fainting  eyes  of  all  that  gaze  j 
And  with  the  filken  covering  o'er  it  hung,  555 

The  maffy  weight  acrofs  his  ftaoulders  flung. 
,  Then  to  the  ftall  he  went,  and  bade  with  fpee4 
To  fit  the  reins  and  faddle  on  a  fteed  , 
Of  coal-black  hue :  Melifla  chbfe  the  horfe ; 
For.  well  Ihe  knew  his  fwiftnefe  in  the  courfe.         560 
Him  Rabicano  nam'd,  and  once  the  right 
Of  fam'd  Aftolpho,  with  that  haplefs  knight 
Who  late  was  fix'd  a  myrtle  on  the  fliore, 
The  watry  monfter  to  this  ifland  bore^ 
Rogero  all  the  maid's  advice  purfu'd,  565 

Who,  ftill  invifible,  befide  him  ftood  j 
Then  from  the  fatal  palace  fwift  he  rode. 
That  ancient  harlot's  infamous  abode  $ 

And 


• »  t 


Book  in.  ORLANDO.  i^ 

» 

And  with  impatience  to  the  portal  fled. 

That  tow'rds  the  realms  of  Logiftilla  led.  570 

The  fatal  tidings  loon  Alcina  heard, 
Hogero  had  efcap'd  and  forc'd  the  guard  j 
At  this  fueh  grief  was  o'er  her  fenfes  Ipread, 
That,  for  a  time,  her  inmoft  foul  was  dead : 
She  icore  her  garments,  and  her  face  fhe  bruis'd^    575 
And  oft  of  mad  negled  herfelf  accus'd. 
Then  fwift  to  arms  fhe  fummon'd  all  her  crew. 
When  foon  arpun^  her  gathered  forces  drew : 
Of  thefe  two  bands  Ihe  fram'd,  while  one  fhe  fent 
T'  explore  the  path  her  lov'd  Rogero  went ;  .       580 
The  other  to  the  harbour  took  their  way. 
And  there,  with  fpeed  embarking,  put  to  fea : 
Their  fails,  unnumber'd,  all  the  fbream  o'crcafl : 
With  thefe  the  defolate  Alcina  paf^'d  5 
And  fo  Rogero  had  poffefs'd  her  mind,  58^ 

fler  pal?ice  left  without  a  guard  behind. 
This  gave  Meliffa,  plac'd  in  fecret  there. 
An  ample  time  her  mifchiefs  to  repair  s 
To  free  the  wretches  who  had  long  remained 
In  haplefs.ftate,  in  cruel  thraldom  chain'd.  590 

Around  the  palace,  fearching  every  part. 
She  faw  the  fpells  of  her  malicious  art  j 

The 


•io6  ORLANDO.  Book  lU. 

The  magic  feals  from  many  a  place  fhe  took; 

A  thovifand  myftic  forms  and  figures  broke. 

Then  o'er  each  field  Ihe  pafs'd,  each  mead  or  grove  j 

Where  the  fad  viftims  of  Alclna's  love,  596 

That  hid  in  fountains,  trees,  or  beafts,  deplored 

Their  hopelefs  change,  ftie  to  their  fhapes  reftor'd : 

Thefe,  when  they  once  their  forms  recovered  view'd. 

The  brave  Rogero's  fteps  in  hafte  purfu^  60a 

To  Logiftilla,  parting  thence  in  peace 

To  Scythia,  Perfia,  India,  and  to  Qfeece. 

Aftolpho  then  each  manly  grace  regain'd. 

And,  by  Melifla's  means,  his  arms  obtained. 

With  that  fam'd  lance  of  gold,  which  forc'd  to  yield 

The  ftrongeft  warrior  in  the  venturous  field.  606 

This  done,  Ihe  mounts  the  horfe  that  cuts  the  wind. 

Then  feats  Aftolpho  on  the  fteed  behind. 

And  thence  to  purer  feats  direfts  her  way. 

Where  Logiftilla  rules  with  virtuous  fway.  6ia 

Meanwhile  Rogero  pac*d  along  the  ftrand 
Befide  the  fea  o'er  tradts  of  burning  fand : 
The  fun  upon  his  arms  its  beams  imprefsM, 
And  his  hot  cuirals  glow'd  upon  his  breaft. 
The  fdent  birds  were  bid  in  ftiades  profound,,         $15 
The  grafshopper  alone,  with  tedious  found. 

While 
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While  in  the  leafy  fhade  conceal'd  he  lie^^ 

Deafens  the  hil}sj  the  vales^  the  feas  and  fkies. 

At  length,  reclin'd  beneath  an  ancient  tower. 

He  law  three  d^nnfels  landed  on  the  fhore ;  620 

That  late  Alcina's  fumptuous  palace  grac'd : 

On  Alexandrian  carp^^ts  vafes  plac'd. 

With  wines  and  coftly  cates  allur'd  the  tafte^ 

Their  bark  attending  at  the  ftrand  was  ty'd. 

Where  the  cjtlni  inters  gently  lav*d  its  fide,  ^2^ 

In  expeftation  till  the  fleeping  gales 

Should  rilp  again  to  fill  the  flagging  fails, 

When  near  Rogero  dreWj  whofe  lips  appeared 
All  parch'd  with  thirft,  his  face  with  duft  befmear'd. 
In  courteous  words  the  dames  addrefsM  the  knight,  630 
And  begg'd  him  from  his  courfer  to  alight. 
With  them  awhile,  in  fweet  retircmeiit  laid. 
To  reft  his  weary  limbs  beneath  the  Ihade. 

And  now  prcpar'd  a  fmiling  damfel  ftands 
To  hold  his  ftirrup  with  officious  hands ;  63^ 

Another  lifts  on  high  the  Iparkling  bowl. 
And  with  a  fiercer  thirft  inflames  his  foul. 
But  he,  who  knew  the  time  forbade  delay, 
Regardlefs  of  their  wiles,  ftill  held  his  way. 

Thou  art  not  (loud  the^dame  indignant  cry'd)  640 
A  knight,  nor  yet  to  gentle  blopd  ally'd : 

The 
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The  arms  thou  wear*ft,  thy  theft  alone  could  gain  -, 

Thy  theft  alone  that  generous  fteed  obtain  : 

Soon  fhall  I  fee  thee  yield  thy  daftard  breath 

By  caitiff  hands,  and  by  a  Ihameful  death :  645 

Thy  worthlefs  aihes  fcatter'd  to  the  wind — 

Ingrate  and  proud !  the  fcandal  of  thy  kind ! 

Thefe  words  and  more,  from  paflions  fwelling  high, 
Rogero  heard,  but  ddgn'd  not  to  reply. 
Then,  with  her  fifters,  where  their  vcflel  lay,         ^^o 
She  went  on  board,  and  through  the  watery  way 
Urg'd  all  her  Ipeed,  and  haftening  every  oar, 
Purfu^d  his  courfe  along  the  winding  fhorc ; 
Whilt:  her  foul  lips,  accuftom'd  well  to  rail. 
With  every  keen  reproach  his  ears  affail.  65  r 

Now  view'd  Rogero,  with  a  glad  furvey. 
Where  crofs  the  narrow  feas  his  paflage  lay 
To  I^ogiftilla ;  whence  he  loon  elpy'd 
An  ancient  firje,  that  from  the  adverfe  |ide 
Unfyioor'd  his  bark  :  the  bark  Rogpro  t^kes,        660 
And  iflliing  to  the  fea.  the  ftrand  forfakes ; 
Still  as  he  pals'd  difcourfing  with  the  fage, 
-By  long  experience  taught  and  wife  with  age. 

The  pilot  much  extoU'd  the  youthful  knigKt^ 
Who  timely  from  Alcana  took  his  flight,  665- 

T" 
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T'  efcape  her  fnares  ;  and  now  with  purer  thoifght 

The  virtuous  domes  of  Logiftilla  fought ; 

Whofe  eyerlafting  joys  fuch  fweets  difpenfe,  / 

As  feed  the  foul,  yet  never  cloy  the  fenfe. 

She  will  to  nobler  feats  your  thoughts  advance,      670. 

Than  finging*,  bathing,  tilting,  and  the  dance  -, 

Teach  how  th'  expanded  foukcan  mount  on  high. 

Beyond  the  cloudy  vapours  of  the  flcy; 

And  how  on  earth  the  mortal  part  may  prove 

A  tafte  of  peace  that  crowns  the  bleft  above.  675 

Thus  peaking,  through  the  flood  the  pilot  fteer'd. 
While  diftant  yet.  the  fafer  fhoi*e  appeared :  . 

When  lo  !  a  numerous  fail  of  fhips  they  'ipy'd. 
That  with  fpread  canvas  fkimm'd  along  the  tide. 
So  Iwift  their  daihing  oars  the  feamen  ply,  680 

To  either  land  the  frothy  waters  fly : 
Refound  the  feas ;  refounds  each  crooked  Ihore, 
And  Echo,  from  her  caves^  returns  the  roar. 

Now,  now,  thy  magic  Ihield,  Rogero,  Ihow, 
Or  yield  thy  life,  or  freedom  to  the  foe  J  685 

Thus  Logiflilla's  pilot  eager  cry'd. 
And,  at  the  word,  he  threw  the  veil  afide, 
Reveal'd  the  dazzling  light,  whofe  beams  C5cpos*cJ, 
In  darloiefs  every  hoftile  eye-lid  clos'd ; 

Some 
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Some  headlong  quit  the  prow ;  while  others  fall     690 
From  the  high  poop :  one  fleep  overwhelms  them  all ! 

A  centinel,  that  on  the  watch-tower  ftood» 
Beheld  Alcina's  vefieb  in  the  flood : 
The  bell  th^n  gave  th*  alarm — a  warrior  band 
Pour'd  from  the  fort  and  crowded  all  the  ftrarid j  695 
Th*  artillery  from  the  walls  its  rage  employed. 
Which,  like  a  ftorm,  Rogero's  foes  annoy'd  % 

And  thus  from  every  part  afliftance  came, 

> 

To  fave  his  life,  his  liberty,  and  fame. 
Of  beauteous  form,  four  virgins  trod  the  Ihore,  700 

Whom  LogiftiUa  timely  fent  before : 

Fair  Andronica,  firfl:  in  valour  plac'd. 

The  wife  Phronefia,  and  Dicilla  chafte. 

With  purp  Sophrofyne,  who  ever  prcfs'd 

In  facred  virtue's  caufe  above  the  reft.  705 

Beneath  the  caftle,  in  the  Iheltcring  bay^ 

A  numerous  fleet  of  ready  veflels  lay : 

Thus  either  force  once  more  to  combat  drew> 

And  both  by  land  and  fea  the  war  renew. 

Alcina,  anxious  to  prevent  his  flight,  71a 

Not  only  loft  her  lover  and  her  knight. 

But  from  that  fleet,  whofc  countlels  fails  difplay'd^ 

Caft  o'er  the  fubjeft  fcas  a  dreadfol  fliadc, 

•^» 
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While  on  the  reft  the  flames  refiftlefs  fed. 

Scarce  with  one  bark,  alone,  efcaping  fled.  715 

Rogero,  difembarking,  trod  the  fliorc 
With  grateful  thanks  to  Heaven's  protecting  power. 
And  with  impatient  fteps  his  way  purlli'd 
To  "where  the  fairy's  ftately  palace  flood. 
Thick  fet  with  ftones  that  dart  their  mingled  rays,  720 
The  walls,  with  more  than  mortal  luflre,  blaze ! 
Not  fo  the  diamond  Ihifts  its  trembling  beam  j 
Not  fo  the  ruby  flames  with  ruddy  gleam. 
On  thefe  immortal  gems  who  turns  his  eyes. 
Beholds  the  mind  in  all  her  colours  rife  j  725 

Each  fault,  each  virtue  views ;  nor  flattery's  drels 
Can  blind  his  foul,  nor  envy's  tongue  deprefs. 

Here  rais'd  aloft,  on  fumptuous  arches  high. 
That  feem'd  the  vaft  fupporters  of  the  fky, 
Were  Ipacious  gardens,  which  for  beauteous  fliow  7  30 
Might  vanquifli  others  ft:ret<:h'd  on  plains  below. 
Amidfl:  the  fliining  battlements  were  feen 
The  trees,  of  odorous  fcent,  with  branches  green. 
Where  the  fruit  ripens,  and  the  bloflbm  blows. 
Through  every  feafon  that  the  fun  beft:ows.         ,  73^ 
No  plants  like  thefe  in  earthly  foils  arife. 
Nor  autumn  ther'e  fuch  -grateful  ftiade  fupplies ; 

Like 
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Like  thefe  no  violets  or  lilies  bloom. 

No  rofes  breathe  like  thefe  a  rich  perfume ; 

Here  never-fading  verdure  clothes  the  ground,      740 

And  with  perpetual  fweets  the  flowers  are  crown'd. 

Not  that  benignant  Nature  fo  ordains. 

Or  with  a  kindlier  power  their  life  fuftains. 

But  Logiftilla,  by  her  fkilful  care. 

Without  the  help  of  funs  or  genial  air,  74^ 

What  to  a  vulgar  thought  may  flrange  appear. 

Maintains  eternal  fpring  throughout  the  year. 

The  fairy-dame  her  pleafure  tefUfy'd 
To  fee  with  her  fo  brave  a  knight  refide : 
While  every  one  by  her  example  flrove  750 

To  fhow  the  warrior  greatefl  marks  of  lovc- 
Aftolpho,  who  ere  this  her  palace  gained. 
With  friendly  looks  Rogero  entertain'd ; 
Soon  came  the  refl,  who,  in  a  happy  hour, 
Regain'd  their  fhapes  by  fage  MelifTa's  power^      755 

Rogero  and  Aftolpho  now  addrefs 
The  dame  with  grateful  thanks,  and  humbly  prefs 
Their  fair  difmiffion  thence :  Melifla  joins 
The  juft  requefl,  and  feconds  their  defigns. 

Then  with  herfelf  the  fairy  counfel  took  760 

How  beft  t'  aflifl  Rogero  and  the  duke ; 

a  At 
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At  length  refolv'd  the  horfe  that  foar'd  in  air. 

To  Aqijitanian  ihores  the  firll  Ihould  bear. 

She  now  prepared  a  bit,  with  curbing  rein. 

To  rule  the  courier  and  his  Ipeed  rcftrain ;  765 

This  done,  with  care  (he  next  inftruAs  the  knight 

To  guide  with  fearlefs  hand  his  wondrous  flight. 

Then  brave  Rogero  haflen'd  to  depart. 
But  firit  his  leave  he  took  with  grateful  heart. 
And  flying,  left  her  pleafing  feats  behind,  770 

Her  goodnefs  ever  treafur'd  in  his  mind. 

O'er  fpacious  Quinfai  he  dire&s  his  way. 
Thence  viewing  Mongiana  and  Cathay ; 
And  now  o'er  Imaiis  his  courfe  he  takes. 
Then  Sericana  to  the  left  forfakes  :  775 

Still  more  declining  from  the  Scythian  cold. 
To  where  th'  Hircanian  fea  his  billows  roU'd ; 
At  length  Sarmatia's  ample  realm  he  found. 
And,  leaving  Afia,  entered  Europe's  bound  5 
Till  many  a  wide-extended  region  crofl:,  780 

He  came  at  length  to  England's  djflant  coaft. 
One  morn  he  reach'd  fair  London's  ftately  towers. 
And  flay'd  his  courfe  by  Thames'  far  wiijding  Ihores, 
Whofe  neighbouring  meads  difplay'd  a  mighty  force 
Of  hardy  waniprs,  mingled  foot  and  hoiie^  785 

Vol.  I,  I  That 
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That  to  the  martial  fife  and  ^^rumpet's  found 
In  beauteous  order  ftretch'd  their  ranks  ar<>uiid« 
The  good  Rinaldo  thefe  to  baxtk  ied. 
The  firft  of  knights,'  and  of «  hoft  the  head. 

Rogero  wlieeiing  round,  with  fwift  dafceftt,        750 
Now  aflc'd  a  w^rior  what  the  concotirfe  iweant* 
To  him  the  courteous  ftranger  thus  reply*d : 
Thefe  troops,  whofe  featiners  all  ihe  countiy  hide. 
From  Scodand,  Ireland,  and  from  England's  foil 
Arrive,  and  fome  from  every  neighbouring  ifle :     795 
The  ready  veflels  in  the  harbour  ftand. 
To  waft  them  fafely  to  the  Gallic  land. 
The  powers  of  France,  l^efieg'd  by  Pagan  force. 
In  thefe  fupplies  have  plac'd  their  laft  refource : 
All  thefe  that  ftretch  along  the  eaftem  lands,         80a 
Compofe  the  numbers  of  thrlEnglilh  bands. 
Now  view  the  weft,  and  forty  thoufand  there 
Of  hardy  ^Scotchmen  wave  their  figns  in  air. 
Yon  lion,  plac'd  two  unicorns  between. 
That  rampant  with  a  filver  fword  is  (cen,  ^$05 

Is  for  the  king  of  Scotland's  banner  known  1 
Zerbino  there  encamps,  his  gallant  fon ! 
No  form  fo  graceful  can  your  eyes  behold. 
For  Nature  made  him,  and  deftroy'd  her  movAd. 

The 
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The  tide  of  the  duke  of  Rofs  he  bears,  8ia 

No  chief  with  him  for  daundels  mind  compares. 

While  thus  Rogero  fees  the  bands,  and  hears 
The  names  and  titles  of  the  Britifh  peers, 
Firft  one,  and  then  another  with  furprife 
Approaching  views  his  bcaft  with  fteadfaft  eyes,    8 1  $ 
Amaz'd  at  fiich  a  ftrange  unufual  light. 
And  foon  the  circle  thickens  round  the  knight. 
He,  fwiftly  mounting,  foars  upon  the  wind. 
And  leaves  the  gazing  multitude  behind ; 
Then,  having  paft  the  foil  of  England  o'er  820 

From  fide  to  fide,  he  reach'd  Hibernia's  (hore. 
And  thence  he  rein'd  his  courfer  o'er  the  waves. 
Where  the  rough  tide  the  weftern  border  laves. 
When,  looking  down,  a  doleful  fight  he  fpy'd, 
The  fair  Angelica  in  fetters  ty'd.  8;^ 5 

In  thofe  lone  feas,  beneath  the  diflant  fkies, 
Beyond  th'  Hibernian  coaft  an  ifland  lies, 
Eubuda  cali*d,  on  wliofe  lU-fated  ground 
Th'  inhabitants  ai-e  now  but  thinly  found. 
This  ifland's  prince  a  daughter  once  poflefs'd,  830 
With  every  grace  and  every  virtue  blcft. 
Whom  fea-born  Proteus  t6  his  love  comprefs'd. 
Moft  hateful  to  her  fire  Was  this  to  hear. 
Above  all  others  impious  and  feverc  i 

I  2  To 
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To  nature  deaf,  his  unrelenting  breath  835 

Condemned  his  haplefs  child  to  cruel  death. 

Proteus,  to  whom  is  given  in  charge  to  keep 

The  flocks  of  Neptune,  ruler  of  the  deep. 

Indignant  fent  on  fhore  his  favage  train. 

The  Phocse,  ores,  and  monfters  of  the  main,  840 

That  not  alone  their  rage  on  herds  employed. 

But  villages  and  huftandmen  deftroy'd. 

To  end  this  plague  the  oracle  was  fought. 

And  thence  the  deputies  their  anlwer  brought. 

"  That  Heaven  requir'd  them  with  unwearied  care  845 

^'  To  feek  a  damfel,  like  the  former,  fair ; 

^'  A  deftin'd  offering  by  the  roaring  tide, 

«  T'  appeafe  the  God  for  her  that  guildefs  died.** 

O  !  wretched  females !  in  a  lucklels  hour 
By  fortune  caft  on  this  ill-omen'd  Ihore,  850 

Where  by  the  waves  in  cruel  watch  they  ftand 
To  feize  on  ftrangers  with  an  impious  hand : 
To  every  port  their  veflels  fcour  the  main. 
New  viftims  for  the  facrifice  to  gain. 
A  pinnace  failing  fwift  from  land  to  land,  855 

One  morn  approach'd  a  folitary  ftrand 

^ 

Where,  fearlefs  of  furprife,  the  lovely  maid 
Unbleft  Angelica  afleep  was  laid  j 

Who 
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Who  lately  fled  Rinaldo's  hated  fight. 
And  on  an  aged  hermit  chanc*d  to  light,         860 
Whofe  magic  charms  broke  off  the  rivals'  fight  j 
Near  the  fait  flood  her  lonely  path  flie  held. 
Where  on  the  Gafcon  Ihore  the  billows  fwell'd. 
Till  Ipent  with  toil,  beneath  a  cavern'd  fliade. 
The  wandering  dame  her  weary  palfi-ey  ftay'd,      865 
Where  heavy  fluqiber  foon  her  eyes  opprefs*d. 
And  every  fenfe  was  lock'd  in  death-like  reft. 

Their  anchor  caft,  the  feamen  ftopp'd  to  bring 
Wood  fi-om  the  grove,  and  water  fi"om  the  fpring ; 
They  feiz*d  the  fleeping  fair,  and  with  their  prey   870 
Back  to  the  ftrand  again  refum'd  their  way : 
To  the  high  maft  the  bellying  canvas  ftrain'd. 
The  veflel  foon  the  mournful  ifland  gain'd. 
That  mom  the  damfel  on  the  rock  was  plac'd. 
To  glut  the  monfter  of  the  watery  wafte,  875 

And  on  the  ihore  her  tender  frame  exposed. 
As  nature  firft  her  naked  limbs  difclos'd. 

Rogero  difl^nt  view'd,  and  viewing,  thought 

Some  lovely  form,  of  alabafter  wrought. 

Or  pureft  marble,  by  the  fculptor's  hand  880 

Was  fix'd  with  art  to  grace  the  defert  ftrand  j 

But  foon  perceiv'd  midft  animated  fnow. 

And  Tofcs  red,  the  dewy  forrows  flow^ 

I  3  Which 
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Which  trickling  down  her  panting  bofom  ftray'd^ 
Whik  in  her  golden  hair  the  zephyrs  play'd,  885 

Pity  and  love,  by  turns,  his  foul  detain. 
And  fcarce  his  kindly  tears  their  courfe  rcftrairt : 
He  firft  his  winged  courfer's  fpeed  reprefs'd. 
Then  gently  thus  the  weeping  maid  addrefs'd : 
O  damfel !  worthy  only  of  the  chains  890 

With  which  his  captives  conquering  Love  rcftrainsi 
Unworthy  this,  or  any  wo  to  find : 
What  wretch  fo  hardened,  with  obdurate  mind 
Could  by  the  rugged  force  of  iron  bands 
Comprefs  the  foftnefs  of  thofe  tender  hands  ?  895 

While  yet  he  fpoke,  her  rifing  blufhes  fpread* 

■ 

So  polifh*d  ivory  fhows  when  ftain'd  with  red: 
Her  face  had  from  her  hands  concealjiaent  found. 
But  to  the  flinty  rock  her  hands  were  bound. 

.  Yet  (all  fhe  could)  a  Ihower  of  tears  flie  flied,      900 
And  ftrove  to  earth  to  bend  her  drooping  head. 
While  mingled  fobs  and  plidnts  her  fate  bewail> 
A  fudden  noife  prevents  her  mourrrfiil  tale. 
For,  lo !  the  monfter  pk)ughs  the  watery  field, 

•  Half  rais'd  above  the  waye^,  and  half  concealed,    905 
As  fearing  Boreas'  rage  or  Aufter's  force. 
The  velTel  to  the  harbour  fteers  her  courfe: 

,8  So 
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So  haftening  to  his*  welcome  prey  is  feen 

The  ravenous  ore,  and  fmall  the  fpace  between. 

Roger©  law,  but  fearkfs  at  the  fight,.  910 

Swift  wheeling  round  began  the  dreadful  fight. 

The  ore,  who  faw  the  winged  courfer's  fhadeji ' 

That  here  and  there  upon  the  waters  play'd, 

Forfbok  the  certain  helplefs  prey  in  view. 

And  raging  at  the  empty  ftiadow  flew;  91^ 

While,  as  he  turn'd,  Rogero  fijnk  below. 

And  watchful  ply'd  with  ftrokes  his  fiirious  foe. 

As  when  an  eagle  darting  from  the  flcies, 

Amidft  the  grals  a  wandering  ferpent  fpies, 

■* 

Or  fees  him  on  the  funny  bank  unfold  920 

His  azure  glories  and  his  fcales  of  gold ; 

Eager  to  feize,  yet  cautious  ftill,  he  fears 

Where  from  his  mouth  the  hifling  tongue  appears. 

At  length  he  gripes  the  prize,  then  fpreads  his  wing. 

Nor  dreads  the  terrors  of  the  forky  fting.  92  5 

Rogero  thus,  with  f^ord  and  fpear,  purfues 

Not  where  his  teeth  and  threatening  tufks  he  views ; 

But  'twixt  his  ears  the  forceful  blow  defcends; 

Now  on  his  back,  now  where  his  tail  extends. 

Yet  all  in  vain !  his  labour  nought  avails,  930 

No  fteel  can  pierce  th'  impenetrable  fcales. 

1 4  He 
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He  now  refolves  the  buckler  to  dUplay, 
And  (hike  his  fenfcs  with  th'  enchanted  ray ; 
Then  flies  to  fhore.  and  firft  to  fcreen  the  maid 
(Whofe  naked  limbs  were  on  the  rock  di^lay'd)  935 
From  the  fierce  light,  he  fixes  on  her  hand 
The  ring  that  could  the  ma^c  power  withftandj 
The  ring,  which  noble  Bradamant  before 
To  fave  her  lover  from  Brunello  bore; 
And  next,  to  free  him  from  Alcina's  bands,  940 

By  fage  MelifTa  fent  to  Indian  lands : 
This,  with  ferefeeing  care,  he  gave  the  dame 
To  fcreen  her  from  his  buckler's  blazing  flame  j 
And  fave  thofc  lovely  eyes,  whofe  foft  regard 
Already  had  his  amorous  heart  enfnar*d.  945 

Then  fwift  he  turns  to  where  the  monfter  prefs'd 
One  half  the  fea  beneath  his  ample  breaft  j 
And,  (landing  on  the  Ihore,  the  veil  he  rears. 
When  lo !  another  llin  on  earth  appears ! 
As,  when  the  fldes  with  fultry  vapours  glow,         950 
The  panting  fifties  faint  and  fink  below  j 
So,  midft:  the  billows  of  the  deep,  is  ftiown 
The  hideous  monfl:er,  horribly  overthrown ! 
Rogero  then  no  reft,  no  paufe  allows. 
But  plies  him  clofe  witK  unavailing  blows.  955 

Ah! 
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Ah !  turn  (the  damfel  cry'd)  and  loofe  my  chains^ 
Before  the  cruel  ore  his  fenfe  regains. 
Ah !  rather  whelm  me  in  the  gaping  flood, 
Ere  thefe  poor  limbs  be  made  his  trembling  food. 

Rogero,  pitying  heard,  her  chains  he  broke,      560 
And  from  the  clifF  the  trembling  mourner  took. 
Then  plac'd  behind  him  on  his  fteed  he  bore 
The  maid  in  fafety  from  that  cruel  Ihore  j 
While  with  his  fearlefs  lord  and  lovely  prize 
The  rapid  courier  cuts  the  yielding  fkies.  565 

No  more  his  voyage  fills  Rogero*s  mind^ 
He  feeks  no  more  the  Spanilh  coaft  to  find ; 
But  to  the  neighbouring  land  his  flight  he  guides. 
Where  lefler  Britain  breaks  the  briny  tides ; 
Where  branching  oaks  a  peaceful  covert  fcreen,     970 
And  Philomela  warbles  through  the  fcene. 
Along  the  meadow  pours  2,  purling  rill. 
On  either  hand  appears  a  lonely  hill. 

Th'  enamour'd  warrior  here  reprefs'd  his  fpeed. 
And  fbft  defcended  on  the  verdant  mead ;  97  5* 

Jiis  griffin's  wings  he  now  reftrain*d  from  flight, 
Thofe  wings  that  never  more  muft  bear  the  knight ! 

END    OF    THE    THIRD    BOOK. 
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The      argument. 

Angelica,  being  faved  from  the  monfter,  leaves  Rogcro  by 
the  help  of  her  enchanted  ring.  Rogero  lofes  his  flying 
borfe«  and  aftqrwards,  being  deceived  by  a  magical  appear- 
ance, is  decoyed  to  the  caflle  of  Atlantes.  Bradamant  is 
once  more  inftrufted  by  Melifla  to  deliver  him ;  and,  being 
conducted  by  her  to  the  place,  is  deceived,  and  detained  in 
the  fame  caiftle.  Orlando,  difturbed  with  a  dream,  quits 
the  city  of  Paris,  then  befieged  by  Agramant,  and  goes  out 
difguifed  in  fearch  of  Angelica  :  he  hears  of  the  cruel  cuf- 
tom  of  the  people  Qf  £buda,  ^nd  refolves  to  go  againft  thofe 
iflanders,  but,  being  caft  afliare  by  a  temped  op  the  coaft  of 
Flanders,  meets  vi^ith  Olympia,  who  relates  her  misfortunes^ 
Orlando  undertakes  to  recover  her  poffcflions,  and  revenge 
her  on  her  enemy. 
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Now  cafting  down  by  chance  her  balhful  eyes, 
Angelica  upon  her  finger  fpies 
The  ring,  which  at  Albracca  from  the  danie 
Brunello  ftoie,  with  which  to  France  (he  came^ 
When  firft  the  Chriftian  camp  her  brother  gain'd,     5 
J^nd  with  his  golden  lance  fuch  fame  obtained. 
From  her  Brunello  ftole  the  wondrous  ring> 
Urg*d  by  command  of  Agramant  the  king. 

Soon  as  Ihe  view'4,  and  view'd  with  ravilh'd  eyes. 
The  ring  long  loft,  o'erwhelm'd  with  glad  furprife,  iQ 
She  fears  fome  empty  dream  her  fenfe  deceives. 
And  fcarce,  by  fight  or  touch,  the  truth  believes : 
Then  from  her  hand  fhe  took  with  eager  hafte. 
And  'twixt  her  lips  the  Ihining  circlet  placed. 

And 
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And  inftant  vanifli'd  from  Rogero's  fight,  15 

Like  Phc3ebus,  when  a  cloud  obfcures  his  light. 
The  youth,  abandoned  thus,  with  looks  amaz'd 
Around  the  mead  awhile  in  filence  gaz'd , 
But  when  remembrance  to  his  thoughts  retum'd 
The  magic  ring,  too  late  his  lofs  he  mourn'd,  20 

Too  late  the  chance  bewailed — Ungrateful  maid ! 
Are  thus  (he  cry'd)  my  fervices  repaid  ? 

So  faying,  by  the  fountain's  fide  m  hafte 
He  fearch'd  around,  and  oft  in  hope  embraced 
Her  beauteous  form,  but  when  his  arms  would  find  2  J 
The  fleeting,  fair,  he  clafp'd  th'  impaffive  wind. 

Meantime  Angelica  at  diftance  pafs'd. 
Till  to  a  Ipacious  cave  flic  came  at  lafl:. 
In  this  his  life  an  aged  herdfman  led. 
Who  numerous  mai^s  beneath  the  mountain  fed :  3a 
Along  the  vales,  in  paftures  green,  they  play*d. 
By  cryftal  flreams  that  throi^h  the  herbage  flxay*d : 
Around  the  cave  were  ftalls,  to  which  they  run 
T'  avoid  the  fervour  of  the  mid-day  fun. 
Her  dwelling  here,  «n<cen,  the  virgin  cb^,  2I 

Till  day  declinM,  and  Ihadowy  nigltt  arofc  j 
Then,  cheer'd  with  rcfl  and  food,  no  longer  ftay'd. 
But  her  fair  limbs  in  humble  veflrs  array'd  \ 

Vefts 
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Vefts  far  unmeet  fcr  her,  who  once  could  boaft 

The  richeft  garments  wrought  with  ikilful  coft :      40 

Yfct  thix)ugh  her  lowly  fennblance  beauty  fhin'd. 

And  grace  tTiat  ^ke  her  of  no  vulgar  kind 

Let  ancient  bards  no  longer  tune  die  vcrfe, 

Neasra's  charms  or  Phyllis  to  rdiearfe ; 

The  fweets  of  Amaryllis  to  recite,  45 

Or  tjalatca,  lovely  in  her  flight  i 

Let  Maro's  Ihepherds  ceafe  dieir  boafting  ftrains, 

Snoice  India's  queen  without  a  rival  rei^s. 

Around  the  vales  the  damfel  caft  a  look. 
And  fronn  the  grazing  mares  the  faireft  took ;  50 

For  now  a  fudden  thought  inlpir*d  her  breaft, 
.  Alone  to  travel  tow'rds  her  native  eaft. 

Awhile  Rogero  ftay'd,  in  hope  to  view 
The  royal  fair,  that  from  his  fight  withdrew. 
Again  return;  but,  ah!  in  vain  he  ftay'd,  55 

Nor*reach'd  his  fond  complaints  the  abfent  maid. 
Once  more  he  purposed  thence  to  fteer  his  courfe. 
And  turn'd  to  where  he  left  his  winged  horfe ; 
When  there  he  found,  fo  ill  his  fortune  fped. 
The  reins  were  broken,  and  the  courfer  fled ;  ^ 

Jjjo(s  heaped  on  lofs !  forlorn  and  wretched  left. 

At  once  of  ring,  of  ihield»  of  fteed  bereft ; 

Thus 
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Thus  punifh'd  for  hi^  faith  fo  late  betray'di 
And  love  foi^tten  to  the  Dordan*  maid; 
But  mod  to  lofe  his  wondrous  ring  he  gricv*d>        6^ 
The  wondrous  ring  from  Bradamant  received,  . 
Which  kfs  he  valued  for  its  fccret  power. 
Than  for  her  fake  whofe  hand  the  token  wore. 
With  heavy  heart  he  brac'd  his  armour  on ; 
His  radiant  targe  behind  his  ihoulder  thrown ;         jm 
He  leaves  the  fea,  and  through  the  verdant  meads. 
All  penfive,  to  a  fpacious  vale  proceeds ; 
Then  takes  a  path  that  'midft  the  foreft  leads. 
Not  far  he  pafs'd,  ere,  echoing  from  the  right. 
Where  thickeft  trees  perplex'd  the  doubtful  fight,  75 
A  dreadful  clalh  of  arms  he  hears ;  he  flies. 
And  through  the  gloom  two  combatants  efpie^ 
With  fiiry  clos'd :  a  giant  one  is  feen, 
A  knight  the  other,  and  of  fearlefs  mien. 
This  feems  to  dare  the  fight  with  fword  and  fhicld^  8  a 
And  with  unidaunted  fkill  maintain  the  field, 
Befide  him  lies  his  horfe  deprived  of  life  j 
Roger<3  flands  fpeftator  of  the  flrife : 
The  knight  he  favours  j  but  his  noble  mind 
Awaits  to  fee  how  Fortune's  lot  inclined. 


*  Bradamant. 


In 
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in  filent  gaze :  at  length  a  dreadful  blow 

The  monfter  aims  to  crulh  th'  unwary  foe  : 

The  club  his  helmet  ftrikes  i  on  earth  he  lies ; 

To  end  his  life  the  cruel  giant  flies^ 

His  heliii  unclofes>  and  reveals  to  fight  90* 

What  to  Rogero,  in  the  proftrate  knight. 

Appears  the  rofeate  bloom,  the  golden  hair,' 

And  well-known  features  of  the  martial  fair,- 

His  Bradamant  beloved,  that  feems  to  lie 

A  viftim  by  the  giant  doom'd  to  die;  g^ 

At  once  the  champion  darts  around  his  eyesi 

And  to  the  fight  the  furious  foe  defies  : 

But  ne,  who  feeks  not  to  renew  the  fray, 

.  .<■    ,  .  . 

Takes  frorri  the  ground  his  fenfelefs  conquered  prey. 
And  in  his  arms  the  prize  refiftlefs  bears :  160 

So  with  a  wolf  the  lamb  unpity'd  fares } 

, '      '  '  '  '     . 

So  the  fierce  eagle^  while  he  foars  abovei  ' 

In  his  ftrong  tajons  gripes  the  helplefs  dove. 

Swifi:  flew  the  giant^  fwifi:  Rog&x)  flew> 

But  fcarce  retain'd  the  monftrous  foe  in  view.        105 

•  *  *  •'  '      .  .  .     ' 

At  length  they  came,  where  midft  a  plain  appear'd 

A  ftately  pile  of  gold  and  marble  rearM. 

Within  the  gate  the  towering  giant  pafs'd: 

Behind  Rogero  prels'd  with  headlong  haftt; 

Vol.  i,  k  the 
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The  portal  entering  (wondrous  to  the  knight)      tio 
The  maid  and  giant  vanifli'd  from  his  fight. 

While  thus,  by  force  of  potent  (pells  deceived. 
The  generous  youth  thefe  lying  forms  believ'd. 
His  faithful  Bradamant  in  anxious  wo 
Still  near  Marfeilles  annoys  the  Pagan  foe,  115 

That  wide  o'er  hill  and  dde  with  plundering  bands 
O'er-run' Provence  and  all  the  neighbouring  lands. 
Where  the  bright  maid  a  great  example  gave 
Of  prudent  leader,  as  of  warrior  brave. 

Long  has  the  time  elaps'd  that  to  hef -(i^t        1 20 
Should  once  again  reftore  her  deareft  knight: 
One  day,  of  many  a  day,  netif'd  to  mourn. 
She  fees  the  dame  without  her  lord  return ; 
The  dame,  whofe  wondrous  ring  the  med'cinc  bore. 
To  heal  the  heart  that  felt  Alcina's  power.  125 

Swift  frotn  her  cheek  the  fading  rofes  By, 
And  fcafce  her  trembling  knees  their  aid  fupply. 

Soon  as  th'  enchant refs  fees/the  virgin's  fear. 
She  haftes  to  meet  her  with  reviving  chear  i 
Where  every  look  fuch  Ipeaking  comfort  wears,    130 
As  his  are  wont  who  happy  tidings  bears. 
Let  ho  vain  doubts  (fhe  cry'd)  thy  bofom  fhake, 
Rogero  lives,  and  lives  but  for  thy  fake  i 

Yet 


J 
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1  Yet  lives,  compell'd  his.freedom  to  forego. 

Again  the  prifotaer  to  thy  conftant  foe.  13  r 

Now  would'ft  thou  feiek  him,  mount  thy  ready  fteed 
Without  deky,  and-follow  where  I  lead: 
Soon  Ihalt  thou,  virgin,  well-inftruded,  fee 
I  The  means  to  fet  diy  lov'd  Rogero  free. 

This  faid ;  fhe  all  the  magic  guile  declar'd        140 
Which  for  the  knight  Atl^ntes*  arts  prepar'd. 
Who  Bradamant's  refemblipg.  features  wore. 
The  ieemii^  captive  in  a  giant's,  power. 
Soon  as  thy  feet  (Ihe  cries)  ihall  reach  the  land 
Where,  near,  the  Wondrous  pile  is  feen  to  ftand,    145 
Th'  enchanter  Ihalt  thou  meet,  who  to  thy  fight 

Will  feem  thy  love,  oppreft  by  ftronger  might : 

But  left,  by  magic.guile,  diou  here  fhould'ft  faJ] 

In  fiiares,  that  till  this  hour  have  fetter 'd  all 

Diftnift  thy  fenfe,  and  when  thou  fee'ft  him  nigh,  150 

Unlheath  thy  fword,  and  bid  the  traitor  die. 

Nor  think  of  life,  Rogero  to  deprive. 

But  him  from  whom  diy  woes  dieir  fource  derive. 

Hard  muft  it  prove  to  aim  the  mortal  blow 

On  him  whofelooks  diy knight's  refemblangefliQW:  .1^5 

Yet  ne'er  to  thee  fhall  Fate  Rogero  give. 

If  through  thy  weaknefs  now  thy  foe  ftoyld  Jive. 

^  2  The 
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The  warlike  virgin,  with  determined  will 
To  frise  her  lover  and  the  forcerer  kill. 
Appears  in  arms,  irqpatient  to  purlue  i6a 

Her  guiding  courfe  whofe  truth  fo  well  fhe  knew. 
*Meliffa  leads  her  thence,  with  eager  hafte. 
O'er  many  a  cultured  land  and  dreary  wafte. 
Thro'  wood  and  lawn  s  while  fage  difcourfe  beguiles 
The  tedious  journey  and  relieves  their  toils.  165 

O  friend  approv'd !  O  ever  prudent  guide ! 
(Thus  to  the  prophetefs  the  virgin  cry'd) 
Whofe  knowledge  many  a  famous  chief  foretold. 
My  unborn  fons,  when  years  on  years  have  rolled : 
Vouchfafe  to  fpeak  of  fome  illuftrious  dame  17a 

(If  fuch  my  line  may  boaft)  whofe  future  fame 
Among  the  virtuous  and  the  fair  may  rife : 
She  ceas'd — the  matron  mildly  thus  replies. 

Great  dames  from  thee  defcend,  of  whom  Ihall  Ipring 
The  potent  emperor  and  fceptred  king ;  175 

All  thefe,  in  fweeping  veft,  have  equal  praife 
With  creftcd  knights  that  bright  in  armour  blaze  : 
For  wifdom,  piety,  and  courage  crown'd 
With  fame,  but  moil  for  chaftity  refnawn'd. 
Hard  talk  to  name,  where  many  {land  fo  high,      \%o 
Not  one  I  fee  to  pafs  in  filence  by»  . 

01 
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O !  had'ft  thou  in  the  cave  thy  thoughts  dilplay'd. 
Thine  eyes  had  then  .each  paffing  form  furvey'd. 

Then  to  the  liftening  maid  the  dame  revealed 
Names  yet  in  Time's  remoteft  womb  conceaj'd :  185 
At  length  arriving  where  Atlantes  made 
His  near  abode,  her  courfe  Melifla  ftay'd ; 
Once  more  Ih'e  warn'd  the  dame,  and  urg'd  once  more 
Her  prefling  counfel,  urg'd  fo  oft  before. 
And  bade  adieu — the  martial  maid  alone  190 

Purfu'd  a  narrow  track  her  guide  had  fhown. 
Not  far  (he  rode,  when,  lo !  before  her  fight 
Appear'd  the  likenefs  of  her  much-lov'd  knight. 
Her  dear  Rogero,  clos'd  in  fight  between 
Two  mighty  giants,  who  with  dreadfiil  mien  1 95 

Wield  their  huge  weapons,  while  he  pants  for  breath. 
And  feems  juft  linking  in  the  jaws  of  death* 

Soon  as  the  virgin  fees,  fo  forely  preft. 
One  in  whofe  form  Rogero  Hands  confeft, 
JHer  faith  is  vanilh'd,  new  fulpicion  wakes,  200 

And  every  late  refolve  her  breaft  forfakes. 

Is  that  Rogero  (to  herfelf  fhe  cries) 
Still  at  my  heart— and  fiire  before  my  eyes  ? 
And  fliall  I  (every  certain  fenfe  deny'd) 
'  Too  t)Jindly  in  another's  faith  confide  ?  205 

K  3  Unfeco 
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Unfeen  my  fympathizing  heart  can  tell^ 

If  near  or  ahfent  he  I  love  fo  well. 

While  thus  flic  thinks,  flic  hears  or  feems  to  hear 

Rogero's  well-known  voice  aflail  her  ear ; 

She  fees  him  fly,  and  each  gigantic  foe  a  i  o 

As  fwift  purfue :  nor  was  the  virgin  flow 

To  mark  their  courfe,  but  urges  all  her  ^ced. 

And  through  the  magic  gate  impds  her  fteed ; 

There  heedlefs  enters,  where  Atlantes  wile 

Involves  fo  many  in  one  common  guile,  215 

Meantime  was  Paris  clofc  befieg'd  around 

By  king  Troyano*s  fon  in  arms  renown'd : 

And  had  not  Heaven  fulfiU'd  the  Chrifl:ian  prayer, 

And  pour'd  a  deluge  through  the  darken'd  air, 

That  day  had  funk  before  the  Pagan  lance,  izo 

The  facred  empire,  and  the  fame  of  France, 

The  great  Creator  tum'd  his  eyes,  and  heard 

The  juft  complaint  by  aged  Charles  preferr'd, 

And  fudden,  where  all  human  help  was  vain. 

The  fire  extinguifli'd  with  tempeftuous  rain,  225 

The  wife  will  ever  to  di*  Almighty  bend, 

Whofe  aid  can  beft  the  falling  ft:ate  defend. 

The  pious  monarch  own*d,  in  grateful  thought. 

The  hand  divine  whofe  power  his  fafety  wrought. 

At 
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At  night  Orlando,  on  his  reftlefs  bed,  230 

Revolves  diftrcfsful  fancies  in  his  head ; 
While  here  and  there  his  thoughts  each  other  chace. 
And  never  long  maintain  their  flitting  place. 
So  from  a  water  clear,  the  trembling  light 
Of  Phoebus,  or  the  filver  queen  of  night,  1235 

Along  the  Ipacious  rooms  with  Iplendor  plays. 
Now  high,  now  low,  and  fhifts  a  thoufand  ways.    . 
Angelica  returns,  his  careful  theme, 
His  waking  object,  and  his  nightly  dream : 
He  feels  with  double  force  the  pains  increafe,        240 
That  feem'd  awhile  by  day  composed  to  peace. 

My  life's  beft  joy!  how  have  I  err'd!  (he  faid) 
Why  have  I  thus  fo  fair  a  nymph  betray'd  ? 
When  on  thy  charms  each  day  to  feed  my  fight. 
On  thy  dear  converfe  dwell  with  fond  delight,        245 
Thy  goodnefs  yielded — then — O  !  fatal  hour ! 
I  tamely  gave  thee  into  Namus'  power. 
Far  dearer  than  the  blood  that  bathes  my  heart  j 
How  ill  have  I  perform'd  a  lover's  part ! 
Ah !  whithpr  now,  without  my  aid,  alone,  250 

Whither,  fo  young  and  beauteous,  art  thou  gone  ? 
As  when  the  fun  withdraws  his  evening  rays, 
A  Iamb,  forfakenj  midft  the  foreft  ftrays 

K  4  With 
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With  tender  bleats,  in  hopes  the  Ihepherd-s  car 
At  length  may  chance  the  plaintive  notes  to  I^ear ;    25  j 
Till  fronn  afar  the  wolf  the  found  receives. 
And  for  his  lofs  the  haplefs  fhepherd  grieves* 

Now  loft  in  fleep  the  whole  creation  lay. 
And  cheer- d  their  ipirits  from  the  toils  of  day. 
Some  funk  in  down;  and  fome  the  herbage  prefe'd^  26<k 
While  fome  on  rocks,  on  oaks,  or  myrtles  reft. 
Yet  thou,  Orlando,  feek'ft  in  ♦vain  to  clofe 
Thy  wakeful  lids,  eftrang-d  from  Iweet  repofe : 
Or  if  a  moment  feals  thy  weary  eyes. 
In  thy  fhort  flumber  painftil  vifions  rife.  26^ 

Orlando  dreamt,  that  on  a  river's  fide. 
With  odorous  flowers  and  fhrubs  diverfify'd. 
He  gazki  tranlported  on  that  heavenly  fece, 

» 

Which  Love  himfelf  had  ting-d  with  rofy  grace ; 
On  thofe  bright  ftars,  whofe  glances  food  fupply    2.70 
To  fouls  that  in  his  nets  entangled  lie ; 
On  that  dear  viVgin,  whofe  all-conquering  eyes 
Could  in  his  breaft  his  amorous  heart  furprife. 

While  thus  he  feem-d  pofTeft  of  every  joy 
That  can  a  happy  lover's  thoughts  employ,  ^75 

A  fudden  ftorm  the  chearfbl  day  o'ercaft. 
The  tender  flowerets  wither'd  in  the  blaftj 
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The  foreft  ihook,  as  when,  in  wintry  fkies,   , 

South,  eaft,  and  weft  with  niingled  fury  rife. 

Now  while  he  Iheltcr  fought,  the  mournful  knight    280 

S.eem*d  in  the  gloom  to  lofc  the  damfel's  fight. 

But  while  a  thoufand  fear3  his  foul  difmay'd. 

He  heard  b^  well-known  voice  imploring  aid  > 

When  to  his  e^rs  this  dreadful  warning  came, 

"  Ne'er  hope  on  earth  again  to  fee  the  dame !"     285 

•The  lover,  waking,  found  the  vifion  fled. 
And  faw  his  falling  tears  bedew  the  bed. 
Unmindful  now  that  dreams  are  empty  fliade. 
By  fancy  formed,  he  ^ecmM  hjs  deareft  maid 
With  dagger  prcft,  and  from  his  couch,  he  flew,     290 
And  o'er  his  limbs  his  plated  armour  drewj 
Then  Brigliadoro  took  without  delay. 
But  not  a  fquire  attendant  on  his  way. 
He  wore  not  thofe  known  arms,  and  ample  ihield 
With  red  ai)d  white  ^iftinguilh'd  in  the  field  j        ^g$ 
5AJt  arms  of  fable  hue,  whofe  darknefs  fhows 
A  juft  refenablance  to  his  inward  woes. 

Now  midft  the  filence  of  the  midnight  hour, 
^e  left  his  fovereign  Charles  5  the  Ghriflian  power 
Jie  left ;  nor  bade  adieu  to  Brapdimart,  300 

i>nce  his  lov'd  friend  and  partner  of  his  heart. 

But 
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But  when  with  golden  treffes  round  her  head. 
The  morn-  arofe  from  rich  Tithonus'  bed. 
And  from  earth's  face  the  humid  curtains  drew, 
Orlando's  Bight,  incens'd,  the  monarch  knew :       305 
With  deep  concern  his  nephew's  lofs  he  heardj 
When  honour  call'd  him  now,  where  danger  rcar'd 
Her  dreadful  front,  to  guard  from  hoftilc  hands 
His  king,  his  country,  and  his  focial  bands. 

But  noble  Brandimart,  whofc  feith  well  try'd,    3 10 
No  chance  could  Ihake,  whom  nothing  could  divide 
From  his  lov'd  friend  i  who  inly  hop'd  once  more 
Orlando  to  his  fellows  to  reftore  j 

* 

Swift  from  the  hoft  with  zeal  impatient  goes. 

Nor  would  to  Flordelis  his  thwghts  difclofe,  315 

Left  her  fond  love  fhould  his  defign  oppofe. 

His  wedded  dame  was  (he,  his  fouPs  delight. 

Scarce  was  he  ever  abfent  from  her  fight : 

The  charms  of  beauty  in  her  peribn  fliin^d^ 

And  every  pnident  grace  adorn'd  her  mind.  3  20 

A  tedious  month  his  confort  ftay'd  in  vain. 

In  hopes  to  fee  her  Brandimart  agaii?; 

Till  fear  and  love  her  breaft  fo  ftrongly  rend. 

She  quits  the  walls  without  a  guide  or  friend. 

Orlando  to  the  portal's  nightly  guard,  325 

In  a  low  voice  his  mighty  name  declar'd : 

Soojt 
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Soon  at  the  word,  he  let  the  dl-aw-bridge  down. 

When  fwift  the  champion  iffu*d  from  the  town : 

He  faw  the  troops  of  Africa  and  Spain 

Encamp'd  unnumbered  o'er  the  Ipacious  plain  :     J30 

Deep  funk  in  fleep  was  every  weary  band, 

Thefe  ftretch'd  on  e^rth,  thofe  leaning  on  the  hand. 

Then  might  the  earl  have  flain  a  numerous  1 1 1  >' , 

Nor  yet  his  Durindana  once  he  drew. 

Too  noble  was  Orlando's  foul,  to  fhow  335 

Inglorious  hatred  on  a  flumbering  foe. 

What  tSme  November  ftrips  the  flowery  field. 
And  bids  the  earth  her  verdant  covering  yield 
To  hoary  froft ;  when  trees  dilhonour'd  ftand. 
And  birds  in  clufters  feck  a  foreign  land  i  340 

His  friends  he  left ;  nor  yet  his  labours  ceas'd 
With  wintry  Ikies ;  nor  ipring  his  cares  released. 
While  thus  the  knight  his  eager  fearch  purfu'd. 
He  came  one  day  to  where  a  ftrieam  he  view'd 
That  Qowly  to  the  feas  was  wont  to  glide,  345 

And  Britanny  from  Normandy  divide. 
But  now  the  waters,  fwell'd  with  heavy  rains 
And  melted  fnows,  had  delug'd  all  the  plains  -, 
And  loudly  foaming,  with  refiftlefs  force. 
Bore  down  the  bridge  before  them  in  their  courfe.  350 

Orlando, 
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Orlando,  paufing  here,  awhile  explor'd 
Each  neighbouring  part  to  crofs  th'  oppofing  ford : 
As  thus  he  lingered,  *midft:  the  flood  appeared 
A  (lender  bark,  whofe  helai  a  damfel  fteer'd: 
The  Paladin  befought  her  from  the  land  355 

To  give  hirn  paffage  to  die  furthejr  ftrand. 

This  bark  (flie  anlwer'd)  ne'er  receives  a  knight 
Unlefs  he  firft  his  facrcd  promife  plight. 
At  my  requeft,  the  nobleft  war  to  wage, 
That  ever  can  a  champion's  arms  engage.  360 

If  here^  fir  knight,  you  feek  the  further  fhore, 
3wear  with  Hibernia's  king  to  join  your  power 
The  fatal  ifle  Ebuda  to  confound^ 
The  moft  inhuman  which  the  fegs  furround. 

■ 

Know  thj^t  afar,  'midft  many  a  neighbouring  ifle,  ^^^ 

Ebuda  lies  beyond  the  Irifli  foil  ^ 

That,  by  an  ancient  law,  to  foreign  lands 

Sends  many  veflels  fill'd  with  warlike  bands, 

To  feize  and  bear  unhappy  dames  away, 

Doom'd  for  a  dreadful  monfter's  living  prey :         vjo 

There,  on  the  flrand,  each  day  a  female  dies ; 

Think  then  what  numbers  fall  a  facrifice ! 

Scarce  had  flie  ended,  when  th'  impatient  knight 
Vow'd  to  be  foremoft  in  fo  juft  a  fight : 

He 
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He  fears  left  thither  by  ill  fate  betrayed,  37  j 

That  ifland  crew  had  feiz'd  his  lovely  maid. 
Then,  ere  the  fun  defcended  to  the  deep. 
He  rcach'd  St.  Malo,  where  a  friendly  (hip 
Receiv'd  the  chief^— ^they  catch'd  the  driving  blaft. 
And  in  the  night  Saint  Michael's  mountain  pafs'd  j   380 
'Then  fteer  direftly  tow'rd  the  chalky  fhore,- 
Whence  England  once  the  name  of  Albion  bore. 
But  foon  the  fouthern  breeze  begins  to  fail. 
And  adverfe  winds  from  weft  and  north  prevail : 
The  fails  are  furl'd  to  ftiun  the  furious  force,  385 

That  drives  the  veflel  from  its  deftin'd  courfe. 
Four  days  in  vain  they  plough  the  foamy  fea. 
In  one  they  meafurc  back  their  former  way; 
At  length  the  wind,  that  o'er  the  ftormy  main 
Four  days  had  driv'n  them,  chang'd  its  courfe  again ;  390 
And  let  the  Ihatter'd  bark  fecurely  ride 
Where  Antwerp's  river  fceks  the  briny  tide. 

Soon  as  the  crew,  reliev'd  from  care  and  toil. 
Had  fafely  anchor'd  on  the  friendly  foil, 
Lo !  from  the  right,  before  them,  came  in  view    395 
An  ancient  fire,  with  locks  of  filver  hue; 
Who,  firft  to  each  his  courteous  greeting  paid, 
Befpoke  Qrlando  whom  he  deem'd  their  head ; 

And, 
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And,  in  his  miftrcfs*  name,  befought  the  knighc 

To  glad  her  forrows  with  his  welcome  fight ;        40a 

Who  not  alone  the  pri?e  of  beauty  held. 

But  all  her  kind  in  virtuous  gifts  excell'd ; 

For  never  warrior  yet,  by  tempefts  toft. 

Or  led  by  land  to  that  .unhappy  coaft. 

Refused  to  hear  the  dame  her  tale  relate,  405 

And  give  her  counfel  in  her  woeful  ft^tc* 

The  gallant  chie^  whofe  pitying  aid  to  gain 
Misfortune  never  fu*d,  and  fu'd  in  vain, 
Conftints  to  quit  the  veflel,  and  purfue 
The  fage*s  fteps,  till  near  a  pile  they  drew  410 

Of  (lately  frame,  but  fill'd  with  mournful*  gloom. 
Where  funeral  black  was  hung  in  every  room. 
Orlando  here  beheld  a  damfel  fair, 
Whofc  looks  and  gefture  Ipoke  her  deep  defpair : 
With  gentle  welcome  fhe  received  the  knight,       415 
Then  thus  began  her  forrows  to  recite. 

Know  firft,  my  lord,  the  haplels  wretch  you  view 
From  Holland's  earl  her  birth  difaftrous  drew : 
Two  brothers  did  with  me  the  bleffing  prove. 
Which  children  find  in  fond  paternallove.  420 

While  thus  domeftic  peace  each  hour  endeared. 
The  duke  of  Zealand  at  our  court  appear'd  j 

X  Who 
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Who  went  a  war  againft  the  Moors  to  wage. 

In  flower  of  beauty  and  in  blooming  age : 

His  perfon  pleas'd,  but  more  his  pafllon  gain'd,    425 

And  foon  my  eafy  heart  in  fetters  chain'd. 

While  adverfe  winds  forbade  his  purposed  way. 

Our  mutual  love  beguil'd  his  lingering  ftay ; 

And  oft  we  vows  exchanged  to  join  our  hands. 

At  his  return,  in  folemn  nuptial"  bands.  4^0 

Scarce  from  our  country  was  Bireno  gone, 
(The  name  by  which  my  faithful  love  was  known) 
When  Friza-s  king,  who  long  with  artful  mind 
•To  wed  me  to  his  only  fon  defign'd, 
Arbantes  nam'd,  difpa(tch*d  a  courtly  train  435 

My  hand  in-  marriage  of  my  fire  to  gain : 
But  I,  who  ne'er  could  change  my  conftant  love. 
Or  {o  ungrateful  to  Bireno  prove, 
T'  evade  this  evil,  tears  and  prayers  employ'd : 
My  loving  fire  the  union  fought  deny'd :  440 

Difmifs^d  from  court  th'  embafiadors  retum'd  ; 
With  vengeful-  rage  the  king  of  Friza  burn'd : 
Our  lands  he  e^ter'd,  and  with  carnage  fiU'd, 
In  which,  alas !  my  kindred  all  were  kill'd. ' 
Befides  his  mighty  ftrength  in  arms  beheld,         .  445 
That  few  his  vigour,  in  our  age,  excelled ; 

He 
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He  weapons  us'd,  to  former  times  unknown,* 

And,  in  the  prefent,  us'd  by  him  alcme^ 

An  iron  tube  he  bore,  whofe  worhb  enclosed 

A  ball  and  nitrous  grain,  with  art  difpos'd :  -         4fd 

When  to  a  vent,  fcarce  obvious  to  the  fight. 

Behind  the  barrel  he  dire£h  a  light  \ 

With  lightning  flafties  and  with  thunder's  found. 

The  bullet  fiies  and  fpreads  deftruftion  round. 

With  this  device  our  bands  he  twice  overthrew  455 
In  open  field,  and  both  my  brethren  flew. 
The  elder  fiiil  was  doom'd  the  ftroke  to  feel, 
His  heart  tranfpierc'd-  through  plates  of  jointed  fteel : 
In  vain  the  fecond  fl:rove  fronl  fate  to  flyj 
He,  like  his  brother,  v^ias  condemn'd  to  die.  46a 

Sent  from  afar,  the  ball  its  force^  imprefs'd 
Full  at  his  back  and  ifiii'd  at  his  breaft- 
One  only  caftlc  to  my  fire  remain'd^ 
Each  other  part  the  cruel  king  had  gairt'd. 
This  while  he  fought  to  guard  with  fruitlefs  care,     46^ 
He  fell  the  laffc  fad  viftim  of  the  war^ 
The  traitor  mark'd  him  as  he  Walk'd  the  raond,^ 
And  pierc'd  his  forehead  with  a  mortal  wound. 

My  fire  and  brethren  flaughter'd,  I  remain'd 
The  haplef*  heirefs  of  my  father's  landf  470 

When 
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When  Fri^a's  Jdng  proposed  tKc  war  to  ctfafe. 

And  grant  to  me  and  mine  a  lafting  peace, 

Would  I  confent  to  what  I  late  deny'd. 

And  yield  to  be  his  fon  Arbantcs'  bridcfi 

But  this  1  ftill  refos'd— my  fttadfaft  mind  475 

Dctefted  juftly  him  and  all  his  kind* 

By  him  my  fire  and  brethren's  death  I  moum'd. 

My  country  wafted,  and  my  cities  burn'd. 

To  Ihake  my  ftern  refolves  my  people  try. 

And  every  art  of  prayers  and  threats  employ  2        4.^6 

When  all  their  prayers  and  threats  they  found  in  vain. 

But  faw  me  ftill  my  purpofe  firm  maintain. 

The  terms  with  him  agreed,  themfelves  to  fave. 

Me  and  the  fort  into  his  hands  they  gave. 

The  king  received  me  mildly,  and  aflur'd  48^ 

My  life  and  lands  alike  fhould  reft  fecur'd, 
Would  1  my  ftubborn  purpofe  yet  forfake. 
And,  for  my  Ipoufei  his.  fon  Arbantes  take* 
Then  finding,  when  I  every  thought  had  weighed, 
Diflembling  could  alone  my  purpofe  aid  i  490 

To  aik  forgivenefs  for  the  paft  I  feign'd. 
And  gave  confent  to  take  Arbantes'  hand. 

« 

Two  brethren  in  my  father's  court  were  bred 
Of  loyal  heart  and  of  inventive  head ; 

Vol,  I.  L  My 
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My  thoughts  t6  thefe  difclos'd,  th^y  vow'd  to  join    495 
Their  mutual  aid  to  fecond  my  defign. 
One,  to  fecure  my  flight,  a  fhip  retained ; 
One,  near  my  perfon,  at  the  court  remained. 

While  flrangers  now  and  natives  all  were  led 
T'  attend  the  nuptial  rites,  a  rumour  Ipread  ^o€ 

That,  in  Bifcaia  rais'd,  a  naval  power 
My  lover'  brought  t*  invade  the  Holland  (hore : 
For  when  in  lucklefs  fight  our  army  fail'd. 
In  which  I  firft  a  brother's  death  bewaiPd, 
With  fpeed  I  fent  to  let  Bireno  know  505 

The  fatal  inroad  of  our  barbarous  foe; 
Meanwhile  the  ruthlefs  king  his  courfe  purfu'd. 
Till  every  part  his  conquering  arms  fubdu*d. 
Bireno  now,  who  heard  not  all  was  loft. 
Had  loos'd  his  veflfels  from  Bifciaia's  coaft :  510 

Thefe  tidings  to  the  king  of  Friza  known^^ 
He  left  th*  approaching  nuptials  to  hrs  fon ; 
And  failing  with  his  fleet,  engaged  the  duke. 
His  ffiips  deftroy'd,  and  him  a  prifoner  took. 

Now  had  the  youth  my  hand  recciv'd,  and  led  5  r5 
At  night  impatient  to  the  nuptial  bed. 
Soon  as  my  faithful  friend,  who'  ftood  befide 
Conceal'd,  the  bridegroom  drawing  near  e%'d. 

Behind 
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Behind  him  ^Ith  in  ike  fo  fierce  he  flnibk. 

That  life  and  fpeech  at  once  thfe  wretch  forfook :  520 

As  finks  the  flau^tcr^d  dk  bfefmear'd  with  gore. 

So  fell  Arbahtes,  bom  in  lucklcfs  hour ! 

Spite  of  Cymofco,  doomed  his  death  to  find. 

So  call  the  kiilg^  the  bafeii  of  n^ahkmd ; 

By  whom  my  fire  and  brethren  found  their  fate,    525 

Who  now,  t'  enfure  pofleltion  of  my  ftate, 

Eipous'd  me  to  his  Ion — fome  future  day 

To  take  perhaps  my  wretched  Kfi  iwaj^. 

My  choiceft  trealures  then  fecur'd,  1  fl^ew 
The  hated  place,  and  With  my  guide  withdrew,    530 
Whofe  trufly  care  my  hafiy  fteps  conveyed 
To  where  his  brother  with  the  veflcl  ftay'd. 
We  court  the  winds,  our  oars  divide  the  main. 
Till  Heaven  decrees  us  fafe  this  land  to  gain, 
'Twere  hard  to  tell  which  bore  a  greater  part        535 
Or  grief,  or  rage,  in  fell  Cymbfco's  heart ; 
Grief  for  his  haplefs  foh  deprived  of  breath. 
Or  rage  againft  the  author  of  his  death. 
He,  with  his  joyful  fleet,  the  land  regained. 
Elate  witfi  cohqiTefi:,  and  Bireno  chained.  540 

He  came  prepared  a  nuptial  feaft  to  flisire. 
And  viewed  hxy  triumph  changed  to  black  dfefpair. 

L  2  Nor 
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Nor  day;  nor  night,  he  found  a  moment's  reft. 

Revenge  and  forrow  rankling  in  his  breaft : 

The  tyrant  doubtlefe  had  Bireno  (lain,  545 

The  greateft  woe  he  knew  I  could  fuftain  j 

But,  while  he  fpar'd  his  life,  he  furely  thought ' 

He  held  a  net  by  which  I  might  be  caught* 

Before  the  youth  he  fets  thefe  ternns  fevere : 

His  fate  he  relpites  for  a  fingle  year,  550 

But  death  denounces  then,  with  lingering  pain, 

Unlefs  he  firft,  by  fraud  or  force,  attain. 

By  any  means,  my  perfon  to  fecure. 

And  lacrificing  mine,  his  life  enfure. 

Six  caftles  have  I  fince  in  Flanders  fold,  555 

And  part  employed  in  fecret  lums  of  gold 

To  bribe  his  guards ;  and  part  employ'd  t'  excite. 

Gernun  and  Englilh  powers  to  do  me  right. 

And  now  the  fatal  time  is  nearly  clos'd, 

TThe  period  to  Bireno-s  life  proposed.  .      56a 

When  force  or  gold  will  come  too  late  to  fave 

My  plighted  confort  from  th'  \intimely  grave. 

For  him  my  all  is  loft ! — and  nought  remains 

But  now  to  yield  thefe  hands  to  cruel  chains-— 

Yet,  ah !  could  this  redeem  the  youth  I  love,        565 

My  bo^m  dares  the  ftern  condition  prove. 

But 
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But  when  th*  ufurper  has  my  perlbn  gained. 

When  I  have  all  his  vengeful  wrath  (uftain*d, 

I  fear  he  ne'er  will  fet  Bireno  frice. 

To  owe  his  freedom  and  his  life  to  me.  570 

For  this  to  you  my  fortune  I  unfold. 

And  thus  with  many  a  warrior  counfel  hold. 

In  hopes  that  feme  their  fuccour  may  engage. 

That  when  Tm  yielded  to  the  tyrant's  rage. 

He  may  not  ftill  in  bonds  my  love  detain,  575 

Or,  when  Fm  dead,  command  him  to  be  flain. 

But  to  this  hour  I  ne'er  have  found  a  knight 

Who  durft  the  facred  faith  of  knighthood  plight. 

To  guard  me  from  the  tyrant's  vengeful  power. 

Should  he  refufe  Bireno  to  reftore :  580 

So  much  his  fatal  arms  their  courage  quell'd. 

Whole  force  no  temper'd  cuirafs  e'er  repell'd. 

Now,  if  your  valour  not  unlike  is  feen 

To  your  fierce  femblance  and  Herculean  mien ; 

Vouchfafe  with  me  to  feek  the  Holland  flrand,     585 

And  there  refign  rhe  to  Cymofco's  hand  \ 

So  may  I  firmly  on  your  aid  rely. 

That,  though  I  fall,  my  lover  fhall  not  die. 
The  damfel  here  her  mournful  ftory  clos'd, 

Whil«  oft  her  fighs  and  tears  were  interpos'd.        590 

\^  3  Orlando 
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Orlando  then  no  time  in  lp?ech  affords, 

As  ope  by  nature  little  us'd  to  words  j 

But  inftant  vows,  by  generous  pity  jfir*d. 

To  grant  that  aid  her  haplcfs  ftatc  required ; 

Nor  means  (he  Ihall,  to  fave  Bircno,  go  U| 

A  willing  prifoner  to  her  cruel  foe  s 

But  thinks  them  both  in  fafety  to  reftore. 

If  ftill  his  fword  retain  its  wonted  power. 

Now  tow'rds  the  port  thpy  bead  their  eager  way. 
The  profperous  winds  their  veffel  fwift  convey :     6oq 
The  third  aufpicious  morn  the  co^  they  gain'd  j 
The  champion  landed,  but  the  d^rac  remain'd ; 
Orlando  will'd  her,  ere  ihe  trod  this  ihore. 
To  hear  her  foe  Cym9fco  was  no  more. 
Himfelf  defcends  the  deqk  with  ready  fpeed,         60  c 
And  fheath'd  iif  armour,  rpounts  a  dappled  fteed. 
In  Flanders  nourilh'd,  and  of  Danifh  race. 
More  ftrong  and  bold  than  aftiye  in  the  chac9 1 
For  when  to  crofs  the  ftream  the  bark  he  took. 
In  Britanny  his  courfer*  he  forfook.  610 

Orlando  now  the  jguarded  fortrefs  view'd. 
Where  ready  arm'd  the  hoftile  fquadron  ftood 
T'  oppofe  invading  force  :  for  fame  declar'd, 
A  kinfman  to  th'  imprifon'd  lord  prepared, 

*  Bricliadoro. 

From 
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From  Zealand,  with  a  fleet  and  numerous  hoft>     6 1  j 
Tp  make  a  bold  incurfipn  on  the  coaft. 
Orlando,  fearlefs,  one  of  thefe  required 
To  tell  the  king,  a  wandering  knight  delir'd 
With  fword  or  pointed  fpear  to  prove  his  might. 
And  wage,  on  terms  like  thefe,  the  doubtful  fight:  620 
The  king,  if  he  the  challenger  overthrew. 
Should  have  the  lady  that  Arbantes  flew : 
But  on  the  other  part  the  king  (hould  fwear. 
That  if  himfelf  were  vanquifh'd  in  the  war. 
He  would  Bireno  from  his  chains  releafc,  625 

And  give  the  youth  to  leave  the  realm  in  peace. 

The  fbldier  fwift  the  bold  defiance  bore : 
But  he,  who  ne'er  was  train'd  to  virtuous  lore, 
Whofe  churlilh  foul  no  courteous  deeds  could  bind. 
To  fraudful  arts  apply'd  his  treacherous  mind,      630 
In  hopes,  if  firfl  his  amms  the  knight  detain. 

The  hated  damfel  in  his  power  to  gain. 
Now  from  the  gate  he  fends  a  chofen  force. 

That  wheeling  round  the  plain  with  filent  courfe. 

Cut  off  the  foe's  retreat ;  while  vainly  there  63  5 

Orlando  waits  to  wage  ap  equal  war. 

The  king  deludes  him  ftill  with  fi-audful  lies. 

Till  he  the  foot  and  cavalry  elpies 

L  4  Rang'd 
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Rang*d  at  the  deftin^d  place  -,  and  then  in  vi^w 
Himfelf  with  others  from  the  portal  drew,  6^q 

Thus  all  his  guile  to  feize  alive  the  knight. 
With  care  providing  to  prevent  his  flight, 
Cymofco  proves  -,  and  thinks  the  deed  to  find 
So  certain,  that  he  leaves  his  tube  behind : 
Nor  would  he  now  thofe  thundering  arms  employ,  645 
When  here  he  meant  t*  imprifon,  not  deftroy. 

The  knight  of  Anglant  now  has  couch'd  his  fpear. 
Where  clofely  prefs'd  the  men  and  arms  appear : 
Firft  one,  apd  then  another,  helplefs  dies  if 
Through  fix  at  once  the  lance  Impetuous  flies,       S^q 
And  in  the  fevcnth  inflifts  fo  deep  a  wound. 
That  prone  he  tumbles  lifelefs  to  the  ground. 
His  fatal  fWord  unfheath'd,  the  dreaming  blood 
Stains  their  gay  armour  with  a  crimfon  flood. 
Cymofco  wiflics  foon  his  tube  and  ftre,  ^^^ 

Where  prefent  dangers  mofl:  their  aid  requh-e ; 
He  bids  them  flraight  be  brought,  but  bids  in  vain  \ 
Who  once  a  (helter  in  the  walls  can  gain, 
keturns  no  more:  when  thus  their  fears  he  view'd. 
The  king,  with  equal  fear,  their  ftcps  purfu'd :       660 
3wift  through  the  gate  he  bent  his  eager  flight, 
^nd  bade  the  bridge  be  rais'd  t*  oppofe  the  knightjj 

Put, 
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But,  clbfe  behind,  the  knight  with  equal  hafte 
Has  gained  the  bridge  and  thro*  the  portal  paft. 
Orlando  little  heeds  th'  ignoble  crowd,  665 

His  vengeance  only  on  the  traitor  vow'd  j 
But  far  beyond  the  king  impels  his  fpeed, 
Bleft  in  th'  excelling  fwiftnefs  of  his  fteed. 
Yet  loon  with  other  arms  returns  to  figlit. 
And  lie§  in  fecret  ambufh  for  the  knight.  670 

The  huntfman  thus  with  dogs  and  fylvan  war 
JExpefts  the  boar  defcending  from  afar, 
Whofe  rage  upturns  the  foil,  the  trees  deftroys. 
While  all  the  wood  rebellows  to  the  noife. 

Spon  as  the  king  the  warrior  near  efpies,  675 

Hp  fires  the  tube  and  Iwift  the  bullet  flics : 
At  once  the  lightning  flaflies,  fhakes  the  ground. 
The  trembling  bulwarks  echo  to  the  found  • 
'  Th?  peft,  that  i^ever  Ipcnds  iji  vain  its  force. 
But  Ihatters  all  th^t  dares  oppofe  its  courfe,  680 

Whizzing  impetupus  flics  along  the  wind. 
Yet  mifs'd  the  fatal  mark  the  wretch  dcfign'd : 
Beneath  the  knight  the  ball  refiftlefs  flew. 
And,  through  the  belly  pierc'd,  the  courier  flew. 
]Both  horfe  and  horfeman  fell  with  chfliing  found ;  68 5 
One  prefs'd,  the  other  fcarcely  touch'd  the  ground ;  . 
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As  once  Antaeus^  on  the  Lybian  ftrand^ 

More  fierce  recovered  when  he  re^ich'd  the  fand : 

•    *•  ■  .  « . 

So  feem'd  to  rHe  again  with  a4ded  might. 
Soon  as  he  felt  th^e  earthy  the  Chriflw  knight.      690 
.    Whoe'er  has  feen  the  winged  lightning  fly. 
By  Jove  in  thunder  brandifh'd  from  the  flcy. 
And  penetrate  fome  fecrct  cavern  ftor'd 
With  nitrous  powder  and  a  fulphurous  hoard. 
At  once  inflam'd,  with  vaft  explolion  driven,         695 
The  ruin  feems  to  mingle  earth  and  heaven  s 
The  hurfting  fii^es  the  W^Us  and  buildings  rend. 
And  to  the  ftars  the  Ihatter'd  ftones  afcend : 
Refiftlefs  thus  th*  indignant  chief  appear'd. 
When  from  the  plain  his  mighty  limbs  he  rear'd;  700 
And  with  fuch  rage  to  inftant  vengeance  flew. 
That  Mars  had  trembled  at  the. dreadful  view. 
The  Frizeland  monarch,  ftruck  with  pale  affright, 
WheePd  round  his  horfc  to  urge  his  eager  flight : 
With  eager  fpced  his  feet  Orlando  plies ;  705 

Lels  fwift  an  arrow  from  the  bowlbing  flies ; 
And  where  before  his  heavier  courier  fail'd, 
(Wondrous  to  fee !)  his  lighter  feet  prevail'd. 
Full  fboA  th*  impatient  knight  o'ertook  the  foe. 

Then  at  his  helmet  aim'd  a  deadly  blow :  .710 

Deep 
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Deep  in  his  head  the  fword  a  p^flagp  fouiid« 
And  fent  the  body  lifelels  to  the  ground 

Within  the  bulwarks  now  was  hc^rd  afar 
A  different  clamour  and  al^rm  of  war: 
Bireno's  kinfman,  who  had  gain'd  the  coaft,  71^ 

And  found  the  guards  dcferted  from  their  pol^ 
The  portal  entered  with  his  e^er  b?nd. 
And  fcour'd  the  city  round  on  every  hand : 
While  none  attempt  his  purpofe  to  moleft. 
Such  dread  Orlando  on  their  minds  imprefs*d.       720 
Nor  lefs  the  Holland  troops  confefs  their  fear, 
Unconfcious  whence  or  why  thefe  foes  appear : 
But  when  they  nptcd,  by  their  Ipeech  and  drcfs, 
Thefe  came  from  Zealand's  ifle^  they  fii'd  for  peace ; 
And  proflFer'd  to  the  chief  their  willing  ^id  725 

*Gainft  thofe  who  had  their  lord  in  prifon  laid. 
This  people  ever  to  the  Frizeland  power. 
And  to  their  king,  a  fettled  hatred  bore ; 
Urg*d  by  his  avarice^  cruelty,  and  pride, 
Py  whom  their  lov'd,  their  haplefs  foycreign  died,  730 

Orlando,  friend  to  either,  interpos'd  s 

And  foon  in  lafting  peace  the  parties  closed  3 

The  prifon  gates  they  from  their  hinges  broke, 

yVnd  threw  to  earth :  Bireno  now  forfook 

His 


156  ORLANDO.  Book  IV. 

*  • 

His  dreary  cells  and  gave,  for  life  reftor'd,  735 

His  grateful  praifes  to  Anglante's  lord. 

Then,  with  a  numerous  train,  he  fought  the  ftrand 

Where  fair  Olympia  in  the  fliip  remained : 

So  was  the  virgin  jiam*d,  whofe  rightful  fway 

The  Holland  realms  fhould  by  defcent  obey,         740 

The  people  honour  her  with  duteous  zeal  j 

What  fond  endearments  pafs'd,  were  long  to  tell ; 

How  6ft  with  joy  the  tender  pair  carefs*d ; 

Or  to  the  valiant  earl  their  thanks  exprefi'd. 

Her  fubjefts  then,  dieir  vow*d  allegiance  paid,      745 

To  her  paternal  feat  reftor'd  the  maid ; 

While  flie  configrl'd  to  lov'd  Bireno's  hand 

Hcrfelf,  her  people,  and  recovered  land. 

He,  other  thoughts  revolving  in  his  mind. 

The  earldom  to  his  coufin's  care  refignM ;  7  50 

To  Zealand  thence  he  purposed  to  remove 

With  her,  the  deareft  objed  of  his  love  i 

To  tempt  his  fortune  next  on  Friza's  fhore. 

For  which  in  hand  a  precious  pledge  he  bore ; 

A  daughter  to  the  king  deceased,  whom  there    755 

A  captive  found,  he  took  beneath  his  care, 

And  to  his  brother  meant  to  wed  the  blooming  fair. 

The  day  Bireno  left  his  dreary  cell, 
Orlando  bade  the  joyful  train  farc^vel ; 

But 
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I 

But  nothing  would  the  champion  bear  away  760 

From  all  the  ipoils  of  that  viftorious  day. 

Save  that  device,  whofe  unrefiftcd  force 

Refembled  thunder  in  its  rapid  courfe : 

Refolv'd  the  murdering  engine  to  remove, 

Where  man  might  never  more  its  fury  prove.       765 

Soon  as  he  faw  the  fhip  ferfake  the  coaft. 
When  to  the  jBght  the  leffening  land  was  loft ; 
When  nought  appear'd  but  waves  oh  every  fide; 
He  held  the  murderous  tube,  and  thus  he  cry*d. 

That  ne'er  again  a  knight  by  thee  may  dare,     770 
Or  daftard  cowards,  by  thy  help  in  war. 
With  bafe  advantage  meet  a  nobler  foe. 
Here  lie  for  ever  in  th*  abyfs  below. 
O  curft  device !  bafe  implement  pf  death ! 
Framed  in  the  black  Tartarean  realms  beneath  s    775 
By  Beelzebub's  malicious  art  defign'd 
Againft  the  haplefs  race  of  human-kind  -, 
Hence,  to  thy  native  feat — He  faid,  and  gave 
The  ponderous  engine  to  the  greedy  wave. 


2VD    OF    THE    FOURTH    BOOK. 


i 


THE 


FIFTH        BOOK 


O  F 


ORLANDO. 


The     ,A    R    G    U    M    E    N    T. 

0 

CoNTiNUATiaN  of  the  ftory  of  Olympia,  Orlando,  in  pur-* 
fuit  of  Angelica,  arrives  at  the  ifland  of  Ebuda,  where  he 
kills  the  monfter  and  delivers  a  lady.  The  ftory  of  Olym- 
pia  concluded.  Orlando  departs  to  continue  the  fearch  o( 
Angelica,  and  is  decoyed  to  the  enchanted  caftle  of  At- 
lantes.  Arrival  of  Angelica,  who  by  the  virtue  of  her 
ring  delivers  Orlando,  Sacripant,  and  Ferrau,  from  the 
power  of  the  magician.  Battle  between  Orlando  and  Fer- 
jrau.  Angelica  leaves  the  combatants,  and  Sacripant  purfues 
her.  Orlando  defeats  two  bands  of  Pagans,  and  finds  lia* 
bella  in  a  cave  of  outlaws. 
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T)  I  RENO,  'midft  the  female  captives  gain'd, 
*^  Cymoico's  daughter  in  his  power  detained* 
Scarce  fifteen  funimers  }iad  the  virgin  feen. 
Sweet  were  her  looks,  her  gefture  and  her  mien. 
So  infant  roles  fi'om  the  bud  diiplay  5 

•  Their  opening  beauties  to  the  genial  ray. 
When  firft  he  view'd  the  pious  Ibrrows  (lain 
Her  lovely  cheeks  to  weep  a  father  flain. 
What  fudden  warmth  poflfefs'd  his  beating  heart  I 
Not  half  fo  fwift  the  fiames  their  rage  impart,         10 
Where  hoflile  force,  or  envious  hands  conlpire 
To  ^ve  the  ripen'd'com  to  wafting  fire. 

Vol.  I.  M  But 
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But  if  perchance,  by  fudden  impulfe  fway'd. 

Unguarded  he  carefs'd  the  Frizeland  maid. 

None  cenfur'd  what  they  faw,  while  each  inclined     1 5 

T*  afcribe  it  to  a  good  and  pious  mind : 

Our  praife  to  every  generous  deed  we  owe. 

That  raifes  thofe  whom  fortune  whirls  below ; 

That  fooths  the  anguifh  of  a  heart  diftrefs'd ; 

Much  more  an  orphan  with  her  woes  opprefs'd.      20 

O  U  gracious  Heaven !  how  oft  do  clouds  abufe 
Weak  mortals*  eyes,  and  bound  their  partial  views  ! 
Bireno*s  foul  and  impious  deeds  appear 
The  pious  tokens  of  a  foul  fincere. 

Now  feize  the  ready  mariners  their  oars,  25 

And,  launching  in  the  waves,  forfake  the  fhores. 
At  length  overtaken  by  a  devious  blaft. 
Three  days  uncertain  o'er  the  billows  caft. 
The  third  they  faw,  as  near  the  evening  drew,. 
A  wild  and  defert  ifland  rife  to  view.  3® 

Soon  as  the  veffel  to  a  creek  they  bore, 
Bireno  with  Olympia  went  on  fhore : 
Beneath  a  tent  the  flaves  their  cates  prepared  5 
The  unfulpedting  dame  the  banquet  Ihar'd, 
Thep  to  the  couch,  for  gentle  flumber  dreft,  35 

Contented,  with  her  lord  retir'd  to  reft  j 

'WhUc 
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While  to  their  bark  the  weary  Crew  retreat^ 
And,  funk  in  (leepj  their  former  toils  forget* 

In  fweet  oblivion  loft,  Olyinpia  lay, 
Tir'd  with  the  labours  of  the  watery  way  t  40 

In  her  calm  breaft  no  irkfortie  fears  arofe  1 
Such  fears  as  once  had  banifli*d  her  repofe. 
Herfelf  fhe  view'd  in  fafety  on  the  fhore, 
*Midft  the  deep  (ilehce  of  the  midni^t  hour. 
Her  huftjand  at  her  fide:  but  flumber  fled  45 

His  eyes,  whofe  waking  thoughts  deep  treafon  bred. 
Soon  as  he  fees  her  wrapt  in  fleep,  he  takes 
With  Ipeed  his  vefture,  and  the  bed  forfakes : 
Silent  he  wakes  his  mates,  and  gives  command 
To  launch  into  the  deep  and  quit  the  land*  ^x) 

Unbleft  Olympia  on  the  Ihore  remain^. 
Whom  long  the  pleafing  bands  of  fleep  reftrain'd. 
Till  from  her  golden  wheels  Aurora  threw. 
On  verdant  meads,  the  drops  of  Iparkling  dewj 
And,  on  the  margin  of  the  wavy  flood,  ^c 

Alcyone  her  s^ncient  plaints  renewed. 
When  now,  nor  fcarce  afleep,  nor  yet  awake. 
She  thought  Bjreno  in  her  arms  to  take : 
At  length,  difpell'd  by  fear,  her  flumber  fled  i 
She  look$^  ai)4  looking  fees  th*  abandoned  bed*       60 

Ma  Her 
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Her  griefs  increafing,  as  her  fears  augment. 

She  quits  the  couch  and  iffucs  from  the  tent;  • 

The  fevouring  moon  her  trembling  beam  fupplies> 

Yet  nought  but  fea  and  defert  land  Ihe  Ipies : 

She  calls  Bireno's  name  j  the  caves  ground  65 

With  pity  to  Bireno's  name  refound. 

A  rock  befide  the  ocean's  limits  flood. 
That,  worn  by  furges,  belly'd  o'er  Zht  flood : 
Thence  from  afar  fhe  faw  the  parting  fails 
Of  falfe  Bireno  drive  before  the  gales :  70 

Trembling  fhe  falls :  a  chilly  fweat  invades 
Her  alter'd  vifage,  and  her  colour  fades. 
But,  when  recovered,  with  her  fruitlefs  cries 
She  calls  the  vefTel,  while  the  vefTel  flies ; 
And  where  her  lips  refufe  their  accents  weak,         75 
Her  clafping  hands  and  frantic  geflures  fpeak. 

O  whither  fly'ft  thou  ?  treacherous  and  unkind ! 
Thy  bark  has  left  her  dearefl  freight  behind — 
Return — return — and  fince  thou  bear'ft  away 
My  better  part,  O  take  this  lifelefs  clay !  80 

.While  thus  flie  fpoke,  her  garments  in  her  hand 
She  wav'd,  to  lure  the  veflTel  back  to  land. 
But  the  fame  winds  that  through  the  billows  bear 
His  fwelling  fails,  dilperfe  her  plaints  in  air. 

Thrice, 


BookV.  ORLANDO.  165 

Thrice,  cruel  to  herfcl^  (he  thought  to  throve         85 
Her  wretched  body  in  the  feas  below. 
At  length  fhe  ceas'd  to  view  the  (hores  in  vain. 
And  fought,  with  feeble  fteps,  the  tent  again. 

Her  face  reclirring  on  the  confcious  bed. 
She  pour*d  a  fhower  of  plenteous  tears,  and  faid.     90 

Laft  night  in  thee,  alas !  two  lovers  lay  1 
Why  did  not  two  together  rife  to-day  ? 
Forfwom  Bireno !— fatal  was  the  birth. 
That  gave  accurft  Olympia  to  the  earth ! 
Where  fhall  I  turn  ?— all  hopelefs  of  relief^  95 

Not  one  to  hear  my  plaints,  or  foothe  my  grief? 
No  bark  t'  efcape — while  hunger  feals  my  doom, 
Without  the  fhelter  of  a  friendly  tomb  j 
Or  favage  wolves,  that  howl  in  every  cave. 
Shall  in  their  wombs  afford  a  dreadful  grave !        100 
But  ah !  what  death  fo  dire  can  thefe  beftoWj 
As  thou,  ungrateful  author  of  my  wo ! 
What  if  fbme  pilot,  wandering  o'er  the  deep. 
Should  take  me  hence  in  fafety  to  his  fhip  -, 
Shall  I  to  Holland  fly,  where  thy  command  105 

Defends  the  harbour,  and  forbids  to  land  ? 
Or  Ihall  I  feek  again  my  natal  Ihore, 
When  thou,  by  fraud,  haft  made  it  mine  no  more  ? 

M  3  How 
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JIow  ready  did  thy  troops  their  poft  maintain. 

To  take  poffeffion  of  their  new-foupd  reign  \         uo 

« 

Shall  I  to  Flanders  turn  ?  for  thee  the  reft 

I  fold,  the  litde  that  I  there  polfcfs'd  i 

All  was  employed,  ingrate !  to  fet  thee  free—* 

What  clime  will  now  receive  unhappy  me  ? 

Shall  I  the  realm  of  Friza  feek  to  gain,  115 

Where  once  for  thee  I  fcorn'-d  a  queen  to  reign. 

And  hence  my  brethren  and  my  fire  were  flain  ? 

And  claims  a  love  like  noine  no  more  regard, 

Js  this,  unjuft  Bircno,  my  reward  ? 

While  thus  fhe  fpoke,.  her  frantic  hands  fhe  (preacj 
And  tore  the  golden  treflcs  from  her  head  ^  12% 

♦"^Again  fhe  fought  the  beach  in  wild  delpair, 
J-.oofe  to  the  breeds  flpw'd  her  fcatter'd  hair. 
There  feated  on  a  rockj  in  doleful  ntood, 
She  feern'd  a  ftatue  hanging  o'er  the  flood,  ia| 

Meantime  Orlando  to  the  fcas  CQnfign'4 
Cymofco's  peft,  in  pity  t;0  manl^ind ;      . 
But  little  this  ayail'd — th*  infernal  foe 
Who  fram'd  fuch  engine  in  thfe  fhades  belpw. 
In  future  haplcfs  times,  to  fecond  birth  i  jq 

Th'  invention  drew  to  plague  the  fbns  of  earth. 
O  !  wretched  Ibldier !  now  your  armour  bright 
Forf^fe,  and  only  gird  your  fwqrd  in  fight  j 

^  But 


BookV.  ORLANDO.  167 

But  this  dread  weapon  on  your  Ihoulder  bear. 

Or  never  hqpe  the  viftor*s  wreaths  to  fliare*   ,       135 

Againft  Orlando  now  the  wind  prevaikj 
Now  on  the  poop  it  blows  in  gentle  gales  *, 
And  now  by  turns  a  fudden  calm  fucceeds; 
That  little  on  her  courfe  the  veffel  fpceds. 
For  Heaven's  high  wiU  forbade  the  crew  to  land  1 40 
Before  th'  Hibernian  king  had  reach'd  the  ftrand. 
To  forward  that  event,  which  fince  befel. 
And  which,  in  order  due,  the  mufe  (hall  tell. 

Now  near  the  coaft  the  prow  the  billows  broke. 
When  thus  Orlando  to  his  pilot  fpoke :  1 4S 

Hafte !  launch  the  boat,  and  here  the  ftup  detain. 
While  to  yon  rock  I  haften  through  the  main : 
The  largefl:  cable  to  my  hand  confign  > 
The  largeft  anchor  to  the  cable  join  j 
And  mark  my  purpofe,  when  in  dangerous  fight,  1 50 
I  dare  with  yonder  monfter  prove  my  might. 

This  faidi  with  anchor  and  with  cable  ftow'd, 
The  boat  they  launch'd  amid  the  dafhing  flood :      . 
Then  all  his  arms,  except  his  fword,  he  leaves, 
And  tow'rds  the  rock,  alone,  the  billows  cleaves  ;  155 
Clofe  to  his  breaft  he  draws  the  fturdy  oars, 
And  turns  his  back  upon  the  deftin'd  fhores. 

M4  Aurora 
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Aurora  now  had  rais'd  her  radiant  head, 

And  to  die  fun  her  golden  trefles  fpread ; 

Half  feen  above  the  waves,  and  half  concealed,      i6o 

To  old  Tithonus*  jealous  eyes  reveal'd ; 

Whien  to  the  barren  rock  approached  fo  nigh. 

As  from  the  vigorous  hand  a  ftone  might  fly  j 

He  heard,  and  yet  he  fcircely  feem*d  to  hear, 

A  tender,  plaintive  voice  affault  his  ear :  ^165 

Sudden  he  viewed  againft  the  rock's  fteep  fide 

A  lovely  dame  in  cruel  fetters  ty'd : 

Naked  ftie  ftands  above  the  briny  wave. 

While  her  fair  feet  intruding  waters  lave. 

He  fees,  but  vainly  ftrives  from  far  to  trace  170 

The  downcaft  features  of  her  bafliful  face ; 

Then  plies  for  nearer  view  iys  eager  oar — 

When,  hark!  the  feas,  the  woods,  the  caverns  roar! 

Th^  billows  fwell  j  and,  from  the  depths  belowj 

Jn  open  view  appears  his  monftrous  foe.  175 

As  from  the  humid  vale  black  clouds  afeend. 

When  gathermg  ftorms  their  pregnant  wombs  diftend : 

So  through  the  liquid  brine  the  monfter  prels'd 

With  furious  courfe  j  beneath  his  hideous  breaft 

Vex*d  ocean  groans— Orlando,  void  of  fear,  *         1 80 

Nor  chang'd  his  colour,  nor  his  wonted  cheer : 

Firm 
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Firm  in  himfelf,  to  guard  the  dame  difmayM, 

And  her  dire  foe  with  powerful  arm  invade^ 

Between  the  land  and  ore  his  courfe  he  ply'd. 

But  kept  undrawn  the  falchion  at  his  fide.  185 

Soon  as  the  monfter,  that  to  fhore  purfu*d 

His  deathful  way,  the  boat  and  champion  yiewM, 

He  op'd  his  greedy  throat  that  might  enhumc 

A  horfe  and  horfeman  in  its  living  tomb . 

Near  and  more  near  Orlando  dauntlefs  rows. 

Then  in  his  mouth  the  ponderous  anchor  throwsj 

Whofe  width  forbids  the  horrid  jaws  to  clofe. 

So  miners,  while  they  urge  their  darkling  toil. 

With  heedful  props  fupport  the  crumbling  foil. 

His  teeth  feeur^d,  Orlando  with  a  bound  ing 

Leaped  in  the  yawning  gulph ;  arid  whirling  round 

His  trenchant  blade,  the  dark  retreat  explored. 

And  with  repeated  wounds  the  monfter  gor'd. 

Mad  with  the  pain,  he  rifes  o'er  the  tides. 

And  fhows  his  jointed  back  and  fcaly  fides  j  206 

Then  downward  plunging  in  the  bottom  laves. 

And  throws  the  troubled  fands  above  the  waves. 

The  Paladin,  who  felt  the  rufhing  (beams, 

Forfook  the  ore,  and  oar'd  with  nervous  limbs 

The  billowy  brine,  while  in  his  hand  he  bore         1205 

The  anchor's  cable  till  he  reachi'd  the  fhore : 

There 
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There  firmly  fix'd,  upon  the  rock  he  ftood^ 

And  ftrain'd  each  nerve,  while  ftruggling  through  the 

flood 
The  monfler  followed,  by  that  arm  compeD'd 
"Whofe  ftrength  the  flrength  of  mortal  man  excelled. 
As  when  a  bqli  at  unawares  has  found  an 

With  flxaiten'd  cords  his  horns  encompafs'd  round, 
Ftirious  he  leaps,  he  bounds  from  fide  to  fide. 
The  haulfers  all  his  fruitlels  pains  deride : 
So  far'd  the  ore,  while  from  his  mouth  he  ihed     215 
A  tide,  that  dyes  the  ocean,  ftill  with  red : 
JjaSh'd  by  his  tail  with  many  a  founding  blow, 
.  The  parting  fea  reveals  th*  abyfs  below : 
Now  dafti'd  aloft  the  briny  waves  are  thrown. 
Pollute  the  day,  and  blot  the  golden  fun.  220 

The  neighbouring  forefts,  and  the  mountains  hoar. 
The  winding  rocks  rebellow  to  the  roar, 
Jlous'd  at  the  tumult,  from  his  pearly  bed. 
Old  Proteus  o'er  the  waters  rais'd'  his  head ; 
Soon  as  his  eyes  beheld  fo  ftrange  a  fight  225 

Petween  the  nlonfter  and  the  Chriftian  knight, 
fie  left  his  flock  and  urg'd  his  fearful  flight. 
Ev'n  Neptune  on  his,  car  (fuch  terror  fpread) 
WiA  dolphins  rein'd  to  Ethiopia  fled, 

lnci:i 
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Ino,  whofe  breaft  her  Melicerta  bears ;  230 

The  fea-green  fifters,  with  diftievell'd  hairs ; 
Glaucus  and  Triton ;  all  the  watery  train. 
In  diverfe  parts,  fly  fcatter*d  o'er  the  main. 
Angjantes'  warrior  *  now,  the  conflidt  o'er. 
Had  drawn  the  dreadful  monfter  to  the  fhore  j       235 
Which  fcarce  he  reach'd,when  Ipent  with  toil,  and  Iprcad 
Along  the  fand,  his  fhapelefs  bulk  lay  dead. 

,  Soon  fwarming  o'er  the  coaft  the  ifland  crew 
Came  haftening  down  the  wondrous  jBght  to  viewj 
And  loudly  cry'd,  that  mighty  Proteus'  rage         240 
"Would  once  again  his  favage  herds  engage 
To  wafte  the  land,  unlefs  with  humble  prayer 
They  mov'd  the  God,  themfelves  and  race  to  Ipare  j 
And,  as  an  offering  for  his  monfter  flain. 
They  whelm'd  th'  oflfending  champion  in  the  main.  245 
As  ipreads  from  torch  to  torch  th'  increafing  light. 
Till  all  the  region  with  the  blaze  is  bright : 
So  through  thfe  madding  vulgar  fwiftly  ran 
The  fierce  contagion,  caught  frpm  man  to  man. 
One  whirl'd  a  (ling,  a  bow  another  tookj  250 

This  drew  a  fword,  and  that  a  javelin  fhook. 
The  generous  Paladin  furpris*d  beheld 
Th'  ungrateful  throng  with  hoftile  thoughts  impeU'd? 

■s. 

•  Orlanpo. 

But 
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But  as  a  bear,  for  public  paftime  bred. 

In  RuiEa  or  in  Lithuania  led,  255 

Contemns  the  yelping  cur  5  with  like  dildain 

Orlando  near  beholds  the  daftard  train, 

Againft  him  leagu'd,  with  ftupid  anger  wield 

Their  idle  weapons  to  difpute  the  field. 

Soon  Durindana  from  the  fheath  he  flrew,  260 

And  'midft  his  foes  with  noble  fiiry  flew. 

Who  hop'd  with  eale  t'  opprefs  a  fingle  knight. 

Nor  fenc'd  with  Ihield,  nor  cas'd  in  armour  bright. 

At  ten  fierce  ftrokes,  beneath  his  conquering  hand 

Full  thirty  fell,  and  loon  he  cleared  the  ftrand.       265 

While  thus  th*  unequal  ftrife  the  knight  maintained, 

Hibernia's  troops  the  fatal  ifland  gain'd. 

And  difembark'd  where  none  t'  oppofc  they  viewed ; 

A  dreadful  flaughter  through  the  land  enfu'd  : 

Their  goods  were  pillaged  by  the  Irifti  train,  ayo 

The  houfes  fet  on  fire,  the  people  flain : 

The  walls  were  raz^d,  and  fcarce  remained  behind 

A  man  alive  of  this  devoted  kind. 

Orlando  haftens  now  the  dame  to  free. 
Prepared  for  death  befide  the  roaring  fea :  275 

Near  and  more  near  he  draws,  and  thinks  he  Ipies 
Features  but  late  familiar  to  his  eycs^ 

Lol 


\ 
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JLo !  imag'd  to  his  thought  Olympia's  fece. 
She,  moft  unhappy  of  the  female  race  j 
She,  whom  foriycen  on  the  defcrt  flxand,  280 

By  falfe  Bireno  late  the  pirate  band 
Convey'd  their  viftim  to  Ebuda's  land. 
Full  well  the  damfel  knew  th'  approaching  knight,     ^ 
iftut  from  his  look  flie  turn'd  her  balliful  fight ; 
Confus'd  and  mute  fhe  hung  her  drooping  head,  285 
While  burning  blufhes  on  her  cheeks  were  fpread. 
The  warrior  then  enquir'd  what  envious  power 
Had  led  her  ftep  to  that  inhuman  fliore. 
From  where  he  left  her  crown'd  with  joy  and  pfeacc. 
Partaking  with  her  confort  every  blifs.  290 

Alas !  I  know  not  (fhe  began  to  fay) 
If  for  my  life  I  grateful  thanks  fhould  pay, 
Or  rather  mourn  the  day  again  muft  clofe. 
And  not  behold  a  period  to  my  woes. 
She  faid ;  and  fobbing  deep  her  forrows  fpoke,      295 
How  her  falfe  lord  his  faith  and  honour  broke. 
While  this  Ihe  told,  Ihe  turn'd,  and  blulhing  ftiow'd 

A  form  like  Dian,  piftur'd  in  the  flood 

With  naked^  beauties,  when  incens'd  fhe  threw 

On  rafh  Aftason's  brows  the  fprinkling  dew.         300 

Orlando  pacing  on  the  fhelly  ftrand, 
Awaitj  his  fhip  to  anchor  near  the  land ; 

That 


J74  ORLANDO.  Bodit  V* 

That  thence  with  veftures  he  may  clothe  the  dame. 
While  this  his  thought  employed,  Oberto  came^ 
HU^emia's  king,  who  heard  the  monfter  flain         305 
There  by  extended  by  the  dafliing  main  j 
That,  fwimming  through  the  fcas,  a  knight  unknown 
Had  in  his  jaws  a  ponderous  anchor  thrown. 
And  drawn  him  to  the  beach,  as  barks,  fecur'd 
With  twilled  cables,  on  the  ground  are  moor'd,     310 

Soon  as  th*  Hibernian  king  Orlando  view'd, 
Tho'  drenched  with  water  and  deformed  with  blood. 
Him  well  he  knew,  with  him  in  Gallia  bred. 
At  Charles'  high  court  his  infant  years  were  led. 
Which  late  he  left  to  feek  his  native  land,  3 1 5 

(His  father  dead)  the  fceptrc  to  command. . 

His  helmet  rais'd,  he  ran  with  eager  pace 
To  hold  Orlando  in  a  ftrift  embrace ; 
Nor  lefs  Orlando  felt,  the  king  to  view. 
And  round  his  neck  his  friendly  arms  he  threw.    320 

Orlando  to  Oberto  then  dilplay'd 
The  cruel  fufFerings  of  the  fair  betray'd ; 
What  proofs  Bireno  of  her  love  could  boafl  j 
For  him  her  kindred  flain,  her  country  loft ; 
For  him  prepared  her  deareft  life  to  yield :  ^^^ 

All  this  he  knew,  and  part  himfelf  beheld. 

While 
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While  thus  he  (peaks,  the  guflaing  forrows  rife. 
And  trickle  from  the  fair  one's  weeping  eyes : 
Like  vernal  fkies  her  lovely  vifage  Ihow'd, 
When  gentle  ihowers  defcending  from  a  cloud,     ^^^ 
Frequent  and  foft,  the  fun  with  cheating  gleams 
Darts  thro'  the  watery  veil  his  trembling  beams : 
As  then  in  foliage  wet  with  gliftening  dews. 
Sweet  Philonoel  her  plaintive  note  renews; 
So  Cupid  in  her  grief  reviv'd  appears,  3  j^ 

And  bathes  his  plumage  in  her  pearly  tears. 
His  golden  fliaft  he  kindles  in  the  flame. 
That  from  her  piercing  eyes  like  lighming  came. 
And  tempers  in  the  cryftal  ftrcam  that  flows 
Between  the  lily  fair  and  blufhing  rofe.  340 

His  arrow  now  prepared,  the  bow  he  bends. 
And  at  th'  unguarded  king  his  weapon  fendsj 
For  whofe  defence  nor  plated  arms  avail. 
Nor  trebled  fliield,  nor  twifted  coat  of  mail : 
While  rapt  in  gaze  he  fl:ands,  he  feels  the  dart,      345 
With  fudden  force,  infix'd  within  his  heart. 

Oberto,  fir'd  with  love,  no  more  fupprels'd 
The  paflion  ftruggling  in  his  amorous  breafl:. 
He  bade  th*  afiiidted  fair  no  longer  mourn. 
But  hope  her  forrow  foon  to  joy  might  turn;        350 

With 
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With  vows  t'  attend  her  fteps  to  Holland's  Ihore, 
And  there  replace  her  in  the  fovereign  power  j 
Nor  ccafe  till  on  her  treacherous  Ipoufe  he  gained 
A  juft  revenge  for  all  her  wrongs  fiiftain'd. 

And  now  he  fends  fair  female  robes  to  find;      355 
Nor  long  they  fought  for  robes  of  various  kind. 
Since  every  day  the  veftment  there  was  ftor'd 

V 

Of  fbme  loft  damfel  by  the  ore  devoured. 

From  thefe  the  king  Olympiads  limbs  attir'd. 

But  could  not  clothe  her  as  his  foul  defir'd :  360 

For  jDhould  the  choiccft  filks  from  far  be  brought. 

With  every  coft  of  art  and  genius  wrought  j 

Should  ev*n  Minerva  all  her  (kill  unfold. 

And  Lemnos'  god  fupply  the  pureft  gold; 

Yet  to  th*  enamour'd  prince  'twould  fcarce  appear  ^^^ 

A  covering  worthy  for  the  dame  to  wear. 

Next  morn  the  king,  the  dame,  and  friendly  crew. 
Embarking,  from  the  cruel  port  withdrew : 
With  thefe  Orlando  to  Hibernia  went. 
And  thence  to  France  his  Ipeedy  voyage  meant.   370 
Scarce  on  the  ifland  he  remained  a  day  ^ 
Not  all  their  friendly  prayers  could  bribe  his  ftay : 
Cupid,  the  wandering  lover's  conftant  guide. 
No  longer  there  permits  him  to  refide; 

But 
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But  ere  he  parted,  to  Oberto's  caj^e  '  375 

He  gave  in  charge  to  avenge  the  injured  fiur. 

The  king,  abeady  by  her  quarrel  fir'd. 

In  zeal  exceeded  >vhat  the  earl  requir'd : 

A  league  with  England  and  with  Scotland  made^ 

He  rais-d  a  force  the  traitor  to  invade  j  380 

Drove  him,  an  oufcaft,  from  the  Bdgic  ihore, 
And  next  in  Friza  ruin'd  all  his  powen 
He  rous'd  his  native  Zealand  to  rebel,  ' 

Nor  ceas*d,  till  in  the  war  Bireno  fell : 
He  fell  5  yet  fcarce  his  wretched  life  could  prove  385 
'  J|  forfeit  equal  to  his  breach  of  love. 
OJympia  foon  Oberto's  bride  is  feen, 
A  countefs  late,  and  now  a  powerful  queen. 

Agam  Orlando  ploughs  the  briny  tides^ 
Again  in  port  fecure  his  veflcl  rides :  3^ 

He  leaps  on  fhore,  and  Brigliadoro  takes ; 
All  arm'd  he  mounts,  and  wind  and  fea  forfakes. 

Ere  winter's  months  in  due  fucceffion  roU'd, 
Full  many  an  adion  worthy  to  be  told 
The  knight  achieved ;  but  blame  not  here  the  bard. 
If  worth  conceal'd  fhould  pafs  without  regard :      3^ 
Far  readier  was  the  Paladin  to  court 
From  deeds  true  glory>  than  thofe  deeds  report  \ 

Vol.  I.  N  Aad 
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And  never  y^t>  without  ibme  wkncfs  near. 

His  great  explcHts  had  reach'd  the  general  ear.      40(V 

On  hil],  on  plain^  on  champaign,  field,  and  fhorc, 
A  tedious  trad  of  land  he  journies  o*er : 
When  entering  now  a  fbreft's  gloomy  fhadei 
Diftrefsful  cries'  his  (tartled  ears  invade : 

He  Ipurr'd  his  ftced,  and  foon  before  him  §)y'd    405 

A  knight  upon  a  big^-lintib'd  courier  ride. 

Who  bore  by  force  accofs  his  faddle-bow 

A  female  form,  with  every  mark  of  wo : 

She  ftrugglcd  in  his  arms,  Ihc  wept,  flie  pray'd. 

And  caird  Anglante's  valiant  prince  *  to  aid.        41  f 

Now  on  the  dame  Orlando  bent  his  view. 

And  well  the  features  of  her  face  he  knew  : 

At  leaft  it  feem'd  Angelica  the  fair. 

Whom  long  he  fought  with  unavailing  care. 

When  he,  in  femblance  of  a  maid  diftrefs'd,      41^. 
Beheld  her  image  that  his  foul  poffcfs'd. 
He  call'd  aloud,  and  thundering  on  his  fteed. 
Let  loofc  the  reins  to  Brigliadoxo's  fpeed. 
The  fefon  nought  reply'd,  nor  deiga'd  to  ftay,„ 
But  all  intent  upon  his  lovely  prey,  420 

Through  the  thick  foreft  held  fo  fwift  a  pace. 
The  wind  had  lagg'd  behind  him  in  the  race* 

Thus 
♦Orlando. 
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Thus  flying,  one  pursuing)  one  purfliM^  ^ 

While  fhrill  Complainings  echoed  thro*  the  wood, 

They  reached  a  mead,  and  riew'd  a  building  rais'd 

With  coftly  art,  where  gold  and  filvcr  blazed  t      42^ 

Here  pafs'd  the  ftranger  through  the  lofty  door,. 

Who  in  his  arms  the  feeming  virgin  bore, 

And  foon  the  entrance  Brigliadoro  gain'd. 

That  fierce  Orlando  on  his  back  fuflain'd.  430 

With  fury  fir'd,  alighting  from  his  fteed, 

He  nilhcs  through  the  dome  with  edger  (ptcdi 

Of  fdk  and  gold  he  fees  each  ftately  bed, 

kich  figured  hangings  on  the  walls  are  fpread, 

And  for  the  floor  the  fett  on  up'ftry  tread*       435 

Above,  below,  unwearied  fecks  the  knight. 

Yet  finds  not  what  alone  can  glad  his  fight. 

Nor  fees  Angelica,  nor  him  efpies 

Who  fnatch'd  her  beauties  from  his  longing  eyes* 

Here  various  champions,  kept  in  thraldonn,  dwell^ 
Ferrau,  Gradafib,  own  the  potent  fpell:  441 

This  Sacripant  and  Brandimart  detains, 
Hogero  here  with  Bradamant  remains; 
The  gentle  pair,  whom  magic*s  powerful  wile 
Allur'd  fb  late  to  this  enchanted  pile,  445 

When  both  their  lover's  feeming  danger  viewM* 
And  both  the  vifionary  foe  pixrfu'd. 

"   N  a  Here 
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Here  this  difcourteous  hoft  his  guefts  abus'cj. 

By  each  of  daring  wrongs  o>  thefts  accu3'd ; 

One  for  his  courier  ftol'n  indignant  burn'd,  450 

Another  for  his  ravilh'd  miftrefs  mourn'd. 

Friend  met  with  friend — but  here  they  met  in  vain, 

Since  like  deception  binds  the  fated  train. 

Not  one  (fo  ftrange  th*  ilhifion  of  the  place) 

While  here  detained  could  in  his  mind  retrace    45^5 

The  leaft  remembrance  of  another's  face. 

Here  night  and  day  the  ponderous  mail  they  wore,^ 

And  conftant  on  their  arm  the  buckler  bore: 

In  ftalls  at  hand  their  harnefs'd  couriers  ftood. 

By  plenteous  racks  furcharg'd  with  generous  food. 

This  new  device  (the  like  unfeen  before)  461 

By  old  Atlantes  of  Carena's  lore 
Was  fram'd,  to  keep  Rogero  fafe  from  war. 
Till  paft  the  influence  of  his  evil  ftar. 

Among  the  reft  that  to  this  caftle  came>  465 

Chance  thither  led  Albracca's  beauteous  *  dame. 
Who,  fcap'd  from  death  on  dire  Ebuda's  ftrand. 
Now  hop'd  once  more  to  view  her  native  land. 
Fair  India's  realms — and  gladly  would  flie  take 
King  Sacripant,  or  brave  Orlando  make  47.0 

♦  Angelica^ 

Guide 
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.Guide  of  her  way;  though  neither  knight  Ihe  priz'd. 
But  both  their  amorous  fuits  alike  delpis'd. 
Yet  bendbg  eaflward  her  adventtirous  courfe. 
By  towns  and  caftles  girt  with  hoftile  force. 
Some  guard  flie  wifh'd,  that  danger  could  defy; 
And  well  their  valour  might  her  want  fupply :       47$ 
Them  long  in  cities,  towns,  and  woods  Ihe  fought, 
Till  chance  at  length  the  wandering  virgin  brought,   . 
Where  Sacripant  and  where  Orlando  bound 
By  fated  Ipells,  where  join'd  with  thefe  Ihc  found  480 
Gradaflb  Hern,  Rogero,  4nd  Ferrau ; 
And  many  more  in  abjeft  ftate  Ihe  faw. 

The  gate  fhe  fearlefs  pafs'd,  to  none  reveal'd, 
JEven  from  Atlantes  by  her  ring  conceard* 
Orlando  here  and  Sacripant  Ihe  viewed,  485 

Who  through  the  dome  their  fruitlefs  fearch  purfu'd. 
She  knew  Adantes,  by  her  likenefs  feign'd, 
Orlando  and  king  Sacripant  detain'd 
With  covert  wiles ;  of  thefe  ihe  long  revolved 
The  doubtful  choice,  and  fcarcc  at  length  refolv'd. 
Full  well  ihe  knew  Orlando's  dauntleis  mi^t       491 
Could  beft  defend  her  in  the  day  of  fight ; 
Yet  knew  not  hqw  hereafter  to  difplace 
The  lover  thus  exalted  in  her  grace  | 

N  3  But 


i82  O   R   L   A   N   D   O.  Book  V, 

But  let  her  raife  Circaifia  to  the  flcies^  495 

Again  fubmilfiye  at  her  foot  he  lies^ 

Should  ihe  command;  and  hence  each  reafon  weigh'd 

tnclin'd  to  him  the  long  debating  maid  i 

Then  fudden,frbm  her  mouth  the  ring  ihe  took^ 

And>  lo  1  the  miflr  king  Sacripant  fbrfook :  500 

But  while  ihe  meant  from  Sacripant  to  draw 

The  obfcuring  veU,  Orlando  and  Ferrau 

She  near  him  view'd,  who  both  had  long  eiiplor'd 

The  magic  roof  for  her  their  foub  ^dor*d» 

Around  the  princefs  throng'd  th'  inpatient  three. 

No  more  deny'd  their  lov'd-one*s  charms  to  fee.    506 

No  longer  could  Atlantes*  l?afiicd  power 

Detain  the  champions  captive  in  bis  tower ; 

Who,  lighdy  leaping  on  their  ftceds,  withdrew. 

In  hafte  the  rofy  dannjiel  to  purfue,  5)0 

The  black-ey'd,  virgin,  bright  with  golden  hair. 

Who  fwift  to  flight  impcll'd  her  gentle  mare : 

When  thefe  fo  far  were  led,  flxe  fear'd  no  more 

Th'  enchanter's  arts  could  work  their  balefiil  power  i 

The  ring,  in  danger  ever  prov!d  her  ihield,     .      515 

The  fair  between  her  ruby  lips  conceal'4 1 

That  done,  ihe  vanifh'd  from  their  longing  fight. 

And  mute  with  wonder  left  each  gazing  knight. 

The 
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yht  wayward  fair  now  other  thoughts  piirfu'd. 
And  bodi  the  chie&  alike  ditiain&l  view'4  510 

Refolv'd  to  neithcr's  arm  that  aid  to  owe. 
Which,  in  their  ftead,  hct  ring  might  well-  beftowl 
Meantime  th^  lovers,  who  dehided  ik>od 
On  either  fide  amid  the  gloomy  wood. 
Alternate  gaz'd :  like  hounds  that  lofe  the  trace    525 
Of  hare  or  fox,  which  long  they  hekl  in  chace. 
Herfelf  inirifible,  the  Icomful  maid 
With  fecret  fmiies  their  baffled  pE^t  funrey'd. . 
One  only  path  amid  the  foreft  led. 
That  feem'd  to  point  the  way  by  which  flic  fled.   530 
Orl^do  ^nd  Ferrau  with  eager  fpeed 
The  fcarch  purfu'd,  and  Sacripant  his  fteed 
As  fwifdy  Ipurr'd,  while  left  be=hind, , the  dame 
Her  bridle  check'd,  artd  fofdy  pacing  Came. 

Bur,  branching  now  in  tangled  brakes,  was  loft  535 
The  wiirfing  way,  that  through  the  woodlmd  croft : 
Ferrau,  of  kings  the  proudeft  'midft  the  proud, 
Thus,  turning  towards  the  two,  exclaimed  aloixl  t 
Say— Whither  would  ye  go  ? — your  courfe  reftrain— 
Unlefs  you  breathlefs  mean  to  prefs  the  plain,        54^ 
Think  not  in  love  a  rival  will  I  view. 
Or  let  another  her  I  love  purfue. 

N  4  Then 
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Then. to  Circaflia*s  king  Orlando  (poke  ; 
Who  dares  .our  wrath  unpunifh'd  thus  provoke. 
Mull  deem  us,  fure,  a  vile  and  abjeft  pair,  545 

More  fit  the  diftaff  than  the  lance  to  bean 
Thou  wretch!  (indignant,  to  Fcrrau  he  laid) 
But  that  I  viewno  helm  defends  thy  head. 
This  arm  ihould  teach  thee  to  repent  the  wrong. 
And  curfe  th*  ungovern'd  licenfe.of  thy  tongue.     55a 

To  whom  the  Pagan — ^Lo !  I  ftand  prepared. 
Nor  think  my  head  defencclefs  I  regard : 
Though  here  without  a  helm,  I  truft  full  well 
This  hand  your  force  united  can  repel. 
Then  thus  Orlando  Sacripant  addrefs'd :  555 

Lend  him  awhile  your  helm  at  my  requcft. 
Till  with  this  weapon  I  chaftife  in  fight 
The  unequall'd  folly  of  yon  boafting  knight. 
Great  were  my  wcaknefs  then  (the  monarch  cry'd)  \ 
But  if  thou  feek'ft  to  have  his  wants  fupply'd,       560 
Thy  own  beftow — nor  deem  me  lefs  prepared 
Than  thee,  to  give  a  fool  his  juft  reward. 
Ferrau  rejoin'd — Infenfate  both !  for  know. 
Did  I  a  helmet  feek  to  meet  the  foe, 
Yourfelves  had  prov'd  my  prowefs  to  your  coft,    565 
And  each  had  now  his  cafque  in  qombat  loft. 

BarC' 
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Bare-headed  diius,  ahd  bound  by  folemn  vows. 

Learn,  ncycr  covering  mxift  furround  my  brows 

But  what  Orlando  wears— that  glorious  prize 

I  feek  to  gain — ^With  fmiles  the  earl  replies :        57a 

Wilt  thou,  iecure,  with  head  defencelefi,  dare 

Aflail  the  Paladin  in  equal  war. 

To  win  £rpm  him  fuch  honour  as  he  won 

In  Aipramont  from  Agolantes'  fon  ? 

To  w;hom  the  Spanifh  boafter  thus  reply*d :       575 
Full  oft  this  arm  Orlando's  force  has  try 'd ; 
When  I  at  pleafure,  not  his  helm  alone. 
But  all  his  armour  might  have  made  my  own ; 
Then  little  priz'd— though  now  I  feek  to  gain 
The  tempered  helpri,  and  truft  (hall  foon  obtain.     580 
His  patience  loft,  enrag'd  Orlando  cries : 
Thou  infidel !  artificer  of  lies ! 
When  was  the  time,  and  where  the  fatal  coafl: 
That  faw  thy  arms  o'er  mine  the  conqudft  boaft  ? 
Behold  that  champion  (litde  thought  fo  near)       585 
Behold  in  me  the  Paladin  is  here ! 
Nor  feek  I  any  vantage, — ^Thus  he  faid. 
And  fwift  the  cafque  unlacing  from  his  head. 
He  hung  it  on  a  tree  in  open  view. 
And  Durindana  from  die  fcabbard  drew.  590 

No 
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» 

No  lefe  Ferrau  was  fecii  his  fword  to  wield. 
While  o'er  his  head  he  raised  the  fencing  Ihield  f 
They  rein  their  fteeds,  they  ftrike,  they  ward  by  turm  i 
Their  fury  kindles  as  the  combat  burns. 
Where  beft  their  force  can  plate  or  joint  invade,    595 
They  fpeed  the  thruft,  or  whirl  the  beamy  b)ade«  . 
Not  all  the  world  a  fearlefs  knight  can  Ihow 
Like  each  of  thefe  to  meet  a  fearlefe  foe. 
For  courage  both,  for  prowefs  both  rcnown'd, 
And  both  alike  incapable  of  wound:  6oc> 

Thus  Icfs  for  need  to  avoid  impending  harms 
Than  pomp  of  Ihow,  they  went  arrayed  in  arms. 
There  flood  Angelica,  conceaFd  from  fight, 

V 

The  fingle  witnefi  of  fo  fierce  a  fight. 

For  Sacripant,  who  deem*d  the  royal  maid  (>o^ 

Not  ivc  remote  amid  the  fweft  ftray'd. 

Soon  as  Orlando  and  Ferrau  he  viewed 

Engaged  in  flxife,  her  iancy'd  courfe  purfuM. 

Angelica  awhile  in  equal  icales 
The  conflift  fees,  where  neither  fide  prevails  r       6  roi 
Then  in  a  iportive  mood  the  caique  Ihe  took. 
And  fbon  unfeen  the  combatants  fbrfook. 
Ferrau  firft  turning  to  Orbndo  faid, 
Lo !  how  our  late  companion  h»  bctray'd 

The 
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Th£  ^th  of  kn^hts!  What  prize  for  us  remains,  61$ 
When  he^  by  fi-aud,  the  vidor's  meed  obtains  ? 
Then  on  the  tree  Orlando  bent  his  view ; 
The  hekn  he  mifs'd^  and  fierce  his  anger  grew ; 
And  like  Ferrau  he  deeoi'd  that  this,  in  (com 
Of  either's  claims  Circaflia  thence  had  borne.        620 
The  earl  his  Brigliadoro  through  the  wood 
Impatient  urg*d  5  as  Iwift  Ferrau  purfu'd ; 
Till  different  tracks  of  horfes'  feet  they  found. 
Left  by  the  knight  and  dimfel  on  the  ground. 
Here  to  the  left  his  courfe  Orlando  bore,  615 

The  courfe  CircaSia's  king  had  held  before : 
Ferrau,  by  chance,  more  near  the  mountain  fkray'd. 
Through  late  wora  traces  of  the  flying  maid. 

Meantime  Ae  virgin  to  a  fountain  drew. 
Where  verdant  bowers,  with  leaves  o'erfhading,  grew  5 
Where  pilgrims,  Ihelter'd  from  the  fultry  beam,    631 
With  draughts  refreihing  from  the  limpid  flream 
AUay'd  their  thirft  ?  here,  fearlejis  of  forprife, 

Angelica  (who  m  her  ring  relies 
In  every  dai^r)  to  the  bank  defcends,    ,  635 

And  on  a  bough  the  glittering  helm  fuipends ; 
Then  fecks  a  place  where,  ty*d  at  eafe,  her  beaft 
M^t  crop  from  flowety  meads  the  verdant  feaft* 

Ferrau, 
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Ferrau>  who  clofe  purfti'd  the  flying  dame. 
By  varidus  windings  to  the  fountain  came>  64^ 

Not  unobfervM,  for  inftant  from  his  fight 
She  vanifh'd,  and  prepared  for  fpeedy  flight ; 
But  vainly  (trove  the  helmet  to  regain. 
That  rolled  to  dift:ance  bounded  on  the  plain. 
When  firft  the  Pagan  prince  with  raptur'd  eyes     645 
Beholds  Angelica — he  haftes,  he  flies 
To  meet  the  fair-one,  who  his  hope  deceives. 
As  fome  light  form  the  awaken'd  dreamer  leaves. 
He  feeks  her  round  in  covert,  ih^de,"  arid  bower. 
But  feeks  in  vain — ^blalpheming  every  power,       650 
,  With  Trevigant  and  Mahomet,  ador'd 
By  Pagan  votaries,  as  Gods  implor'd. 
And  every  name  his  feftrepeats  with  awe, 
The  priefts  and  teachers  of  his  impious  law. 

Now  near  the  fount  again  the  warrior  drew,      655 
And,  cafl:  on  :earth,  Orlando's  helmet  kne^. 
By  charafters  that  round  its  edge  ejcplain'd 
When,  and  from  whom,  the  precious  prize  was  gain'd : 
His  vow  complete,  he  fei^U  with  eager  hafte. 
And  on  his  head  the  long-wilh'd  helmet  plac'di   660 
Then,  having  fought  in  vain  the  damfel  lofl:. 
Returned,  defponding,  to  the  Spanilh  holt* 

Now, 
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Now,  faithful  mufe,  the  npble  deeds  record. 
The  fruidefs  fearch  of  Brava's  generous  lord  *• 
Another  helm  his  head-piece  loft  fupply'd,  665 

But  nor  the  temper,  nor  the  fted  he  try'd 
He  fought  alone  from,  every  prying  fight 
To  hide  the  features  of  Anglante's  knight. 

As.  ]?hoebus  from  the  fields  of  Ocean  drew 
His  fmooth-hair'd  couriers  wet  with  briny  dewi    670 
What  rime  the  moon  her  ruddy  beams  diiplay'd. 
And  ftars  yet  glimmer'd  through  the  lingering  ftiadcj 
Not  far  remote  from  Paris'  regal  town, 
Orlando  gain'd  new  laurels  of  renown. 
Two  bands  he  met ;  one  Manilardp  led,  675 

^A  Pagan  reverenc'd  for  his  hoary  head. 
Of  Norway  king ;  once  gallant  in  the  ficldi 
But  better  now  in  arts  of  council  fkill'd. 

■ 

To  lead  the  fecond,  with  his  ftandard  came 

The  king  of  Tremizen,  of  nriighty  fame  680 

In  Afric,  and  Alzirdo  was  his  name. 

When  now,  unchain'd  from  winter's  icy  cold. 
Within  their  beds  the  murmuring  currents  roll'd ; 
When  the  glad  meads  refum'd  their  vivid  green, 
And  btidding  leaves  to  deck  the  trees  were  feeni  685 

*Ori*anbo. 
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Then  gave  king  Agramant  his  wide  command^ 

To  mufter  all  hia  forces,  band  bjr  band : 

For  this  the  king  of  Tremizen  in  kd&ty 

And  kin^  of  Norway,  i/er  the  country  pafs'd. 

To  lead  their  fquadrbns,  where  the  army  drew      690 

To  pafs  before  their  chiefs  in  juft  review. 

When  now  Aliirdo  view'd  the  earl  from  far^, 
Whofe  limbs  and  mien  proclaim'd  the  god  of  war, 
|ie  deem'd  him  firft  of  every  martial  band. 
And  raflily  longed  to  meet  him  hand  to  hand.       6^$ 
Young  was  Akirdo,  and  of  lofty  pride. 
Of  daring  courage,  and  of  vigour  try'd. 
His  focial  ranks,  in  evil  hour,  he  left. 
And  ipurr'd  his  Heed,  of  better  fenfe  bereft,    . 
The  valiant  Ibe's  prevai&ng  force  to  feel,  700 

And  fink  tranipierc'd  by  great  Orlando's  fteel. 
The  courier  fiies  affirighted  o'er  the  plains. 
No  mafter  on  his  back  to  guide  the  reins. 
Now  roie  a  dreadftil  tumolt,  when  they  view'd 
The  youth  all  pale  and  Weltering  in  his  blood :      705 
Some  couched  then-  ^ears,  and  ibme  their  falchions 

drew. 
And  on  die  knight  with  headlong  fiiry  flew : 
While  fome  with  darts  and  arrows  galTd  from  far 
The  flower  of  champions  in  a  mifllve  war. 

A  thouland 
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Jk  choufand  darts,  and  ^^ears,  and  fwords  rebound  710 

Ftom  his  broad  {bk]d,  or  on  his  cuirafs  found. 

But  he«  who  ne'er  a  thought  of  fear  allow'd^ 

With  carelefs  eye  beheld  di*  ignoble  crowd* 

Thus^  leaping  o*er  the  fence  in  nightly  folds^ 

A  wolf  the  number  of  the  (beep  beholds.  715 

lAo  quilted  veft,  nor  fencii^  turbani  roll'd 

Around  tke  head  in  many  a  winding  fold, 

Nolr  plated  fludbd,  nor  tempor'd  caiqiie  defends. 

Where  Durmdana's  trenchant  edge  defcends« 

Loud  groans  and  cries  die  dying  ibldiers  yield,  ,  7  ao 

And  heads  and  arms  are  fcatter'd  o^er  the  field. 

Death  ftalks  amidfl  the  crimfon  ranks  of  fight. 

In  various  forms,  all  horrible  to  fight ; 

Yon  weapon  in  Orlando's  hand  (he  cries) 

With  my  fell  fcythc  in  copious  flaughter  vies !      7^^ 

Regardlefs  of  the  way,  with  fearful  fpeed 
This  plies  his  feet,  that  fpurs  his  rapid  fteed. 
Lo !  Virtue  bears  her  mirror  in  the  field. 
Which  every  Wemifli  of  the  foul  revcal'd :  ' 

None  look'd  therein,  except  a  hoary  fire;  730 

Age  fhrunk  his  nerves,  but  could  not  damp  his  fire. 
He  faw  'twas  nobler  far  in  fight  to  die. 

Than  with  difhonour  turn  his  back  to  fly. 

This  ^ 
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This  fage  was  Norway's  king,  who  grafp'd  his  laiicc;i 
And  fearlefs  met  the  matchlcfi  peer  of  France.      735 
Againft  the  Ihicld's  round  bols  the  weapon  broke; 
Unmov'd  the  Paladin  received  the  ftrokel 

As  Manilardo  pafs'd,  Orlando  aim'd 

His  deadly  falchion  that  like  lightning  flam'd  j 

But  Fortune  favoured  here  the  king  fo  well,  740 

The  blade  fell  flat,  yet  with  fuch  fury  fell. 

The  reverend  warrior  fenfelefs  lay  for  dead. 

And  fwooning  darkneis  o'er  his  eye-^balls  ipread. 

As  birds  afirighted  wing  their  airy  way. 

When  the  fierce  hawk  purfues  his  trembling  prey ; 

So  far'd  diefe  bands  before  the  Chriftian  knight^   746 

Some  maim'd,  fome  flain,  and  fbme  difpers'd  in  flight. 

Orlando  now,  tho'  well  the  land  he  knew. 
Uncertain  where  his  miftrels  to  purfue ; 
Through  plains  and  forefts  fought  the  beauteous  dame. 
Till  near  a  mountain's  craggy  fteep  he  came ;       751 
Thence,  from  a  cleft,  a  ftream  of  yellow  light 
l^ierc'd  the  dun  fhadows  of  furrounding  night. 
With  beating  heart,  the  chief  exploring  found 
A  Ipacious  cavern  hewn  widiin  the  ground,  755 

The  mouth  with  brambles  fenc'd ;  a  fafe  retreat 
For  thofe  that  fix'd  in  woods  their  ruftic  feat 

From 
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From  human  haunts  ! — the  taper's  ray  reveal'd 

With  glimmering  light  the  cave  by  day  conceal'd. 

iftrlando  firft  his  Brigliadoro  tied,  '      ^60 

And  clear'd  the  branches  that  accefs  dehy'd  j 

Then  in  the  tomb,  that  held  the  living,  went^ 

By  many  fteps,  a  narrow  deep  dcfcent. 

Large  was  the  cavey  but  fcarce  at  fiooh  of  day 

The  winding  molith  received  a  feeble  ray  j  765 

Yet  from  an  opening  to  the  right  appeared 

A  beam  of  funfhine  that  the  dwelling  chear'i 

Here,  feated  near  a  blazing  hearth,  he  found, 

A  tender  maid  with  blooming  beauty  crown'd^i 

Though  in  her  eyes  the  ftarting  tear  confefs'd        770 

Some  hidden  angiiifh  ranklirtg  in  her  breaft. 

With  her  an  aged  beldame  feem'd  to  jar 

(As  women  oft  are  wont)  in  wordy  war : 

But  when  Orlando  in  their  preferice  came^ 

Each  held  her  peace :  the  knight  to  either  dame     775 

Fair  greeting  g^ve,  as  one  whofe  noble  mind 

Was  ever  gentle  to  the  gentle  kind. 

'      'J 
With  wonder  fiU'd,  the  champion  fought  to  know 

What  favag^  wretch,  to  human  race  a  foe. 

Could  keepentomb'd  in  this  fequeftfer'd  place       780 

■The  fweet  attraftions  of  fuch  virgin  grace: 

V^t.  L  O  When 
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When  to  the  knight,  with  many  a  heavy  figh. 
She  made,  in  pleafing  accents,  this  repdy. 

Though,  courteous  knight,  my  mournful  tale  dif- 
clos'd. 
To  certain  punilhment  I  (land  expos 'd,  785 

Since  yonder  woman  will  my  words  relate 
To  him,  who  holds  me  in  this  captive  ,ftate ; 
Yet  let  it  come — what  can  I  from  his  hand 
More  grateful  than  the  ftroke  of  death  demand  ? 
Hear  firft,  that  Ilabella^s  name  I  own,  790 

Daughter  of  him  who  fills  Galicia*s  throne  : 
Once  was  I  his -r  but  now,  alas !  the  heir 
Of  defolation>  forrow,  and  delpair ! 
From  love  I  trace  the  caufe  of  all  my  fmart. 
From  love  that  fteals  the  virgin's  gentle  heart,      795 
Once  was  I  young  and  beauteous,  rich  and  bleft. 
Now  poor  and  low,  with  fortune's  frowns  depreft. 

Twelve  months  are  pad,  fince  in  Bayona's  land 
My  royal  fire  a  tournament  ordain'd. 
To  which,  invited  by  the  trump  of  fame,  800 

From  various  regions  various,  champions  came* 
But,  whether  love  mifled  my  partial  mind. 
Or  that  his  deeds  eclips'd  the  warrior  kind,. 
My  foul's  fond  praife  Zerbino  fingly  won,. 
To  Scodand's  king  the  dear,  the  only  fon :  805. 

I  lov'd 
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I  lov'd — ^yet  happy  feem'd  to  place  my  heart 
Upon  an  objed  of  fuch  high  defert; 
Not  lefs  lincere  than  mine  his  pa(tk>n  glow'd  j 
And  though  forbid  to  meet^  our  flames  we  voVd 
By  meflage  oft,  and  while  we  liv'd  disjoin'di  810 

We  felt  the  tendereft  union  of  the  mind. 

Zertino  now,  when  clos'd  the  £:)lemn  feaft^ 
To  Scotland's  realm  ^ain  his  courfe  addrefs'd; 
If  e'er  your  foul  the  hour  of  parting  knew, 
Refledt  what  forrow  muft  his  lofs  enfuc.  IB  1 5 

<I)ur  different  faiths  forbade  him  to  require 
My  hand  in  marriage  of  the  king  my  firei 
A  Pagan  I,  and  he  a  Chriftian  bred. 
With  open  rites  he  ne'er  *muft  hope  to  wed 
Galicia's  princels  \  hence  his  fearlefs  mind  82© 

To  bear  me  from  my  native  land  defign'd* 

Oft  in  a  garden,  deck'd  with  fummer^s  pride, 
Where  near  the  gay  parterres  a  cryftal  tide 
Meandering  roird,  upon  the  banks  I  floods 
And  view*d  afar  the  hills  and  furgy  flood;  825 

This  place  t'  effeft  his  bold  defign  he  chofe^ 
That  nothing  might  our  linion  more  oppofe : 
To  me  his  fecret  thoughts  he  firf!  dedar'd. 
Then,  well  equipped,  a  rapid  bark  prepared, 

O  2  By 
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By  Odorico  the  Bifcayan's  care,  830 

On  fea  and  land  a  mailer  of  die  war. 

Zerbino,  by  his  aged  fadier  fent. 

With  all  his  powers  in  aid  of  Gallia  went :  ' 

Himfelf  forbid  to  ftay,  he  left  behind 

This  Odorico,  for  the  charge  aifign'd,  S35 

« 

On  whom  he  deem'd  his  friendftiip  might  rely. 
If  benefits  conferr'd  could  fix  the  tie. 

Now,  in  my  garden,  on  th*  appointed'day. 
Till  night  I  ftay'd,  a  voluntary  prey : 
When  Odorico  near  the  city  drew,  84a 

And  up  the  river  with  his  chofen  few 
Advancing  filent,  fudden  leapt  on  fhore. 
And  me  in  triumph  to  his  galley  bore. 
Joyful  I  bade  my  native  foil  adieu. 
In  hopes  my  lov*d  Zerbino  foon  to  view.  845 

Scarce  had  our  fhip  the  cape  of  Mongia  paft. 
When,  rifing  from  the  left,  a  furious  blaft 
Drove  clouds  on  clouds,  made  mountain-fuigcs  rife. 
And  dafh  their  ipumy  foreheads  in  the  fkies : 

V 

We  find,  while  vainly  with  the  florm  we  flrivc,     850 
Our  fhip  againfl  the  rocks  of  Rochelle  drive: 
Swift  as  a  fhaft  before  the  wind  it  drove. 
And  none  could  fave>  but  he  who  rules  above. 

Struck 
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Struck  with  our  peril,  the  Bifcayan  try'd 
A  laft  refource,  too  oft  in  vain  apply'd :  g^  r 

With  him  he  bade  me  from  the  fliip  defcend. 
And  to  the  Ihallow  flciff  our  lives  commend. 
Two  more  defcended ;  and  a  numerous  band 
As  foon  had  followed,  but  widi  ifWord  in  hand 
Compelled,  alas !  thci^  entrance  we  deny'd,  860 

Our  cable  cut,  and  floated  on  the  tide. 
Till  fafe  we  landed  on  the  rocky  coaft  ,• 
But  with  the  veffel  wrecked  the  crew  were  lofl". 
Though  widi  the  finking  fhip  remained  behind 
My  vefts  and  jewels,  wealth  of  every  kind,  865 

Yet  bleft  with  hopes  to  find  my  prince  again. 
Unmoved  I  faw  them  (wallowed  by  the  main, 
.  Wild  was  the  land,  uncultivate  and  rude. 
Nor  track  of  feet,  nor  roofs  of  men  we  view'd ; 
Nought  but  a  mountain,  round  whofe  craggy  brow 
The  loud  winds  blew,  the  billows  roar 'd  below.    871 

Here  cruel  Love,  that  falfe  perfidious  boy. 
Prompt  to  deceive,  and  watchful  to  deftroy. 
With  fuit  dilhoneft,  by  his  froward  will,         '  ' 

■ 

My  joy  to  forrow  chang'd,  my  good  to  ill.  875 

That  friend,  in  whom  his  truft  Zerbino  plac'd, 
J-'roze  in  his  faith,  and  burnt  with  flames  unchafle. 

O  3  ^    The 
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The  traitor  now  a  fecret  plan  rcvolv'd, 

To  accomplifh  what  his  impious  foul  rdbly'd  : 

And  hence,  of  two  that  'fcapM  with  us  die  flood,   88q 

Would  one  difmifs,  a  youth  of  Scottifh  blood, 

Almonio  nam'd,  and  by  Zerbino  iov'd^ 

In  faith  unfuUy'd,  as  in  arms  approved : 

Him  Odoricb  bade  to  weigh  the  ftiame. 

Should  they  to  Rochefle's  walls  a  princely  dame    885 

On  foot  convey ;  and  hegg'd  him  hence  with  fpeed 

Frona  Rochelle  to  fopply  our  prefent  need. 

Almonio,  fearing  nought,  his  courfe  purfu'd. 

To  where,  concealed  from  view  beyond  the  wood^ 

Six  miles  remote^f  the  peopled  city  flood.         890 

One  friend  remained :  to  him  the  traitor  meant 

Without  difguife  t'  unveil  his  foul  intent : 

Corebo  of  Bilboa  was  his  name ; 

Whom  Odorico,  nothing  aw'd  by  fliamc. 

Would  tempt  to  break  his  faith ;  with  him  he  led  89^ 

His  early  life ;  widi  him  from  childhood  bred. 

Corebo,  great  of  foul,  and  nobly  born, 

Abhorr'd  the  deed,  and  with  indignant  fcorn 

Reproached  his  breach  of  faith,  and  firmly  ftroye 

By  every  means  t*  oppofe  his  impious  love.  90Q 

From  threat  to  threat  increafmg  paffion  grew 

In  eitlier  breaft,  till  each  his  weapon  drew : 

When, 
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When,  ftruck  with  terror  to  behold  the  fight, 
I  tum'd  me  to  the  woods  in  ^cedy  flight. 

Soon  Odorico,  long  to  battle  train'd,  905 

By  fkill  fuperior  fuch  advantage  gain'd. 
He  left  Corebo  on  the  ground  for^iead. 
And  foUow'd  me  who  thence  ib  Iwiftly  fled. 
When  prayers,  and  threats,  and  flatteries  nought  availed. 
With  open  force  my  honour  he  aflaird.  910 

In  vain  I  wept — implor'd — in  vain  I  prefs'd 
The  iacred  fiiendihip  to  his  lord  profefs'd  j 
Bade  him  reflcft  that  to  his  feith  fmcere 
Zerbino  trufted  all  he  held  moft  dear. 
Entreaties  loft,  and  every  hope  of  aid  -9^5 

Far,  far  remote,  to  fave  a  wretched  maid ; 
I  know  not  if  by  fortune  thither  led^ 
Or  by  my  voice  that  round  the  country  fpread 
Its  piercing  notes  -,  or  wont  to  fcour  the  ftrand 
When  veflfels  bulg'd,  and  ftrew'd  with  wrecks  the  fand ; 
But  from  the  fummit  of  the  hill  I  Ipy'd  9?  i 

A  crew  defcending  to  the  ocean's  fide : 
The  impure  Bifcayan,  feiz'd  with  guilty  fright, 
His  purpofe  left,  to  fave  himfclf  by  flight. 

Behold  me  by  this  band  in  happy  hour  ^%s 

Preferv'd^  my  lord,  from  that  falfe  traitor's  power ; 

0  4  Eight 
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Eight  months  elaps'd,  I  fee  the  ninth  arrive, 
Sihce  here  I  wretched  dwell  entomb'd  alive. 
All  hopes  of  my  Zerbino  now  muft  fail-r 
From  thefe  I  learn^  my  beauty  fet  to  fale,  930 

And  terms  agreed,  ^  merchant  will  receive. 
And  me,  unhappy,  to  the  Soldan  give- 
So  Ipoke  the  lovely  maid,  and  as  fhe  Ipoke, 
Sighs  following  fighs  her  angel  fpeeches  broke. 

Thus  they;  when  fudden  in  the  cave  appears     935 
A  crew  with  knotty  clubs,  with  ftaves  and  Ipears  i 
The  ill-favour'd  leader  of  the  brutal  crew 
His  fingle  eye  arqund  the  cayern  threw ; 
A  ftroke,  that  chanc'd  upon  his  face  to  light. 
Had  lopt  hi3  nofe  and  clos'd  one  eye  in  night.       940 
Soon  as  he  faw  the  chiefi  who  liftening  fate 
To  hear  the  virgin-fair  her  tale  relate. 
He  turn-d,  and  joyfiil  to  his  fellows  faid : 
Behpld  a  bird  for-  whorp  no  net  w^s  fprcad ! 
Then  to  the  eapl — For  me  in  luckier  hour  945 

No  ftranger  ever  reach'd  this  place  before : 
Thou  may'ft  have  heard  I  long  have  fought  in  vain 
Such  radiant  arms  and  veftjikjc  thine  to  gainj 
j(Vnd  gladly  I  behold  thee  thus  at  hg.nd, 
To  anfwcr  now  whate'er  my  wants  demand.         950 

Swift 
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Swift  ftarting  from  his  feat  with  noble  pride, 
Orlando  finiPd  fcvere,  and  thus  reply'd. 

Thcfe  arms  I  value  at  a  price  fo  high. 
Who  hopes  their  purchafe  nnuft  full  dearly  buy. 

Then  from  the  blazing  hearth  a  brand  he  took,  955 
AH  red  with  fire  and  hifling  from  the  frxioke. 
And  fudden  threw — ^above  th^  caitiff's  nofe. 
By  chance  it  ftrik^s  between  the  meeting  brows  5 
And  infrant  quenches  in  eternal  night 
His  only  wretched  minifter  of  light;  560 

And  fends  his  ghoft  to  Jbin  the  dreary  train 
By  Charon  doom'd  to  lakes  of  fiery  pain. 
A  table,  form'd  in  fquare,  of  ponderous  woocj. 
Of  fize  capacious,  in  the  caviernftoodj 
Which,  ill  fuftain'd  with  rude  unlhapen  feet>  965 

'J'he  thief  and  all  his  feUows  held  at  meat : 
Wondrous  to  tell !  this  weight  Orlando  threw. 
Where  throng'd  together  prefs'd  th'  ungodly  crew. 
The  Ihatter'd  limb,  cruih'd  head,  and  gory  breaft. 
The  crackling  bone  the  thundering  mafs  confefs'd. 
So  when  in  cluftering  knot  a  fnaky  brood,  971 

Reviving  joyfril  with  the  fpring  renew'd, 
Ba(k  in  the  Jun,  if  by  fome  peafant  thrown 
Aniidft  them  lights  a  huge  unwieldy  ftone. 

On 
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On  all  the  curling  heap  what  mifchief  flies !  575 

This  leaves  his  fever'd  tail  j  diat  mangled  dies : 
Another  crufh'd  and  bruis'd  attempts  with  pain 
To  drag  behind  his  finuous  length  of  train* 
Seven  pnly  Tcap'dj^  and  thefe  Orlando  drew 
Where  a  thick  tree  with  Spreading  branches  grew ;  980 
The  leaves  he  clears,  and  hangs  them  quivering  there 
A  living  prey  to  all  the  fowls  of  air.  ^ 

That  aged  beldame,  to  the  thieves  a  friend. 
Who  faw  their  ill-lpent  lives*  difaftrous  end. 
With  Ihrieks  and  outcries,  tearing  from  her  head  985 
The  hoary  hairs,  to  woods  and  defcrts  fled. 
Sad  Ifabella  now  Orlando  pra/d 
With  guardian  power  to  watch  a  helplefs  maid  -,    - 
And  vow'd  her  fteps  fliould  all  his  fteps  attend: 
The  noble  warrior,  like  a  tender  friend,  990 

Her  forrows  footh'd ;  and  when  Aurora,  dreft 
In  rofy  garland  and  in  purple  vefl:, 
Refum'd  her  wonted  track  through  morning  air^^ 
The  knight  departs  with  Ifabell^  fair. 


END    OF    THE    FIFTH    BOOK, 


T  H  15 


SIXTH      BOOK 


Q  F 


ORLANDO 


Yhe      ARQUMENT. 

Review  ofthe  Pagan  forces.  Mandricardo,  king  of  Tartary, 
hears  of  the  defeat  of  the  two  band$  by  Orlando,  and  goes 
in  (earcb  of  that  knight.  He  meets  with  Doralis,  daughter 
to  the  {Ling  of  (jranada,  and  carries  her  qff  by  force.  Agra* 
mant  prepares  for  a  general  aflault  of  ^arls  :  the  behaviour 
of  the  emperor  Charlemain  on  the  o^cafion.     God  com- 

.  maods  his  angel,  with  the  affiftance  pf  Silence,  to  condufb 
RInaldo  with  his  army  to  the  walls,  and  fends  Difcord 
amongft  the  Pagans.  The  houfe  of  Sleep,  The  aflault 
begun  :  gallant  defence  ofthe  beiiegVd :  the  exploits  of  Ro- 
domont,  who  having  leapt  the  wallsy  makes  a  dreadful 
fiaughter.  Rinaldo  cpmes  to^e  relief  f»f  the  Ch^iftians :  his 
fpeecb  to  his  army.  General  battle.  Afts  of  Rinaldo, 
Zerbino  and  Ferrau.  News  brought  to  Charles  ofthe  de- 
vacation  made  by  Rodomont  in  the  city  of  Paris^ 
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NOW  Spain  and  Afric's  monarchs,  to  provide 
Such  chiefs  as  beft  befit  their  troops  to  guide. 
From  where  they  long  maintain'd  their  winter's  poll. 
In  order  fummon'd  all  the  numerous  hoft. 

Before  the  reft  the  Catalans  appear,  5 

And  Doriphcebus*  waving  banners  rear  : 
Then  march  (no  more  by  Fulvirantes  led. 
Their  gallant  king  by  brave  Rinaldo  dead) 
Thofe  of  Navarre ;  the  Spaniih  king's  command 
Commits  them  now  to  Ifolero's  hand.  10 

Next  Balugantes  Leon's  people  leads : 
Grandonio  then  Algarbi's  troop  precedes, 
Marfilius'  brother :  Falfirones  arm'd 
The  lefs  Caftile  j  around  his  banner  fwarm'd   ' 

Thofe 
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Thofe  that  with  Madaraflb  Seville  leave,  i^ 

And  peopled  Malaga ;  from  Gades*  wave 

To  where  green  Cordova  her  paftures  Ihowsj 

And  Betis  o'er  his  flowery  border  flows. 

Then  Stordilano  and  Teflira  lead. 

With  Baricondo,  numbers  that  fucceed.  ao 

Galicians  came,  that/  Maricaldo  loft. 

On  Serpentino  fix'd  to  guide  their  hoft  i 

Then  thofe  A  Vila  and  Zamora  fend ; 

Beneath  one  leader  all  their  ranks  extend. 

The  Saragozan  troops,  and  houfchold  bands  2$ 

Of  king  Marfilius'  court  Perrau  commands. 

All  ftrongly  arnri'd,  and  well  in  combat  known : 

Here  Malgarino,  Balinverno  ihone. 

Here  Malzarifes  and  Morgantes,  led 

By  equal  fate  a  foreign  foil  to  tread ;  30 

Whom  each,  of  kingdom  and  of  wealth  bereav'd, 

Marfilius  in  his  regal  dome  received. 

Thefe  legions  marftiall'd,  next  in  fair  review 
The  chiefs  of  Agramant  their  forces  drew. 
Oran's  huge  king  appeared  upon  the  plain,  SS 

A  giant-leader  o'er  his  vaflal  train. 
The  following  fquadron  march'd  with  forrow  fill*d 
For  Martafm,  whom  Bradamant  had  kiird; 
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And  much  they  griev'd  that  ever  woman*s  breath 

Should  vaunt  the  king  of  Garamanta's  death,  40 

Arganio  rules  the  Libicanian  train. 

Who  wept  for  fable  Dudrinaffo  flain. 

With  eyes  caft  downward,  and  with  cloudy  hue, 

Brunello  brings  his  Tingitanian  crew : 

For  fince  beneath  the  near  o'erfhading  wood,  45 

Where  on  the  rock  Atlantes'  caftle  itood. 

He  loft  to  Bradamant  the  fatal  ring. 

He  liv'd  dilgrac'd  with  Afric's  potent  king ; 

And  had  not  Ifolero,  who  beheld 

Brunello  bound,  to  Agramant  reveal'd  to 

The  truth  at  full,  a  gibbet  had  receiv'd 

The  wretched  culprit,  and  of  life  bereav'd. 

The  king,  to  mercy  by  their  prayers  dilpos'd. 

Released  the  fatal  noofe  already  clos'd. 

O'er  Nafamoni's  Pulian's  hand  prefides,  55 

Amonia's^  train  king  Agricaltes  guides. 

No  nobler  banner  through  the  camp  was  fpread. 
Than  that  which  valiant  fage  Sobrino  led  j 
Through  all  the  hoft  could  few  with  him  compare. 
In  tents  to  counfel,  or  in  fields  to  dare.  60 

The  troops  by  Gualciotto  late  difplay'd. 
Now  Rodomont's  imperious  rule  obey'd  : 

Of 
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Of  horfe  and  foot  hp  led  united  powers^ 
New  rais'd  by  Agramant,  from  Afric's  fhores. 
But  three  days  fmce,  he  fafely  brought  to  land. 
From  mountain  billows,  his  afflided  band. 
What  time  the  fun  obfcur'd  his  glorious  light  6$ 

In  dreadful  tempefts  of  furrounding  night : 
No  bolder  Saracen  in  all  their  hoft. 
No  ftronger  Warrior  Afric's  camp  could  boaft;        70 
Nor  *midll  their  countlefs  legions  oould  they  fhow 
To  Chriftian  faith  a  more  inveterate  foe- 
Then  Prufio,  Alvarecchia's  king,  proceeds  t 
Zvmara's  fovereign,  Dardanello,  lead^ 
His  forces  next — fure  lucklefs  birds  of  night,  75 

Or  crows,  or  ravens  of  ill-omen'd  flight. 
To  thefe  from  mouldering  roof  or  lonely  bower 
Prefag'd  the  chance  of  fome  dilaftrous  hour ; 
For  Heaven  decrees,- to-morrow's  fetal  field 
Shall  fee  each  chief  his  life  in  battle  yield.  8o» 

The  iquadrons  pail,  in  numerous  order  train'd. 
Save  Tremizen  and  Norway  none  remained  i 
Of  thefe  no  martial  flandards  yet  appear^. 
Of  thefe  no  tidings  in  the  field  were  heard. 
When  Agramant  awhile  in  anxious  thought  85 

Had  weigh'd  their  abfencc,  to  his  fight  was  brought 

A  Iquire^ 


I 
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A  fquir^  who  (erving  late  (amidft  his  guard) 
The  king  of  Tremizen,  the  truth  declared  j 
That  Manilardo  and  Alzirdo  queU'd^ 
With  numbers  flatighter'd  prefs'd  the  fanguine  field*  90 
Scarce  have  I  icap'd  by  headlong  flight  (he  cry*d) » 
And  had  not  Fortune  turned  his  courfe  ^de. 
The  knight^  O  king!  whole  conquering  arm  alone 
O'erthrew  thefe  troops^  had  all  your  camp  o'erthrown. 
Few  days  had  paft,  fince  to  the  Tufkifh  hoft       95 
A  chanipion  came^  in  arms  his  country's  boafti 
Him  Agramant  with  honours  due  carefs|d> 
The  valiant  heir  of  Tartary  confeft. 
The  fon  of  Agrican^  of  ftory*d  fame. 
And  Mandricafdo  his  redoubted  name.  100 

His  deeds  had  through  the  world  diffused  his  praife : 
But  one  eclips'd  each  deed  of  former  days  i 
When  at  the  Syrian  fairy's  drear  abode^ 
The  feat  of  magic,  dauntlefs  might  he  Ihow'd, 
Amidfl  a  fcene,  whofe  wonders  but  to  hear,  105 

Would  ftrike  the  boldeft;  heart  with  chilling  fear; 
In  which  he  won  the  cuirafs,  which  of  yore 
In  fxeUs  of  battle  Trojan  Heftor  wore. 

This  chief  the  fquire's  unwelcome  tidings  heard. 
And,  fir'd  with  rage,  his  haughty  vifage  rear'd  j      no 
Voul.  P  He 
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He  bade  to  aflc  the  fquire,  what  veftments  o'er 
His  mailed  arms  the  dreaded  cbacnpbn  tore  j     . 
To  this  he  anfwer'd— Black  his  mournful  vcft. 
Black  was  his  fhield,  and  unadorned  his  creft. 

To  Mandricardo  late  a  beauteous  ftced  ii^ 

The  king  MarClius  gave,  of  generous  breed  j 
His  colour  bay,  Jbid:  black  his  feet  and  mane. 
His  dam  of  Friza,  and  his  fire  .of  Spain. 
This  ?v^andricarda,  Jheatk'd  in  fteel,  bcftrode. 
And  fpurr'd  impetuous  o*cr  the  fidd,  and  vow'd    1 20 
To  view  the  camp  bo  more,  till  he  behdd 
The  knight  unknown  ir  fable  arms  conceal'd. 

That  day  and  half  .the  oaext,  in  eager  thought. 
Enquiring  oft,. the  fable  knight  he  fought: 
When,lQ !  he  viewed  a  meadow,  crown'd  withihade,  1 2.5 
Where  a  deep  ftream  with  x:ircling  waters  ftray'd. 
To  guard  the  narrow  pafs,  a  numerous  band 
Of  hardy  warriors,  clad  in  armour.  Hand. 
The  Pagan rafks  what  chief  had  thither  fent 
So  ftrong  a  force,  and  what  the  concourfe  meant?  13^ 
To  him  their  leader  fcorn'd  not  to  reply, 
Mov'd  with  his  lordly  Ipeech;  whofe  prefence  hig^. 
And  arms  enriched  with  gold  and  gems,  proclaim 
Some  mighty  warrior,  not  unknown  to  fame. 

Sent 
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Sent  by  our  k)rd  (he  cry'd)  we  hither  brmg         .  i  j^ 

The  royal  daughter -of  Granada's  king; 

Whom  now,  tho'  fearcc  the  tidings  yet  have  lprea<^ 

He  gives  to  blcls  the  king  of  Sarza's  *  bed. 

We  to  her  fire  encamp'd  conduft  the  maid  s 

And  now  fhe  lies  repos'd  in  yonder  fhade*  140 

Then  Mandricardo — Doubtlels  fhe  is  fair> 
Fain  would  I  view  the  charge  that  clainis  your  care; 
Lead  me  to  her,  or  here  the  dame  convey^ 
For  hafte  forbids  me  longer  to  delay. 

What  madoefs  has  thy  better  thoughts  miikd  ? —  145 
Granada's  captain  faid— iior  further  faid: 
The  Tartar  plac'd  his  eager  ipcaf  in  reft. 
Which  farious  ruOi'd  againft  th4J  ipeak^r's  breaft: 
Before  the  ftroke  the  fliatter'd  quirals  flies. 
And,  ftretch'd  on  earth,  a  lifelefs  forfe  be  lies.       I5<> 
The  fon  of  Agrican  his  fpear  regain'd. 
Nor  other  weapcja  in  the  field  fuftain'd : 
No  fword  nor  mace  he  held:  that  fated  hour, 
When,  won  by  conqueft,  Heftor's  arms  he  bore. 
The  fword  he  mifs'd,  and  vow'd  that  never  blade  15^ 
Should  grace  his  fide  (nor  vain  the  vow  he  made) 
Save  Durindana,  by  AJmontes  borne, 
Orlando's  now,  and  once  by  Heftor  worn. 

•   RODOMONT. 

P  a  Great 
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Great  was  the  courage  of  the  Tartar  knight^ 

On  fuch  unequal  terms  to  wage  the  fight.  i6o 

This  drew  the  fword,  that  plac'd  the  lance  in  reft. 

And  round  him  clofc  the  furious  numbers  prcfs*d. 

In  heaps  they  fell — at  length  the  javelin  broke. 

The  broken  truncheon  in  his  gralp  he  took. 

As  Hebrew  Sampfon,  wielding  in  his  hand  165 

The  fatal  jaw,  o'erthrcw  the  hoftile  band 

Of  ftem  PHliftines — Ihiclds  and  helmets  fly; 

And  oft  at  once  the  horfe  and  horfcman  die. 

As  in  the  open  fields,  or  funny  meads. 

The  brittle  ftubble  and  the  Ipiky  reeds  170 

Refift  but  litde,  when  die  wary  hind 

•  •         •     • 

Kindles  the  flame,  to  which  the  northern  wind- 
Gives  double  force,  till  wide  around  it  preys. 
And  all  the  furrows  crackle  in  the  blaze: 
So  thefe  alike  in  vain  defence  engage  17^ 

With  haughty  Mandricardo^s  dreadful  rage. 

Soon  as  the  pafTage  freed  the  champion  view'd. 
Where  late  the  centry  to  defend  it  ftood. 
Amid  the  new-worn  path,  with  eager  tread. 
He  prefs'd  the  turf,  by  founds  of  forrow  led  1  So 

And  loud  laments,  to  judge  how  truly  Fame 
Had  rais'd  the  beauties  of  Granada's  dame. 

Where 
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Where  the  ftream  winding  gave  the  Pagan  way 

He  pais'd^  while  round  him  flaughter'd  warriors  lay  ^ 

Till  'midil  the  mead  hb  matchlefs  prize  he  founds  185 

The  gentle  Doralis,  with  beauty  crowned  i 

So  was  Ihe  nam'd-^beneath  its  ancient  Ihadc 

An  oak's  rough  trunk  fuftain'd  the  trembling  maid. 

Her  tears,  like  iprings  that  unexhaufted  flow, 

Fell  trickling  down,  and  ftain*d  her  bread  of  fnow  -,  1 90 

And  on  her  features  plain  reveal'd  appeared, 

She  wept  for  others,  for  herfclf  ihe  fear'd. 

Her  fears  redoubled,  when  the  knight  Ihc  vjew'd 

With  viiage  ftem,  and  arms  with  blood  bedcw'd. 

Blood  of  her  friends:  her  wailings  rent  the  fky  j     1$^ 

Her  fad  attendants  join'd  the  piercing  cry; 

Sage  matrons,  iquires,  and  dames  (a  chofen  band) 

The  bell  and  faireft  of  Granada's  landr 

Soon  as  the  Tartar  prince  that  face  beheld, 
Whofe  charms  the  brighieft  charms  of  Spaiii  exceU'di 
That  even  in  grief  can  fpread  the  flame  of  Love  j  201 
(How  muft  Ihe  then  in  joy  each  bofom  move!) 
He  conquers  bwt  to  yield ;  enrapt  he  ftands 
A  willing  priibner  in  his  captive's  hands. 
Then  on  a  milk-white  fteed  without  delay  %o^ 

He  feats  the  damfcl,  to  purfue  hi$  way ; 

P3  But 
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But  firft,  in  gentle  words,  he  bids  adieu 
To  dames,  to  fquires,  and  all  the  weepiftg  crew. 
Henceforth  in  me  will  be  her  guard  (he  cries); 
I  fhall,  her  fquire,  her  lord,  her  mate,  fuffice  aio 

At  every  need— my  friends,  farewel '/—They  hear. 
And  helplefs  part  with  many  a  figh  and  tear. 
What  grief,  what  jingiiifh  (to  themfelves  they  faid) 
Will  pierce  her  father*s  foul !  What  thoughts  invade 
Her  confort's  breaft !  What  vengeance  fhall  affuage  2 1 5 
His  cruel  pangs,  and  fate  his  dreadful  rage ! 
O !  were  he  here,  to  fave  from  foul  difgracc 
Th'  illuftrious  blood  of  Stordilano^s  race  \ 

The  Tartar,  happy  in  his  prize  obtain'd, 
A  prize  by  fortune  and  by  valour  gained,  220 

Now  gendy  foothes  his  fair-one*s  grief  and  fears, 
Whofe  cheeks  and  lovely  eyes  are  wet  with  tears ; 
Vows  for  her  fake,  he  left  his  realm  and  crown, 
Whofe  rule  extends  to  lands  of  far  renown. 
Not  to  contemplate  France  or  Spain  (he  cries)       225 
But  the  foft  beauties  of  her  beaming  eyes. 
If  love  unfeign'd  may  ever  hope  to  prove 
The  virgin's  fmiles — I  merit  then  your  love  '^ 
If  high  defcent — who  nobler  can  alpire? 
I  boaft,  the  mighty  Agrican  my  fire  ^  230 

If 
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» 

If  wealth  or  power-— wkat  name  exceeds  my  own  ?  Z 
In  empire  J  fiAmit  voGqd  alone  :      *  • 

If  valour— rweli  my  deeds  to«*dEiy  declare,   - 
My  valour  pieadff.my  tide to^  the  6ir. 

Thefe  woitJs,  andmany  more  which  love  had' taught, 
lb  Doralis,  wiiJi  &k  perfuafioa^  wrought       .         aj  6 
A  gemle  clksuigey  tHl  faon  her  liilehing  ear 
Conients  with  kfs  confiraint  his  fuit  to  hear : 
Nor  on  his  face  fometimes.  flie  fhames  to  bend 
Her  languid  eyes,  where  pity  feems  to  blend      .    140 
With  young  deficc :  The  Pagan  hence,  whofe  heart 
Had  oft  con&fs'd.  the  painful,  pleaJGng  ihiart, 
Drew  certain  omens  that  die  beauteous  dame 
Would  not  for  ever  fcorn  his^  amorous  flame. 

Thus  journeying  on,  in  thought  elate  and  gay,.  245 
With  Doralis,.  companion  o{  his  way. 
The  hour  advanc'd,^  when  friendly  night  prepares 
Its  balmy  reft  to  banifli  mortal  cares : 
Now  half  concealed  the  finking  fun.  he  views. 
And  with  redoubled  hafte  his  courfe  purfues,         250 
Tin  diftant  founds  of  ruftic  pipes  he  hears. 
And  curling  fmoke  from  village  roofs  appears : 
There  harmlefs  fhepherds  hold  their  hu^ible  featj 
No  fumptuous  dwelling,  but  a  calm  .retreat^ 

P4  The 
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The  maftcr  of  the  herds  with  fimple  grace  155 

^V'elcom'd  the  knight  and  danpifel  to  die  place } 
Who  pleas'd  his  welcome  heard :  for  not  alone 
In  towns  and  courts  are  courteous  manners  known  $ 
Full  oft  in  wilds,  beneath  the  lonely  flicd 
Of  Nature's  fons,  are  focial  virtues  bred.  afife 

In  peaceful  fhade.  the  knight  and  damfel  lay ; 
And  when  with  morn  they  took  their  early  way, 
F^ir  D  oralis  her  grateful  thanks  expreis'd 
To  him,  whofc  roof  received  her  for  his  gueft. 

Now  heard  king  Agramant  that  England's  powers 
Had  paft  the  narrow  fe^s  from  Britain's  fhores :     %SS 

Marfilius,  Garbo'^s  ancient  king,  and  all 

I 

The  Pagan  leaders,  at  the  herald's  call 

In  counpil  meetj  and  with  one  voice  unite, 

Againft  the  wallsi  to  bend  their  ftrongeft  might :    270 

Above  the  reft  t.he  king  unwcary^d  goes. 

The  firft  and  fccond  fquadron  to  di^ofe : 

Himfclf  rcfolves  with  thefe  th'  affault  to  make, 

■ 

And  every  toil  and  danger  to  partake. 

Ere  yet  th'  affauk  began,  the  Chriftian  lord        275 
In  Paris'  walls  with  holy  rites  implor'd 
Th'  offended  powers  i  and  rang'd  in  meet  array 
The  prief^  2^nd  brethren,  fable,  white,  and  grey, 

Swg 
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Sung  fervent  hymns;  while  thofe  repentant  bands^ 

By  pure  confeffion  fhatch'd  from  Stygian  handsj    aSo 

Jn  bleft  comihunion  join'd  the  dear  repafl^ 

As  if  th*  cnfuing  morn  were  doom*d  their  laft. 

Th'  Imperial  chief^  on  pious  afts  intent. 

By  peers  and  fenators  furrounded,  went. 

By  knights  and  princes,  to  the  loftieft  fane,  ^85 

Himfelf  th*  example  to  his  fubjefl  train ; 

There,  with  clafp'd  hands,  and  eyes  to  Heaven  ad- 

drcft. 
He  pray 'd — O  God !  though  fins  pollute  my  breaft^ 
Yet  let  not  thefe  for  prefent  vengeance  call,     ' 
JLrcft,  through  my  guilt,  thy  faithful  people  falL     29Q 
If 'tis  decreed  that  thy  Almighty  hand 
Muft  deal  thofe  fufferings  which  our  crimes  demand. 
At  leaft  aw<hUe  thy  righteous  ire  forego. 
Nor  let  thine  enemies  inflidt  the  blow, 
Should  thefe  fubdue  us,  while  we  boafl:  the  grace  295 
Of  Chriftian  faith,  efteem'd  thy  favour'd  race. 
The  Heathen  wgrld  that  power  may  ufelefs  call 
Which  lets  its  votaries  unaided  fall : 
Sq  Babel's  laws  o'er  all  iiiankind  ihall  ipread. 
And  pure  Religion  hide  her  facred  head.  300 

Preferve  the  chiefs  that  oft  have  ftood  prepar'd 
Thy  blamelefs  paftors  and  thy  Church  to  guard. 

Too 
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Toa  well  we  feci,  when  wc  fcr  mercy  pray, 

Againft  our  feulfs  ho>r  B^  our  merits  weigh : 

But  let  thy  grace  our  deep  confirition  wake,  305 

*Our  fwk  will  fboo  a  fecDod  nature  take : 

Nor  can  we  docifat  thy  &yiiig  hdp  ta  find. 

Thy  help  ib  oft  beftow'd  on  loft  roankind* 

So  ipoke  die  prince  dievouty  smd  noeckly  poar'ct 
His  fervid  vows  to  Heavenf&  eternal  Lord«  jio 

The  guardian  Angel  ipreads  his  haUow'd  wings^ 
And  to  his  Saviour^s  ear  the  offering  brings, 
Unminiber'd  irows  that  inftant  thus  prefcrr 'd 
^y  thofe  Weft  fpirits.  Heaven's  Eternal  heard: 
At  this  the  Ibuls  in  endfefe  blifi  above,  ji ^ 

With  features  blending  pity,  peace,  and*  feve. 
All  turned  to  HIM,  the  fource  of  endlefs  grace. 
With  one  requeft  to  fave  the  GhriftiaR»  race. 
The  Goodnels  Infinite,  whofe  ear  to  g^m 
The  upright  heart  has  never  pray'd  in  vain,  3  20 

Caft  round  his  pitying  eye,  and  with  his  hand 
Caird  faithful  Michael  from  th'  Angelic  band ; 
Then  thus  he  Ipoke — Go!  feek  the  Chriftian  power 
With  friendly  veSels  brought  from  EngfeiKi*s  fhorci 
Lead  thefe  to  Paris  from  the  dift^nt  coaft,  3  25 

Unheard,  unnotic'd,  by  the  Pagan  hoft, 

.'  '  *  ■ 

Fin(J 
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Find  Silence  iirft — command  him  to  prcpajc 
Whate'cr  befits  with  thee  the  talk  to  fhare-^ 
Such  is  my  will:— then  feck  a  different  road. 
Where  in  her  cavern  Difcord  makes  abode :  3  30 

Bid  her  with  Ipeed  her  fteel  and  fewel  take^ 
And  in  the  Moorifii  camp  new  flames  awake  1 
Amongft  the  chiefs  for  mightieft  prowefs  known,. 
Let  every  feed  of  wild  debate  be  fpwn  J 
Let  war  inteftine,  mutual  deatfh  fucceed,  235 

Let  fome  be  captives,  fome  in  combat  bleed. 
And  fome,  in  rage,  felf-exii'd  from  the  hoft. 
Their  fovereign  leave'to  mourn  his  champions  loft 

He  faid :  The  bleffed  Angel  nought  replies. 
But  fwift  t*  obey  his  heavenly  Maker  flics :  34a 

Where'er  his  courfe  the  radiant  envoy  fleers. 
The  clouds  dilperfe,  the  troubled  ether  clears  j 
And  round  him  plays  a  circling  Maze  of  light. 
Such  as  when  meteors  ftream  through  dufky, night 

While  ftill  he  ponders  in  his  zealous  mind         J45 
WKere  beft  this  enemy  of  fpcech  to  find  -, 
At  length  he  deems  that  Silence  fure  may  dwell 
"W^ith  monks  and  abbots  in  the  cloifter'd  cell. 
The  churches  hallowed  wall: :  where  never  ear 

ight  other  found  thai  chanted  pfalters  hear:        356 

To 
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To  meet  him  there  he  certain  hope  affumcs. 

And  moves  with  fpeed  increased  his  golden  plumes. 

No  Silence  there  he  founds  he  view'd  alone 

His  name  enroU'd^  himfelf  no  longer  known ; 

Nor  Peace,  nor  Charity  was  there  to  fee,  355 

Nor  Love,  nor  Faith,  nor  meek  Humility  $ 

For  thefe.  Wrath,  Av'rice,  Gluttony,  and  Pride, 

Sloth,  Cruelty,  and  Envy  there  refide. 

The  Angel,  wondering  at  a  fight  fo  new. 

Saw  Plfcord  foon  amidft  the  brutal  crew,  360 

Her,  in  whofe  fearch  he  me^t,  at  Heaven's  command, 

T'  explore  Avemus'  ever  mournful  ftrand. 

He  knew  her  by  the  vefture's  hundred  dyes, 

Of  lifts  unnumber'd  of  unequal  fize  ^ 

Which  rent  in  (hreds,  but  ill  thofe  limbs  conccal'd    365 

By  every  ftep  or  breath  of  wind  reveal'd. 

Her  uncomb'd  hairs  fcem'd  conftant  ftrife  to  hold. 

Of  various  hues,  black,  filver,  brown  and  goldt 

Some  hung  in  ringlets,  feme  in  knots  were  tY*d  1 

Her  bofom  fome,  and  fome  her  Ihoulders  hide :     370 

Her  hands  and  lap  a  countlefs  medley  bore 

Of  writs,  citations  (an  cxhauftlefs  ftore !) 

Oppreflion's  various  forms,  that  make  the  poor 

In  cities  nevet*  find  their  ftate  fccure^ 

Before^ 
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Before,  behind,  on  cither  fide  her  Hand  37  J 

Attornies,  notaries, — a  brawling  band! 

Her  Michael  call'd,  and  bade  her  inllant  go 
To  fpread  diflention  midft  the  Pagan  foe. 
Then  alk'd  for  Silence :  Difcord  thus  replies. 
That  Silence  never  yet  has  met  my  eyes :  jf  © 

Though  oft  his  name  &om  many  have  I  heard. 
Oft  heard  his  praife  for  craft  and  guile  preferr^^d ; 
But  Fraud,  fometime  the  partner  of  his  way. 
Our  comrade  here,  can  beft  his  haunts  betray— 
Lo !  where  (he  ftands — She  faid,  and  pointing  fliow'd 
Where  Fraud  appeared  amidft  the  motley  crowd.  38 tf 
Her  garb  was  decent,  lovely  was  h^r  fece. 
Her  eyes  were  baftiful,  fober  was  her  pace  j 
With  fpeech,  whofe  charms  might  every  heart  aflail, 
like  his  who  gave'  the  bleft  falute  of — hail !  390 

But  all  deform'd  and  brutal  was  the  reft. 
Which  clofe  flie  cover'd  with  her  ample  veft. 
Beneath  whofe  folds,  prepared  for  bloody  ftrifo. 
Her  hand  for  ever  grafp'd  a  poifon'd  knife. 

Of  her  the  Angel  aflc'd :  and  Fraud  reply'd  :^     395 
Silence  was  wont  with  Virtue  to  refide. 
With  Benedid  and  old  Elias'  train. 
In  convents  where  religion  firft  began : 

Much 
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Much  time  he  chofe  in  learned  fd^ools  to  pais. 
With  Architas  and  wife  Pythagoras.  409 

But  when  thofe  laints  and  fages  were  no  more. 
That  kept  hinj  true  to  Wifdom's  righteous  lore. 
His  godly  cuftpms  learnt  he  foon  forfook, 
Atjd  to  new  paths  his  wandering  feet  betook. 
Fond  lovers  firfl:  At  midnight  hour  he  pair'd  5         40^ 
Then,  mix'd  wjth  thieves,  in  all  their  counfels  fhar'd.    . 
With  TreaftMi  oft  he  dwells,  and  him  I  view'd 
Late  join'd  with  Murder  ftain'd  in  human  blood. 
With  Coiners  has  he  oft  been  known  to  dwell 
Remote  from  tov/ns,.  in  fome  iequefter'd  cell.         410 
So  much  he  fliifts  his  partners  and  his  place, 
'Tis  hard  €  affirm  where  bed  his  fteps  to  trace: 
Yet  have  I  hope  to  guide  your  courfe  aright : 
Go — feek,  when  Ihade  proclaims  the  middle  night, 
Th«  houfe  of  Sleep,  there  may'ft  thou  Silence  fyxd. 
Where  oft  h^  refts  remote  from  human  kind.        416 

A  pleajQng  vale  beneath  Arabia's  (kies. 
From  peopled  towns  and  cities  ^diftant. lies  :- 
Two  lofty  mountains  hide  the  depth  below,  - 
Where  ancient  firs  and  fturdy  Ijeeches  grow.  420 

The  fun  around  reveals  his  cheering  day, 
But  the  thick  grove  adrnits  no  ftra^ling  ray 

To 
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To  pierce  the  boMgb$ :  imo3€irs'd  in  ^i^t  Ihadcs, 

A  ^acious  cave  the  dvSkf  rock  pervades^ 

The  creeping  ivy  on  die  from  is  fceni  42.  S- 

And  o*er  the  eotia&ce  winds  her  curling  green^ 

Here  drowfy  Sle^  has  fix'd  his  noiie}eis  throne. 

Here  Indolence  peclkies  widi  limbs  overgrown 

Through  flw^fc  cafe;  and  Sloth,  whofe  trembjing  feet 

Refiife  their  aid,  aod  link  beneath  her  weight*      430 

Before  the  poitai  dull  Oblivion  goes. 

He  fuffers  none  to  pafs,  ^  none  he  knows. 

Silence  maintains  the  watch,  and  walks  the  r^ind 

In  (hoes  of  felt^  with  fabk  garments  bound ; 

And  oft  as  any  diidier  bend  their  pace,  435 

He  waves  his  hand,  and  warns  them  from  the  place. 

The  Angel  comes  and  whilpers  in  his  ear : 
Heaven  bicj^  ^rfiee  now  (and  Heavcn*s  high  mandate 

hear!) 
Condu6t  Rinaldo,  with  his.  Ibcial  powers. 
In  aid  of  Charles,  to  Paris*  l<rfiy  towens  j  440 

Xhat  ere  loud  rumour  fliall  their  iparch  difclole, 
Xfaeir  force  may  j^hunder  on  the  P^g^n  fees. 
No  anfwer  Silence  ^ve,  but  bow'd  his  head 

In  fignal  of  the  heavenly  chaige  obey'd. 

Together  now  they  jake  their  Ipeedy  flight,  445  - 

And  foon  in  frujicfyj  Picardy  alight. 

There 
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There  Michael  urges  on  each  fearlefe  band, 
(Wondrous  to  tell !)  fo  fwift  from  land  to  landj 
Ere  day  declin*d,<  to  Paris'  walk  he  brought 
The  nuoirrous  troops,  yet  not  a  human  thought  450 
Perceiv'd  that  Heaven  the  miracle  had  wrought* 

No  Icfk  attentive.  Silence,  to'purfue 
Th*  important  charge^  aitound  the  legions  threVr 
A  darkened  veil  to  mtercept  the  fights 
Though  all  the  forces  march'd  in  open  light,         455 
While  the  thick  cloud  forbade  each  Pagan  ear 
The*fhrill-mouth*d  tri|mp  cfr  deep-ton'd  horn  to  hear^ . 

What  countlefs  myriads,  ranged  in  deep  array. 
That  hour  C9mbin*d  againft  the  Chriftian  fway  f 
Who  thcfe  can  tell,  may  tell  the  plants  that  grow  46^ 
On  fcijtile  Apenftine's  o'er-fliading  brow; 
May  number,  where  the  fiirgy  ocean  laves 
Old  Atjas'  feet,  the  Mauritanian  waves  i 
Or  count  the  ftars,  when  Heaven  with  all  its  eyes^ 
'  A.t  njidnight  Jiour  the  lover's  theft  defcries.  465 

Frequent  and  deep  the  hallow'd  bells  around 
With  dreadful  echo  give  their  warning  found. 
In  every. temple  many  a  hand  they  rear,    . 
And  breathe  through  many  a  lip  the  fervent  prayer. 
Could  bleft  immortals  with  defiring  eyes  470 

Behold  that  wealth  which  men  fo  highly  prize. 

Each 
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Each  faint  might  hope  in  future  to  behold 
fe[is  votive  ftatue  franri'd  df  pureft  gold. 
The  white-hair'd  fire  deplores  his  wretched  ftate^ 
Referv'd  to  drain  the  bittereft  dregs  of  fatfe;  47^ 

JHe  calls  his  lov'd  forefathers  doubly  bleftj 
Long  clos'd  in  earth  and  laid  for  yfears  at  reft ; 
While  thofti  whofe  yoitnger  breistfts  no  fears  appall^ 
Advance  on  every  fide  to  guard  the  wall : 
There  barons^  paladins^  and  earls,  and  knights,      480 
Kings,  dukes,  and  lords,  .ivith  all  whom  fkmc  iticitesi 
Soldiers  from  farj  or  natives  of  the'  land> 
To  die  for  Christ  in  arms  undaunted  ftand. 
All  ardent  urge  the  king  feach  bridge  to  loweri 
And  On  tie  Saracens  thfcir  fury  pouri  485 

With  joy  h?  lees  the  warriots^-  noble  fires^ . 
But  prudence  checks  what  patriot  zeal  inlpirest 
Meantime  he  bids  in  various  parts  difpbfe 
^Theu-  generous  ranks  againft  th^  invading  foes^ 
Where  ftrong  the  wall,  lefe  thick  the  troops  afcendi 
But  lines  on  lines  eaich  weaker  pafs  defend;  49! 

Some  watch  the  huge  machines  j  ^nd  fbm^  prepare 
With  fulphuro\is  flame;  to  meet  thcj.ftorm  of  war. 
While  wary  Charles  in  no  fik'd  pla^e  ^bides^ 
But  through  tHe  town  for  every  chance  provides.  495 
-  Vol.  I.  CL  Now 
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Now  fierce  in  arms  Marfiliiis  prefs'd  the  plain 
With  all  his  fquadron  drawn  from  diftant  Spain. 
There  Serpcntino  and  Ferrau  were  found, 
Grandonio,  Ilblcro,  names  renowned. 
There  Balugantes  Ihone  with  equal  might,  500 

And  Falfirones,  well  approved  in  fight : 
There,  on  the  left,  befide  the  winding  flood 
Of  filver  Seine,  Sobrino,  Pulian  ftood. 
With  Dardinello,  brave  Almontes"  fon, 
Oran's  huge  king,  for  giant  ftature  known :  505 

There  Sarza^s  king,  impatient  to  engage, 
Blaipherrles  aloud,  nor  curbs  his  impious  rage* 

As  e^er  flies  in  buzzing  legions  play,  - 
•  Midft:  the  warm  funfhine  of  a  fummer's  day,. 
Where  rural  veflels  have  allur'd  their  tafte,  510 

Or  the  fwcet  relicks  of  the  late  repafl: : 
As  round  the  ripening  grapes  of  purple  dye. 
The  plumy  race  in  bufy  clufl:ers  fly : 
So  to  the  fierce  aflault  the  Moors  repair, 
While  Ihouts  andl)arbarous  clamours  rend  the  air.  515 
The  wary  Chriftians  from  then-  rampart's  he^ht. 
With  javelins,  darts,  and  fwords,  maintain  the  fight. 
With  ftones  and  mingled  fire  i  unmov'd  they  (land. 
And  dare  the  fiury  of  the  Pagan  band :. 

And 


/ 
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And  oft  as  this,  rio"w  that,  ill-fated  blccdsj  5  ao 

Another  fearlels  to  his  place  fucceeds. 

•  » 

feack  to  the  foflfe  the  Saracens  withdrew^ 

So  thick  the  weapons  of  the  faithful  flew. 

High  on  his  bfanhcr,  that  with  crimfon  glow^j 

The  Sarzan  Rodomont  a  lion  fliow'd^  525 

*  I 

Whofe  favage  nnoiith  dilHain'd  not  to  receire 
The  curb  a  courtly  damfel  feem^d  to  give : 
The  beaft  beipeaks  the  knight ;  the  beauteous  dame 
Whofe  gentle  hands  Ac  lordly  lion  tame^ 
Befpeaks  flie  charms  of  Stordilano*s  heir^  530 

Granada^s  princefs,  Doralis  the  fair  5 
For  whom  he  wrought  fuch  deeds  of  endlefs  fariie ; 
Nor  knew  her  yielded  to  a  ftranger's  flame; 
At  once  a  thoufand  ladders  rais'd  in  air; 
With  crowded  fteps  the  Iwarming  foldiers  bear :     535 
A  itecond  ilrges  him  who  forertioft  leacis 
^he  during  v^ay^  atid  him  a  third  fucceeds.- 
Through  cotirage  fome^  arid  fonie  attack  tiirotigh  fear  j 
Thoiigh  g^rt  with  dangers^  noiit  mdl|b;^ble  htt€  j    ^ 
Pot  Rodiomoht  overlooks  the  dreadful  tnfy  ^40 

And  wounds  or  kilh  Who  ddres  defert  the  dky< 
The  king  of  Alters  fcorYis  his  arms  ta  wield, ' 
5ut  where  dirftiperii  frowns  upoii  Ae  field : 

0.2  In 
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in  that  dread  hour>  when  others  to  the  Ikies 
fireathe  fervent  vows,  he  God's  high  power  defies*  545 
To  fence  his  breaft  a  ferpent's  jointed  fcale 
Supply'd  the  corflct  tough  and  plated  mail  j 
Thefe  arms  his  grandfire  wore,  whofe  impious  might 
Would  Heaven  invade  with  Babel's  towery  height ; 
Who  fought  to  drive  di'  Almighty  from  his  throne,  55^ 
And  make  the  empire  of  the  ftars  his  own^ 

Stern  Rodomont  a  fecond  Nimrod  ftood. 
Like  him  unconquerable,  fierce,  and  proud : 
He  little  heeds  what  guards  the  paffes  keep, 
IH0W  ftrong  the  bulwarks,  or  the  foffc  how  deep;  55^ 
Headlong  he  plunges  in — he  wades— he  flies — 
Abote  his  breaft  the  troubled  waters  rife : 
All  drench'd  and  grim  with  oom  he  makes  his  way. 
While  round  him  arrows,  flames,  and  engmes  play 
tti  rattling  ftorms — ^As  through  the  fedgy  moor^   ^60 
Where  Ipreads  our  Malean  plain,  the  woodland  boar 
Lifts  his  ftrong  cheft,  around  his  tufks  be  throws, 
Aiid  i>reaks  through  all  that  would  his  courfe'oppofe  3 
So  the  fierce  Pagan  lifts  his  fiiield  oivhigh, 
Awlicoms  &^owering  walls,  and  threats  the  fky.  565 

Now  from  mc  foffe  ftern  Rodomont  attains 
The  firnier  land^  an4  liow  the  futnmit  gains> 

Whe 
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Where  the  broad  ramparts  form  a  platform  wide. 

To  range  the  Chriftian  files  on  cither  fide ; 

Where  many  a  foldier,  many  a  knight  and  lord    J70 

Fe^l  the  dire  edge  of  his  refiftlefs  fword. 

JHeads,  arms,  are  lopt — while  from  the  lofty  towers 

Dqwn  tlje  fteep  fbjHe  the  fanguine  torrent  pours. 

His  buckler  caft  behind,  he  gralp'd  his  ftecl 

With  either  hand^  and  on  Arnolpho  feUj  575 

A  duke,  who  came  from  where  the  Rhine^  tljat  Javes 

The  neighbouring  meads,  is  loft  in  briny  waves  j 

Not  more  the  wretch  devoted  'fcapes  his  ire. 

Than  heaps  of  lulphur  Tcape  the  wafting  fire ; 

Swift  thro'  his  neck  the  bloody  falchion  fped,         580 

There  heav'd  the  dying  limbs,  here  roU'd  the  gafping 

head. 
The  Flemings  firft  his  dreadful  ftiry  feel  s 
The  Normans  next  diftain  his  fmoking  fteel. 
Orghetto  of  Magan2;a  finks  to  rift : 
Aim'd  at  his  front  the  weapon  through  his  breaft  ^85 
Divides  his  bleeding  corfe :  Then  from  above 
He  Andropino  and  Mofchino  drove  j 
Headlong  they  fell— the  firft  was  wont  to  (hine 

In  prieftly  robes:  the  laft  in  di;aughts  of  wine 
Steep'd  all  his  hours:  like  bane  br  viper's  bloo^    590 
fic  fhynft'd  to  tafte  the  cooling  limpid  flood. 
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Lp  l.feere  k^  di^s^  and  itwre  regrets  hjs  deatii^ 
In  water's  loathfomc  drench  to  yield  his  l^ad?* 
Sever- d  in  two  provincial  Lewis  lies : 

'  i 

Through  Arnold  of  Thouloiife  the  weapw^  flies.   5 95 

Dberto,  Claudio,  Dionyfiqs  poi^r 

*  •  •     '  ...  ^ 

Their  foqlS|  with  Hqgo^  m  a  ftream  of  gore. 
Near  thefc  of  Paris  four  to  death  fucceed : 

Annbaldo,  Qdo,  ^pd  Guakoro  bleed, 

-        '      >  ...•.■     ... 

With  Satallones — heaps  on  heaps  they  feU^  ^oq 

Nor  can  the  Mufe  their  names  and  country  tell. 

Not  lefs  behind  the  fwarming  troop  prevail  i 
They  ftx  the  ladders,  and  the  bulwarks  fcale : 
JBut  'twixt  the  walls  and  fecond  ran^pire  fteep, 
Where  finks  the  foffe,  all  horrible  and  deep,  (Sq| 

The  Ghriftians  from  th'  interior  works  renew 
A  ftrong  defence  againft  the  Pagan  crew  j 
With  Ipearsand  darts  they  rain  an  iron  cloud, 
To  check  the  niiml:>ers  of  th'  advancing  crowd ; 
And  foon  had  check'd^  but  that  the  dauntlefs  nygbt 
Of  Ulien's^  fon  *  ini^^ir 'd  and  urg'd  the  fight.  6 1  f 

He  drives  them  on,  and  each  though  loth  pbeys. 
With  threatenings  thefe  incites^  and  thofe  with  praife : 
Who  turns  a  ftep  to  fly,  his  fate  receives : 
.  His  breafl:  he  pierces,  or  his  helmet  cleaves  i  61c 

*  R  0  D  0  M  0  N  T. 

And 
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And  dov^  the  Iteep  he  drives  fo  huge  a  train. 
That  fcarce  the  jfoflc  their  numbers  can  contain. 
While  thus  compcU'd  the  rude  barbarians  go. 
Or  tuntible  headlong  to  the  depth  below. 
The  king  of  Sarza  every  mufcle  ftrains,  620 

And  lo !  (as  if  a  ftrength  of  wing  fuftains 
Each  agile  member)  with  a  wondrous  bound 
Leaps  o*er  the  fofle,  and  lights  upon  the  ground 
With  all  his  armour's  weight,  though  yawning  wide. 
Full  thrice  ten  feet  it  ftretch'd  from  fide  to  fide.    625 

Meantime  our  legions  in  the  depth  below 
Have  plac'd  their  fhares  to  catch  th*  incautious  foe  i 
Serewood  and  pitch  beneath  the  banks  they  hide. 
And  many  a  veflel  clofely  rang'd,  lupply*d 
With  nitre,  oil,  or  fulphur,  to  conipire  630 

In  one  vaft;  blaze  to  fpread  the  murderous  fire* 

Now  from  the  trench's  depth  the  Moors  aflail. 
And  ftrive,  with  many  a  ladder  reared,  to  fcal^ 
The  town's  laft  works  ^when  at  a  fignal  given 
From  different  parts,  the  burfting  fires  are  driven  63  f 
Amid  the  foe — huge  conflagration  rolU 
From  fide  to  fide,  and  mounting  to  the  poles 
Might  dry  the  vapoury  moon,  while  dark  as  nighe 
Thick  fmoke  obfcures  the  fun  and  blots  the  light  i 

QL4  And 
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And  rumbUng  peals  re-echo  long  and  }oudj^  ^aq 

Like  (hunders  breaking  from  a  fearful  cloud. 

Noy  frantic  founds  n\  ir^ingled  tumults  rife. 
Of  dreadful  l^owlings^  groans^,  and  dying  cries  5 
J\\  by  their  lejider's  cruel  raflinefe  flainj 
One  wretched  fate  involved  tl^e  Pagan  train,  64  c 

While  thp  flame  crackling  on  their  members  prey'dj 
And  with  their  fhrieks  a  horrid  cqncert  Riadc. 
Aloft  in  air  their  groaning  Ipirits  foar^ 
Their  bodies,  foon  confum'd,  are  feen  no  more  j 
While  he,  from  whom  their  dreadful  fufFerings  rife,  6 5q 
Fiprce  Rodomont  efcapes,  and  as  he  flies 
Higl^  bounding  o'er  the  fofle  that  yawns  below. 
Lights  on  his  feet  amidft  the  trembling  foe. 
But  when  he  turns  to  view  th'  infernal  vale. 
And  fees  on  every  fide  the  flames  aflail  655 

His  fpcial  hands,  and  hears  their  fhrieks  and  cries, 
Impious  he  rav^s,  and  loud  blafphemes  the  fkies. 

While  thoufands  here  a  fbrife  unequal  wag'd, 
^herc  ruthlefe  war  with  death  and  horror  rag*djj 
King  Agf amant,  before  his  army's  head,  66q 

The  fierce  afTault  againft  a  portal  led,  » 

Where  lefs  perchance  he,decm'd  the  Chriflian  powers 
l^repar'd  in  arms  to  guard  their  threaten'd  towers. 

•   '    '  " T^^ 
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With  him  in  fipld  ^ing  Bambirago  Ihin'd^ 

And  Bdiverib,  bafeft  of  mankind !  665 

And  many  a  chief^  with  others  long  inur'd 

To  fields  qf  fight,  and  well  in  mail  fecur'd. 

But,  all  undipi^ght,  the  Jking  of  Afric  there 

Found,  the  ftrong  finews  of  the  Chriftian  war : 

Imperial  Charles,  with  him  a  generous  train^         ^79 

|Cing  Salomone^  and  the  lioble  ^  Dane : 

Each  Angelino  there  his  ftation  took^^ 

With  either  Guido  and  Bavaria's  duke  f. 

UnnumberM  more,  of  lefs  reputed  name. 

Who  from  the  Fleming,  Frank,  and  Lombard  came  j 

gach  Pagan  warrior  fo  new  feme  afpii«,  €^6 

Nor  left  each  Chriftian  glows  yrith  generous  fires; 

All  anxious  in  their  fbyereign's  fight  to  gain 

The  mee4  a(id  praife  which  loyal  deeds  obtwi. 

Thick  frorn  the  walls,  l^ke  hail,  the  arrows  pour,  680 

And  whehu  th'  affailants  with  an  iron  Ihpwer ; 

From  either  hoft,  in  deafening  clamour,  rife 

Tumultuous  fliouts,  and  mingle  in  the  fides. 

But  leave,  we  Charles  and  Agramant  awhile^ 

* 
And  to  the  Mars  df  Afric  turn  our  ftile,  68  c 

Who  left  within  the  trench  his  haplefs  powers, 

"^herC;^  dire  to  fee !  the  flame  each  limb  devours  5 

f  UG£R0.  t  NAMVf# 

And 


234  ORLANDO.  Book  Vl. 

^nd  o'er  the  fofle  that  girt  the  city  round. 
Securely  lights  within  the  hoftilc  ground. 

Soon  was  the  fatal  Saracen  efpy'd,  690 

Known  by  his  foreign  arms  and  fcaly  hide ; 
Where  weak  old  age,  and  thofe  unnerv'd  with  fear, 
To  catch  each  rumour  lend  a  trembling  ear. 
They  wring  theijr  h^nds,  loud  cries  and  groans  afcend, 
And  ihrill  laments  the  ftarry  region  rend,  6^^ 

To  houfes  fome^  and  fome  to  temples  run : 
Each  feeks  by  flight  die  threatened  death  to  fhun  i 
But  this  to  few  the  murderous  falchion  yields. 
That  whirling  round  the  furious  Pagan  wields^ 
As  *midft  the  harmlefe  herds  by  Ganges'  waves,    jbq 
Or  in  th'  Hircanian  fields,  the  tiger  raves  j 
The  favage  Pagan  ttbu$  unpityirig'  flev^ 
Not  martial  Iquadroi^s^  bijt  a  heardefs  crew  ^ 
Mere  vulgar  fouls,  that  ne'er  in  arnis  could  vie. 
Souls  only  worthy  to  be  bom  and  die.  705 

« 

Thence  to.  St.  Michael's  bridge  with  eager  haftc 
Fierce  Rodomont  the  timorous  people  chac'd* 
Alike  with  him  the  lord,  the  fervant,  fares ; 
His  ruthlefs  hand  nor  faint  nor  finner  fpares. 
Religion  to  the  prieft  is  no  defence,  7 10 

Nor  to  the  babe  avails  its  innocence : 

Nor 
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iNor  d$sms  nor  vii^s  find  relcndng  g^e 

For  lovely  eyes^  pr  for  a  bloomtug  face  1 

Nor  hoary  ^  is  ^a& — againft  the  fbe^ 

Not  more  the  Pagan  proo^  of  valour  ^ows         715 

Than  crwl  t^rft  of  Uood — fex^  rank^  and  age 

Fall  undiitii^i&^d  by  his  fieiid-like  rage* 

Nor  this  fell  king,  of  impious  kings  the  worft^ 

On  humaa  Jives  exhaiifts  his  wrath  acoirs'd ; 

,.        .        '*      111      •...      .     .     ' 

Againfl  the  ien&kfs  domes  his  arm  con^ires^       yi^q 
The  lacred  fene^  the  ftately  roof,  he  fires : 
The  ftrongeft  pillars  in  his  graip  h^  topk^ 
And  from  its  bafe  the  podding  manfioa  ihook ! 

While  thps  the  tyrant  fwprd  and  fire  cmploy'd, 
And  bymt  the  tpwn,  and  Kves  on  lives  de^roy-d,  725 
Had  Agramant  without  aUke  prevail-d^ 
Paris  had  funk,  ^d  all  her  ^ry  failed : 
But  this  the  Paladin  forbade;^  who  <:ame 
From  diftant  Albk>n  to  die  field  offanic. 
Heaven  will-d  when  Rodamont  at  firil:,  engag-d    73^ 
In  blood  and  flatfghter,  through  the  city  rag'd. 
That  Gkrmont'^  leader  ^,  with  aiixiliar  ppwersi 
By  Silence  brought^  fliould  reach  the  fuffering  cow.cw/ 
Six  thoufaiid  apchers  firft,  with  bamjer  ^read, 
Jie  fent  on  foot,  by  gallant  Edward  led  4  .735 

*  R|NAI*DO. 
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With  thcfe  two  thoufand  horle,  whofe  chofen  bands, 

AU  lighdy  arm'd,  brave  Arimon  commands ; 

Who,  near  Saint  Martin  and  Saints  Denis  gate. 

Might  enter  Paris,  and  relieve  her  ftate. 

Then,  higher  up  the  Seine,  with  circling  courfe,    740 

Himfelf  condufts  the  remnant  of  his  force, 

J"  # 
With  barks  and  bridges  fram'd  to  pafs  the  tide, 

Whofe  depth  the  eager  troops  to  ford  deny*d. 
All  fefely  paft,  and  every  bridge  with  care 
Behind  deftroy'd,  he  forms  in  rank  of  war    .         745^ 
His  various  powers  5  but  firft  he  llimmons  all 
The  knights  and  barons  j  each  obeys  his  call  ^ 
He  mounts  a  height;^  whence  every  eye  and  ear 
May  view  his  gefture,  and  his  ipeeches  hear,         74a 

Then  thus — *Tis  yours,  O  chiefe !  to  lift  in  praife 
Yqur  hands  to  Heaven,  who  dooms  your  name  to  raife; 
Chace  from  yon  facred  walls  our  impious  foe. 
Two  princes  (hall  to  you  their  fafety  owe : 
Your'fovereign  firft,  whofe  hopes  on  you  depend 
To  guard  his  freedom,  and  his  life  defend ;  755' 

Then  iroyal  Charles,  whofe  virtues  haye  excelled 
Whoe'er  on  earth  has  rule  imperial  held : 
With  thefe  full  many  a  king,  and  chief  of  fame^ 
Of  various  countries  and  of  various  name, 

•  ■  '>         .  .      . 

Thus 
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Thus  while  your  arms  preferve  yoft  grateful  town,  760 
Not  only  Paris  fliall  your  fuccours  own  j 
I^aris^  whofe  Tons  now  ftand  a  heartlefs  trainj 
Lcfs  fearing  for  the  woes  themfelves  fliftainj 
Than  for  their  hdplefs  wives  ind  children's  fake^ 
Who  equal  danger  with  themfelves  partakes         76 j 
And  holy  maids^  whom  cloifter'd  walls  encloIe> 
This  day  perchance  defrauded  of  their  voWs  1 
feut  every  country  far  and  near,  whofe  laws 
Submit  to  Christ,  and  own.  his  hallow'd  caufe* 

V 

If  once>  by  public  voice,  the  ancients,  gave  770 

A  civic  crown  to.  him,  whofe  arms  might  fave 

A  lingle  life — what  honours  muft  be  yours, 

Whofe  aid  unnumber'd  fouls  from  death  fecui-es  ? 

Should  hoftile  force  deftroy  yon  fagred  wall. 

Soon  Italy  and  Germany  may  fall, .  775 

With  every  realm  that  worfhips  him  who  fign'd 

His  blood  a  ranfom  for  redeeni'd  mankind*    . 

tx>  1  duty  bids  us  with  their  arms  .unite> 

Who  for  one  caufe,  for  one  religion  fight  I 

Soon  fhall  I  lead  your  viftor-bands  to  throw         78^ 

In  difarray  the  legions  of  the  foe. 

That  all  unfkill'd  in  labours  of  the  plain, 

appear  a  weak,  unarm'd,  and  heartlefs  train. 

With 
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Wkh  Words  like  thefe  addrefe^d  Rinaldd  fir^d 
Th'  attentive  leadersF^  and  his  hoft  Inlpir^d  j  78  jf 

He  faid  5  the  troops  proceed  in  fair  airay, 
Nor  drums^  nor  iftiotitSj  their  eager  naarch  Bcfray. 
His  orcters  given,  the  t'aladin  purfii'd 
His  i-apid  coarfe  along  the  winding  fibodj 
Beyond  Zerfjmo's  bands— lichen  noW  appeal'         ^^pd 
Oran*s  Ktige.  king,  and  king  Sobrino^  near  i 
Who,  firft  o(  Afric*$  fons,  with  dailntlefs  air^ 
Their  weapdns  fo  receive  the  foes  prepare*     • 

With  fhouts  die  Chriftians  give  the  trumpet  breath  i 
Each  fhrinking  Pagan  owns  the  blafl:  of  death*      79I 
Rinaldo  how,  wiA  martial  ardor  preftj 
His  courier  ipurs,  and  bears  his  lance  in  reft  5 
No  longer  in  the  ranks  remains  confin^di 
Byt  leaves  the  Scots  an  arrow's  flight  behind* 
As  when  a  whirlwind*s  rage  refiftlefs  flies  9cd 

Before  a  tempeft  gathering  in  the  fl^ies  j 
So,  darting  from  the  files,  th'  intrepid  knight 
Impels  3ayardo  to  the  wilh*d-for  fight 

SqOn  as  iJie  Pakdin  was  feen  in  armsj 
The  confcious  Moors  prefage  appoaching  harms :  ioi 
See  in  each  hand  the  fearful  javelin  fhak^. 
The  trembling  knee  in  every  ftirrup  quake !  •  /  ^  .    * 

Alone 
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Alpne  king  Puliano  knows  not  fear. 
Who  little  deem'd  Rinaldo's  arai.  fo  near  2 
Firm  o'er  his  fpear  he  bends,  and  aiming  juft,        810 
In  all  his  ftrength  colleds  him  to  the  thruftj 
With  cither  fpur  he  gores  his  fiery  fteed. 
And  all  the  reins  abandons  to  his  fpeed :  ^ 
While  he,  whofe  blood  in  Amon's  veins  had  run, 
Wh9fc  deeds  might  Ipeak  him  Mars'  redoubted  fon, 
Dilplays  at  full  what  art  or  grace  can  yield,  816 

To  crown  the  glory  of  the  dreadful  field. 
Alike  each  chief  his  threatening  fpear  addrefs'd 
V  With  fkilful  aim  againft  the  adverfe  creft. 
But  far  unlike  th'event ! — one  breathlefs  lies,        82e 
Slain  in  the  fhock  -,  one  gains  the  vigor's  prize. 

His  trufty  lance  the  knight  in  reft  replac'S, 
And  next  Gran's  gigantic  fovereign  fac'd. 
No  buckler  could  the  fatal  wound  preventj 
Deep  in  his  belly's  rim  the  weapon  went,  82^ 

^nd  holding  on  its  courfe  without  control, 
From  the  vaft  body  drove  the  litde  foul. 
The  fteed,  inur'd  long  fultry  hours  to  fweat 
Beneath  his  giant  lord's  unwieldy  weight. 
To  good  Rinaldo  fcem'd  his  thanlcs  to  pay,  830 

Who  freed  him  from  the  burthen  of  the  day. 

His* 
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His  javelin  broke,  Rih4ldo  tiirns  his  fteed 
Swift  as  if  Wings  impelFd  his  fapid  Ipeedj 
With  deipcratc  fwajr  Fufberfa  roiind  h^  widds. 
Before  whofe  edge  the  brittle  armoiir  j^ields  i         8  jjf 
Shields  lin'd  with  hides^  ot  feAc'd  with  plated  wood^ 
Turbans  and  quilted  vefts,  diliain'd  with  bloodj 
Not  fnore  defence  againft  his  fword  oppofe. 

Than  grals  againft  the  fcythe,  or  com  when  BoreW 
bloWs* 
The  foremoft  band  was  ildw  diipers^d  and  fted,  846 

When  to  the  fight  his  van  Zerbitio  led : 

Each  Ipurs  his  cdurfer  oft  the  adverfe  hoft> 

And  foon  the  clofing  (pace  between  is  Ipft* 

They  meet,  they  (hock — but  nieet  with  chance  iinlikrfj 

The  Scots  alone  with  conquering  weapons  ftrike*  845 

A  fudden  chitlnels  every  Moor  opprefs^d; 

A  fudden  ardor  fwell*d  each  Scottifh  breaft. 

The  troops  of  Afric,  (truck  with  panic  fear^ 

In  every  Chriftian  think  Rlnaldo  neif* 

•« 

Sobrinp  now  to  combat  move^,  while  all  850 . 

His  troops  obey,  nor  Wait  the  herald's  call. 
This  fquadron  o'er  the  reft  might  honour  claim,  J 

For  arais,  for  valour,  and  its  leader's  fame. 
His  Dardinello  brought,  but  ill  fecur'd 
la  tatter'd  arm^  hid  woiic  to  fight  inur'd  j  ^55 

Wiulc. 
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While  on  his  head  a  Ihining  helm  he  plac'd. 

And  every  limb  in  jointed  armour  cas'd. 

The  following  fquadron  Ifolero  led ; 

Then  Thrafo,  duke  of  Mar,  his  banner  Ipread. 

Now  Ariodantes,  adding  to  his  name  860 

Albania's  dukedom,  with  his  warriors  came. 

Where  Ifolero  bravely  he  beheld 

With  forces  of  Navarre  invade  the  field. 

Shrill  trumpets  mix'd  with  many  a  barbarous  found 
Join  the  hoarfe  drums ;  wheels  clatter  o*er  the  ground ; 
Huge  engines  creak ;  ftones  ratde  from  the  fling  i  866 
From  twanging  bows  unnumber'd  arrows  fing ; 
While  louder  clamours  feem  to  rend  the  fkies. 
Triumphant  fhouts,  and  groans,  and  dying  cries : 
Such  is  the  din  where  falling  Nilqs  roars,  870 

And  deafens,  with  his  furge,  the  neighbouring  Ihores ! 
From  either  army  ftorms  of  arrows  fly, 
Whofe  difmal  fhadows  intercept  the  fky ; 
While  fultry  vapours  mix'd  with  duft  afcend^ 
And  black  as  night  in  clouds  condens'd  extend,     875 
Now  thefe,  now  thofe,  to  fickle  chance  give  way ; 
Lo !  this  purfues,  and  that  deferts  the  day. 
One  breathlefs  here  is  ftrerch'd  3  beneath  him  fl^ain 
His  proftrate  foe  lies  bleeding  on  the  pl^n. 

Vol.  L  R  When 
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"When  fpcnt  with  toil  one  fquadron  feems  to  yield,  88a 
Another  haftens  to  fuftain  the  field. 
Now  here,  now  there,  the  throng  of  arms  increased; 
There  thruft  the  foot,  and  here  the  horfemen  prefs*d. 
The  earth  on  which  they  fought,  impurpled  grew. 
And  changed  her  green  for  robes  of  fanguine  hue :  885 
Where  flowrets  lately  decked  th'  enamelled  way. 
Now  horfe  and  man  in  mingled  carnage  lay. 
Firft  of  the  field  Zerbino's  might  appears 
Beyond  the  promife  of  his  early  years ; 
While  to  his  band,  which  newly  here  he  fway'd^   890 
Brave  Ariodantes  deeds  of  worth  difplay'd. 
Two  baftards,  Mofco  and  Chelindo,  bred 
In  Arragon  of  Calabruno  dead  j 
And  one,  who  late  fi*om  Barcelona  came, 
Calamidorus,  not  unknown  to  fame,  895 

To  feek  Zerbino's  death,  around  him  prefs'd. 
And  to  his  courfer's  flank  their  fpears  addrefs'd : 
Pierc'd  by  their  fpears  he  fell  s  with  him  to  ground 
Zerbino  fell,  but  fell  without  a  wound : 
When  loon  recovering  on  his  feet  he  rofe,  90a 

T'  avenge  his  courfer  on  th'  exulting  foes. 
Through  Mofco  firft  (who  rafhly  hop'd  to  take 
The  knight  difrOfOunted  and  his  prifoner  make) 

11^ 
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He  thruft  his  blade  with  unabated  force. 
And  laid  on  earth  a  pale  and  lifelefs  corfe.  905 

.  When  now  Chelindd  faw  his  brother 'flairi. 
He  ragy,  and  'gainft  Zerbino  fpiirr'd  arhain 
His  trampling  fteed ;  but  heedful  of  the  fliock. 
The  reins  Zerbino  feiz'd^.  and  aim'd  a  ftroke 
That  laid  the  beaft  on  earth>  no  more  tb  rife,        ^10 
No  more  to  need  from  generous  corn  fupplies. 
Zerbino  widi  fuch  forfce  the  fteel  impell'd. 
At  once  the  courier  and  his  lord  he  fell'd; 
Calaitiidoriis,  who  beheld  them  flain> 
Scar'd  at  the  chance,  turned  round  his  horfe's  rein.  9 1  ^ 
Sta7i  traitor^  ftay— (enrag'd  Zerbino  cries) 
And  aims  a  blow  behind  him  as  he  fliies : 
The  fword  fell  iSiort  and  mifs'd  the  knight^s  intent. 
Yet  mifi'd  not  far — behihd  the  wretch  it  went: 
A  furious  paftagc  through  the  crupper  found;        920' 
And  brotight  the  courfer  lifelefs  to  the  grbund. 
The  rider  quits  his  feat^  in  hopes  to  gain 
On  foot  his  fafety^  but  he  hopes  in  vain ': 

* 

Duke  Thrafo  pafling  by  (fo  will'd  his  fate) 
0'ertum*d  and  crulh'd  him  with  his  courfer's  Weight, 
His  falchion  Ariodantes  whirl'd  around^  926 

Which  Attalico  and  Margano  found : 

R  4  Bu( 
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Biit  chief  the  ftrokcs  his  dcathful  Weapon  dealt, 
Etearchus  and  Caflimirus  felt : 
The  former  TOuple  wounded  left  the  plain  j  930 

'pl^e  laft,  more  lucklefs,  by  his  arm  were  flain. 
Alike  Lurcanio  marics  of  prowefs  fliow'd. 
Who  round  conflifion,  death,  and  terror  ftrow'd. 
Deem  not  that  lefs  in  field  the  conflidt  rag'd, 
Thah  where  the  fquadrons  near  the  ftream  engag'd : 
Nor  think  the  army  lagg'd  behind,  which  brought  •956 
^y  Clarence'  noble  duke,  the  battle  fought : 
This  fierce  the  banner'd  powers  of  Spain  defy'd. 
While  equal  Fortune  paused  on  either  fide. 
Alike  in  both,  foot,  horfe,  and  chieftains  wield       94© 
Their  fkilfiil  weapons  to  dilpute  the  field. 
Oldrado  firft  and  Pharamond  appear ; 
The  valiant  dukes  of  York  and  Glo'fter  near  5 
With  thefe  bold  Richard  earl  of  Warwick  fliines ; 
And  Henry,  duke  of  Clarence,  guides  the  lines.     945 
By  turns  they  chace,  by  turns  are  backward  borne. 
As  to  the  breeze  of  May  quick  fhifts  the  ftanding  corn; 
Or  as  the  fea,  whofe  waters  ne'er  repofe. 
Plays  on  the  ftrand  with  ceafelefs  ebbs  and  flows  5 
Till  Fortune,  that  had  held  in  equal  fcale  950 

^Each  adverfe  hoft,  bade  Albion's  force  prevail 

Againft 
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Againft  the  Moor — Intrepid  Glo'fter*s  force 

Hurl'd  Mattalifta  headlong  from  his  horfe ; 

And  B^icondO;,  in  the  fatal  ftrife^ 

To  noble  Clarence  yields  his  forfeit  life.  955 

The  Moors  no  longer  wield  their  arms  in  fight. 

But  quit  their  ranks  and  turn  their  backs  to  flight* 

Ferrau^  who  diftant  thence  tiU  now  engag'd. 
On  king  Marfilius'  fide  the  battle  wag'd  s 
Soon  as  the  flying  ftandards  he  beheld,  960 

The  flaughter'd  troops,  and  half  his  army  quell'd. 
His  foaming  courier  Ipurr'd,  and  infl:ant  flew 
Amidft  the  thickefl:  of  the  warring  crew ; 
Where  firft  he  faw  fall  headlong  to  the  plain, 
Clefi:  through  the  head-piece,  young  Olynipio  flain  : 
Once  was  he  Ikiird  in  fweetefl:  lays  to  fing  966 

Soft  notes  refponfive  to  the  tuneful  ftring ; 
And  boafted  with  his  harp  and  voice  to  move 
The  fterneft  breaft  to  blandilhment  and  love. 
Well  if  contented  with  this  humbler  fame,  970 

He  ne'er  had  fought  the  warrior's  dangerous  name. 
But  loath'd  the  buckler,  quiver,  ftiield,  and  lance, 
'J'hat  wrought  his  downfall  in  the  fields  of  Franc^. 
When  now  Ferrau,  who  priz'd  him  dear,  beheld 
Xhe  ftripling  pale  and  bleeding  on  the  ficld^  975 
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'  For  this  his  ruthlefi  bofom  forrpw'd  more 
Than  all  the  thoufands  that  were  flain  before. 
Againft  the  viftor  Iwift  his  rage  he  bent. 
Sheer  through  his  cafque  the  fteel  refiftlefs  went. 
Severed  between  the  brows  his  galping  head,  98(1 

Cleft  to  the  breaft,  and  hiurl-d  him  with  the  dead. 
Nor  thus  appeas'd,  he  whirled  around  his  blade. 
Through  helfn  and  mail  its  edge  a  paffage  made. 
Now  here,  now  there,  he  hew'd  his  bloody  way. 
And  fudden  chang'd  the  fortune  of  the  day.  985 

Now  Agramant  coUefts  a  chofen  force 
(Drawn  from  the  walls)  of  mingled  foot  and  horfo; 
Thefe,  guided  by  the  king  of  Fez,  he  fent 
To  guard  his  camp  that  ftretch'd  in  wide  extentj 
On  which  th'  Hibernian  chiefs  their  forces  bent.  990 

This  tafk  performed,  the  monarch  lummons  all 
The  remnant  powers ;  they  thicken  at  his  call. 
Thefe  to  the  charge  with  rapid  hafte  he  leads. 
Where  near  the  ftream  the  fight  his  prefence  needs  : 
Beneath  him  rang'd,  a  vaft  innumerous  throng       995 
(His  army's  better  half)  now  pours  along ; 
So  loud  their  march,  the  Scots  fufpended  hear. 

They  leave  their  ranks  and  ftain  their  fame  with  fear. 

•■  « 
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Alone  Zerbino  and  Lurcanio  ftay. 
With  AriodanDes>  in  the  dreadful  day.  1000 

Zerbino  ftill  unhors'd  perchance  had  died^ 
But  that  Rinaldo  timely  aid  fupply'd* 
The  glorious  Paladin  had  driven  in  flight 
A  hundred  banners  from  the  fatal  fight. 
When  to  his  ear>  dilpers*d  by  ready  fame,  1005 

The  tidings  of  Zerbino's  danger  came. 
He  heard,  and  turti'd  his  fteed  with  generous  ire. 
Where  from  the  field  he  faw  the  Scots  retire. 
And  thus  aloud— Ah !  whither  would  ye  hafte  ? 
What  fhameful  panic  has  your  arms  dilgrac'd  ?   loio. 
Great  is  your  praifc,  from  circling  foes  to  run. 
And  leave  unhorsM,  alone,  your  monarch's  fon  ! 
Then  from  his  fquire  a  mighty  fpear  he  took. 
And  Prufiq  king  of  Alvarecchia  ftruck. 
Who  met  the  weapon  on  his  breaft,  and  left        10 15 
His  lofty  fteed,  of  feat  and  life  bereft : 
His  javelin  broke,  Fufberta  next  he  drew. 
And  rufliing  fierce  on  Serpentino  flew. 
Who  on  his  fliield  a  ftar  conlpicuous  bore,. 
And  armour,,  forg'd  by  fatal  magic,  wore :  1010 

Yet  fell  the  fword  with  fuch  refiftlefs  fway, 
Jhat  ftunn'd  and  breathlefs  on  the  pjain  he  lay. 

R4.  When 
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When  the  brave,  chief  of  Caledonia's  band 
Beheld  the  wifli'd  relief,  his  ready  hand 
A  courfer  leiz*d  from  thofe  that  o'er  the  plains,  1025 
Freed  from  their  riders,  ran  with  loofen'd  reins. 
In  happy  tinqe  the  vacant  feat  he  gain'd  5 
For  lo !  with  many  a  gallant  troop  fuftain'd, 

Young  Dardinel  and  Agramant  appear^ 

* 

The  kings  Sobrino  and  Balaftro  near.  1030 

But  fearlefs  from  his  courfer  he  lurvey'd 

The  thickening  crowd,  and,  whirling  round  his  blade. 

Now  this,  now  that,  dilpatch'd  to  Ihades  of  hell. 

The  lives,  which  mortals  lead  on  earth,  to  tell. 

Rinaldo,  who,  with  generous  ardour  fir'd,  103^ 

To  vanquifh  thofe  of  hisheft  name  alpir'd. 

On  Agramant,  who  tower'd  in  arms  above 

A  thoufand  chiefs,  Bayardo  fwift  he  drove 

With  fidelpng  Ihock,  and  fent,  with  thyndering  force. 

To  earth  at  once  the  horfcman  and  the  horfe.      1040 

While  thus  without  the  walls  the  hofts  engag'd. 
Where  mutual  hatred,  death,  and  horror  rag'd. 
In  Paris  Rodomont  the  people  flew, 
^nd  fire  aniidft  the  domes  and  temples  thr^w. 
Imperial  Charles,  who  thcr«:e  at  diflapce  fought,  1045 
|^9r  faw,  nor  heard,  what  woes  the  Paga^  wrought; 

An<^ 
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I 

And  now  intent  auxiliar  force  to  g^n^ 

Received  withSn  the  gates  the  Britilh  train. 

By  Arimon  and  gallant  Edward  led : 

When  lo !  a  Iquire,  his  vifage  pale  with  dread,     1050 

Appears,  and  oft  in  lindiftinguifh'd  cries 

Exclaims,  ere  breath  his  further  Ipeech  fupplies. 

This  day  behold  the  Roman  empire  loft ! 
This  day  has  Christ  abjur'd  the  Chriftian  hoftl 
This  day  fome  Demon,  'f^ap'd  fron>  deepeft  hell,  j  05  5 
Forbids  us  longer  in  thefe  walls  to  dwelL 
Satan  (no  lels  a  fiend  ftich  rage  can  breathe) 
Deforms  the  wretched  town  with  woe  and  death* 
Ah !  turn  and  fee  where  blackening  to  the  ikies, 
From  crackling  flames  the  fmoky  volumes  rife !  1 060 

He  faid,  and,  while  he  fpoke,  th'  Imperial  chief 
The  mingled  clamours  heard  that  claim'd  relief^ 
^nd  faw  the  ruddy  blaze — As  one  who  hears 
The  facred  bells  that  tinkling  in  his  cars. 
Proclaim  the  fire,  to  others  firft  reveal'd,  1065 

Though  moft  his  lofs  from  him  alone  conceal'd : 
So  look'd  the  monarch  when  the  truth  he  knew. 
When  the  dire  profpeft  open'd  to  his  view : 
Around  him  he  coUefts  a  chofcn  force, 
^Vivl  tathe  city's  fquare  with  rapid  courfc  1070 

His 
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H^  banner  turns,  for  thence  the  tumult  earnest 
There  fierce  the  Pagan  raves  with  fword  and  flame  t 
There  Charks  beholds  with  cruel  caniage  fpread 
Th^  impurpled  earthy  the  dying  and  the  dead. 
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The       argument. 

Charles  and  Kis  Paladins  go  againft  Rodomont,  and  at  laft 
compel  hinx  to  leave  the  city.  He  repafles  the  Seii^,  and 
hears  of  the  rape  of  Derails  by  Mandricardo.  Rodomont  being 
gone,  the  general  battle  is  renewed  with  great  fury  on  both 
fides.  A£ts  of  Dardlnello  i  he  kills  Lurcanio^  and  is  him- 
felf  killed  by  Rinaldo.  The  Pagans  give  ground,  till  the 
rout  becomes  univerfal,  and  they  are  compelled  to  retire  to 
their  entrenchments.  Night  adventure  of  Medoro  and 
Cloridano,  to  bury  the  body  of  their  mafter.  Angelica 
finds  Medpro  wounded;  f^e  cures  ^is  wou|i^,  and  be- 
comes enamoured  of  him.  Their  marriage  and  departure 
for  India. 
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AN  D  now  imperial  Charles  with  anguifli  view'd 
His  flaughter'd  people  in  their  blood  embru'd. 
His  city  burning — while,  with  fury  Iwell'd, 
Fierce  Rodomont  the  fquare  triumphant  held. 
And  fcorn'd  the  world  in  arms— one  dreadful  hand   5 
The  falchion  fhook,  one  wav'd  the  blazing  brand* 
Now  furious  on  the  palace  gates  he  ftruck  s 
The  lofty  gates  refbunded  to  the  fhock. 
From  the  high  roof  the  Chriftians  hurl'd  below 
Huge  broken  fragments  thundering  on  the  foe.        xo 
None  coftly  piles  of  ancient  Iplendor  Ipar'd ; 
Fair  marble  domes  one  common  ruin  fhar'ii  j 
Pillars  and  beams  o'crlaid  with  fretted  gold, 
The  {lately  works  their  fathers  priz'd  of  old. 

Before 
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Before  the  gate  the  king  of  Sarza  prcfs'd,  1 5 

With  jointed  fcales  that  arm'd  his  head  and  bteaft. 
So  when  the  ferpent,  iflGuing  from  the  brakes> 
With  Ipring  returned  his  fqualid  eoat  forfakes ; 
Proud  of  his  ncw-gam*d  fpoils  and  youth  renew^d^ 
He  glides  along  with  frefher  ftrength  indu'd ;  20 

Three  tongues  he  darts,  his  eyes  are  red  with  fire. 
And,  where  he  moves,  his  fellow  brutes  retire^ 

Nor  ftones^flor  darts  the  Pagan's  fury  flay : 
The  cr^fhing  portal  to  his  flroke  gives  way. 
While,  from  within,  the  pale  and  haggard  crew       2$ 
Through  many  a  breach  their  dire  befieger  view* 
The  court  is  fiU'd  with  death ;  loud  clamours  rife;   .  - 
The  fhrieking  females  join  the  foldiers  cries  j 
They  beat  their  breafts,  they  fly  from  place  to  place, 
The  portals  and  the  genial  beds  embrace,  30 

Now  threaten'd  to  receive  a  foreign  race. 

Such  was  their  ftate,  fo  near  to  ruin  brought. 
When,  with  his  barons,  Charles  the  palace  fought. 
And  turning  to  the  chiefs,  whofe  might  before 
Had  oft  been  feen  in  danger's  direft  hour  5  J5 

Are  ye  not  thofe,  whofe  courage  prov'd  (he  cry'd) 
Once  Agobnt  in  Alpramont  defy 'd  ? 
And  fay,  (halT  aught  that  valour  now  repel. 
By  which  Troyano  and  Almontes  fell, 

t  Wi* 


BooKVn.  ORLANDO.  «$$ 

With  thauiaiids  more?  Will  you^  O  dire  di^race!  40 
Shrink  from  o&e  man  of  that  detefted  race  ? 
No— let  this  infidel  your  prowcls  find, 
This  infidel  who  mafiacres  mankind ! 
Be  ftiU  yowfelyes — the  brave  can  death  delpife. 
And  dies  consented  if  with  famjc  he  dies ;  45 

Your  prefence  is  my  hope — ^whene'er  you  join 
Your  focial  arms,  the  viftory  is  mine  ! 

He  faid ;  and  ceafing  with  his  lance  in  r€&, 
Againft  the  Saracen  his  courier  prefs'd. 
With  him  the  Paladin  Ugero  came  j,  50 

Namus,  and  Olinero,  chiefs  of  fame  I 
With  thefe  Avino,  and  Avolio  dar'd, 

V 

Otho  and  Berlingher  the  glory  fliar'd. 

All  thefe  on  Rodomont  their  Ipears  unite. 

Some  on  his  breaft,  fome  on  Kis  helmet  light.         5  J 

As  built  on  Alpine  rocks,  with  ftately  pride 
A  caftle,  that  has  every  force  defy'd, 
Unfhaken  ftands,  when  whirlwinds  fweeping  round. 
Tear  oaks  and  beeches  from  the  groaning  ground  3 
Firm  in  himfelf  the  hau^ty  Pagan  ftood,  6a 

Inflam'd  with  fury,  ^nd  athirfl:  for  blood. 
Secured  fi-om  hai-m,  the  dragon's  jointed  fcale 
Impervipus,;  made  each  fword  and  javelin  fail* 

And 
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And  now,  attending  at  their  ibvereign's  call. 

Each  quits  the  gate  and  well-defended  wall ;  65 

And  haftes  to  batde^  where  his  prince's  fight 

Swells  every  breaft  and  ftrings  each  nerve  for  fight. 

As  when,  amid  the  circus'  bounds  enclosed. 

Stands  a  fierce  lionels,  for  Iport  exposed. 

If  chance  a  lordly  bull  is  loosed  to  W9ge  70 

The  public  combat  with  her  threatening  rage. 

Her  tawny  cubs  behold  (unfeen  before) 

The  (lately  beaft  and  hear  his  dreadfiil  roar  i 

But  if  their  dam  with  lavage  teeth  invade 

The  bull's  ftrong  cheft,  they  hafte  their  darti  f o  aid :   75 

Now  at  his  back,  now  at  his  paunch  they  fly> 

And  third  in  blood  their  tender  paws  to  dye. 

Againft  the  Pagan  thus  the  Chriftians  drew : 

From  roofs  and  windows  fome  their  weapons  threw  t 

Some  clofer  prefs'd ;  while,  all  around  himrain'd,   8  a 

His  head  a  ponderous  fhower  of  arms  fuftain'd. 

Still  grows  his  toil — ftill  crowds  to  crowds  fucceed. 

Though  hundreds  by  his  fatal  prowefs  bleed. 

His  breath  in  fliorter  pantings  comes  and  goes ; 

He  fees,  unlefs  his  arm  can  ftem  the  foes,  8  5 

While  yet  unhurt  his  ftrength  and  limbs  remain. 

Hereafter  muft  he  hope  to  efcape  in  vain. 

Now 
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Now  here,  now  there  he  turns  his  baleful  cycs^ 
And  every  pafs  with  nunnber^  clos'd  efpics. 
Whoe'er  has  from  the  throng'd  piazza  view'd  go 

The  giddy  populace  in  heaps  purfu'd 
By  fome  wild  bull,  that  all  the  day  has  met 
With  goads  and  wounds,  by  men  and  dogs  befet : 
tte  foams,  he  fnorts,  he  drives  them  round  and  round. 
And  this,  now  that  he  tofles  frojn  the  ground :         95 
Such  may  he  deem,  but  far  more  dreadful  fhows 
The  cruel  African  amidll  his  foes ! 
He  mows  down  lives,  as  by  the  primer's  hand 
Young  vines  and  fallows  lopt  bellrow  the  land* 

Thus  dreadful  Rodottiont  the  carnage  fpread     loO 
Where'er  he  pafs'd :  at  length  o*er  piles  of  dead 
Retreating  now  the  nearer  Seine  he  views. 
That  from  the  ramparts  to  the  plain  pUrfues 
Its  filent  Coiirfe — the  throngs  around  him  prefs. 
Urge  hinrti  behind,  nor  let  him  part  in  peace*  10 J 

As  in  Nomadia's  or  Maffilia's  fhade. 
The  generous  beaft  whom  hunters  bold  invade^ 
Even  while  he  flies  with  noble  fury  burns, 
And,  threatening,  flowly  to  his  woods  returns  i 
So  Rodomont,  in  whofe  high  foul  appears  t  iO 

No    abjeft  thought,  hemm'd  round  with  fwords  and 
fpearsj 
.Vol.  L  S  Widi 
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With  darts  and  javelins  like  a  briftled  wood. 

Slow  drags  his  lingering  fteps  to  reach  the  flood. 

With  aU  his  arms,  he  plunges  in  the  tide ; 

His  nervous  limbs  the  flafhing  waves  divide.  115 

Soon  as  he  gain'd  the  fhore,  his  ruthlefs  mind 

Again  repented  that  he  left  behind 

The  town  unfack'd ;  again  his  thoughts  afpire 

Her  fons  to  flay  and  wrap  her  walls  in  fire. 

While  thus  he  paus'd,  one  drawing' near  he  view'd,  1 20 

That  loon  with  other  cares  his  wrath  fubdu'd. 

When  Difcord  late  received  the  high  command 
To  kindle  flrife  amidfl:  the  Pagan  band. 
She  Fraud  commiflion'd  in  her  ftead  to  keep 
The  convent's  cells,  nor  let  Contention  fleep;         125 
Then  Pride  flie  call'd  the  partner  of  her  way 
To  where  encamp'd  the  Chriftian  army  lay: 
Thefe  urge  their  fpeed,  when  to  their  fight  appears 
Afflifted  Jealoufy  with  jaundice  fears : 
With  her  a  dwarf,  from  Doralis  the  fair  130 

Difpatch'd  to  Rodomont  the  news  to  bear. 
How  Mandricardo  late  her  tent  aflfail'd. 
When  all  her  guards  againft  his  prowefs  failed. 

Now  with  the  dwarf  arriving  where  the  hand  ' 

» 

Of  Rodomont  deftroy 'd  each  'Chriftian  band  j         i^i 

They 
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They  reached  the  Seine  what  time  his  filver  tide 
The  Sarzan  crofs'd^  who  when  the  dwarf  he  fpy*d. 
His  wrath  he  fmooth*d,  bis  louring  brow  he  clear'd. 
And  fudden  gladnels  in  his  looks  appeared : 
The  dwarf  he  met,  and  with  a  fmiling  face  :  140 

How  fares  our  dame,  and  whither  bends  thy  pnce  ? 

Then  he — Nor  mine  nor  yours  I  call  the  dame 
To  whom  another  now  arferts  his  claim : 
But  laft  day's  fun,  as  in  her  tent  Ihe  lay, 
A  fingle  warrior  hew'd  his  bloody  way  145 

Tliro'  all  her  guards,  and  thence,  by  force  convey'd^ 
The  royal  fair  his  weeping  captive  made. 

He  faid  j  when  Jealoufy  ftept  forth  and  prefs'd 
(Cold  as  an  alp)  the  warrior  to  her  breaft. 
Then  Difcord  ftrikes  her  flint  the  fire  to  raife,        150 
While  Pride  beneath  the  ready  fewel  lays : 
Quick  burfts  the  flame,  through  all  the  Pagan  flies 
The  raging  peft  and  flafhes  from  his  eyes : 
He  fighs,  he  groans,  full  horribly  he  roars, 
Blaipheming  Heaven  and  Heaven's  immortal  powers. 
As  whe(i  the  tigrefs  to  her  empty  den  156 

Too  late  returning,  fnufFs  the  track  of  men, 
And  finds  her  darling  young  ones  borne  away, 
]Nf  or  hills,  nor  ftreams,  her  raging  courfe  delay : 

S  2  ^  Thus 
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Thus  the  dread  Saracen  with  fury  burns,  i6o 

Lead  on !  he  caries,  as  to  the  dwarf  he  turns : 

He  leeks  no  fteed,  nor  car,  but  like  the  wind 

Flies  o'er  the  plain,  and  leaves  the  war  behind : 

No  courfer  will  he  wait,  refolv'd  to  take 

The  firft  that  Fortune's  gift  his  own  (hall  nnake.    165 

Then  Difcord,  who  his  inmoft  foul  furvey'd, 

Turn'd  to  her  fifter  Pride,  •and  fmiling  faid : 

The  care  be  mine,  where'er  he  roves  the  land. 

No  horfe  but  one  Ihall  meet  his  daring  hand. 

To  Charles  We  turn,  who  now,  the  Pagan  fled,  lya 
Forbade  the  flames  extinguifli'd  more  to  Ipread : 
His  troops  he  marfliall'd  ^  fome  with  ardor  fir'd 
To  guard  the  pofl:s  that  chief  their  aid  required :  . 
The  refl:  he  fent  againfl:  the  Moorifli  train 
To  meet,  their  flrongeft  force  in  open  plains  175 

Then,  near  Marcellus'  gate,  bids  every  band. 
Together  join'd,  in  rank  of  battle  ftand. 
Their  banners  rang'd,  he  points  their  noble  rage. 
And  gives  the  trumpet's  fignal  to  engage. 

King  Agramant  againfl:  the  knight* who  lov'd  180 
Fair  Ifabella,  (ingle  combat  piov'd. 
With  king  Sobrino  bold  Lurcanio  clos'd : 

Rinaldo  ftood  againft  a  troop  oppos'd, 

*  Zerbino. 

Whom 
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Whom  (Fortune  fmiling  on  his  daundefs  might; 
He  flew,  diipcrs'd,  o'erturn'd,  and  chac'd  in  flight.  185 
So  far'd  the  war — when  Charles  his  legions  brought 
To  charge  the  rear  where  king  Marfilius  fought : 
The  monarch  leads  th'  aflault— the  hills  around. 
The  vales  return  the  drum's  and  trumpet's  found. 
Already  now  the  Pagans  feem'd  to  yield,  190 

And  foon,  with  broken  files,  had  left  the  field ; 
But  Falfirones  came,  and  at  his  fide 
Grandonio,  both  in  greater  dangers  try'd  j 
With  Balugantcs,  Serpentino  fam'd, 
And  bold  Ferrau,  who  thus  aloud  exclaim'd.  195 

O  friends  belov'd  !;0  !  once  of  martial  might ! 
O  !  brethren  !  yet  maintain  this  arduous  fight ! 
Think  what  rewards,  what  honours  muft  attend. 
Should  Fortune  on  .this  day  our  arms  befriend ; 
Think  what  our  lofs  and  never-ending  fliame,        200 
If  bafely  driven  from  fuch  a  field  of  fame ! 

A  ponderous  fpear  he  wielded  as  he  fpoke. 
And  aim'd  at  Berlinger  the  forceful  ftroke  i 
Now  Berlinger  overthrown,  hjs  fatal  blade 
Eight  haplefs  warriors  near  him  profl:rate  laid.       205 
In  other  parts  what  warlike  numbers  fell 
Before  Rinaldo,  fcarce  the  mufe  can  tell ; 

S  3  Thou 
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Thou  might'ft  have  feen,  amidft  th'  embattled  field. 

The  flying  fquadrons  to  his  fiiry  yield. 

No  lefs  Zerbino  and  Lurcanio,  fir'd  210 

With  martial  heat,  the  tongue  of  praife  infpir'd; 

Nor  fliall  Zumara's  king  be  left  unfung. 

Brave  Dardinello,  from  Almontes  Iprung; 

Seven  chiefs,  renown'd  in  arms,  to  earth  he  threw. 

Two  fenfelefs,  one  he  wounded,  four  he  flew,        215 

Nor  yet  th'  example  of  his  dauntlefs  hand 

Cpuld  in  their  ranlcs  detain  his  fainting  band. 
The  Moors  in  Setta  and  Zumara  bred, 

Thofe  of  Morocco  and  Canara  fled: 

But  with  the  foremoft  fled  Alzerbe's  train,  220 

Whofe  flight  the  noble  youth  *  oppos'd  in  vain : 

At  length,  with  threats  and  prayers  by  turns  addrefs*d. 

He  rous'd  the  flame  in  every  generous  breafl:.  • 

If  in  your  memory  worthy  yet  to  dwell 
Almontes  lives— this  prefent  hour  fliall  tell ;  225 

This  hour  fjiall  ihow,  if  midfl:  his  foes  enclos'd. 
You  leave  in  me  his  fon  to  death  expos'd. 
Stay !  I  conjure  you — by  my  tender  age^^ 
From  which  your  hopes  could  future  fame  prcfage ! 
Shall  each  brave  chief  by  hofl:ile  fwords  be  flain,    230 

And  none  revifit  Afric's  lov'd  domain  ? 

*    Dardinello. 

Here 
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Here  let  us  rather  die,  than  fink  fo  low 

To  wait  the  mercy  of  a  Chqftian  foe. 

O !  then  be  firm — in  tliis,  my  friends,  remain 

Our  deareft  hopes,  all  other  hopes  are  vain !  235 

Like  us  the  foes  have  but  two  hands  to  wield, 

One  foul  to  fire  them,  and  one  life  to  yield. 

So  Ipoke  the  generous  youth,  and  Ipeaking  gave 
The  earl  of  Athol  to  the  greedy  grave. 
The  dear  remembrance  of  Almontes  ran  240 

Through  Afric's  hoft,  and  fpread  from  man  to  man : 
William  of  Burnick,  tall  of  fl:ature,  tower'd 
Above  his  peers,  but  Dardinello's  fword 
Levell'd  him  with  the  reft — and  near  him  reft 
His  life  from  Arimon,  and  headlefs  left ;  245 

(A  Cornifti  champion) — as  he  prefs'd  the  plain 
His  brother  haften'd  to  his  aid  in  vain^ 
The  warrior's  falchion  ftretch'd  him  with  the  (lain- 
Through  Bogio's  bofom  pierc'd  the  vengeful  blade. 
And -freed  him  from  his  promife  lately  made :         250 
"Vainly  he  promis'd  to  his  weeping  wife 
Six  moons  fliould  bring  him  back  with  fame  and  life. 

Brave  Dardinello  near  Lurcanio  'fpy'd. 

By  whom,  but  then  o'erthrqwn,  Dochino  dy'd ; 

He  faw  Altasus,  dearer  than  his  life,  255 

Attempt  too  late  to  fly  the  bloody  ftrife, 

S  4  Full 
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Full  at  his  nape  the  ftroke  LiUrcanio  aim'd. 
And  ftretch'd  him  dead  :  Almontes*  fon,  inflam'd 
With  thirft  of  vengeance,  gralp'd  his  ready  fpear, 
And  vow'd  to  Macon  (did  his  Macon  hear)  260 

Should  flain  Lurcanio  that  day's  triumph  grace, 
His  empty  arms  within  the  mofque  to  place. 
Then  through  the  ranks  with  rapid  ipeed  he  flies. 
And  to  his  fide  fo  well  the  lance  applies, 
Pierc'd  through  and  through  he  hurls  him  to  the  plain. 
And  inftant  bids  his  followers  ftrip  the  flain.  266 

What  tongue  fliall  aflc  if  Ariodantes  mourn'd 
His  brother's  flaughter  ?  if  in  rage  he  burn'd 
With  his  own  hand  to  give  the  vengeful  blow. 
And  Dardinello  fend  to  fliades  below?  270 

Jn  vain  he  raves^-not  more  the  Pagan  foes 
Than  thronging  Chrifl:ians  his  defign  oppofe : 
Yet  eager  for  revenge,  now  here,  now  there. 
He  whirls  his  fWord,  breaks  through,  and  mows  the 

war. 
To  engage  the  Chrifl:ian  Dardinello  flies,         275 
But  thronging  round  him  fpears  and  javelins  rife^ 
And  the  thick  prefs  the  knights  to  meet  denies. 
One  chief  no  lels  the  Moorifli  troop  deftroys, 
Than  one  the  Englifli,  Franks,  and  Scotch  annoys : 

Yet 
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Yet  thefe  to  clofe  in  battle  fate  withftands,  28  0 

One  doom'd  to  fall^  but  fall  by  greater  hands. 

Rinaldo  there  aflails,  breaks,  fcatters  round 

The  foes,  and  hurls  their  ftandards  to  the  ground : 

And  now  he  fpurs  Bayardo  through  the  fight. 

To  prove  the  noble  Dardinello's  might,  a 85    » 

And  wondering  on  his  Ihield  the  fign  furvey'd. 

Which  young  Almontes'  fon  with  pride  dilplay'd ; 

He  deem'd  him  brave  whofe  venturous  arm  could 

bear 
The  fame  device  the  earl* was  feen  to  wearj 
And  found  him  brave,  wh^n  round  the  ghaftly  plain 
He  faw  the  heaps  his  conquering  hand  had  flain.    25 ; 
Then  to  himfelf — This  noxious  weed  demands 
(Ere  yet  it  further  fpreads)  my  pruning  hands. 
Thus  fpoke  the  knight,  and  where  he  turns  his  face 
The  ranks  recede,  and  every  chief  gives  place :      295 
Chriftians  and  Pagaqs  to  his  paffage  yield. 
Such  awe  his  looks,  fuch  dread  his  fword  impell'd. 
But  haplefs  Dardinello  fole  defies 
Albano's  f  chiefs  to  whom  Rinaldo  cries. 

Poof  boy !  in  evil  hour  to  rifk  thy  life,  300 

That  fhield  was  left,  thy  pledge  of  future  ftrife : 
♦OnLANDO*  t  Rinaldo. 

I  come 
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I  come  to  prove  how  well  with  me  in  fight. 

Thy  hand  defends  that  enfign  red  and  white : 

If  here  thou  fairft,  thy  force  can  ill  contend 

Thofe  arms  againft  Orlando  to  defend.  305 

Then  Dardineilo  thus — Hear  one  who  dares 
Proteft  thofe  honours  which  in  field  he  bears : 
1  truft  thefe  colours,  red  and  white,  proclaim 
Lefs  pledge  of  ftrife  than  pledge  of  future  fame : 
Think  hot,  though  young,  to  make  me  fly  the  field. 
Or  e'er  to  thee  this  glorious  trophy  yield.  311 

My  death  alone  on  thee  my  arms  beftows : 
But  Heaven  th'  event  far  other  may  dilpofe  s 
And  never,  never  fhall  my  deeds  difgrace 
The  lineal  praife  of  my  illuftrious  race.  315 

He  faid ;  and  as  he  Ipoke  with  brandifli'd  fword 
Intrepid  rufh'd  on  Mount  Albano's  lord : 
A  chilling  fear  each  Pagan  foe  opprefs'd, 

« 

And  froze  the  blood  in  every  panting  bread  -, 
When  ftern  Rinaldo,  eager  for  the  fight,  320 

Refiftlefs  flew  to  engage  the  blooming  knight. 
A  lion. thus  (that  in  the  pafture  views 
A  bull  that  ne'er  the  heifer  yet  purlues) 
3prings  on  his  prey — firft:  aim'd  the  Pagan  foe 
Againft  Mambrino's  helm  the  fruitlefs  blow.  325 

Now 
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Now  learn  (with  fmile  levere  Rinaldo  cry'd) 

If  this  right  hand  can  beft  the  weapon  guide. 

At  once  he  fpurr'd,  and  to  the  fiery  horfe 

Gave  up  the  reins,  when  driven  with  naatchlefs  force 

Through  his  white  breafl:  the  fword  a  paflage  found. 

Till  at  his  back  appeared  the  grizzly  wound :         331 

The  fteel  drawn  forth,  drew  forth  the  vital  breath. 

And  cold  and  pale  the  body  funk  in  death. 

Like  ibme  fair  flower,  whofe  vivid  luftre  fades. 

If  chance  the  ploughman's  fliare  its  ftalk  invades  5  235 

Or  heavy  poppies,  charg'd  with  dews  or  rain. 

That  hang  their  heads  low  drooping  on  the  plain : 
So  from  his  face  the  rofy  colour  flies. 
So  Dardinello  finks,  and  finking  dies : 
He  dies,  and  inftant  with  their  chief  is  fled  340 

The  fl:rength,  the  courage  of  the  hoft  he  led. 
As  where  huge  works  of  human  art  reftrain 
The  floods  that  elfe  would  deluge  all  the  plain. 
Whene'er  the  mounds  are  burfl:,  the  rufliing  tide 
With  roaring  noife  efcapes  on  every  fide  :  345 

The  powers  of  Afric  thus,  who  fcorn'd  to  yield 
While  Dardinello's  name  infpir'd  the  field. 
Soon  as  they  faw  the  leader  breathlefs  lie, 
Diipers'd  and  broken  o'er  the  plains  they  fly.     ^ 

What 
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What  numbers  fell  where  Ariodantes  fought,         350 
Who  next  Rinaldo  deeds  of  prowefs  wrought ! 
Thefe  Lionel,  and  thofe  Zerbino  quell'd  j 
AH  feem'd  to  ftrive  who  moft  in  arms  excell'd. 
Charles,  mindful  of  his  fame,  the  battle  wag'd : 
There  Olivero,  Turpin,  Guido  rag'd;  355 

There  jSalamone  fought,  Ugero  there  engag'd. 
When  Agramant  faw  nothing  could  reflore 
The  day,  nor  hop'd  to  fee  Biferta  more. 
The  fate  he  could  not  Ihun  refign'd  to  meet. 
His  ftandards  turned,  he  bade  to  found  retreat.      ^60 
Such  was  the  panic  of  the  routed  hoft. 
That  countlefs  numbers  in  the  Seine  were  loft. 
Each  king  and  chief  with  lage  Sobrino  try'd 
The  reft  in  order  from  the  field  to  guide : 
But  here  nor  king,  nor  fage,  nor  chief  pre vail'd      365 
With  prayer  or  threat,  fuch  fear  each  breaft  aflaird* 
Soon  to  their  camp  retir^,  in  dire  difmay. 
The  wretched  Pagans  in  their  trenches  lay :  . 
When  Charles,  who  meant  not;  Fortune  fhovild  be  loft, 
Purfu'd  the  flying  foe  with  all  his  hoft^  370 

But  rifing  night  his  glorious  ardor  ftay'd. 
And  wrapt  the  warring  world  in  friendly  ihade ; 
Perghance  by  Heaven  more  fwlfdy  fent,  to  give 
The  creatures  of  his  hand  to  breathe  and  live. 

No 


Book  VIl.  ORLANDO.  269 

No  more  imperial  Charles  to  Paris  tum'd,         375 
But  pitch'd  his  tents  without,  where  kindled  burn'd 
The  frequent  fires :  the  foes  befieg'd,  with  care 
Sink  deep  the  trenches  and  the  works  repair, 
O'erwatch  the  whole,  bid  every  guard  awake. 
Nor  all  the  live-long  night  their  arms  forfake.       380 

The  Saracens,  whom  chilling  fears  opprefs. 
Along  their  mournful  lines  in  deep  diftrefs 
Lament  and  weep,  while  half  conceal'd-  and  low. 
The  fighs  break  forth,  and  hufh'd  the  forrows  flow. 
Some  for  their  Haughter'd  friends  or  kindred  groan. 
Some,  others'  fufFerings;  fome  bewail  their  own;   386 
And  fome,  more  wretched^  with  foreboding  mind 
Revolve  ftill  greater  evils  yet  behind. 

Two  Moorifh  youths  there  were  of  humble  race. 
In  Ptolomita  was  their  native  place ;  390 

Whofe  ftory  told  to  every  ear  may  prove 
A  rare  example  of  unblemifli'd  love : 
Thefe,  Cloridano  and.Medoro  caird. 
Firm  in  good  times,  in  evil  unappall'd. 
To  Dardinello  loyal  friendfhip  bore,  39^ 

And  late  with  him  had  crofs'd  from  Afric's  fliore. 
A  hunter's  life  bold  Cloridano  led. 
His  limbs  robufl?  to  ftrength  and  fwifrnefs  bred  3 

Medoro's 


•  ^^ 
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Medaro's  opening  youth  but  fcarce  began 
To  Ihade  the  rofe  with  down  and  promife  man.     400 
Of  all  that  join'd  the  Pagan's  threatening  arms. 
Not  one  excell'd  his  mien  and  blooming  charms : 
Black  were  his  eyes,  his  locks  like  golden  wire ; 
So  feems  fome  angel  of  the  heavenly  choir  !  404 

Thefe  two,  with  numbers  more,  by  chance  ordainM 
To  guard  the  works,  the  midnight  watch  maintained. 

Medoro  ftiH  (while  tears  his  cheeks  fufibfe) 
The  dear  remembrance  of  his  lord  renews, 
Almontes'  fon,  brave  Dardinello  flain, 
Expos'd  unburied  on  the  naked  plain :  410 

When,  turning  to  his  friend,  he  thus  exprefs'd 
The  generous  feelings  of  a  loyal  breafl". 
Shall  he,  O  Cloridano,  to  the  brood 
Of  wolves  and  ravens  yield  too  precious  food  ? 
He,  whofe  pail  goodnefs  ever  muft  awake  415 

My  grateful  love,  till  life  this  frame  fbrfake  ? 
And,  ah !  (hould  life  for  him  in  tribute  flow. 
Not  all  could  pay  the  mighty  debt  I  owe ! 
Then  to  yon  heaps  of  carnage  let  me  fly. 
Where  cold  on  earth  his  limbs  difhonour'd  lie ;      420 
Remain  thou  here,  that  if  refiftlefs  fate 
Decrees  my  death,  thou  may'fl  that  death  relate : 

And 


Book:  VII.         ORLANDO.  271 

And  fhould  not  Heaven  my  pious  vows  fucceed. 
At  leaft  pofterity  will  praife  the  deed. 

With  Ipeechlefs  wonder  Cloridano  hears  425 

Such  faith  and  courage  in  fuch  early  years ; 
And  (for  he  held  him  dear)  he  flxives  to  make 
The  dauntlefs  youth  his  rafh  defign  forfake. 
But  grief,  like  his,  no  comfort  can  control ; 
Nor  reafon  change  the  purpofe  of  his  foul,  430 

A  grave  on  Dardinello  to  beftow, 
Or  in  the  great  attempt  his  life  forego. 

When  Cloridano  long  in  vain  had  try'd 
Each  friendly  plea — Yet  let  me  Ihare  (he  cry'd) 
The  pious  talk — I  too  afpire  to  raife  435 

From  fuch  a  death  the  meed  of  endlefs  praife. 
Should  I,  deprived  of  thee,  Medoro,  live. 
What  future  joy  can  wretched  being  give  ? 

This  faid  j  they  point  fupplies  their  place  to  take, 
Then  leave  the  trenches  and  the  camp  forfake  j     44a 
And  foon  arrive  where,  funk  in  heavy  fleep. 
Our  cardefs  bands  the  watch  no  longer  keep ; 
'Midft  arms,  and  cars,  and  coiirfers  ftretch'd  fupine. 
In  flumber  lock'd  and  drench'd  in  fumes  of  wine. 
His  fteps  awhile  here  Cloridano  ftay'd  -,  445 

SJiall  I  not  fcize  the  prefent  hour  (he  (aid) 

Now, 
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Now  now,  Medoro,  on  yon  hoftile  train 
To  wreak  my  vengeance  for  my  patron  flain  ? 
Here  liften  thou !— and  watch  with  heedful  eye. 
Left  unawares  fome  waking  foe  defcry  450 

Our  bold  attempt,  while  here  my  wrath  I  (lake. 
And  through  the  camp  our  bloody  paflage  make^ 

He  faid ;  and  ceafing,  o'er  the  trenches  ftept. 
And  firft  he  came  where  learned  Alpheus  flept : 
But  late  th'  imperial  court  of  Charles  he  fought,    455 
In  magic,  herbs,  and  arts  prophetic  taught : 
Here  fail'd  his  fkill,  that  Ikill  fo  oft  believ'd  i 
While  to  himfelf,  the  witlefs  feer  deceiy'd. 
Long  years  of  life  had  promis'd,  fafe  from  harnnsi 
And  death  at  laft  in  his  lov'd  confort*s  arms.         4601 
Deep  in  his  throat  the  fword  the  Pagan  fcnt. 
And  his  foul  iflu'd  at  the  fanguine  vent. 
Then  Palidon  of  Moncaliri  bleeds, 
Who  thoughtlefs  flept  between  the  harnefs'd  ftccds# 
Next  Grillo,  fwill'd  with  wine,  fecurely  lay  465 

In  peaceful  reft  to  doze  the  fumes  away : 
Large  meafures  had  he  quafF'd,  and  ftill  extends 
In  dreams  the  draught  which  Cloridano  ends« 
A  Greek  and  Belgian  pcrifli'd  near  his  fide. 
Who  long  by. night  the  dice  and  goblet  ply'd.    .    47C^ 

Thrice 
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[  Thrice  happy !  had  they  ply'd  till  reddening  nlotn 
From  filver  Indus  made  her  wifli'd  return. 
Hut  Fate  would  lofe  on  ^arth  his  fovereign  power, 
Could  man  with  prefcience  read  the  future  hour. 

As  the  gaunt  lion,  at  the  favage  call  47  5 

Of  hunger,  overleaps  the  nightly  flail ; 
Then  kills,  arid  rends  the  Iheep  with  cruel  paws. 
To  glut  with  bloody  food  his  ravenous  jaws  2 
The  Pagan  thus>  amidft  our  fenfelcfs  crew 
Immersed  in  flumberi  helplels  wretches  flew :         480 
Nor  yet  he  rag*d  with  bold  Medoro's  fteelj 
Who  fcom'd  that  vulgar  lives  his  force  ftiould  feel. 

He  came  where  duke  Labretto  lay  endos'd 
By  his  lov'd  confort's  arms,  in  fleep  repos'd  2 
No  air  could  glide  between^  fo  clofe  they  lay,       48  5 
Medoro's  falchion  lopt  their  heads  away : 
O  envy'd  death !  for  fure  their  fouls  conjoin'd 
In  like  embrace,  one  happy  ftroke  confign'd 
To  thpfe  bleft  regions  to  receive  above 
The  meed  of  joy  and  never-dying  love !  49Q 

Malindo  next  he  flew ;  and  at  his  fide. 
Brave  Ardelico  and  his  brother  dy'd, 
The  fbns  of  Flanders*  earl,  whom  lately  prais'd 
For  martial  virtue,  Charles  had  newly  rais'd 

Vol.  I.  T  To 
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To  knighthood's  rank,  and  cither  gave  to  hold,     495 
Mix'd  with  their  arms,  the  fleur-de-lys  of  gold. 
Thefe  from  the  field  that  glorious  day  he  viewed 
Their  weapons  bring  with  hoftile  gore  bedew'd. 
And  promised  each  in  Friza  large  domain : 
But  foon  Medoro  made  fuch  promife  vain.  ^00 

Thus  flaughtering  on,  advanced  th*  infidious  two ; 
At  length  they  near  the  rich  pavilions  drew. 
Where  round  the  tent  of  Charles,  in  arms  prepared, 
The  Paladins,  by  turn,  maintain'd  the  guard. 
Here  from  their  bloody  work  the  Pagans  ceas'd,   505 
And  ftieath'd  their  falchions  and  dieir  fteps  reprefs'd. 

Firft  Cloridano  led  die  way,  to  find 
Their  fureft  track ;  his  friend  piirfu'd  behind. 
At  length  they  came  where,  in  a  field  of  blood,     509 
With  falchions,  bows,  and  ftiields,  and  lances  ftrow^J, 
Men  mix*d  with  fteeds,  the  poor  with  wealthy  lay. 
And  kings  with  flaves  reduc'd  to  common  clay. 
Fix'd  on  the  flcy  Medoro  bent  his  fight. 
And  thus  addrefs'd  the  regent  of  the  night. 

O  facred  emprcfs !  by  our  fathers  fam'd,  515 

Who  rightly  thee  their  triple  goddefs  nam'd ! 
Thou,  who  in  heaven,  in  earth,  or  deepeft  hell. 
Through  various  forms  in  glory  canft  excel  \ 

Who 
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Who  wear'ft.  a  huntrefs'  garb  in  woods  to  trace 
The  haunts  of  monfters  and  the  fylvan  race ;         52^. 
Show  me  my  murder'd  lord  in  blood  imbru'd. 
Who,  while  he  liv'd,  thy  hailow'd  fports  purfu'd. 

At  this,  by  chance  or  at  his  earnefl:  prayer. 
The  moon  refplendent  through  the  vaporous  air 
Pierc'd  the  ftiH  gloom  \  as  when  in  virgin  charms  525 
She  came  all  naked  to  Endymion's  arms. 
Paris  with  either  camp  received  the  beam : 
The  plains  and  mountains  whiten'd  in  the  gleam : 
Martir  and  -Liri's  diftant  hills  were  bright, 
This  rifing  to  the  left,  and  that  the  right:  530 

But  rays  more  dazzling  mark'd  the  fatal  plain 
Where  lay  Almontes'  valiant  offspring  flain. 
As  near  his  lord  Medoro  weeping  drew,* 

Hirh  by  his  arms  and  fhield'5  device  he  knew ; 

In  accents  low  and  murmurs  fcarcely  heard  535 

He  breath'd  his  grief  ^  yet  think  not  that  he  fcarM 

To  rifk  a  being  he  no  longer  priz'd  \ 

His  generous  foul  fuch  abjeft  thoughts  defpis'd  j 

But  moft  he  fear'd  fome  evil  chance  to  find 

T'  obftrudt  the  pious  deed  his  foul  defign'd.  \      54a 

Now,  on  their  llioulders  laid,  the  friendly  pair 

>  •  •  •         • 

The  breathlefs  corfe,  with  zeal  divided,  bear. 

T  %  Soon 
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Soon  came  the  God  who  gives  to  day  its  birth, 
The  ftars  to  chace  from  Hcaven>  the  Ihades  from 

earth  J 
When  brave  Zerbino,  from  whofe  virtuous  breaft  545 
A  general's  duty  drove  ignoble  reft, 
Whofe  arm  had  chac'd  the  fearful  Moors  by  night> 
Returned  to  feek  the  camp  at  dawn  of  light ; 
With  him  a  band  of  knights — thefe  foon  beheld 
The  diftant  friends  flow  moving  o*er  the  field.       5  50 
Now,  now,  my  brother !  caft  our  load  afide. 
And  urge  our  fwiftnefs  (Cloridano  cry^) ; 
'Twere  far  unmeet,  while  from  the  deathfiil  plain 
We  bear  one  corfe,  two  living  Ihould  be  flain. 

This  faid,,  he  quits  his  hold,  nor  doubts  to  make 
His  friend  Medoro  now  th'  attempt  foriake  \        556 
But  he,  whofe  pious  love  more  firm  remained. 
The  whole  dear  burden  by  himfelf  fuftain'd. 
Meanwhile  the  firft  his  feet  for  fafety  ply'd. 
And  deem'd  his  lov'd  Medoro  at  his  fide,  560 

The  horfe>  deterfnin'd  thefe  fliould  die  or  yield. 
Some  here,  fome  there  difperfing  o'er  the  field. 
Cut  oflf  the  means  of  flight :  their  leader  near 
Inflames  their  zeal :  by  every  mark  of  fear. 
By  every  femblance,  well  obferv'd,  he  knew  ^65 

r 

That  thefe  were  warriors  of  the  hoftile  crew, 

Kot 
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Not  far  remote  an  ancient  foreft  ftood, 
Perplex'd  with  thickening  trees  and  dwarfifh  wood. 
Where  not  a  tr^cjk  the  tangled  paths  dilplay'd. 
But  foot  of  beafts  that  trod  the  gloomy  fhacje :      579 
Thither  the  Pagans  fled,  in  hope  to  meet 
Amid  the  friendly  boughs  a  fafe  retreat, 
Soon  Cloridano  caxne  to  where  his  ear 
No  more  the  found  of  trampling  horfe  could  hear : 
But  when  he  mifs*d  his  friend— r-What  chance  (he  cry'd) 
Could  from  myfelf  my  better  felf  divide  ?  57# 

Thee  could  I  leave,  who  late  wert  wont  to  ihare 
My  neareft  thoughts  ?  Is  this  my  pious  care  ? 
Unknowing  when  or  where,  from  thee  I  part. 
Friend  of  my  choice  and  brother  of  my  heart !       580 

He  faid  \  and  ipeaking,  through  the  winding  fhade 

r 

The  track  reprinted  he  before  had  made ; 
Sought  what  he  left,  and  fwift  with  panting  breath 
Returning  trod  (he  way  that  led  to  death. 
He  hears  the  foes,  he  hears  the  courfer$*  noife,      585 
And  nearer  hears  the  riders*  threatening  voice  s 
And,  ah !  too  late  his  dear  Medoro  knows. 
Whom  helplefs  and  on  foot  a  hundred  horfe  inclofe. 
This  troop  Zerbino  leads,  and  gives  command 
Tp  feize  the  youth,  who  prefs'd  on  every  hand,     590 

T  3  At 


> 
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At  length  unable  longer  to  fuftain 

His  honour'd  burthen,  lays  it  on  the  plain ; 

Yet  hovering  near,  he  ftill  his  lord  attends. 

And  to  the  laft  his  breathlefs  charge  defends. 

So  when,  in  deep-fequefter'd  mountain  fhades,       595 

The  hunter-troop  a  bear's  retreat  invades ; 

Around  her  young  the  favage  mother  howls 

In  dreadful  anguifh  and  with  fury  growls ; 

While  inbred  ftrength  impels  her  oft  to  fly 

On  the  bold  foe,  and  deep  in  carnage  dye  6o« 

Her  reeking  jaws,  maternal  love  reftrains 

Her  rage,  and  with  her  cubs  the  beaft  detains. 

Now  Cloridano,  hopelefs  of  his  ftate. 
Yet  fix'd  in  death  to  fhare  Medoro's  fate, 
Sv/ift  from  the  quiver  chofe  the  pointed  reed,         605 
And  took  concealed  his  aim  with  bloody  fpeed  : 
It  reach'd  a  Spot,  and,  buried  in  his  braini 
Hurl'd  from*  his  faddle  lifelefs  to  the  plaiin. 
At  once  the  Chriftians  turn'd  with  anxious  view. 
Exploring  whence  the  murderous  weapon  flew:     610 
IVIean  time  another  by  the  Pagan  fent, 
With  equal  aim  to  pierce  the  fecond  went, 
Who^  while  he  loud  enquired  what  unfeen  hand 
Had  drawn  the  bow,  and  rav'd  amid  the-  band, 

•      *  Th« 
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The  hiffing  dart  drove  on,  his  weazon  cleft,  615 

And  while  he  ipoke  his  tongue  of  fpeech  bereft. 

No  more  thfcir  chief  Zcrbino  now  repell'd 
Th'  indignant  wrath  that  in  his  bofom  fwell'd. 
But  rufliing  on  Medoro — Thou  fhalt  bear 
The  guilt—he  cry'd,  and  feiz'd  his  golden  hair*     620 
But,  fixing  on  his  face  an  earneft  look, 
Compaflion  kindled  and  forbade  the  fliroke. 
As  thus  the  youth  his  pitying  grace  implor'd : 

0  !  by  that  God,  in  Chriftian  lands  ador'd  ! 

Steel  not  thy  heart,  Sir  knight !  but  let  me  pay     625 
The  laft  fad  honours  to  this  facred  clay  : 

1  afk  not  life — O  !  give  rne  but  to  breathe 

« 

Till  to  his  tomb  my  fovereign  I  bequeath. 
Medoro  thus  his  moving  fuit  addrefs'd, 
.   In  words  to  pierce  the  mcft  obdurate  breaft :         630 
Zerbino  foon,  his  wrath  decreafing,  felt 
His  manly  foul  with  tender  forrow  melt ; 
When,  lo  !  while  yet  the  fuppliant  mourner  pray'd, 
A  knight,  by  more  than  brutal  fury  fwayM, 
To  pity  deaf,  regardlefs  of  his  lord,  6j5 

With  cruel  Ipear  the  ftripling's  bofom  gor'd. 
With  fierce  difpleafure  good  Zerbino  view'd 
The  youth  all  pale  and  weltering  in  his  blood. 

T  4  Thou 
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Thou  flialt  not  perifh  unreveng'd  (he  faid} 
And  fudden  turned  upon  di*  oflfender's  head  640 

To  wreak  the  deed ;  but  wheeling  round,  the  knight 
His  courier  Ipurr'd  and  urg'd  his  rapid  flight. 
When  Cloridano,  where  he  Hood  conceard^^ 
Beheld  Medoro  proftrate  on  the  field. 
He  left  the  covert,  caft  afide  the  bow,  645 

And  rulh'd  in  frantic  rage  amidft  the  foe, 

«  ■ 

From  numerous  fwords  his  welcome  fate  he  found. 
And  ftain'd  with  gulhing  blood  the  thirlly  ground  i 
Till  life  faft  ebbing  with  the  vital  tide. 
He  funk  contented  by  Medoro*s  fide.  650 

The  Scots  then  followed  where  their  chief  they  view'3, 
Who  through  the  wdods  his  angry  way  purfu'd. 
Long  time  in  helplcfs  ftate  Medoro  lay. 
While  vigour  flow'd  in  purple  ftreams  away: 
When,  fcnt  by  fortune  to  his  timely  aid,  655 

A  damfel  came  in  cottage  weeds  array'd ; 
Of  humble  garb  !  but  of  a  form  moft  rare. 
Of  foft  demeanour  and  majeftic  air : 
Angelica,  through  every  region  known. 
The  heirefs  of  Cathay's  imperial  throne  j  660 

Who  joyful  late  her  Wondrous  ring  regained, 
And  every  noble  lovcrt  tows  difdain'd  -, 

But 
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But  Love,  who  long  had  mark'd  his  flighted  power, 
Rclblv'd  to  bear  her  cold  contempt  no  more. 
By  poor  Medoro  took  his  watchful  ftand,  665 

And  brac'd  his  bow,  and  held  his  fliafts  in  hand. 

Soon  as  Angelica  widi  fad  furvey 
Beheld  the  youth,  who  pale  and  wounded  lay. 
Strange  pity  touch'd  her  while  flie  lifliening  hung 
To  hear  the  tale  that  falter'd  on  his  tongue.  670 

Once  in  a  lovely  mead,  with  fearching  view, 
A  plant  Ihe  met  whofe  virtues  well  flic  knew; 
This  now  flie  fought,  and  gathering  fwift  returned   . 
To  where  his  flaughter'd  lord  Medoro  mourn'd. 
Atnidft  her  way  a  fimple  fwain  flie  view'd,  .  675 

Who  through  the  foreft  on  his  horfe  purfu'd 
A  gende  heifer,  that  abroad  to  roam 
(Then  pafl:  two  days)  had  left  her  ruftic  home. 
The  fwain  flie  led,  where,  ifl!uing  with  his  blood, 
pafl:  and  more  fall  Medoro's  vigour  flowed.  680 

The  virgin  from  her  palfrey  now  defcends. 
The  peafant  lighting  on  her  fteps  attends ; 
The  plant  fhe  bruiles  with  a  ftone,  and  ftands 
Tempering  the  juice  between  her  ivory  hands. 
This  o'er  his  breaft  fhe  fheds  with  fovereign  art,    685 
And  bathes  with  gentle  touch  the  wounded  part : 

The 
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1^ he  wound  fuch  virtue  from  the  juice  derives. 

At  oncc^thc  blood  is  ftaunch'd,  the  youth  revives; 

Wondering  lie  feels  a  fuddea  ftrdngth  beftow'd. 

And  xhQuhts  the  horfe  which  late  the  fhepherd  rode  -, 

Yet  went  not  thence,  till  duly  firil  difpos'd  691 

"He  faw,his  breathlefs  prince  with  earth  inclos'd  j 

Andi  laid  by' noble  Dardiriello  dead, 

dHis  Cloridano  in  one  fuaeral  bed. 

The  vji^n-to  the  Ihephcrd's  cot  convey 'd  695 

The  wqunded  youth,  and  there  in  pity  ftay'd 

To  yait  his  health  reftor'd ;  fo  deep  her  breaft 

Retaia'd  the  thoughts  which  firft  his  fight  imprefs'd. 

:    Begirt  ^/^ith  hills  and  bofoni'd  in  a  wood. 

Of  ftrufture  neat,  the  peafant's  dwelling  flood,       700 

Which  late  himfelf  had  rais'd ;  his  faithful  wife. 

And  children,  partners  of  his  humble  life. 

The  damfel  there  Medoro  foon  xeftor^d 

To  wonted  ftrength,  but  ah !  meantime  deplor'd 

Her  own  deep  wound,  that  rankled  in  her  heart     705 

With  heavier  anguifh  from  a  viewlefs  dart. 

Still,  flill  fhe  loves — and  while  her  care  is  /hown 

To  cure  another's  pains,  forgets  her  own. 

He  gains,  fhe  lofes  ftrength ;  and  now,  by  turns, 

Widi^cold  file  freezes,  and  with  heat  fhe  burns.     7  jo 

From 
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From  day  to  day  improv'd  his  beauty  ftiines : 

She,  haplefs  maid,  with  wafting  forrow  pines. 

Like  fleecy  fnows  that  in  the  warmth  of  day 

In  heaps  diflblve  before  the  folar  ray : 

Sick  with  delire,  from  him  fhe  would  receive         715 

What  only  can  her  fouFs  dear  cares  relieve. 

Hence  to  her  virgin  fhame  fhe  loos'd  the  ties. 

And  gave  her  tongue  the  licence  of  her  eyes ; 

Till  he,  unconfcious  of  the  wound  he  made. 

Heard  her  with  fighs  implore  his  pitying  aid.         7  20 

O  brave  Orlando!  O  Circaflia's  king ! 
What  are  the  virtues  that  unheeded  Ipring 
In  breafts  like  yours !  In  vain  your  boafted  fame ; 
Where  now  the  meed  your  glorious  labours  claim  ? 
O  ftern  Ferrau !  O  thoufands  more  unnam'd,         725 
That  oft  her  heart  with  truth  and  courage  claim'd , 
How  would  you  now  with  jealous  pa,ngs  behold 
A  rival's  happy  arms  her  limbs  enfold ! 
Angelica,  to  fanftify  her  flame, 

« 

With  holy  marriage  rites  concealed  the  fhame :      730 
Love  prefent  fmil'd,  and  to  the  nuptial  bed 
The  fhepherd's  wife  the  blufhihg  fair-one  led. 

One  happy  month,  befitting  where  they  dwelled   ^ 
In  humble  roof,  a  ruftic  feaft  they  held. 

The 
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The  damfel,  never  abfent  from  his  fight,  735 

Hangs  on  her  lover  with  untir'4  delight ; 

For  ever  round  him  glues  her  twining  arms. 

And  clafps  his  neck,  and  kindles  at  his  charms. 

With  him  in  Ipwly  cot,  pr  leafy  bower. 

By  night,  by  day,  fhe  waftes  the  fleeting  hour,        740 

At  morn  and  eve  by  cryftal  ftr^ams  they  ftray. 

Or  trace  the  verdant  meadow's  flowery  way* 

At  fultry  noon  they  feek  a  gloomy  cave,    , 

LiJ^ie  that  which  from  the  ftorm  a  fhelter  gave. 

What  time  the  Trojan  prince  and  Tyriaq  queen  *  745 

Their  love§  entrufled  to  the  f^cred  fc?i>e. 

Wherever  a  tree  its  vercfant  boughs  difplay^d 

O'er  rills  and  founts  to  cafl:  a  waving  fhade. 

The  knife  and  pointed  fteel  the  bark  imprefs'd. 

And  oft  the  rocks  their  fportive  toys  confefs'd.       75c> 

A  thoufand  parts  reyeal'd  their  nnjutual  flames^ 

A  thoufand  places  ftiow'd  the  lovers'  names^ 

Angelica  and  her  Medoro  twin'd^ 

In  pofied  wreaths  and  amorous  knots  combined. 

Now  rolling  time  reprov'd  the  damfePs  ftay,     755 
And  urg'd  her  to  refume  her  purposed  way. 
In  India's  realms,  at  rich  Cadiay  to  crown 
Her  dear  Medoro  on  the  regal  throne, 

♦  ^NEAS  and  Dido. 

Arou(i4 
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Around  her  arm  a  golden  circlet  brac'd  , 

Of  rareft  worth,  with  Iparkling  jewels  grac'd,         760 
In  fign  of  brave  Orlando's  love  Ihe  wore. 
And  long  preferv'd  die  valu'd  gift  (he  bore. 
This  midft  the  ifle  of  tears  *  Ihe  ftrangely  kept, 
(Where  captive  dames  their  cruel  fortune  wept.) 
Now,  wanting  gold  to  give  the  fimple  pair,  765 

The  Ihepherd  and  his  wife,  whofe  honeft  care 
Show'd,  while  the  lovers  (har^d  their  homely  board. 
Such  friendly  welcome  as  their  means  afford ; 
This  from  her  arm  fhe  drew,  and  bade  the  fwain 
The  valu'd  treafure  for  her  fake  retain.  770 

Now  tow'rds  the  fteepy  hills  the  lovers  ride. 
The  fteejt)y  hills  that  France  from  Spain  divide. 
Thence  leek  fome  vefTel,  with  propitious  gale 
To  loofe  for  eaftern  lands  the  fpreading  fail ; 
And  foon  a  veflel  found,  that  fafely  bore  775 

The  happy  pair  to  India's  ipicy  fliore. 

♦  E  B  U  D  A. 
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The     ARCuMtNT. 

AsTOLPHo  is  difmifled  with  prefents  from  Logiftilla,  who 
iends  Andronica  and  Sophryilna  to  condud  him  fafely  on  his 
voyage.  They  reach  the  gulph  of  Perfia,  whence  Aftolpho 
purfues  his  journey  alone  by  land.  His  adventures  with  the 
giant  Coligorant  and  the  magician  Orilo.  His  meeting 
with  the  two  brothers  Gryphon  and  AquilanU  All  three 
enter  Jerufalem,  where  they  are  hofpitably  received  by  the 
Chriftian  regent,  Sanfonetto.  Gryphon  hears  unwelcome 
news  of  his  miftrefs  Origilla;  he  departs  in  fearch  of  her, 
and  meets  her  in  company  with  Martano,  her  new  lover : 
he  is  deceived  by  her  fpeeches  :  they  all  go  together  to  Da- 
mafcus,  where  they  are  entertained  by  a  knight,  and  agree  to 
be  prefent  at  a  tournament  given  by  king  Norandino.  The 
tournament.  Cowardice  of  Martano.  Valour  of  Gryphon. 
Martano  by  fraud  ^ol^tains  the  prize  of  the  jufts,  and  Gry- 
phon is  openly  put  to  ^lame  ;  afterwards  being  fet  at  liber- 
ty«  he,  to  revenge  his  difgrace,  makes  great  flaughter  among 
the  people  of  Damafcuis,  till  he  is  at  length  appeafed  by 
Norandino. 
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ASTOLPHd  how  in  India  feems  to  mourn 
His  exil'd  ftatCi  and  languifh  to  return ; 
As  promised  oft  by  her>  whofe  power  had  quell'd 
Alcina^s  navy^  and  her  flight  compeird  t 
Her*s  was  the  care  to  Ipeed  him  on  his  Way^  5 

'To  (hield  from  danger  and  prevent  delay: 
For  this  a  galky  had  ihe  kunch'd^  the  befl: 
That  ever  ploughed  the  curling  ocean's  breaflj 
And  left  (for  fo  her  fears  had  oft  divin'd) 
Alcina  fhould  impede  his  coiirfe  defign'd^  io 

She  Andronica  fends  with  fhips  prepared. 
And  fair  Sophroiyne,  the  knight  to  guard  5   * 
Till  in  his  fight  th'  Arabian  fea  appeared, 
AiidArough  the  Perfic  ride  his  veffel  Actr*dt 
'  Vol-  L  U  S^c 
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She  bids  him  rather  coaft  the  Scythian  Ihore,  i  j 

And  Nabatei  and  India's  realmi^  explore^ 

With  Perfia's  gulph,  than  tempt  the  feas  wlicre  rave 

Eternal  winds  that  fwell  the  northern  wave. 

And  where,  for  many  a  month,  no  fun  difplays 

Above  th'  horizon  his  enlivening  rays.  '    ao 

Thus  all  diipos'd,  the  dame  with  friendly  heart 
Now  grants  the  duke  permiflion  to  depart ; 
And,  left  a  hoftile  power  fhould  once  again 
His  lenfes  fetter  in  fome  magic  chain. 
She  on  the  knight  a  wondrous  book  beftow/d,         25 
Which,  fair  to  fee,  full  niany  a  fecret  ftiowM : 
This  for  her  fake  he  took — a  faithful  guide, 
A  guard  againft  enchantments  to  provide. 
Here,  while  his  eyes  the  learned  leaves  perufe, 
•  Each  fpelful  myftery  explained  he  views.       .  ja 

Another  gift  fhe  brought  of  magic  power 
(A  gift  fo  rare  was  never  feen  before) 
A  founding  horn  that  fcatters  inllant  fear 
With  horrid  noife  in  every  trembling  ear : 
Such  was  the  din,  where'er  its  echoes  lpread>  3  ^ 

The  boldeft  knight,  appall'd  with  terror,  fled : 
Not  fuch  the  mingled  roar,  when  winds  refound. 
When    thunders  '  roll,  and    eartliquakes    r«ck    the 
ground { 

Rick 
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Rkh  ia  tht  fairy*s  gifts,  th'  intrepid  duke 
iHis'  laft  f^ewell  with  grateful  feeling  txx)k :  40 

He  leaves  the  port,  the  quiet  bay  he  kaves. 
And  in  his  poop  the  prolperous  breeze  receives. 
And  now  along  the  fpicy  Ihore  he  fUes> 
Where  Indians  rich  and  peopled  towns  arife ; 
He  fees  a  thoufand  ifles  on  either  hand  45 

Di^ers'd^-and  now  he  views  Tomafo^s  land  t 
The  golde!^  foil  of  Chcrfonefus  pafl:> 
He  ploughs  the  billows  df.the  watery  waftc  5 
And  viewsj^^  as  near  he  coafts  the  fertile  Ihores, 
Where  Ganges  to  the  fea  Ws  waters  pours  50 

With  whitening  foam— he  Taprobana  views. 
And  Coris  next  i  and  now  his  courfe  purfues, 
Where  mariners  £h^  advancing  cliffs  furvey. 
That  form,  with  feas  confiri'd,  a  narrow  bay. 
At  length  the  realm  of  Cochin  he  perceives,  55 

And  thence  the  furtheft  bound  of  India  leaves. 

While  thus  Aftolpho  cuts  the  briny,  tide. 
Safe  in  the  condud  of  a  ikilful  guide. 
He  Andronica  afks,  if  e'er  'twas  known 
That  regions,  titled  from  the  fetting  fun,  60 

Had  fent  a  venturous  bark,  with  oars  and  fails. 
To  catch  in  eaftern  feas  the  driving  gales; 

tJ  2  Or 
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Or  veffels  thence  their  conftant  track  might  keep. 
To  France  or  Britain,  thro'  th'  unfathom'd  deep. 

Then  Andronica  thus — The  earth,  embrac'd       65 
With  ocean's  arms  that  circle  round  her  waift. 
On  every  part  collefted  waters  lees. 
Where  fumraers  fcorch  them,  or  where  winters  freeze : 
But  lince,  where  ^Ethiopia  fouth  extends. 
Far  tow'rds  the  pole  the  fkvage  land  defcends,         70 
There  are  who  fay  that  Neptune's  power  withftood. 
Here  finds  a  barrier  to  th'  indignant  flood. 
Hence  from  our  clime  no  veflel  courts  the  breeze. 
To  Ipread  her  darip.g  fail  on  Europe's  feas; 
Nor  pilot  yet,  from  diftant  Europe,  braves  75 

The  lengthen'd  tides  to  ftem  our  eaftern  waves. 
Far  in  the  weft,  when  years  their  courfe  have  roU'd, 
I  fee  new  Argonauts  their  fails  unfold ; 
And  many  a  Tiphys  ocean's  depths  explore. 
To  open  wondrous  ways  untry'd  before.  80 

Some  coafting  round  the  fhelves  of  Afric,  trace 
Th'  extended  country  of  the  fable  race, 

r 

To  pafs  the  line  whence  blazing  Phoebus  burns, 
» 

And  to  your  realms  from  Capricorn  returns : 

At  length  the  Cape's  extrcmeft  point  they  gain        85 

That  feems  to  part  from  ours  the  weftern  main :    ' 

Each 
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Each  clime  they  view,  and  fearch,  with  ceafelefs  toils. 
The  Perfian,  Indian,  and  Arabian  ifles. 
Some  pafs  the  pillars  rais'd  on  either  ftrand. 
The  well-known  labour  of  Alcides'  hand  ;  90 

And,  like  the  circling  fun,  with  fails  unfurl'd. 
Explore  new  lands  in  fome  remoter  world- 
While  Andronica  many  a  chief  diiplays 
Whofe  future  deeds  ftiall  claim  th*  hiftoric  praife. 
Her  fair  companion  to  the  eaftern  gales  95 

>f ow  fhifts,  and  now  extends,  the  bending  fails : 
Now  this,  now  that,  Ihe  courts  to  (peed  their  courfc, 
.  And  now  decreafcs,  now  augments  their  force; 
Few  days  were  paft,  when  to  the  gulph  they  came. 
The  gulph  to  which  the  Perfian  gives  his  name;  100 
They  feek  the  port,  and  refting  on  the  fand 

V 

With  poop  to  fhore  the  painted  veffels  ftand. 
And  now  Aftolpho  from  Alcina's  power 
Purfues  hjs  path  in  fafety  on  the  fliore ; 
Where  many  a  plain  he  travels,  many  a  wood,       105 
i\nd  many  a  defert  vale  and  mountain  iiide. 
There  oft  by  day,  and  oft  by  midnight  fhade. 
What  murderous  bands  his  lonely  fteps  invade ! 
Lions  and  dragons  fell  his  eyes  flirvey. 
With  pvery  beaft  that  haunts  the  dreary  way.         no 

U3  But 
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But  when  he  to  his  lip  the  horn  applies. 
Each  ruffian  foe,  each  favage  monfter  flies. 
Arabia,  nam'd  the  happy,  now  he  gains, 
Incenfe  and  myrrh  perfume  her  grateful  plains : 
The  virgin  Phoenix  there,  in  feats  of  reft,  115 

Selefts  from  all  the  world  her  balmy  neft. 
He  faw  where  once,  for  Ifracl's  chofen  band, 
Th'  avenging  waters,  by  divine  command, 
Proud  Pharaoh  with  his  numerous  hoft  overthrew : 
At  length  he  near  the  land  of  heroes  drew.  i  %o 

r 

By  Trajan's  banks  he  Ipurs,  with  winding  courfe. 

His  fteed,  unmatched  in  fwiftnefs  as  in  force :     ^ 

When  o'er  the  field  he  leads  the  bounding  race, 

No  eye  his  fbotftep  in  the  duft  can  trace  j 

Soft:  fnows  and  tender  grafs  his  hdo&  fuftain,  125 

He  fweeps  unbath'd  the  billows  of  the  main ; 

Argalia  own'd  him  late — no  mortal  fire 

He  knew,  conceiy'd  of  nimble  wind  and  fire : 

Not  fill*d  with  earthly  food,  his  purer  franic 

Was  nurs'd  with  air,  and  Rabican  his  name.  i  JQ 

Aftolpho  ftill  his  eager  way  purfu'd 
To  where  the  Nile,  receives  the  leflcr  flood. 
But  ere  he  reached  the  river's  mouth,  he  Ipy'd 
A  b^rk  that  toward?  him  fwiftly  ftemm'd  the  tide. 

Aa 
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An  aged  hermit  in  the  ftern  appeared ;  1 35 

Adown  his  bofom  W^v'd  his  filver  beardL 

O  !  if  thou  prizeft  life^  my  fon  (he  faid) 

Nor  feek'ft  this  day  to  mingle  with  the  dead. 

Speed  to  the  further  ftiore  without  delay. 

For  yonder  path  to  death  will  lead  thy  way.  140 

Scarce  flialt  thou  jpafe.  a  few  Oiort  miles,  before 

Thine  eyes  fhall  view  the  dwelling  red  with  gore : 

In  ttiis  his  life  a  dreadRzl  giant  leads, 

Whofe  height,  by  many  a  foot,  the  height  exceeds 

Of  human  race — no  traveller  or  kni^t  145 

Can  cycr  thence  efcape  by  force  or  flight : 

Air  cruelties  his  fiend-like  arts  cohtriv?,- 

He  flaughters  feme,  and  fome  devours  alive. 

To  feize  the  wretch  his  glutton  nuw  deflroys, 

With  cruel  fpon  he  firfl:  a  net  employs  .  1 50 

Gf  wondrous  make,  and  near  the  carv^e  with  care 

Hides  in  the  yellow  lands  the  fatal  fnare  f 

Then  tow'rd  the  defHn'd  place,  with  dreadful  cries, 

He  drives  the  ftranger,  who  affrighted  flies. 

Till  with  toud  laught<5r  he  beholds  his  net  155^ 

With  tangling  meihes  every  limfe  befet. 

1^0  traveller  he  fpares,  nor  knight,  nor  dame 

Of  high  repute  or  undiftinguifti'd  name : 

U4.       '  He 


496  ORLANDO.         Book  VIII. 

He  fucks  the  marrow  and  the  blood  he  drains  5 
He-chews  die  flelh  i  die  bones  beftrow  the  plains  i    1 60 
And  dire  with  human  fkins  on  every  fide 
He  hangs  his  dwelling  round  in  horrid  pride. 

Good  father,  thanks !  and  deem  not  I  delpife 
Thy  proffer'd  love  (the  fearlefe  knight  replies) ; 
With  lofs  of  honour  fafety  might  be  won,  165 

But  more  than  death  fiich  ftfety  muft  I  Ihyn. 
Yet  ihould  Heaven's  ppwer  fo  far  my  arm^  ft^ftainj 
That  he  fhould  yield,  and  yiftor  I  remain, 
Bphold  I  make  yon  path  fecure  for  all ; 
Slight  harm  may  chance,  hut  gitater  good  bcfalh  170 
My  fingle  life  expos'd  in  balance  weigh 
Againl^  the  thoufands  I  may  ikvc  ^o-day. 

Go  then  in  peace,  my  fon  (the  hermit  cries) 
Heaven  fend  his  angel  Michael  from  the  fldcs. 
To  guard  diy  perfon  in  the  hour  of  fight !  175 

So  fpoke  the.fimple  fire,  and  blefs'd  the  knight. 
Who,  as  by  Nilus'  banks  the  ft:eed  he  guides. 
More  in  his  liprn  than  in  his  fword  confides. 

Between  the  rapid  ftream  and  fens  there  lay 
Amid  the  fands.  a  narrpw,  lonely  way,  .  1 80 

That  (bon  the  champion  to  the  dwelling  drew, 
^hofe  ruthlef?  l^oft  no  tender  pity  knew. 

Of 
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Of  wretches  thither  led,  around  were  ftrung 
Diflever'id  heads,  and  naked  limbs  were  hung ; 
And  not  a  gate  or  window  there  but  fhow'd  1 85 

Some  horrid  fragment  dropping  fable  blood. 

Before  the  caye  Caligorant  appears, 
(Such  is  the  name  the  dreadful  giant  bears) 
He  fees  the  duke  at  diftance  on  the  plain. 
He  fees,  and  fcarcely  can  his  joy  contain;  190 

For  thrice. the  moon  had  changed,  and  not  a  knight 
Had  pafs'^d  that  way  to  glut  his  longing  fight 
Now  tow'rds  the  fen  with  eager  pace  he  Ipceds, 
(The  fen  o'ergrown  with  fedge  and  fpiky  reeds) 
In  hope  to  drive  the  champion  in  the  bands  1 95 

That  cloie  were  Ipread  beneath  the  treacherous  fands; 
As  oft  before  he  many  a  wretch  had  caught. 
Whom  evil  deftiny  had  thither  brought. 

Soon  as  the  Paladin  the  foe  furvey'd. 

Awhile  in  deep  fulpenfe  he  cautious  ftay*d  j  ioo 

Left,  as  the  hermit  warned,  his  courier's  feet 

Should  unawares  th'  entangling  meflies  meet. 

But  here  his  magic  horn  the  warrior  tries  j 

His  magic  horn  its  wonted  aid  fupplies. 

The  giant  hears,  and  ftruck  with  fudden  fright      205 

Reprints  his  backward  fteps :  thq  Chriftian  knight 

Repeats 
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Repeats  the  Waft :  amaz'd  in  every  fenfe 
The  giant  flies,  but  knows  not  where  nor  whence ; 
Headlong  he  rulhes  on  the  toU^,  enfnar'd  . 
In  his  own  toils  for  others  oft  prepared :  210 

The  net  extending  drags  hinn  to  the  ground, 
'  And  clafps  in  twining  links  his  body  round, 
Aftolpho,  who  xh!  enonnous  bulk  furvey'd 
luow  ftretch'd  on  earth,  at  once  \trith  naked  blade 
Leaped  from  his  fteed,  for  many  a  thoufand-dead  2 1 5 
To  take  due  vengeance  on  the  murderer's  head. 
But  now,  he  fears,  to  kill  his  wretched  thrall, 
Mankmd  would  bafenefs  mpre  than  courage  call. 
While  on  the  plain  all  motionlefs  he  lies 
Faft  fetter'd  with  indiflbluble  ties.  aao 

This  net  of  fteel  with  more  than  mortal  art 
Had  Vulcan  fram'd,  to  break  whofe  fmalleft  part 
No  ftrength  avail'dr:  with  this  of  old  were  bound 
Venus  and  Mars  in  Love's  embraces  found. 
The  jealous  God  contrived  the  fubtle  toils,  1225 

To  entrap  the  God  of  arms  and  Queen  of  fniiiles. 
Hermes  from  Vulcan  this  by  ftealth  remov'd. 
To  feize  fair  Chloris,  long  his  beft  belov'd ; 
Chloris,  of  bright  Aurora's  train,  who  flies 
Before  the  fun,  and  round  the  dappled  Ikies  ^30 

a  From 
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From  her  full  veft  the  filver  lily  ftrows. 

The  purple  violet,  and  blufhing  rofc. 

Her  clofcly  Hermes  watch'd,  till  with  the  fiiarc 

One  day  he  caught  the  flying  nymph  in  air. 

Then  was  it  known  for  ages  to  remain  235 

Within  Canopus  at  Anubis*  fsinc. 

Three  thoufand  years  elaps'd,  at  laft  arofc 

Caligorant,  the  worft  of  impious  foes. 

Who  feiz'd  with  daring  hand  the  net  divine. 

And  fir 'd  the  to^yJl,  send  robb*d  the  holy  fhrine.      240 

From  this  Atfolpho  takes  a  length  to  bind 
The  caitifF's  arms ;  thefe  pinion'd  clofe  behind. 
His  fiercenels  tam'd,  fubmiffive  now  he  ftands. 
Mild  as  fome  damfel,  to  the  knight's  conimands. 
Who  thinks  to  lead  him  thence,  in  triumph  Ihown    245 
Thro'  many  a  city,  fort,  and  peopled  town  ; 
With  him  refblv'd  the  wondrous  net  to  take, 
Whofe  like  no  mortal  tool  or  hand  could  make. 
Then  on  his  captive's  back  he  lays  the  weight. 
And  leads  behind  him  in  viftorious  ftate  253 

The  wretch,  configning  to  his  fervile  care 
The  ponderous  helm  and  mafly  fhield  to  bear  j 
And  welcome  joy  imparts  where'er  he  goes, 
jSinee  fear  no  more  the  pilgrim's  bofom  knows. 

Thus 
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Thus  pafs'd  Aftolpho,  till  he  near  efpies  255 

The  well-known  pyramids  of  Memphis  rife  5 
Memphis,  that  draws  her  greateft  fame  from  thefe  i 
Now  crowded  Cairo  he  before  him  fees. 
The  people  flock  to  view  with  eager  eye 
The  giant's  towering  height  and  wondering  cry :    260 
Whence  couB  yon  pigmy  kni^t  fuch  prowefs  fhow^ 
To  bind  in  captive  chains  fo  huge  a  foe  ? 
While  each  beholds  him  with  enraptur'd  gaze. 
And  gives  him  every  palm  of  knighdy  praife. 

Where  Nile  his  ftream  to  Damiata  guides,        26^ 
And  where  he  rufhes  in  the  briny  tides, 
Aftolpho  p^s'd,  yet  none  (fo  went  the  fam^) 
Efcap'd  alive  or  free  that  thither  came. 
There  on  the  fhore,  and  near  the  mouth  qf  Nile, 
Lodg'd  in  a  tower^  a  ro}?|)er  liv'd  by  fpoil  270 

of  travellers  ancj  pilgrims  thither  led^ 
And  even  to  Cairo's  gates  his  rapine  Jprea4 ; 
For  though  his  limbs  a  thoufand  wounds  reccive^i 
N^ot  one  the  caitifF  could  of  life  bereave. 
To  prove  if  aught  avail'd  in  bloody  ftrife  27  c 

To  make  the  Sifters  cut  his  thread  of  life, 
Aftolpho  now  to  Damiata  came. 

And  fought  the  wretch— Orilo  was  his  nan[i?. 

•  ... 

Arriving 
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Arriving  where  the  fea  receives  the  Nile, 

He  fees  the  caftle  on  the  fandy  foil,  280 

Where  dwek  th'  enchanted  foul,  no  fon  of  earth. 

Who  from  an  imp  and  fairy  drew  his  birth. 

Already  there  the  fight  with  dreadful  rage 

He  fees  two  warriors  with  Orilo  wage. 

Alone' Orilo  flood;  but  fuch  his  might,  285 

That  fcarce  their  (kill  preferv'd  each  noble  knight. 

Thefe  youths  their  birth  from  Oliverp  take. 

Gryphon  the  white,  and  Aquilant  the  black. 

When  firft  the  field  the  necromancer  fought. 
With  great  advantage  on  his  fide  he  fought :  290 

With  him  a  monfl:er  came,  to  whom  the  earth 
Of  Egypt  givest  its  unpropitious  birth : 
He  baflcs  on  ftiore,  or  lives  beneath  the  flood. 
And  human  bodies  are  his  dreadfiil  food. 
When  thoughtlefs  pilgrims  by  his  rage  are  flain,    295 
Or  wretched  juariners  that  plough  the  main. 
The  breathlefs  monfter,  ftretch'd  along  the  land, 

A  viftim  lies  to  each  brave  brother's  hand  : 

Orilo's  limbs  they  lop,  but  lop  in  vain ; 

Nor,  though  difmember'd,  can  he  yet  be  flain.      300 

Etepriv'd  of  hand  or  leg,^  his  magic  power 

Returns  it  to  the  place  it  hdd  before. 

Now 
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Now  Gryphon  to  the  teeth  drives  through  his  creft  j 

Now  Aquilant  divides  him  to  the  breaft : 

He  laughs  at  all  their  blows  in  fell  diiBain  ^  305 

They  rave  to  find  their  blows  beftow'd  xA  vaiiu 

So  when  we  fee  the  liquid  metal  falj^ 

Which  chemifts  by  the  name  of  Hemoes  call. 

Though  here  and  there  the  parts  diflever'd  roll. 

They  fopn  again  unite  to  form  the  whole*  310 

His  head  lopt  off,  Orilo  fwift  defcends. 

And  eager  in  its  fearch  his  arm  extends ; 

Now  by  the  nofe  he  takes  it,  ndw  the  hairs> 

Aijd,  fixing  on  the  neck,  the  lofs  repairs* 

Then  vainly  in  the  ftream  that  near  them  flows    31^ 

Brave  Gryphon^s  hand  the  fevered  vifage  throws : 

Orilo  dives  the  bottom  to  explore. 

And  with  his  head  returns  unhurt  to  fhore* 

Two  lovely  dames,  iii  comely  garments  drefs'd. 
This  clad  in  white,  and  that  in  fable  veft,  320 

Who  firft  to  batdc  tirg'd  each  gallant  knight. 
Stood  near  bcfide  to  view  th*  unequal  fight, 
Thefe  were  the  fairies,  whofc  benignant  care 
Had  bred  fi-om  earKeft  years  the  noble  pair. 

Now  from  thcfe  climes  withdraws  the  golden  day,  325 
The  happy  ifles  receive  the  parting  ray  : 

Pale 
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Pak  in  die  (hade  thcmifty  objeds  gleam. 
And  the  moon  glimmers  with  a  doubtful  beam  5 
When  fierce  Orib  to  his  fort  retired ; 
For  now  the  white  and  fable  dame  required  330 

To  ftay  the  combat,  till  the-  rofeate  morn 
In  eaflem  fkies  (hould  make  her  wifti*d  return. 
Aftolpho  now,  to  whom  before  were  known. 
By  each  device,  but  niore  their  valour  fhown. 
Gryphon  and  Ajquilant,  with  eager  pace  23S 

Advanced,  and  held  them  in  a  ftri6t  embrace. 
'  Not  lefs  the  brethren^  when  in  him  who  drew 
The  giant  chained,  the  Englifh  duke  they  knew. 
With  joy  carefs'd  him,  who  to  Gallia  canie 
Known  by  the  baron  of  the  leopard's  name.  340 

The  virgins  led  the  warriors  to  repofe. 
Where  near  in  view  a  ftately  palace  rofe ; 
Whence  fquires  and  damfels  met  them  on  the  way,. 
'With  many  a  torch  that  caft  a  blazing  ray. 

• 

Their  couriers  to  th'  attending  grooms  confign'd,  345 
The  knights  unarm,  and  in  a  garden  find, 
Plac'd  by  a  cryftal  fountain's  murmuring  tide,  ' 
A  plenteous  board  with  various  cates  fupply'd. 

The  coftly  wines  that  crown  the  fumptuous  board. 
With  favoury  viands,  lefs  delight  afford  350 

Than 
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Xhan  the  fweet  converfe  of  the  fecial  hour: 
But  chief  Orilo  and  his  magid  power 
Engrofs  the  talk  j  while  ftill  to  every  mind 
It  feenos  a  <lrcam,  that  head  or  arm  disjoined. 
And  caft  to  earth,  Ihould  thus  again  unite^  55^ 

And  he  return  more  daring  to  the  fight. 
Already  good  Aftolpho  counfel  took  j 
And  foon  he  gathers  from  his  wondrous  book^ 
No  mortal  hands  Orilo's  life  can  end. 
Till  from  his  head  one  fatal  hair  they  rend.  2^^ 

Not  lefs  Aftolpho  conqueft  now  enjoys. 
Than  if  his  arms  had  won  the  glorious  prize  r 
And  foon  to  each  he  makes  his  purpofc  known,  - 
To  take  th'  adventure  on  himfelf  alone, 

* 

Thefe,  well  affur'd  his  courage  vain  to  find,  ^6$ 

Freely  to  him  the  arduous  talk  refign*d. 

Aurora  through  the  fkies  her  light  extends. 
When  the  fierce  robber  from  his  fort  defcends. 
Aftolpho  and  Orilo  ruih  to  fight  j 
One  wields  the  mace,  and  one  the  falchion  bright,   jyo 
Aftolpho  long  effays  fome  well-aim'd  blow,     - 
To  chace  the  groaning  Ipirit  from  his  foe. 
Him  in  a  hundred  parts  Aftolpho  hews  j 
As  oft  his  fever'd  frame  itfelf  renews. 

Amldft 
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Amidft  a  thoufand  ftrokes,  one  happier  fped  375 

At  length  above  the  flioulders  rcach'd  his  head ; 
The  head  and  helmet  from  the  trunk  it  rends : 
Sudden  Aftolpho  from  his  feat  defcends : 
Now  in  th^  matted  locks  with  eager  fpeed 
His  hand  he  faftens,  and  remounts  his  Heed  i         380 
Againft  the  courfe  of  Nile  he  Ipurs,  he  flies, 
And  far  from  fad  Orilo  bears  the  prize. 

Meantime  the  wizzard  haftens  to  explore 
(Unconfcious  what  had  paft)  the  fandy  Ihore. 
But  when  he  finds  the  knight  and  courfcr  fled,       385 
Had  to  the  diftant  foreft  borne  his  head ; 
He  takes  his  fteed,  and  on  the  faddle  light 
He  leaps,  and  haflens  to  purfue  the  knight. 
He  would  have  cry'd  to  bid  the  warrior  ftay. 
But  the  fierce  champion  bore  his  tongue  away.      390 
He  Ipurs,  he  gives  the  rein ;  but  like  the  wind 
Fierce  Rabicano  leaves  him  far  behind. 

And  now  Aftolpho  for  the  fatal  hair 
Explor'd  the  head  with  unavailing  care ; 
At  length — I-et  all  be  ihorn  (the  warrior  cries)    ^9$ 
And  well  his  fword  the  place  of  (hears  fuppKes. 
The  head  his  left,  the  fword  his  right  hand  bears. 
With  this  he  (haves  around  th'  innumerous  hairs. 

r 

Vol.  I.  X  Among 
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Among  the  reft  the  fatal  hair  he  ftiears : 

<jhaftly  and  pale  at  once  the  face  appears ;  400 

The  eyes  roll  inward,  every  fymptom  IhoWs 

That  life  at  laft  has  touched  its  wretched  clofe : 

The  headlefs  trunk  that  foUow'd,  fudden  lies 

Fair.n  from  its  feat,  no  more  again  to  rife* 

Aftolpho  now  the  dam^s  and  warriors  fought;  40^ 
In  his  viftorious  grafp  the  head  he  brought,    , 
With  all  the  figns  of  late-departed  breath ;    - 
And  fhow'd  afar  the  carcafe  ftretch'd  in  death. 

Th'  adventure  finifh'd  thus,  Aftolpho  warms 
The  brother-knights  to  noble  deeds  of  arms  410 

In  aid  of  Charles — yet  little  eajch  requires 
To  fan  the  ardor  that  his  brcaft  infpircs. 
But  ere  the  warriors  bent  to  France  their  way. 
They  turn'd  afide  their  pious  rites  to  pay 
In  fainted  regionsj  with  the  prefence  bleft  415 

Of  QoD  himfelfi  in  hunnan  flefli  confefs'd. 

Soon  as  they  reached  the  mountain's  arduous  height, 
Lo  !  fudden  ftretch'd  before  their  ra|)tur*d  fight, 
Th^t  holy  land,  where  never-ending  Grace 
Cleansed  with  his  blood  the  fins  of  human  race.     420 

When  now  the  warriors'  hear  the  city  drew. 
They  met  a  noble  youth,  wfeoin  well  they  knew. 
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Of  Mecca,  Sanfbnetto  was  his  name. 
His  virtues  great,  and  great  his  knightly  fame: 
In  early  prime  of  life,  above  his  years  425 

For  prudence  fam'd,  and  reverenc'd  by  his  peers. 
From  him  fuch  welcome  every  knight  receives. 
As  the  free  foul  to  worth  congenial  gives. 
He  leads  them  to  the  gates  with  courteous  grace. 
And  in  his  court  afligns  an  honoured  place.  43d 

Thofe  parts  he  rul'd ;  and  there  vicegerent  made 
By  royal  Charles,  the  empire  juftly  fway'd. 
To  him  Aftolpho  gave  his  conquered  prize. 
That  captive  giant  of  fo  huge  a  fize. 
With  whofe  ftrong  nerves  enormous  weights  to  bear. 
Ten  beafts  of  burthen  fcarcdy  could  compare.       43^ 
Wich  him,  Aftolpho  on  the  knight  beftow'd 
The  wondrous  net  to  which  he  conqueft  ow'd. 
From  Sanfonetto  then  the  duke  received 
A  coftly  belt  with  rich  embroidery  weav*d ;  440 

And  two  fair  Ipurs,  refplendent  to  behold. 
Gold  were  the  buckles,  and  the  rowels  gold  ; 
Believed  the  champion's  once,  whofe  valiant  dec4 
The  holy  virgin  from  the  dragon  freed :  ^ 
With  many  a  prize  as  rare  were  thefe  obtained      44^ 
By  Sanfonetto,  when  he  ZafFa  g^n'd. 

X  2  WhUc 
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While  thcfe,  with  rites  of  pure  devotion,  pour'd 
Their  fouls  in  prayer,  and  Heaven's  high  grace  im- 
plored, 
A  Grecian  pilgrim  came,  who  tidings  brought 
That  deep  diftrefs  in  Gryphon's  bofom  wrought,  450 
Abforb'd  each  calmer  thought  in  black  defpair. 
And  fcatter'd  all  his  pious  vows  in  air. 
Much  lov'd  the  knight,  yet  lov'd  but  to  his  fliatiie, 
A  damfel,  Origilla  was  her  name ; 
With  hef  but  few  could  vie  in  charms  of  face,       455 
And  few  like  her  of  mind  deprav'd  and  bafe. 
Late,  in  the  walls  of  Conftantine,  behind 
He  left  the  fair,  by  Iharp  difeafe  confin'd — 
A  fever's  rage — and  when  return'd  again 
He  hdp'd  to  find  her  from  her  bed  of  pain  '460 

In  charms  reftor'd,  he  heard  the  faithlefs  dame 
In  Antioch's  city  led  a  life  of  fhame. 
With  fome  new  objeft  i)f  her  worthlefs  flame. 

From  this  fad  moment  Gryphon  knows  not  reft 
By  day,  by.  night,  fighs  iflfue  froth  his  breaft.  465 

His  Ijrother  Aquilant  had  oft  reprov'd 
His  fenfelefs  paffion ;  oft,  with  pity  mov'd, 
Strove  frpro  his  heart  to  drive  a  worthlefs  dame. 
Who  liv'd  the  fcaadal  of  the  female  name. 
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Yet,  Ipite  of  truth,  would  Gryphon  fain  abufc  .      474?. 

Himfelf  unhappy,  and  her  &ults  cxcufe. 

At  length  he  purpos'd  to  depart,,  unknown 

Of  Aquilant,  and  hafte  to  Antioch*s  town  j 

And  thence  recover  to  his  longing  arms 

The  fair  who  firft  cnflav'd  him  with  her  charms  ]  475 

To  drag  his  rival  forth,  and  make  him  prove 

His  dreadful  vengeance  for  infulted  love. 

Six  days  elaps'd,  Damafcus  ftrikes  his  eyes. 

And  thence  his  courfe  to  Antioch's  city  lies  5 

When  near  Damafcus'  walls  the  knight  he  met,     480 

> 
On  whom  his  faithlefs  dame  had  newly  fet 

Her  changeful  heart,  and  well  the  pair  agreed. 

As  with  the  fetid  flower  the  noifome  weed. 

Thus,  fair  to  view,  the  bafe  deceiver  rode. 

And,  arm'd  in  pomp,  a  ftately  fteed  befbode,        485 

With  Origilla,  richly  to  behold 

Array'd  in  azure  garments  fring'd  with  gold. 

Two  fquires  befide  him  pac'd  along  the  field. 

Who  bore  by  turns  his  helmet  and  his  fhield. 

Soon  as  the  dame  beheld  her  injur'd  knight,       490 

Brave  Gryphon,  near,  fhe  trembled  with  affright : 

Now  with  her  partner  fhe  conceits  the  guile. 

Then  haftes  to  Gryphon  with  a  treacherous  fmilej 

X3  la 
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In  w^Il-dilib!i^led  Joy  her  arms  ihc  chvows 
Around  his  neck,  and  to  his  bofbm  ^rows ;  495 

With  honeyed  'wdix^  vfidi  eycry  Toothing  ^rt 
Of  dalliance  fond«  ihe  ineks  his  eafy  heart. 

Then  weeping  liiiis — Is  this,  my  long-Joft  terd. 
Is  this,  alas !  my  conftant  love's  rcwjard  ? 
Twelve  tcdiows  months  neglcfted  aad  alone,         500 
Gryphon  nor  hears  xxty  &^Sy  nor  heeds  my  xxtoxHm 
When  wirfi  impatience  from  Nicofu's  court 
(Where  mmy  a  knight  and  damfel  made  refort) 
I  hop'd  thy  iwjsft  return  to  me,  bereft 
Of  every  joy,  by  riiee  in  ficknrfs  kft  5  ,  505 

I  heard  ^y  Grypihon  (all  his  vow3  forgot) 
Had  Syria  reached-—  How  cruel  then  my  lot  i 
Hopelefs  to, follow— de^rate  thoughts  fuggcfl: 
With  my  own  hand  to  piercte  my  wretched  fercaft. 
But  favouring  Fortune's  better  care  fopply'd         510 
That  fuccour,  which  thy  cpld  negleft  deny'd : 
She  in  my  brother  fcnt  a  valued  friend, 
Frofti  all.  mifchan^e  my  honour  to  defend ; 
And  nojy  a  blifs^  o'er  cy^y  bjeffing  <kar. 
Gives  me  to  meet  my  lord,  c^y  Gryphon  here ;     515 
Sure,  but  for, this,  my  foul  had  wing'd  her  flight 
In  fond  in^ieoccLfor  iky  mvt(^-i&^4  B^, 

So 
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So  ,lpoke  the  dannrfd,  fraudulent  of  mind, 
Miftrefs  of  art,  and  bafeft  of  her  kind: 
So  well  Ihe  knew  her  feign'd  complaints  to  frame,  520 
That  all  on  Gryphon  flie  transferred  the  blame ; 
Enough,  that  from  himfelf  he  can  remove 
The  heavy  charge  of  her  neglefted  love. 

Th'  impoftor  greeting  fair,  with  him  he  ftecr'd 
His  friendly  way,  and,  as  they  journey 'd,  heard      525 

r 

That  Syria's  wealthy  king  proclaim'd  a  court 
For  ipleadid  joufts,  where  knights  of  every  fort. 
Of  Chriftian  faith,  or  bred  in  Pagan  laws, 
Whom  runaoiir  to  the  feftive  meeting  draws. 
Without  the  walls,  or  in  the  town,  fecure  530 

Remain  unqueftion'd,  while  the  Iports  endure. 

Of  wealthy  cities  on  the  eaftern  coaft 
Her  numerous  fons  may  proud  Damafcus  boaft : 
On  fruitful  plains  it  ftands,  in  wholefome  air. 
Alike  in  winter  as  in  fummer  fair :  5^5 

Againft  the  town  a  mountain's  neighbourii^  height 
jReflefts  the  firft  faint  blufh  of  dawning  light : 
Two  cryftal  rivers  through  the  city  glide. 
And  branching  in  a  thoufand  rills  divide  5 
That  each  its  tribute  to 'a  garden  pours,  540 

To  ijouriih  odoriferous  plants  and  flowers. 

X  4  O'er 
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O'er  all  the  midmoft  ftrect  rcfplendent  He 
Rich  veils  and  tapeftry  of  various  dye. 
Herbs  of  all  hues  and  fcents  their  fmell  diipcnfe. 
Whence  foft  perflinies  delight  the  gentle  fenfc.       545 
Each  gate,  each  window,  charms  the  ftrai^r's  fight. 
With  coftly  fluffs  refiefting  mingled  light ; 
But  chiefi  with  many  a  fair  and  flately  dame, 
Whofe  garments  gay  With  gold  and  jewels  flamq. 
Here  fprightly  yotiths  in  tuneful  meafures  lead       5-50 
The  various  dance,  there  mount  the  manag'd  fteed. 
Whate'cr  in  India  or  Maremma  Ihincs, 
(Their  pearly  llores,  or  treafure  of  their  mines) 
Damafcus  in  refulgent  pomp  dilplays. 
While  lords,  and  knights,  and  fquires  with  wonder 
gaze.  555 

As  Gryphon  and  his  train  their  way  purfue. 
Devouring  all  they  faw  with  greedy  view  -, 
A  knight  accofb,  and  courteous  from'  their  fleeds 
The  train  invites,  and  to  his  dwelling  leads ; 
There  with  refrefhing  baths  tlxur  toil  relieves,        560 
And  at  his  board,  with  welcome  fmiles,  receives. . 
He;  tells  them  how  the  rtiighty  king  who  held 
The  Syrian  rule,  and  in  Damafcus  dwcU'd, 

Next 
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Next  day  by  trumpets  would  the  joufts  proclaim,564 
Where  native  knights  or  knights  of  foreign  name 
Might  fliow  their  fkill  and  right  to  knighdy  fame. 

Though  Grj^hon  came  not  thither  with  intent 
Of  tilts  or  combat,  his  high  courage,  bent  - 
On  noble  deeds,  accepts  the  proffered  field. 
Nor  fhuns  the  palm  that  Fortune  feems  to  yield.  570 
He  afks  what  caule  the  feftival  ordain'd ; 
If  every  year  in  folemn  rite  maintained. 
Or  by  the  king  now  firft  degreed,  to  try 
How  far  his  knights  in  deeds  of  arms  may  vie. 
To  whom  the  hoft — ^^his  morn's  i:eturning  light  575 
Renews  the  annual  pomp  of  mimic  fight> 
In  dear  memorial  of  the  day  that  led 
The  fair  Lucina  to  our  monarch's  bed  5 
Lucina,  heir  to  Cyprusr'  wide  domain. 
Whom  in  her  father's  court  now  adverfe  winds  detain. 

Then  rifing  from  the  board  to  feek  repofe,        581 
Their  courteous  hoft  the  downv  couch  beftows : 
They  fink  to  reft,  till  with  the  morn  they  wake. 
When  cheerful  fhouts  their  quiet  flumbers  break. 
Timbrels  and  trumpets  rouze  to  feftive  arms,        585 
"VVith  eager  crowds  the  wide  piazza  fwarms  j 

The 
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The  nr)inglcd  founds  of  cars  and  courfers  rife. 
And  the  flxects  echo  with  redoubled  cries.  . 
Prave  Gryphon  o'er  his  linajbs  bright  armour  wears, 
(Such  armour  fcarce  another  champion  bears)       590 
Which  with  her  fairy  hand  the  white-rob'd  maid 
Tempered  impaffive  to  the  hoftile  blade. 
With  him,  the  feeming  candidate  for  fame. 
The  ftain  of  manhood,  who  from  Antioch  c^me. 
Arms  for  the  lift:  their  careful  hoft  fupplies       595 
Large  ftore  of  (pears  the  tiking  to  fuffice. 
Himfelf  attends,  and  rpany  a  fquire  he  leads ; 
Some  march  on  foot,  fome  rein  the  prancing  fteeds. 

Now  Gryphon  found  the  manly  joufts  begun. 
Spears  broke,  and  falchions  flaftiing  in  the  fun ;     600 
When  at  the  lift  arriv'd,  apart  they  ftand. 
Awhile  Ipeftators  of  the  martial  band. 
With  heedful  gaze  they  mark  each  hardy  feat^ 
Where  two,  or  four,  or  fix  in  joufting  meet. 
One  to  his  dame  with  quaint  devices  fhows  605 

Such  colours  as  his  grief  or  joy  difclofc : 
One  by  his  creft,  or  painted  ftueld,  declares 
Jf  love  rejedts  his  fuit,  or  crowns  his  cares. 
Soft  blooming  damfels  on  the  champions  ftiower 
From  roofs  and  windows  every  vernal  flower:       610 

Each 
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Eadi  knightly  rivjd  ta  the  trumpet's  /bwd 
His  courier  Ipyrs  with  mwf  *  ^ritely  JbouniJ; 
All  prove  ,their  beft— fome  mcrk  gifts  and  praife. 
And  fome  loud  peals  of  foom  and  la^^ter  raife. 

A  fuit  of  acmour,  doom'd  the  viftor's  prize,     €15 
For  that  iday's  joufts  the  Syrian  tbg  fuppUes  j 
Who  late  receiv'd  it  at  a  mefjchaot's  hand, 
A  mefdiajQt  jouroeying  from  Armenia's  land ; 
To  this  the  monarch  adds  a-  fcarfi  embofs'd 
With  numerous  pearb,  aod  genjs  of  riir-eft  go&.    620 

Eight  youdifid  kxwghts  by  NiM^iadino  teld 
Near  to  his  pciibn,  who  in  arais  excelled. 
In  friendly  league  'gainft  all  oj^onents  ftood. 
Noble  themfelves,  and  iprung  ofx^h  blaod : 
Thefe  in  the  mamal  fqoiare  that  day  fcad  fu»         ^25 
With  all  the  lifted  warriors,  one  by  .wc : 
With  lance,  with  fvroxd,  or  mace  jijey  wag'd  the  %ht. 
While  the  king  view'd,  and  view'd  them  with  delight. 
Oft  thtsMjigh  the  c\urafa,  in  th'  unpkaiant  ftrife. 
The  weapon  pafs*d,  endangering  cither's  life :        630 
Jjike  foes  they  fought,  but  that  the  kiqg  could  il^y 
At  ^j2J  their  'fage,  and  bid  fureeafe  the  fray. 

Now  he  of  Antioch,  who  with  Gryphon  cam«e, 
(Martapp  was  the  .cpward'^  h^t^fvd  name) 

3tiept 
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Stept  in  and  with  his  looks  the  combat  dar'd^        635 

As  if  with  Gryphon  he  in  valour  fhar'd ; 

Then  ftood  awhile  befide,  and  earneft  view'd 

A  dreadful  fight  that  'twixt  two  knights  enfu'd. 

Seleucia*s  lord,  among  the  youthful  train 

Who  came  the  general  challenge  to  maintain,        640 

In  finglc  conflift  with  Ombruno  ftrove : 

At  length  his  falchion  through  his  face  he  drove 

And  reach'd  his  life :  all  mourn'd  him  as  he  fell, 

Whofe  fame  in  arms  could  many  a  knight  excel : 

Nor  could,  thro'  all  the  realm,  a  name  be  found     645 

For  couftefy  and  goodnefs  more  renown'd. 

This  fecn,  Martano  trembled  with  affright. 

Left  equal  fortune  on  himfelf  fhould  light : 

Nature  prevailing,  how  he  thence  may  fiy 

He  meditates,  but  him  with  heedful  eye  650 

Brave  Gryphon  marks,  and  urging  onward  drives 

« 

Againft  a  knight  that  in  the  lift  arrives. 
Thus,  when  th'  exerting  voice  of  village-fwains 
A  mungrel  cur  againft  the  wolf  conftrains. 
By  turns  he  ftops,  and  barking  views  his  foe,         655 
Whofe  teeth  with  anger  gnafli,  whofe  eyes  with  fury 
glow. 
Where  princes  fate  the  deeds  of  arms  to  fee. 
With  ladies,  knights,  and  lords  of  high  degree, 

Marcano 
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Mat;Cano  fearii^  in  th6  lift  to  run. 
His  courfer  turn'd  afide  the  fhock  to  fliun*  660 

Yet  thofe  who  friendly  wilh'd  to  veil  his  ihame 
Might  to  his  erring  ftecd  afcribe  the  blame : 
Biut  with  his  falchion  next  fo  ill  he  fought, 
Demofthene*  himfclf  in  vain  had  fought 
To  plead  his  caufe:  fo  much  each  ftroke  he  fear'd,  665 
His  arms  of  brittle  frame  not  forg*d  of  fteel  appcar'd. 
At  length  he  fled>  difturbing  in  his  flight 
The  martial  ranks  :  behind  the  recreant  knight. 
From  fcornful  crowds  loud  peals  of  laughter  rife. 
Shouts,  clamours,  hiffes,  mingling  in  the  ikies.       670 
Thus,  like  th*  infidious  wolf  by  fhepherds  chac'd, 
Martano  from  the  lift  retires  di(grac'd ; 
While  Gryphon  ftays,  but  thinks  his  better  name 
Defird,  diflionour'd  by  his  fellow's  fhame : 
Rage  fweird  his  heart,  his  face  with  crimfon  glowed. 
As  his  the  guilt :  meanwhile  from  him  the  crowd  676 
*  Like  deeds  expeft,  and  to  the  knight  foretel 
The  fame  difgrace  that  on  his  comrade  fell.     , 
Behoves  him  now  to  ftrain  each  nerve,  and  raife 
His  wonted  worth  to  fbine  with  brighter  blaze ;    6io 
Each  flip  to  thofe  whofe  minds  prejudge  the  caufe. 
Each  venial  fault  the  heavieft  cenfure  draws*  . 

Now 
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Now  Gryphon  on  his  thigh  the  Ipear  addrefs'dt, 
(Who  feldom  lickJ  in  t^ain  his  fpear  in  reft) 
And  to  the  cha^-gc  his  foaming  courier  prefe^d.  685 
The  baron  of  Sidonii  chanc'd  to  meet 
The  dreadful  fhock^  wluch  hurl'd  him  from  his  feat  j 
All  gaze  with  wonder  who  his  fall  behold. 
Far  other  chance  than  what  they  late  foretold. 
Again  his  fpear  unbroken  Gryphon  held,  6^50 

And  full  on  Lodicea's  lord  impell'd : 
^rhe  weapon  fliiver'don  die  boffy  fliieW ; 
The  champion,  near  extended  on  the  field, 
Fe&  backwai^d  on  his  fteed  -,  but  foon  anew 
Recovering,  with  his  fword  at  Gryphon  flew*         6^^ 
Around  his  temples  Gryphon  whirls  the  fteel : 
He  feem'd  from  Heaven  the  thundering  force  to  feel. 
Stroke  following  ftroke  was  dealt  with  fweepy  fway,, 
Till  fcnfclefe  on  the  ground  the  warrior  lay. 
Two  brethren,  Thyrfis  and  Corymbus  nam'd,       70a 
Long  o'er  tfte  reft  for  fkill  in  tilting  fam'd. 
Their  former  (kill  forgot,  now  prefs'd  the  land 
Beneath  the  fon  of  Olivero's  Hand : 
This,  from  his  fteed  the  Ipear's  firft  bnfet  threw,  ' 
And  that,  the  fashion  from  his  faddle  drew ;        705' 
While  with  united  voice  the  lifts  declare, 
Tht*ftranger's  arm  that  day  the  prize  would  bear. 

4  Among 
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Among  th€  reft  that  to  the  tilting  cariif. 
Was  Salenterno  of  redoubted  nattie. 
Who  o'er  the  realm  with  rule  dei|)otic  reign'd,      710 
And  firft  in  jouft  the  gallant  ftrife  itiaintain'd. 
He^  fir'd  to  anger  that  a  ftranger's  might 
Should  win  the  palm  from  every  Syrian  knight, 
A  lance  arrefting,  loud  to  Gryphon  cries. 
And,  proudly  threatening,  to  the  courfe  defies^      '^i^ 
Brave  Gryphon  anfwers  with  his  Ipear  in  reft, 
{A  (pear  from  ten  felefted  for  the  bcft) ; 
Full  on  the  fhield  the  well-aim'd  point  arrives. 
Thro'  Ihield,  thro'  cuirafs,  and  thro'  bofom  drives ; 
And  paffing  on,  its  cruel  paflage  tears,  7  20 

And  at  his  back  a  palm  behind  appears. 
All,  fave  the  king,  with  joy  beheld  his  fate. 
For.  all  th'  oppreffive  Salenterno  hute. 

Two  of  Damafcus  next  his  proWefs  own, 
Carmortdo  and  Ermophilus  6'erthroWrt :     .  7  a  jf; 

One  o'er  the  monarch's  martial  haft,  prefides ; 
And  ofie,  high-admifal,  his  navy  guides. 
This  at  the  onfet  from  his  feat  behold 
Caft  headlong ;  that,  beneath  his  courfer  roll'd. 
Lies  overwhelm'd,  nor  could  his  courfer  ftand      73a 
Againft  the  (hock  of  Gryphon's  powerful  hand.     *    * 

Seleucia's 
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Sclcucia's  lord,  who  ftill  his  place  maintain'd. 
The  braveft  champion  of  the  eight  remain'd  : 
Now,  rufliing  furious,  each  his  Ipear  oppos'd 
To  where  againft  the  fight  the  vizor  clos'd;  735 

But  Gryphon  with  fuch  force  the  Pagan  fhook. 
His  left  foot  ftraight  the  ftirrup's  hold  forfook. 
Their  broken  lances  now  afide  they  threw. 
And,  wheeling  round,  their  beaming  falchions  drew^ 
From  Gryphon  firft  a  ftroke  the  Pagan  feels  74a 

That  from  his  thundering  arm  the  Chriftian  deals ; 
Sheer  thro'  the  ftiield's  tough  plate  and  bone  it  goes. 
Which  from  a  thoufand  Ihields  the  warrior  chofe : 
His  thigh  had  next  receiv'd  the  biting  blade. 
But  double  folds  of  ftcel  the  fury  ftay'd.  745 

Selcucia*s  lord  at  Gryphon^s  vizor  drove 
The  weapon's  edge,  which  falling  from  above 
Had  pierced  through  all,  but  that  the  warrior's  arms 
By  potent  (pell  fecur'd  each  limb  from  harms ; 
While  happier  Gryphon,  at  each  furious  ftroke,    750 
Cleft  the  tough  mail  and  jointed  armour  broke. 
All  prefent  now  Seleucia's  lord  beheld 
By  noble  Gryphon  in  the  field  exceird  5 
And  bad  not  Norandino  ftay'd  the  fight. 
That  day  had  funk  him  to  eternal  night.  75^ 

All 
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All  viewM  'with  joy  the  dreadful  conflift  ceafe. 
And  prais'd  their  gracious  king  who  gave  the  peace* 

Thofe  gallant  eightj  Who  challeng'd  all  the  lift, 
iToo  weak  a  fingle  warrior  to  refifti 
Were  vanquilh'd  one  by  dne;  the  itft  who  c^me  760 
To  meet  the  diallenge  found  thtit  hope  of  fame 
Thro'  Gryphon  loft^  wh6  thus  ilnrtiatch^d  had  run^  ^ 
And  from  the  eight  an  eaiy  conqiieft  won. 

Meantime  brlve  Grjfihon  to  his  home  returns,  ." 
While  indignation  ih  hiybofom  bums,  765 

Still  more  deprefe'd  with  vile  Martano's  fhame^        I 
Than  joyful  at  his.  own  weU-purdhas'd  fame* 
Martano  fevery  art  induftrious  tries 
His  Ihame  to  paUiate  with  unmanly  lyes ; 
While  the  foul  partner  of  his  guilt  and  wile  776 

Each  falfehood  fecondsj  adding  guile  to  guile^ 
Howe'er  the  youthfuHyiight  their  tales  believed. 
He  heard  in  lilence,  and  th'  excufe  receiv'd; 
But  deem'd  it  beft  to  part  in  fecret  thence> 
Left,  feen  agaiuj  Mariano  fhould  incenfe  77^ 

The  pec5)le's  rage— Thus  by  a  private  Way 
They  reach'd  the  gate  thro'  which  their  joutil^  lay. 
The  neareft  dwelling  wearied  Gryphon  fought  1 
Two  miles  the  warrior  to  a  dwellii|fcbrought : 

Vol.  I.  Y  His 
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His  helm  he  loos'd>  his  limbs  from  armour  free^  780 
And  from  the  reins  and  bit  released  his  fteed  1 
Then,  in  a  room  retir'd,  the  door  he  clos'd^ 
And  on  the  couch  iq  (lumber  deep  repos'^ 

Now  Origilla  and  Martano,  bent 
On  fouleft  treafon^  to  the  ^irden  went;  7^5 

.And  ibere  a  fcheme  of  deeper  guile  defign'd 
Than  craft  e'er  whifper'd  to  the  bafeft  mind. 
Martano  means  to  iei^e  the'vms  and  veft 
fiy  Gryphon  worn,  the  fteed  WKch  kte  he  prefs'd ; 
And  thus  before  the  king,  in  borrowed  ipoils,        790 
Ufurp  the  honour  of  another's  toils. 
Soon  as  refolv'd,  he  takes  the  warrior's  weed. 
The  dazzling  armour,  and  the  milk-white  fteed : 
He  grafps  his  buckler,  and  his  creft  he  rears. 
And  a  new  Gryphon  to  the  fight  appears.  79]^ 

Then  with^hc  <iame  and  iquires  he  tum'd  to  where 
The  bufy.  throng  ftill  fiU'd  the  public  fquare. 
And  came  what  time  the  martial  rivals  ceas'd 
To  wield  the  fword  and  place  the  lance  in  reft. 

The  nionarch  gives  command  to  feck  the  knight  800 
Whofe  lofty  creft  was  dcck'd  with  plcnnage  white  j 
His  courfer  white,  and  white  the  veft  he  wore> 
Though  yet  unkAirn  the  name  the  warrior  boir^ 

He, 
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He,  who  from  looks  aflum'd,  deriv'd  his  pride, 
Like  the  vile  afs  beneath  rhe  lion's  hide,  805 

The  fummons  heard,  and  with  unblufliing  face 
To  Norandino  went  in  Gryphon's  place. 
Soon  as  tht  king  the  fecming  knight  elpy'd. 
He  rofe,  embraced,  and  plac'd  him  at  his  fide ; 
He  bids  the  heralds  to  the  lifts  around  810 

Him  ^orious  viftor  of  the  day  refound :  - 
With  trumpets  Iprightly  notes,  in  loud  acclaim 
Wide  ^reads  from  tongue  to  tongue  his  worthlels 

name  5 
And  when  the  monarch  to  his  palace  rode. 
He  kept  him  near,  and  every  honour  ihowM.        8 1 5 
He  gave  him  fair  and  ftateiy  rooms  prepar'd 
Within  the  court,  where  Origilla  (har'd 
An  equal  grace,  on  whom  in  royal  ftate 
#L  train  of  no^le  knights  and  damfels  wait. 
'  Still  Gryphon  lock'd  in  thoughtlefs  flumber  lay,  8  20 
Nor  wak'd  till  low  declin'd  the  light  of  day. 
His  fleep  dilpell*d,  and  biufhing  thus  to  wafte 
The  fleeting  hours,  he  quits  his  bed  in  halte. 
And  feeks  (as  yet  unknowing  of  his  fhame) 
iThe  lying  kinfman  and  deceitful  dame,  825 

Whom  kte  he  left)  with  all  th'  attendant  train : 
Whch  thefe  he  finds  no  more,  and  feeks  in  vain 

Y  2  His 
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His  ^rms  and  vefture,  new  fulpicions  rife, 
Increafing  when  his  comrade^s  arms  he  Ipies. 

By  flow  degrees,  to  Gryphon  now  reveal'd,       8  jo 

»  * 

That  truth  appeared  which  love  had  long  concealed  -, 

^oon,  to  his  grief^  he  found  a  brother's  name 

But  veil'd  the  partner  of  her  lawlefs  flame : 

What  fliould  he  do  ?  Impelled  by  prefent  need. 

He  takes  the  bafe  Martano's  arms  and  fteed:        935 

But  better  had  he  gone  unarm'd,  than  wear 

The  cuirafs  fuch  a  breafl:  was  wont  to  bear ; 

That  hateful  buckler  on  his  arm  embrace. 

And  on  his  head  that  fliameful  helmet  place. 

Yet  eager  to  purfue  th'  adulterous  pair  %j^ 

His  foul  was  Joft  to  every  other  care : 

The  city  now  he  reached,  what  time  the  day 

Departing,  Phoebus  flione  with  evening  ray. 

Built  near  the  gate  to  which  the  champion  drew,'  ^ 
A  fair  and  fl:ately  caftle  rofe  to  views  845 

The  king,  aflfembling  here  a  courtly  band. 
Lords,  dames,  and  knights,  the  firfl:  of  Syria's  land. 
Above  the  walls  a  fplendid  feafl:  prepared. 
And  with  his  guefl:s  the  focial  banquet  fliar'd  % 
Whence,  from  afar,  beneath  their  wide  liirvey,      850 
The  diftanrfWlds  ^nd  open  country  lay. 

As 


■ 

I 


JTookVIII.         ORLANDO.  325 

As  towards  the  gate  advancing  Gryphon  cannic. 
Clad  in  the  veftments  of  opprobrious  (haaie ; 
111  chance  for  him  !  the  king  and  feftive  train 
Beheld  him  pacing  o'er  the  verdant  plain.  855 

Efleem'd  the  fame  he  looked  by  outward  port. 
He  mov^d  the  dames  and  knights  to  fcornful  Iport^ 
Where  next  the  king,  amid  the  nobles  placed, 
Martano  fate  \yith  higheft  favour  grac'd ; 
And  near,  the  worthy  partner  of  his  guile :  860 

Of  thefe  the  king  enquired,  with  gracious  fmilc. 
What  wretch  was  that  who  lately  to  his  coft 
Eflay'd  the  joufts  i  who,  every  honour  loft. 
Could  thus  return — 'Tis  wondrous  ftrange  (he  cry'd) 
That  you,  a  knight  fo  brave,  in  combat  try'd,       865 
Should  join  with  one,  to  knighthood  fuch  difgrace. 
That  all  our  eaft  fcarce  knows  a  name  fo  bafe  -, 
Unlefs  you  feek  perchance  t'  exalt  your  praife. 
And  with  his  deeds  compared  your  glory  raife. 
But,  by  yon  Heaven,  and  all  its  powers,  I  fwear,  870 
Did  not  your  v/orth  my  warmeft  friendfhip  (hare, 

V 

Such  public  penance  fliould  the  daftard  find, 
Such  as  my  hatred  to  his  coward  kind 
Might  tell  to  all— and  if  he  ^fcape  the  fhame, 
He  9wc»  his  thank?  to  you  with  whom  he  came.  875 

T  3  Then 


p|26  ORLANDO.  Book  Vffi. 

Then  he,  the  fink  of  every  vice,  rcply*d : 
Great  king !  the  man  whofe  adts  his  mien  bely*di. 
Near  Antioch*s  town  but  late  (nor  can  I  tcU 
His  name  or  birth)  with  me  in  convcrfe  fell : 
1  deem'd  him  worthy,  by  his  martial  air,  880 

«  * 

With  me  the  trial  of  the  lifts  to  fhare, 

« 

But  ne'er  beheld  him  in  the  field  diiplay 
His  craven  arms  till  that  diigraceflrl  day ; 
Yet  let  not  thofe  fhort  hours  with  me  he  pafs'^d 
O'er  his  demerits  now  oblivion  caft,  ^  885 

Since,  from  that  time  recalled,  methinks  I  find. 
And  ever  ihall,  diigrace  opprefs  my  mind. 
If,  to  their  fhame  who  bear  the  name  of  knight. 
He  goes  difmif5*d  unqueftion^d  fi-om  your  fight. 
Far  rather  let  me  view,  with  well-pleas'd  eye,       89a 
The  wretch  fulpended  quivering  in  the  (ky : 
A  fentence  which  may  future  warning  give 
To  all  fiich  daftards  that  unpunifli'd  live. 

Martano  thus ;  when  Origilla  took 
The  word,  to  fecond  what  her  minion  ipoke.        895 

To  whom  the  king— Not  fo  his  deeds  I  view. 
To  think  that  death  for  fuch  a  crime  is  due : 
But  we,  in  judgment  for  his  great  oflfence. 
Will  to  the  crowd  another  fcaft  difpenlc. 

He 
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He  faidi  and  to  a  baron  gave  in  charge  90,0 

His  royal  will :  inftrufted  now  at  large, 
The  baron,  with  a  trufty  guard,  defcends. 
And  filent  near  the  city  walls  attends 
In  fecret  ambufh.  Gryphon  there  to  wair; 
Him,  'twixt  two  bridges,  entering  at  the  gate,      50 j 
He  feizes  unawares,  and  bound  in  chains, 
Clos'd  in  a  gloomy  cell  till  morn  detains. 

The  golden  fun  above  the  watery  bed 
Qf  hoary  Tcthys  rais'd  his  beamy  head, 
When  vile  Martano,  fearing  Gryphcm  bold  910 

M%bt  to  the  king  at  length  the  truth  unfold, 
</Vnd  on  himfelf  revenge  the  trealbn,  took 
A  hafty  farewell,  and  the  town  for^k. 

Now  n?ar  the  throng'd  piaz^^a  Gryphon  came, 
Py  guards  copdui^ed  to  the  place  of  ihame :         915 
They  ftript  him  of  his  arnis  jind  plumy  creft, 
And  left  difhonour'd  ip  at^  humble  veft  i 
Then  led  him  thus  amidft  die  fhouting  train. 
High  plac 'd  to  view  upon  a  rolling  wain. 
Which  with  flow  ftep  two  iiagging  gpcen  drew,       920 
By  hung;er  le^n  and  of  ill-favow'd  hue^ 
Around  th*  ignoble  car  a  mingled  throng, 
Potards  atfd  fhamelcfs  women,  pour'd  atong  t    - 

X  4  Now 


3i8  ORLANDO.  EJook  VIII, 

Now  this,  now  that,  fupply'd  the  driver's  place. 

And  all  with  vulgar  rage  the  knight  difgracc.         925 

Thofc  arms,  to  which  his  evil  ch?mce  he  ow*d, 

Thofe  arms,  whofe  make  mifled  ih'  ill-judging  crow'd^ 

Traird  at  the  car  behind,  along  the  ground 

Jn  foi-did  filth  their  rightful  penance  found. 

The  wheels  now  ftay'd  before  the  judginent  feat,   930 

And  there  he  heard  ihe  herald's  voice  repeat 

Another's  deeds,  and  with 'Martano's  (hamc 

By  trumpet's  found  his^own  great  deeds  defame. 

Thus  thrt)ugh  the  ftrects,  to  all  a  public  fi^t,  . 
By  houfe3,  temples,  (hops,  they  led  the  knight,      $3^ 
Where  not  a  name,  that  infqlt  ^'er  apply'd,     . 
Was  then  forgot  j  at  length  the  C^  they  guide 
Without  the  walls,  and  thence  in  foul  djlgrace 
They  mean  with  blows  to  drive  him  from  the  place  \ 
But  fcarce  diey  from  his  feet  the  gyyes  unbound,  940 
And  loos'd  the  chains  that  clafp'd  his  arms  around. 
When,  I9  !  he  drew  the  fword  and  feiz'd  the  fhield 
That  late  were  ufelefs  dragg'd  alopg  the  field : 
J^ow  here,  now  there,  h«  whirls  the  mortal  fteel. 
And  thirty  near  the  car  his  fury  feel ;  94^ 

Swift  fly  the  reft^  as  terror  bids  them  ftray,' 
One  feeks  the  field,  and  pne  the  beaten  way^ 

Of 
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Of  thofe  who  firft  dilperfing  o'er  the  plain. 

With  nimble  feet  the  city  walls  can  gain. 

Impetuous  fome,  as  lenfe  of  danger  fways,  5^0 

Forgetful  of  their  friends,  the  drawbridge  raile^^ 

While  wide  in  every  diftant  quarter  rife 

The  Ihouting  clamours  and  diftrefsful  cries. 

Fierce  Gryphon,  as  aloft  the  bridge  they  drew, 

(111  chance  for  them)  two  lucklefs  wretches  flew:  955 

Another,  dafh'd  againft  the  ftony  plain, 

Pour'd  from  his  batter'd  fkuU  the  fmoking  brain : 

One  wounded  in  the  breaft  fell  headlong  down. 

As  up  the  walls  he  climb'd  to  reach  the  town : 

The  trembling  crowds,  with  terror  chill'd,  behold  960 

The  breathkfs  carcafe  from  the  ramparts  roll'd, 

Gre^t  is  the  feaf  that  many  a  mind  appalls. 

Left  furious  Gryphon  fhould  o'erleap  the  walls.     * 

Not  deeper  tumults  could-  around  prevail. 

Should  the  ftern  Soldan  with  his  hoft  afifail  965 

Dam^cus*  gates~arms  flafti,  loud  (bouts  afcen^. 

On  every  fide  the  thronging  people  bepd : 

Timbrels  and  tnrmpets  mingled  pour  around  ^ 

The  deafening  noife,  and  to  the  fkks  rcfouiid^ 

King  Norandino,  whom  the  din  alarms,  970 

'J'he  city  leaves  with  all  his  CQurt  in  arms : 

/V  thoufan4 
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A  thoufand  men  his  faithful  guard  lupply^ 
And  round  he  fees  the  timorous  people  fly. 
Meantime,  the  vulgar  crowd  di^crs'd  and  fled, 
Thofe  lucklefs  arms,  that  late  his  fliame  had  bred,  97  5 
(Such  arms  as  fortune  then  vouchfaf'd  to  lend) 
Brave  Gryphon  fciz'd  his  perfon  to  defend  j 
And  near  a  temple,  with  ftrong  walls  immur'd, 
Whofe  fcite  a  deep  enclofing  fofle  fecur'd. 
Upon  a  narrow  bridge  his  ftation  chofc,  980 

To  guard  him  fafely  from  furrounding  foes. 
Behold  where  from  the  portal  near  him  drew. 
With  many  a  fhout  and  threat,  the  martial  crew. 
Yet  Gryphon  ftill,  unmov'd,  his  place  maintain'di 
As  if  his  fearlefs  foul  their  force  difdain'd:  98 1 

Onward  he  Iprung:  he  gralp'd  his  glittering  blade. 
And  many  a  galping  warrior  breathlefs  laid; 
Then,  to  the  bridge  again  retreating,  lay 
Safe  from  attack,  and  held  his  foes  at  bay. 
But  more  and  more  the  troops  uniting  fwarm,      990 
The  deepening  battle  wears  a  direr  form. 
When  Gryphon  paufing  views  with  anxious  eyes 
The  hoftik  files  that  all  around  him  rife : 
Faft  from  his  wounded  thigh  and  Ihoulder  traiPd 
The  purple  ftream ;  his  breath  and  vigour  fail'd ;   995 

But; 
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But  Virtae'i  ifzXch&A  <>'er  her  fonsy  inclin'd 

To  peace  sind  pardon  NorattdiBo's  mind : 

\Vhile  from  the  W^b  he  led  his  naftrtial  train> 

He  yicfw'd  around  the  ghaftljr  hea|)s  of  flaid ; 

The  gaping  woimdsj  that  feem'd  by  Hed^or  given,  looo 

With  cruel  fteei  through  teihper'd  armour  drivenj. 

And  faw  .how  far  his  late  decree  h»l  wirong'd 

A  knight  to  whom  all  worth  and  praife  belonged. 

When  near  him  now  the  gaSlant  youth  he  viewed 
(Whofe  fingle  arm  fuch  numbet^  had  fubdu'd>    1005 
That  dfd  the  watery  foffc  to  fearful  red, 
Entrench'd  behind  a  ghaflly  pile  of  dead)     • 
Heart-ftruck  with  grief  and  ihame,  he  bade  to  cea(fe 
The  cruel  flrifc,  and  to  confirm  the  peace 
From  further  fight  recalled  each  willing  band,      10 10 
And  ftretch'd,  in  friendly  fign,  his  naked  hand. 

Then  thus  to  Gryphon — How  fhall  I  proclaim 
My  fenfe  of  forrow  and  repenting  (hame  ? 
Another's  crime,  with  deep-concerted  guile. 
Has  led  my  erring  judgment  in  the  toil :  1 0 1^ 

If  late  repentance  can  amends  dilpenle. 
To  heal  the  folly  of  my  pad  offence. 
Behold  me  ready  to  repair  the  blame 
That  lately  fullied  your  llluftrious  name : 

Aflc 
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ASk  what  diou  wilt  to  crown  thy  high  dcfert,  1020 
Goldj  cities,  lands — my  kingdom's  better  part, 
With  thefc  the  tribute  of  a  faithfiil  heart. 

He  faid,  and  ceafing,  from  his  deed  defcends. 
And  to  the  knight  his  better  hand  extends. 
Qryphon,  who  fees  the  king  with  eager  pace        1015 
Advance  to  meet  him  in  a  fricid's  embrace,  * 
At  once  his  anger  and  his  fword  refigns, 

> 

And  low  at  Norandino*s  feet  inclines 

To  clafp  his  knees :  the  king  beholds  him'  bleed 

With  recent  wounds^  and  fummons  at  his  need     103a 

A  fkilful  leech,  then  bids  with  gcntleft  care 

The  wounded  warrior  to  his  palace  bear. 
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The      argument. 

* 

AoyitANT  leaves  Jerufalem  td  go  in  fearch  of  his  brother  ^ 
he  meets  Martano  and  Origilla ;  feizes  and  carries  them 
to  Damafcus.  Norandino  inftitutes  another  tournament  in 
honour  of  Gryphon.  Arriv^  of  SanfonettOi  Aftolpho,  and 
Marphlfa  at  Damarciis.  Confufion  on  account  of  a  fuit  of 
armour  offered  by  the  king  as  the  prize  of  the  vi&or,  and 
claimed  by  Marphlfa.  Marphifa,  Aftolpho,  and  Sanfonetto 
engage  ike  trfope  of  jDamafaufi.  Cryphon  .and  .Aquilant 
unhorfed.  At  laft  the  four  knights  are  made  known  to 
each  other,  and  peace  is  reftored.  Adolpho,  Sanfonetto, 
Gryphon,  Aquilant,  and  Marphlfa  depart  for  France.  They 
embark  on  board  ai  (hip,  and  are  overtaken  by  a  dreadful 
fiorm.  They  are  caft  on  the  land  of  the  Amazons.  The 
ftrangelaw  there  inftituted.  Battle  between  Marphifaand  nihQ 
0f  )the  ck'aihpions  qf  the  Anj^ons  :  (he  engagp$  the  te|it|| 
till  they  are  pacted  by  the  night.  This  champion  entertains 
Marphifa  and  the  knights  in  his  palace.  AH  attempt  to 
make  their  efcape  from  the  country  by  force,  but  are  nearly 
overpowered  by  numbers,  when  Aftolpho,  blowing  his  horn, 
drives  the  Amazons  before  him.  Sanfonetto,  Guido, 
Gryphon,  Aquilant,  and  Marphifa,  being  terrified  with  the 
reft,  embark  and  leave  Aftolpho  behind.  The  knights  and 
Marphifa  afterwards  landing,  Marphifa  parts  from  her  com- 
panionSk     Her  meeting  with  Gabrina  and  Pinabello. 


T  H  E 


NINTH     BOOK 


ap 


ORLANDO. 


MEANTIME  in  Judah's  walls  with  anxious 
thought 
Good  Aquilant  his  abfent  brother  fought ; 
And'  faw  the  pilgrim,  who  to  Gryphon  came, 
With  news  unpleafing  from  his  faithlefs  dame. 
He  decm'd  that  Gryphon  would  her  fteps  purfue,     5 
And  henoe  he  bade  his  noble  i^iends  adieu^ 
Refblv'd  to  feek  him  wiA  fraternal  care. 
To  learn  his  fortunes  and  his  dangers  fhare : 
When  God,  to  prove  he  oft  allots  below 
Good  to  the  virtuous,  to  the  wicked,  woe^  10 

So  guides  his  fearch,  that  on  a  certain  day 

He  met  the  vile  Martano  on  the  way ; 

Who  bore  before  him,  in  proud  triumph  Ihown, 

The  prize  of  tilting  by  another  won. 

6  Wfacn 
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When  Aquilant  Martano  firft  furvey'd  i  j 

In  arms  and  veft  of  fnoi^- white  hue  array 'd. 
He  deem'd  his  brother  near,  and  eager  flew 
To  clafp  his  neck  j  biJt  when  advanc'd  lie  knew 
His  fond  miftake,  he  changed  his  firft  addrefs. 
And  as  he  joy'd  before,  now  fears  no  lefs.  2c| 

Tell  me  (he  cry'd)  thou,  whom  thy  looks  prociaim 
A  diief  and  fraitor,  whence  that  arrrlour  came ; 
Whence  is  that  garb,  and  why  doft  thou  beftride 
The  generous  fteed  that  Gryphon  wont  to  guide  ? 
Say — lives  my  brother  yet.  Or  breathlefs  lies  t         25 
How  haft  thou  made  his  horfe  arid  arms  thy  prize  ? 

ff 

Struck  wkh  his  angry  threats  and  dreadful  fighf^ 
Pale  Origllla  turns  her  fteed  for  fli^t  • 
But  fudden  Aquilant  has  feiz'd  the  reins^ 
And  in  her  own  deipite  the  dame  retains.  jd 

Confus'd  and  mute,  as  leaves  to  zephyrs  Ihake, 
Martano  feem*d  in  every  limb  to  quake. 
And  pondering  long  how  beft  his  crime  to  hide^ 
With  words  of  fpecious  guile  at  length  rcply'd. 

Lo !  there  my  fifterj  mighty  Sifj  who  came         55 
From  virtuous  parentSj-  of  unfuUy 'd  name  j 
Till  Gryphon  late,  regardlefs  of  her  race^ 
Detained  her  in  a  li&  of  foul  difgrace  3 

Much 
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Much  have  I  forrow'd  for  her  haplefs  fake; 

But  fince  too  weak  from  fuch  a  knight  to  takd        40 

The  helplefs  penitent,  we  fought  t'  obtain 

By  art  what  force  could  never  hope  to  gain. 

She,  while  he  flept,  from  Gryphon's  power  withdrew  5 

And  left  he  waking  fliould  our  flight  purfue, 

We  thence  convey'd  his  vefture,  arms,  and  fteed,     45 

And  now  in  fafety  on  our  way  proceed. 

So  hop*d  th'  impoftor  with  a  fitter's  namie 
To  veil  the  lawlefs  partner  of  his  (hame  j 
But  Aquilant,  with  kindling  fury  Ipoke : 
Falfe  flave !  thou  ly'ft — then  aim'd  a  ponderous  ftrokc 
With  lifted  arm  and  mailed  gauntlet  bent,  5 1 

And  down  his  throat  two  bleeding  teeth  he  fent : 
Then  with  ftrong  cords  he  pinion'd  clofe  behind 
His  cairifF-arms,  and  with  like  bonds  confin'd 
His  foul  aflociate,  while  fhe  ftrove  t'  affuage  55 

With  fruidefs  plaints  the  warrior's  generous  rage^ 
Who  bade  the  fquires  and  all  th'  attending  train. 
With  gifts  enrich'd,  Damafcus'  walls  regain. 

Thus  journeying  on^  through  many  a  town  he  brought 
T^he  fliamelefs  pair;  then  in  Damafcus  fought  60 

JHis  brother  loft^  whofe  juftice  might  difpenfe 
The  puniftiment  for  fuch  unheard  offence. 

Vol.  r.  ^  Z  *  Arriv'd, 
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Arrived,  he  found  that  Gryphoh*s  glorious  name 

Was  far  diffused  on  rapid  wings  of  fame  j 

As  one,  from  whom  his  partner's  impious  wiles       6^ 

Had  won  the  meed  of  arms  and  knightly  toils. 

The  populace,  enrag'd,  Martano  view. 

And  point  him  out,  and  with  loud  threats  purfue. 

Behold  (they  cry)  the  wretch,  who  feeks^  to  raife 

On  other's  adtions  his  diflembled  praife.  70 

Yon  woman  fee,  who  every  vice  purfu'd. 

Who  aids  the  wicked,  and  betrays  the  good. 

Some  thus  exclaim— How  well  the  pair  agree  ! 

Not  he  more  treacherous  than  deceitful  fhe ! 

With  railing  thefe,  with  curfes  thofe  purfue  75 

Their  hateful  way,;  while,  eager  for  a  view. 

Through  ftreets  and  fquares  th'  impatient  vulgar  throng, 

Prefs  on  each  other's  fteps,  and  pour  along. 

O'erjoy'd  the  king,  with  few  attendants,  prefs 'd 
To  meet  brave  Aquilant,  his  welcome  gueft,  80 

And  pay  fuch  honours  as  to  him  belonged 
Whofe  valour  had  aveng'd  his  Gryphon- wfong'd. 
Now  Norandino,  with  the  knight's  confent. 
Within  a  gloomy  cdl  his  captives  pent : 
Brave  Aquilant  he  led,  where  (fince  the  day  8^ 

He  bled  in  combat)  wounded  Gryphon  lay: 

They 
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They  held  debate  what  penance  to  impofc 

On  them  from  whom  fuch  foul  deceit  arofe- 

They  gave  Martano  to  the  hangman's  hands^ 

Who  bound  his  limbs,  but  not  in  flowery  bands,     90 

Then  on  the  culprit  many  a  lalh  beftow'd. 

From  ftreet  to  ftrcet,  amidft  the  gaping  crowd. 

But  Origilla  ftill  they  kept  to  mourn 

In  bonds  till  fair  Lucina  ihould  return^ 

Whofe  fage  decree  (for  fo  thefe  lords  ordain)  95 

Her  doom  muft  lighten,  or  enforce  her  pain. 

Here  Aquilant  remained,  till  Gryphon,  hcal'd 
Of  every  wound,  his  arms  again  could  wield. 
From  errors  paft,  the  king,  more  prudent  grown, 

■ 

Believes  he  never  can  enough  atone  ioq 

For  fuch  mifdeed,  by  which  he  brought  to  Ihamc 
A  knight  whofe  worth  might  every  tribute  claim. 

Nj^  through  the  realms  the  regal  mandate  pafs*d, 
't^^form  a  jouft  more  Iplendid  than  the  laft. 
Soon  ready  Fame  her  rapid  wings  expands,  105 

And  ipreads  the  tidings  through  the  Syrian  lands : 
Phoenicia,  Paleftine,  the  rumour  hear. 
Which  reached  at  length  to  good  Aftolphb's  eari 
Who,  with  the  noble  regent  *,  bends  his  mind 
To  fee  the  lifts  by  Syria's  prince  defign'd.  110 

*    S  ANSONE  TTO. 

Z  2  Thefe 
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Thefe  fons  of  chivalry  prepared  to  meet 
The  knights  at  Norandino's  regal  feat. 
When  journeying  on  their  way,  they  chanc'd  to  light 
(Where  two  paths  join'd)  on  one  who  feem'd  a  knight; 
But  one,  whofe  outward  veil  and  looks  conceal'd  115 
A  virgin  glorious  in  the  martial  field. 
Marphifa  was  her  name,  of  generous  ftrain. 
Who  oft  was  known  the  combat  to  maintain 
With  Brava's  *  mighty  lord,  and  oft  had  clos'd 
With  Mount  Albano's  f ,  fword  to  fword  oppos'd*  1 20 
By  day,  by  night,  in  ftiining  arms  atray'd. 
Through  woods  and  dales,  o'er  hills  and  plains  flic 

flray'd, 
To  encounter  wandering  knights,  and  nobly  raife 
Viftorious  trophies  of  immortal  praife. 

As  Sanfonetto  and  Aftolpho  came  1 25 

In  plate  and  mail  before  the  fearlefs  dame,  '^'^.' 

Impatient  in  the  field  their  force  to  try,  '^'^iF 

She  wheerd  her  fteed  the  ftrangers  to  defy. 
But  to  her  mind  recalled,  as  near  flic  drew. 
The  Paladin,  whom  in  Cathay  flie  knew,  130 

Where  oft  flie  mark'd,  in  council  and  in  fight. 
The  gallant  bearing  of  the  Englifli  knight. 

*  Orlando.,  fRiNALDO. 

This 


i 


Book  IX.  ORLANDO.  341 

This  fecn,  the  gauntlet  from  her  hand  (he  too|^, 
Call'd  him  by  nanie,  and  with  a  gracious  look 
Her  beaver  rais'd — the  duke  as  gladly  paid  135 

.  His  cordial  gre;eting  to  the  wondrous  maid. 

Their  journey  known — Permit  (Marphifa  cry'd) 
My  arms  with  yours  the  glory  to  divide- 
She  faid,  and  gladly  to  her  wilh  they  yield, 
O'erjoy'd  at  fuch  a  partner  in  the  field.  140 

At  length,  the  day  bejfore  the  feftive  rite, 
They  fee  Damafcus  rifihg  to  their  fight. 
Now  to  the  place  king  Norandino  came. 
The  place  he  deftin'd  for  the  dangerous  game ; 
While  the  brave  virgin  *,  and  the  knightly  pair  f ,  1 45 
Prefs  through  the  city  to  the  crowded  fquare  : 
The  prizes  doom'd  that  day  for  thofe  who  won, 
A  glittering  poll-ax,  and  a  fword  that  (hone 
With  coftly  gems  j  with  thefe  the  king  beftow'd 
A  fteed,  whofe  make  and  ftately  trappings  Ihow'd  1 50 
A  royal  gift. — The  king,  who  furely  held 
That  he,  who  firft  had  all  opponents  quell'd, 
Would  win  the  fecond  joufts,  and  bear  away 
The  meed  and  praife  of  each  viftorious  day, 
To  give  him  all  that  honour  could  demand,  155 

Thofe  arms,  which  late,  he  doom'd  with  liberal  hand 

#  Marphisa,         ■{•  Sansonetto  and  Astolpho. 

.  Z  3  '         The 
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The  vrdor*s  gift,  which^  from  another's  toils 

Martano  won,  array 'd  in  borrowed  Ipoils 

Aloft  he  hung  j  the  fword  of  temper  try  y 

To  thefe  he  join'dj  and  at  the  courfcr's  fide  i6o 

The  poll-ax  plac'd,  all  deftin'd  to  requite 

Brave  Gryphon,  from  his  garb  furnam'd  the  white. 

But  fhc,  who  lately  to  the  lift  of  fanfie 

With  Sanfonetto  and  Aftolpho  came. 

Soon  chang'd  the  fcene — for  when  before  her  view  165 

Thefe  arms  appeared,  full  well  her  arms  ihe  knew, 

StoFn  by  Brunello,  vers'd  in  arts  of  theft. 

Who  from  her  fide  the  truftv  fword  had  reft, 

*  • 

When  now  the  maid,  by  certain  tokens  known. 
Again  in  thefe  with  joy  confefs'd  her  own,  170 

So  dearly  priz'd,  no  more  in  doubt  Ihe  ftay'd,     . 
But,  Iwift  advancing,  on  the  cuirafs  laid 
That  hand,  which  ne'er  was  wont  in  field  to  fail^ 
And  here  fhe  fei?:'d,  and  there  ihe  ftrow'd  the  mail 

x 

Widi  headlong  hafte.     The  king  incens'd  beheld^  1 7  c 
And  with  a  look  his  ready  train  impell'4 
To  avenge  the  de(?d :  at  once  the  train  obey*d  j 
The^  fpear  they  brandifti'd  and  unlheath'd  the  bladc^ 
Mindlefs  of  what  they  found  fo  late  requite 
Their  irifult  ofFer'd  to  a  wandering  knight,  1  Qo 

Not 
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Not  more,  when  Spring  unlocks  his  genial  ftores, 

% 

The  playful  child  delights  in  gaudy  flowers  j 

Not  more  the  blooming  maid,  with  veftments  gay, 

In  the  fwift  dance,  or  mufic's  Ipritely  lay ; 

Than  fhe,  whofe  valour  every  thought  exceeds,      185 

J6ys  in  the  clang  of  arms  and  neigh  of  fteeds ; 

The  rattling  quiver,  and  the  crafhing  Ipear, 

When  ftreaming  blood  and  ghaftly  death  appear. 

Her  courfer  fpurr*d  againft  the  thoughtlefs  crew. 

Her  lance  in  reft,  with  headlong  fpeed  Ihe  flew ;    1 90 

Some  thro*  the  neck,  fome  thro*  the  breafl:  Ihe  thrufl:^ 

Some  with  a  Ihock  Ihe  tumbled  on  the  duft. 

m 

Brave  Sanfonetto  and  Aftolpho  bold. 

Who  with  Marphifa  came  the  lifls  to  hold. 

Not  mix  in  ferious  combat,  when  they  faw  1 95 

The  Syrian  troops  in  rank  of  battle  draw, 

At  once  their  laiices  couch'd,  their  vizors  clos'd. 

And  pierc'd  th'  ignoble  herd,  where  few  oppos'd 

Their  dreadful  courfe:    meantime  the  knights  who 

came 
From  various  realms,  the  candidates  for  fame,       200 
Their  fportive  weapons  turn'd  to  flaughter  view'd. 
And  promised  joufts  to  deeper  icenes  of  blood. 

When  now  the  brother  knights,  indignant,  knew 
The  caufe  from  which  fuch  dread  contention  grew;   • 

Z  4  And 
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And  Gryphon  deem'd  fuch  infult  borne  muft  Ihanne 

Not  lefs  his  own  than  Norandino's  name ;  206 

Each  bids  his  fpear  be  brought  with  eager  fpeed. 

And  flies  to  vengeance  on  his  thundering  fteed. 

Oppos'd  to  thefe  Aftolpho  fwift  impelled 

His  Rabicano,  while  in  hand  he  held  21Q 

The  lance  of  gold,  that  with  enchanted  force 

Difmounts  each  warrior  in  the  martial  coXirfe. 

With  this  on  earth  two  noble  knights  he  leaves: 

Firft  Gryphon  falls,  then  Aquilant  receives 

The  weapon's  point,  that  glancing  on  his  ftiield,    215 

The  generous  youth  extended  on  the  field. 

Bold  Sanfonetto  from  their  feats  removed 

The  braveft  knights,  in  many  a  conflift  prov'd : 

Swift  from  the  barriers  throng'd  th'  affrighted  crowd : 

The  king,  inflam'd  with  anger,  ftorm'd  aloud.        220 

Meanwhile  Marphifa,  who  had  driven  away 
Whatever  oppos'd  her  (vidtor  of  the  day) 
The  late  contefted  arms  in  triumph  took, 
And  with  her  prize  the  fatal  lifts  forfook. 
Nor  Sanfonetto  nor  Aftolpho  ftay'd,  225 

But  to  the  gates  purfued  the  martial  maid ; 
While  Aquilant  and  Gryphon  niourn'd  the  chance 
That  both  o'erthrew  with  one  refiftlefs  lance. 

They 
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They  feize  their  courfers,  and  their  feats  regain 

To  chace  the  foe — with  numbers  in  his  train         230 

The  king  purfiies All  equal  fury  breathe, 

Refolv'd  on  vengeance  or  refolv'd  on  death. 
The  vulgar  throngs  applauding  clamours  fend. 
But  gaze  at  diftance  and  th'  event  attend. 

Now  Gryphon  came  to  where  the  three  had  gain'd 
The  bridge,  and  undifmay'd  the  poft  iriaintain'd :  236 
Arriv'd,  he  foon  Aftolpho  kpew,  who  wore 
The  fame  device  and  vefts  he  view'd  before  5 
The  fame  his  armour,  and  the  fame  his  fteed. 
As  on  the  day  he  made  Orilo  bleed.  240 

When  Gryphon  late  engag'd  the  Englifh  knight. 
The  well-known  marks  at  firft  efcap'd  his  fight. 
But  now  he  knows  him,  greets  him  now  with  hands 
Conjoined,  and  of  his  comrades',  weal  demands; 
And  why  regardlefs  of  the  reverence  ^due  245 

To  Syria's  king,  thole  arms  to  earth  they  threw. 
To  Gryphon  then  great  Otho's,fon  *  reveal'd 
His  comrades'  names,  and  nought  befide  conceal'd. 

While  friendly  thus  they  commun'd,  nearer  drew 
Good  Aquilant,  and  foon  Aftolpho  knew :  250 

The  crowds  at  diftance  gaze,  with  looks  intent. 
To  find  from  geftures  what  their  parley  meant : 

*   ASTOLPHO, 

But 
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But  when  Marphifa's  name  the  Syrians  htard. 
That  dreadful  name  through  all  the  eaft  rcver'd. 
The  monarch  bade  his  troops  accede  to  peace,    -  255 
Whofe  fury  lefiens  as  their  fears  increafe. 

Meanwhile  the  fons  of  Olivero  there. 
With  Sanfonetto  and  with  Otho's  heir. 
By  mild  entreaty  in  Marphifa's  breaft 
Affuag'd  the  flame :  fhe  ^flray'd  at  their  requeft,      260 
Her  deathful  hand ;  then  with  a  haughty  look 
Approaching  Norandino,  thus  Ihe  fpoke, 

I  know  not  why  your  vidtor  Ihould  receive 
Thefe  arms,  O  king !  which  are  not  yours  to  ^vc. 
Thefe  once  were  mine,  and  'midft  the  public  way  265 
That  from  Armenia  leads,  one  feteful  day 
I  left  behind,  with  better  fpeed  to  chace 

A  wretch  from  whom  I  fufier'd  foul  difgrace : 
Behold  this  token  on  the  mail  imprefs'd. 
The  certain  proof  of  what  my  lips  atteft, .         ayo 
Cleft  in  three  parts  a  monarch's  regal  creft. 

Four  days  are  paft,  fince  from  th'  Armenian  land 
(The  king  reply'd)  9  merchant  to  my  hand 
This  armour  brought,  and  wouldft  thou  this  obtain^ 
Think  not  thy  tongue  fhall  alk  the  gift  in  vain :     275 
No  figns  I  feek  to  prove  this  armour  yours. 
Your  word,  your  valour,  my  belief  fecures. 

Now 
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Now  take  thy*  own — here  all  contentiotn  leave. 
And  Gryphon  fhall  from  me  a  richer  gift  receive. 

Gryphon,  who  little  had  thefe  arms  defir'd,        280 
But  ftill  in  all  to  pleafe  the  king  afpir'd. 
Thus  made  reply— For  me  it  fliall  fuffice. 
That  aught  you  wilh  my  glad  confent  fupplies.  ^ 
Marphifa,  who  beheld  the  part  they  took 
To  fave  her  honour,  with  benignant  look  ai$ 

To  Gryphon  be^'d  thefe  arms  her  gift  to  make. 
Which  Gryphon  at  her  hand  vouchfaf 'd  to  take. 

Now  to  the  city  all  again  purfu'd 
Their  cheerful  way,  in  peace  and  love  renewed; 
But  foon  the  ftate  of  France,  by  foes  opprefs'd,     1290 
Awakes  new  thoughts  in  every  knighdy  breaft : 
Their  leave  they  take :  with  thefe,  by  glory  fir'd, ' 
Marphifa  went,  for  long  her  foul  afpir*d 
To  meet  the  Paladins  in  fields  of  fame. 
And  prove  if  each  defer v'd  fo  great  a  name.  295 

Then  in  one  friendly  band  together  join'd, 
Thefe  five,  whofe  equals  fcarce  the  world  can  find, 
Difmifs'3  by  Noraindino  reach'd  the  land 
Of  Tripoli,  where  on  the  neighbouring  ftrand 
The  billows  break,  and  where  a  bark  they  view*d  300 
With  freight  prepared  to  ftem  the  weftern  flood  -, 

An 
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An  aged  pilot  there  (the  terms  agreed) 
Receives  aboard  each  warrior  and  his  fteed. 
The  pilot  now  his  voyage  to  purfue, 

f 

"While  o'er  the  wave  the  favouring  breezes  blew,  305 
Turn'd  to  the  fea  his  prow,  his  anchor  weigh'd^ 
And  every  canvas  to  the  gale  difplay'd. 
Now  diftant  from  the  port  the  veffel  flood. 
And  plough^  with  happy  fpeed  the  briny  flood. 
Long  as  the  fun  above  th'  horizon  fliin'd ;  310 

But,  when  black  evening  rofe,  the  changing  wind 
HowPd  through  the  fhrowds,  and  from  the  loweftdeep 
With  warring  waves  affail'd  the  reeling  Ihip. 
Wide  yawns  the  firmament  from  pole  to  pole. 
Quick  flafti  the  lightnings,  loud  the  thunders  roUi  315 
Thick  clouds  in  darknefs  veil  th'  etherial  iightj^ 
Nor  fun  by  day,  nor  ftar  appears  by  night. 
South,  eaft,  and  weft,  in  rattling  whirlwinds  blow; 
Heaven  groans  above,  and  ocean  roars  below. 
Huge  cataradts  defcend  of  hail  and  rain ;  320 

The  wretched  failors  every  woe  fuftain. 
And  horror  broods  upon  the  angry  main.     .  * 
One  with  his  whiftle's  found  the  want  of  Ipeech 
Supplies,  and  gives  the  needful  charge  to  each : 
This  at  the  anchor  toils  ;  that  ftrikes  the  fails  j      325 
This  ftrains  or  loofcns,  as  the  ftorm  prevails, 

The 
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The  creaking  cordage ;  that  the  deck  afcends ; 

The  rudder  this,  and  that  the  maft  defends. 

Nor  day  nor  night  the  furious  winds  afluag'd. 

By  day  with  fiercer  ftrength  the  tempeft  rag'd ;      330 

If  that  were  day,  which  not  returning  light. 

But  lapfe  of  hours,  diftinguifh'd  from  the  night* 

One  ftands  apart  and  marks,  with  head  declined. 

The  veflel's  courfe,  as  pale  befide  him  Ihin'd 

The  lanthorn's  gleam ;  one  at  the  ftern  explores     53  5 

The  glafles'  fands  that  fhow  the  waining  hours. 

And  oft  returns  to  learn  the  veffers  way, 

How  far  her  track,  and  how  her  bearings  lay. 

Then  in  the  middle  Ihip,  with  chart  in  hand. 

Each  haftens  where  th'  affrighted  failor-band     340 

Their  pilot  meet,  and  mutual  aid  demand. 

At  length  the  wind  the  Ihatter'd  forefail  tears. 

And  from  the  flern  the  fea  the  rudder  bears. 

Who  fears  not  now  mull  bear  a  breaft  of  fleel, 

Or  marble  heart,  unknowing  how  to  feel.  345 

Marphifa,  fhe  who  danger  late  defy'd, 

No  longer  here  her  fecret  dread  deny'd. 

What  vows  of  pilgrimage  the  feamen  frame ! 

To  Sinai,  Rome,  Ettino's  virgin-dame, 

Galitia,  Cyprus,  but  o'er  all  fo  dear,  350 

That  hallow'd  tomb  which  Chriflian  fouls  revere  ! 

Meantime 
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Meantime  aloft  amidft  the  forging  tides, 

Amidft  the  clouds  the  groaning  veficl  rides^ 

The  trembling  pilot  from  the  creaking  maft 

The  mainfail  cuts,  and  now  he  bids  to  call  355 

From  poop  or  prow,  into  the  greedy  flood. 

Huge  chefts  and  bales,  with  every  ufclcfs  load. 

One  ply'd  the  pump,  from  Rifhing  ftrewns  to  free 

The  Ihip,  and  to  the  fea  returned  the  fea. 

Another  watch'd  where'er  the  furge  he  Ipy'd         360 

With  lafhing  force  the  plank  from  plank  divide. 

Four  dreadfril  days,  on  mountain-billows  caft. 
The  feamen  toil'd,  and  every  hope  was  paft ;  -   • 
When  fudden  breaking  U3n  their  raptur'd  fight. 
Appeared  the  fplendor  of  Saint  Ermo's  light :         365 
Low  fettling  on  the  prow,  with  ray  ferene 
It  fhone,  for  mafts  or  fails  no  more  were  fecn. 
The  crew  elated  faw  the  dancing  gkam ; 
Each,  on  his  knees,  ador'd  the  favouring  beam  5 
And  begg*d,  with  trei;nbling  voice  and  watery  eyes, 
A  truce  from  threatening  waves  and  raging  fkies.  37 1 

Now  from  Laiazzo's  gulph  the  Syrian  lands 
They  fee,  where  high  a  peopled  city  ftands. 
Of  circuit  wide;  and  nearer  they  furvey 
A  fort  on  either  fide  to  guard  the  bay,  375 

9  Soon 
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1 

Soon  as  the  pilot  well  the  land  cfpies. 
On  his  pale  cheek  the  frighted  colour  dies : 
He  loaths  the  hateful  coaft  5  yet  would  he  try 
The  deep  once  more,  he  knows  not  how  to  fly : 
His  mafts  and  yards  arc  loft,  and  rent  away,         380 
His  fails  and  tackling  fcatter'd  o'er  the  fea. 
,    While  unrefolv'd  in  doubt  the  pilot  ftands 
Which  courfe  to  take,  the  Englifh  knight  demands  - 
What  fecret  thoughts  his  wavering  breaft  divide. 
And  why  he  fought  not  in  the  port  to  ride  ?  385 

To  whom  the  pilot  thus — Yon  hoftile  ftrand 
Is  lin*d  with  women,  whofe  inhuman  hand. 
By  ancient  law,  each  ftranger-gueft  configns 
To  death  relentlefs,  or  in  chains  confines : 
He  only  'fcapes,  whofe  arms  in  n^afur'd  field       J9# 
Can  niake  ten  champions  to  his  prowefs  yield ; 
And  next  the  ties  of  gentle  union  prove 
With  ten  fair  partners  of  his  nuptial  love. 
Should  he  fucceed  in  battle's  fterner  claim. 
Yet  fail  in  love  to  win  each  willing  dame,  3  95 

He  dies ;  and,  deftin'd  to  ignoble  toil. 
His  friends  the  cattle  feed,  or  turn  the  foil ! 
But  fhould  he  bodi  the^^MKful  palms  obtain. 
He  gains  full  freedom  foMiis  fecial  train, 

Himfelf 
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Himfelf  unfree — for  hufband  he  remains  4(^(3$ 

Of  ten  fair  females,  as  his  choice  ordains. 

He  faid  :  deep  terror  feiz'd  the  failor  crew : 
Not  fo  Marphifa  and  the  warlike  few ; 
Far  other  they,  who  fafer  deem'd  the  ftiore 
Befet  with  arms,  than  feas  where  tempefts  roar  5    40^ 
This — every  place — they  held  fecure  from  fear. 
Where'er  their  grafp  could  wield  the  fword  or  Ipean 
Eager  they  burn  the  hoftile  ftrand  to  gain ; 
But  England's  warrior,  foremoft  of  the  trainji 
Demands  to  land;  his  magic  horn  he  knew  41Q 

(If  arms  Ihould  fail)  would  every  force  fubdue. 
Now  divers  parts  they  took :  thefe  loudly  cry'd 
To  make  the  port,  as  loudly  thofe  deny'd. 
At  length  the  pilot,  urg'd  by  ftronger  force. 
Unwilling  to  the  harbour  Ihap'd  his  coirrfe.  415 

Meantime  the  knights  their  limbs  in  armour  cafe. 
And  by  their  fides  the  trufty  falchion  place. 
And  ftrive,  with  dauatlefs  looks  and  words,  to  cheer 
The  pilot's  doubts  and  eafe  the  feamen's  fear. 

The  harbour  enter'd,  foon  by  rumour  blown,     420 
The  Ihip's  arrival  through  the  land  was  known. 
And  arm'd  with  bows  in  all  the  drefs  of  war. 
Six  thoufand  females,  to  the  port  repair, 

A  range 
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A  range  of  ihips  from  rock  to  rock  they  place. 

All  hope  of  flight  from  eyery  breaft  to  chace,        42  j; 

And  with  huge  chains,  prepared  for  fuch  defign^ 

Clofe  up  the  port,  and  all  within  confine* 

An  aged  matron,  who  in  length  of  years 

Like  Hecul^a  or  Cuma*s  maid  appears. 

The  pilot  caHs,  and  wills  him  to  reply  42^ 

If  there  his  wretched  partners  choofe  to  die  1 

Or  wifcr,  as  the  country's  laws  declare. 

Submit  their  necks  the  fervile  yoke  to  beafi 

To  each  the  choice  is  ofFer'd — there  .to  fall 

With  freedom— or  furvive  in  hopelcfs  thrall.         435 

The  pilot,  firft  in  general  council  weigh'd^ 

Their  anfwer  to  the  hoary  dame  conveyed. 

That  one  amongft  them  flood  prepared  to  prove 

The  claim  of  batde  firft,  and  then  of  love. 

No  more  oppos'd,  the  feamen  now  fecure         440 
Their  anchor,  and  on  land  the  veflel  moor* 
The  bridge  is  caft,  and  from  the  deck  proceed 
The  Ihining  warrior  and  the  prancing  fteed* 
Amidft  the  city  with  furprife  they  view 
The  mighty  numbers  of  the  female  Grew»  445 

The  men  nor  fpear,  nor  fwprd,  are  feen  to  bedr, 
Nor  aught  of  weapons  that  pertain  to  war. 

Vol.  I.  A  a  Sav« 
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» 

Save  only  ten — and  thefe  in  dangerous  ficid, 

(So  ancient  cuftom  wills)  their  lances  wield: 

The  reft  attend  the  loom,  the  needle  pljs  4^0 

Or  twitt  the  wool,  or  cull  the  various  dye :        - 

AdcFwn  their  Hmbs  long  matron-garments  flow. 

Their  mien  is  feminine,  their  pace  is  flow. 

ISome  kept  in  chains,  at  will  their  tyrants  fend 

The  lands  to  culture,  and  the  herds  to  tend.  455 

The  knights,  who  deem'd  hy  lot  to  fix  hia  name, 
Whofe  arm  might  for  the  reft  the  combat  claim. 
Would  from  the  chance  the  martial  dame  *  withhold. 
By  fex  unfit,  amidft  their  names  enrolled, 
Both'^palms  to  win  j  but  Ihe  with  noble  pride        460 
Will  with  hit  peers  the  fated  fcroH  abide : 
On  her  it  fell — I  firft  in  fight  will  die 
Ere  you  ((he  cry'd)  in  cruel  bondage  lie : 
This  fteel  (and  as  Ihe  (poke  her  trufty  fword 
She  grafp'd)  your  pledge  of  fafety  fhall  afibrd :     465 
With  this  I  mean  each  fatal  tye  to  loofe. 
As  Perfia's  viftor  f  cut  the  Gordian  noofe. 

Far  in  the  city  was  a  fquare  enclosed. 
And  fet  apart,  with  feat^  around  diipos'd. 
To  pleafe  the  vulgar  herd'  with  many  a  fray  jljq 

Of  wreftling,  tournament,  and  martial  play. 

**  '     *  MaRPHISA.        '         .     t   ALKiJCAKDIR. 

Four 
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Four  braien  portals  open  in  the  place, 
Whe^  females  fill  with  arms  the  crowded  fpace. 
Marphila  enters  on  a  dappled  fteed. 
Of  colour  grey,  of  more  than  vulgar  breed ;  47  5 

Small  was  his  head,  his  joints  were  ftrongly  knit. 
Proudly  he  paw'd,  and  champ'd  the. frothy  bit  > 
Fire  flalh'd  his  eyes— -this  from  a  thoufand  more 
Of  generous  ftrain  in  Norandino's  ftwe. 
The  monarch  chofc,  and,  deck'd  with  trappings  brave. 
The  r^gal  prefent  to  Marphifa  gave,    .  48 1 

Who,  entering  at  the  fouth,  where  on  the  gate 
The  mid-day  fhone,  ftood  ftill  the  charge  to  wait : 
Then  from  the  portal  of  the  north  fhe  faw 
Her  ten  opponents  to  the  combat  draw*  485 

The  firft  bold  knight,  who  look'd  himfelf  a  hoft, 
Scem*d  ih  hk  arm  the  force  of  all  to  boaft.   - 
The  lift  he  entef*d  on  a  courfer's  back 
Of  ftrongeft  limbs,  and  more  than  raven  black. 
Save  that  his  front  and  hindnnoft  foot  diiplay'd      490 
Some  Ihow-white  hairs  amidft  the  daflcy  fhade- 
Clad  like  his  fteed  in  fable  weeds  of  woe 
The  champion  came,  as  if  he  meant  to  fliow 
An  emblem  of  his  own  diftrcfsful  ftate, 
Jiow  fmall,  Ws  comfort,  and  his  griefs  how  great!  495 

A  a  2  Th? 
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The  trumpet  founds,  and  to  the  chargft  addreft. 
At  once  nine  warriors  place  the  lance  in  reft : 
But  he,  the  mourning  knight,  whofe  noble  heapt 
Difdains  th'  advantage,  ftands  awhile  apart  i 
Apart  he  ftands,  the  conflift  to  furvey,  ^eo 

And  fee  one  lance  with  nine  dilpute  the  day. 

The  fteed,  with  ealy  pace  and  ftcady  force. 
Bore  the  brave  virgin  to  th'  unequal  courfe. 
Who  wielded  in  her  gralp  fo  huge  a  Ipear, 
3carce  four  fuffic'd  th*  enormous  weight  to  rear.   505 
So  fierce  fhe  came,  with  fuch  a  dauntlefe  look, 
A  thoufand  cheeks  grew  pale^  a  thoufand  bofoms  fhook. 

Swift  through  the  firft,  as  if  his  fencelefs  breaft 
No  armour  wore,  the  furious  ftcel  (he  prefs*d : 
The  weapon  pafs*d,  with  matchlels  ftrength  impeU'd, 
His  plated  fhield,  and  through  his  cuirafs  held.      511 
The  virgin  left  the  wretched  warrioj-  flain. 
And  turn'd  againft  the  reft  with  loofen'd  rein : 
Againft  the  fecond  bold  advancing  foe. 
And  next  the  third,  Ihe  dealt  fo  fierce  a  blow,       51  jf 
That  cither's  Ipinal  bone  the  weapon  broke. 
And  both  at  once  their  feats  and  life  forfook* 

Together  now  the  remnant  fix  engag'd 
The  gallant  maid,  and  war  united  wag'd. 

Againft 


BookIX.  ORLANDO.  ssjr 

Againft  her  corflct  javelins  fhapt  in  vain,  5  20 

While  fhe  unmov'd  could  every  flxoke  fuftam. 
-  In  tennis  dips,  not  niore  the  fencing  wall 
Refifts  the  impulfe  of  the  bounding  ball. 
In  vain  the  force  of  hoftile  weapon  fought 
To  pierce  her  arms,  of  pureft  temper  wrought ;     525 
By  magic  wrought  in  Styx's  burning  fteam. 
And  hifling  plung'd  in  black  Avernus'  flxeam. 
Now  at  the  barrier  bounds  awhile  Ihe  ftay*d. 
Then  wheeFd  her  courfer,  and  with  brandifh'd  blad^ 
The  reft  afl^il'd,  her  vidtory  purfu'd,  539 

And  to  the  elbows  dy'd  her  arms  in  blood. 
From  this  a  hand,  from  that  fhe  lops  the  he^d ; 
On  one  the  ghaftly  fword  fo  juft  is  fped. 
Head,  arms,  and  breaft  fall  fever'd  on  the  plain ; 
The  legs  and  belly  on  the  fteed  remain:  535 

Thus  half  the  man  (a  dreadful  fight)  appear'd : 

So  holy  pilgrims,  to  the  faint  rever'd. 
For  members  heal'd,  of  wax  or  filver  frame 
The  parts  reftor'd,  and  in  their  patron's  name 
Sufpend  the  pious  gift  to  him  whofe  aid  they  claim. 
Thus  by  her  valour  each  in  turn  was  flain,  541 

Or  lay  extended  fenfelefs  on  the  plain, 
^hat  wpjl  fhe  knew  he  never  more  could  rear 
Xfee  mafTy  buckler  or  the  pointed  fpcar, 

A  a  3  Th? 
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^  The  champion  in  the  lift  retired  alone,  54^ 

Who  few  the  nine  by  one  brave  arm  o'eFthrown> 
Now  fpurr'd  his  ftced,  but  firft  hy  figns  began 
To  a(k  a  parley  ere  the  coijrfe  he  ran ; 
And  little  thinking  that  with  man's  array, 
Conceard  in  martial  weeds  a  virgin  lay,  550 

Qraceful  he  fpoke — Thy  ^irits,  valiant  knight. 
May  furely  droop  in  luch  unequal  fight  j 
Till  morn  I  give  thee  from  the  field  to  reft. 
Then  may'ft  thou  turn  to  fi-efhcr  ftrife  addreft : 
So  fliall  my  fword  a  nobler  combat  claim,  555 

Nor  with  thy  vigour  fpent  pollute  my  feme. 

To  warlike  feats  thefe  limbs  have  l^cwg  bcea  bred^ 
Nor  have  I  toil'd  ib  far  (Marphifa  faid) 
But  to  thy  coft,  I  truft,  thou  foon  Ihalt  know 
My  nerve  and  %irit  equal  to  my  foe.  5.6* 

Thy  words,  the  proffer  of  a  courteoo*  brcafl^ 
I  praife^  bni  feek  not  yet  fo  ibon  to  reft  5 
Still  fhines  the  day,  and  'twere  a  fhame  ft)r  knight 
To  lofe  in  floth  the  yet  remaining  light. 

The  ft  ranger  then — O  !  that  my  woe-ftruck  mind 
Could  gain  as  fere  each  good  it  pants  to  find,        566 
As  thou  from  me  thy.  fill  of  arms  ftialt  tafte, 
And  find  perchance  the  day  too  quickly  waft^* 

•  He 
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He  faid ;  and  ftrait  mo  beamy  lances,  wrooglit 
Like  jponderoas  mafts,  he  bids  with  ^eed  tre  broughr; 
To  bold  Marphiia's  hand  the  choice  he  gives,  ,     571 
The  ^ar  which  &e  rejects  himfclf  receives. 
The  trumpet  founds— the  courfers  fhakc  th«  ground. 
Earth,  air,  and  fea,  the  thundering  charge  refound. 
With  eyes  unmoved  each  mute  affiifant  flands  -,     575 
No  word,  no  breath,  is  heard  through  all  the  bands ! 
So  fix'd  was  each  to  mark  with  longing  gaze. 
Which  knight  would  win  the  palm^-of  knightly  praife. 
Marphifa  aims  her  fpear  with  eager  force. 
To  hurl  the  fable  warrior  from  his  horfr,  ^8 a 

No  more  to  rife ;  nor  lefs  the  fable  foe 
Thinks  with  a  rfiruft  to  lay  Marphifa  low. 
The  choicn  Ipears  like  faplels  ofiers  broke. 
Up  to  the  reft  they  fhiver'd  with  the  ftroke : 
At  once,  as  if  a  ftrythe  with  fweepy  (way  5.^^ 

Had  cut  the  nerves,  on  earth  each  courfcr  lay; 
Soon  as  they  touch'd  the  ground,  the  warriors  ftood 
On*foot  recover'd,  and  the  fight  renewed. 
Each  weapon's  edge  and  point  by  turm  they  ply!d ; 
With  fword  and  IhieH  they  fenced,  or.leapM  afide  590' 
To  Ihun  the  ftroke :  the  weil-aim*d  ftroke  Mi>ounds ;  * 
The  ftroke  that  mifs*d^  in  hifling  air  rcloHnds. 

A  a  4  The 
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The  battle  kfted  till  declining  lijght. 
Nor  feem*d  th'  advantage  to  the  dame  or  knight; 
And  now  fo  deep,  the  (hades  increafing,  grow,       595 
Not  this,  nor  that,  can  ward  the  threatening  blow. 
Now  darknefs  clos'd — when  to  the  glorious  maid. 
With  courteous  mien,  the  generous  warrior  faid. 

What  can  we  more,  fince  night  obtrudes  her  veil; 
While  yet  the  battle  hangs  in  equal  fcale  ?  60Q 

Then  hear,  O  chief !  awhile  prolong  thy  life. 
At  leaft  till  morn  revives  the  noble  ftrife ; 
If  to  thy  wafting  days  a  fingle  night 
I  only  grant — no  blame  on  me  muft  light:. 
Condemn  die  law  of  this  accurfed  race,  605 

The  female  fex  that  rule  this  hafed  plac^ 
But  HE,  fropfi  whoni  no  art  the  truth  conceals^ 
Knows  if  for  thee  and  thine  n\y  bofom  feels. 
Thou  and  thy  fellows  ipay'ft  with  me  r^fidc^ 
With  others,  danger  will  thy  fleep  betide,  5 10 

Againft  thee  now  conlpire  the  female  train, 
Whofe  hufbands  by  thy  cpnquering  hand  are  flain. 
For  know  that  each,  whp  by  thy  arm  lies  dead,  - 
Ten  wives  poflefs'd :  hence  ninety  females  led 
To  feek  revenge  (uhleis  with  me  you  reft)  615 

In  night's  dead  filence  may  your  fleep  molcft. 

Marphif^ 
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Marphifa  then-^I  gladly  Ihall  receive 
The  fair  afylum  which  thou  deign'ft  to  give ; 
Securein  thee  fuch  virtuo\is  faith  to  find 
As  fuits  thy  courage  and  exalted  mind !  629 

Now,  at  thy  choice,  the  combat  urge  or  ftay  ^ 
Or  meet  by  moon-li^t,  or  by  light  of  day : 
Whatever  thou  feek^ft,  behold  me  ready  ftjU 
Each  hour  a  warrior's  duty  to  fulfil. 

Unfinifli'd  thus  they  left:  the  glorious  fight^        6if,^. 
Till  Ganges'  ftream  Ihould  glow  with  golden  light. 
To  Aquilant,  to  Gryphpn,  all  the  train 
Of  gallant  champions,  came  the  knight  humane. 
With  generous  fult  to  each  by  turns  addreft, 
Beneath  his  hofpitable  roof  to  reft.  6^,9 

All  gladly  yie^,  and  now  with  cheerful  blaze 
Of  torches'  light,  the  lord  his  guefls  conveys 
To  reach  his  regal  dome,  where  every  room 
With  Iplendor  fhohe  and  labours  of  the  loom. 

Now  from  each  head  the  martial  helmet  rais'd,  635 
The  two  brave  combatants  with  wonder  gaz'd. 
The  flranger-knight  was  frelh  and  fair  of  hue, 
His  downy  cheeks  but  eighteen  fummers  knew. 
The  virgin  marvell'd  much  his  arm  could  wage 
guch  df eadFul  battles  in  fo  green  an  age ;  64a 

Nor 
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Nor  Icfs  he  wondered,  when  her  helm  unclosed. 
Her  flowing  locks  and  beauteous  fex  exposed. 
His  foe  but  late ! — now  each  with  like  demand 
Enquires  the  other's  aftions,  name,  and  land. 

Then  to  the  youth  the  martial  dame  revealed     645 
In  few  her  dreadful  name,  till  then  conceaFd : 

Marphifa  am  I  call'd no  more  ftie  faid. 

For  Fame  through  every  realm  the  reft  had  Ipread. 
The  ftranger  then  — — All  here,  T  truft,  may  know 
The  glorious  ftock  to  which  my  birth  I  owe :        650 

Who  has  not  heard  of  Clarmont's  mighty  name. 
Whence  the  bold  knight  *  who  flew  Almontes  came ; 
And  he  f ,  by  whom  the  fierce  Mambrino  flain 
(His  kingdom  laid  in  ruin)  prefs'd  the  plain. 
That  blood  I  boaft— and  near  the  Euxine  waves,  (^^^ 
Where  Ifter  with  his  ftreams  the  region  laves. 
To  Amon's  duke  (who  on  that  fated  fhore 
His  wanderings  ended)  me  Conftantia  bore. 
One  year  has  roird,  fince  her,  in  forrow  loft, 
I  left  to  feek  my  friends  on  Gallia's  coaft :  660 

But,  ^midft  the  voyage,  rofe  a  ftormy  wind. 
And  hither  drove  me  from  the  port  defign'dv 
Ten  months  have  paft,  Tmce  here  detained  I  inourn 
The  lingering  hours,  and  curfe  each  day's  return. 
♦  Orlanpo.  t  Rinaldo. 

Guida 
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I 

Guido  the  Savage,  am  I  call'd— — a  nanic  665 

Scarce  yet  recorded  on  the  lift  of  &nie. 

Here  with  the  ten  th*  tmequal  lift  I  try'dj 

By  me  the  ten  in  fatal  combat  dy'd. 

And  now  ten  wedded  partners  grace  my  fide. 

He  faid :  the  warriors  Guido  then  demand        ^7^ 
Why  men  were  baniih'd  from  that  impious  ftrand  1 
Why  women  there  ufurp'd  unwonted  fway> 
And  made  the  huft>and  female  rule  obey. 

When  Guido  thus :  What  time  the  Grecian  powers 
From  Troy  returned  to  view  their  country's  &ores>  67^ 
Phalantus  exii'd,  left  his  native  land. 
With  many  a  youth  (a  hundred  form'd  their  band). 
Unhappy  children,  born  of  lawlefs  love. 
Condemned  a  wretched  vagrant  life  to  prove, 
Thcfe,  in  a  fliip,  with  allprovifions  ftor*d,  6  So 

Each  foreign  clime  for  wealth  and  prey  explored. 
The  Cretans,  that  Idomeneus  expell'd, 
(The  cruel  fire  who  Crete's  dominion  held) 
Engag'd  Phalantus  with  his  friends,  to  guard 
Diftamnum's  walls,  againft  a  fiege  prepared*  685 

The  Cretan  dames,  accuftom'd  to  receive 
Each  foreign  gueft,  to  thefe  foch  welcome  give 
That  litde  wanted  for  Phalantus'  train 
*  P'er  female  hearts  t*  extend  Igve's  gentle  r^ign. 

Thtff 
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They  few,  they  woo*d — the  fair  their  vows  returned. 
And  each  for  each  with  mutual  ardor  burn'd.        691 
.  Now  peace  rcftor'd,  the  foldier's  labours  o'er, 
The  youths  prepared  to  quit  the  Cretan  fhore : 
Th'  enaroour'd  dames,  their  voyage  to  partake. 
Friends,  parents,  brethren,  eVery  tie  forfake.  695 

Each  from  her  dwelling  bears,  with  wary  Health, 
Rich  gems  of  price,  and  countlefs  fums  of  wealth; 
And  many  a  league  their  veflel  plough'd  the  tide> 
Ere  tliQfe  of  Crete  their  heavy  lofs  defqry'd. 
At  lengdi  this  fated  land  (then  fcarcely  prdQ:         70Q 
By  foot  of  mortals)  gave,  the  wanderers  reft. 
Tea  days  to  them  the  region  feem'4  a  fe^t 
Of  endleis  pleafiires,  and  a  bleft  retreat : 
But  loon  tfaefe  exiles,  wearied  with  the  charge 
Of  female  mates,  refolv'd  to  live  at  large,  705 

Paft  love  forgot,  their  partners  they  forfook. 
And,  laden  with  their  fpoils,  their  courfe  they  took, 

* 

To  where  in  Fuglia,  on  the  fea-beat  fliores. 
They  founded  fair  Tarentum-s  rifing  to^cr?. 

The  dames,  abandon- d  on  a  lonely  cpaft,  710 

Betrayed  by  thofe  in  whom  they  trufted  moft. 
Along  die  fands  fome  :days  in  filent  grief 
Like  ftatues  ftood ;  but  finding  np  rejipf 

From 
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From  prayers  or  tears,  they  turrfd  them  to  debate  714 
What  means  might  beft  relieve  dieir  wretched  ftate, 
Wh^n,  what  her  thoughts  iuggdbd,  each  difclosM : 
Some  to  regain  their  native  Crete  propos'd,  . 
And  rather  dare  the  wofft  they  might  engage 
From  a  wrong'd  parent/ or  a  kinfman's  rage. 
Than  hid  in  deferts,  or  in  forisfts  lie,  720 

Witfi  want  to  linger,  or  with  famino  die.  / 

Some  vow'd  they  never  to  luch  fhame  would  bend^ 
But  rather,  plung'd  in  fcas,  their  being  end ; 
And  deem'd  it  better  far,  with  honour  loft. 
Though  .poor,  or  flaves,  to  rove  from  coaft  to  coaft. 

At  lengdi  a  female,  Oronthca  nam'd,  726 

Stood  forth,  who  kindred  from  king  Minos  claim'd;    ~ 
To  brave  Phalantus  (he  her  virgin  charms 
Refign'd,  and  left  for  him  her  parents'  arms. 
Now  while  her  ipeech  and  outward  looks  exprefs'd 
The  indignation  of  a  generous  «breaft,  731 

She  firft  condemned  what  each  had  fingly  mo>'d. 
Then  gave  that  counfel,  which  the  reft  approved. 

« 

She  willed  them  there  to  dwell,  for  there  they  found 
A  healthful  air,  and  fields  with  plenty  crown'di     735 
Clear  fdver  ftreams  that  through  the  meadows  ftray'd, 
Rith  fpreading  meads,  and  forefts  thick  with  ftiade  -, 

Sha 
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She  m^'d  them  diere  t'  abide,  and  for  die  fake 
Ofthofe  that  wrong'd  diciii,  heavy  vei^geaBcse  take     > 
On  an  the  fex;  and  every  Veffd  toft  740 

By  tempcfti,  driven  to  ftelter  on  the  coaft. 
Pillage  and  bxim,  aflM  with  fire  and  AeeU- 
Nor  let  a  fingle  life  their  mercy  fcek 

Thus  counfeird  Ibe,  tffl  all  alike  inflam'd 
With  cruel  thot%hts,  the  new-made  law  prodaitnU 

When  winds  fofetel  a  ftorm,  the  dcfperate  tram  746 
Of  females  arm*d,  rufli  headlong  to  the  main ; 
Their  fury  ruthlefe  Orohdiea  guides. 
Who  now  tl^ir  queen,  abcvc  the  reft  prefeies. 
Wh^te'er  devoted  ftrangcrs  Tcape  the  flood,  750 

But  'fcape  to  drench  this  cruel^il  with  blood. 
Year  following  year,  the  widow'd  females  ihow 
This  fctded  hate  of  man,  their  mcatal  foe. 
At  fength  new  fears  their  vengeM  breafts  aflail ; 
WSch  lapfe  of  rime  their  numbers  foon  muft  fai;  7.5  j 
And  fliouW  no  offspring  from  themfelves  defcend. 
Their  ftate,  their  vengeance,  and  their  name  muft 
end,  f 

Which  to  remoteft  days  they  laboured  to  extend.       J 
Their  rigour,  heiice  relaxed,  from  many  a  band. 
By  ctioice  -or  fortune  cfai ven  to  touch  the  land,      yfii^ 
^    •  Ten 
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Ten  youth&l  knights  of  manly  fana,  they  t&ke» 
And  parm^s  of  thdr  bed  and  kingdom  make  » 
But  fwear  them  firil^  that  every  wanderer  led 
(Whatever  his  nuik)  thefe  haplefs  fliores  to  tread 
Without  difti|i^*Uon  by  the  fword  fhall  BiH,  765 

And  one  i«inoriele&  flaug^ter  fwaUow  all 
Yet  left,  in  future  time,  the  numbers  born,       ^ 

« 

Of  ifilie  male,  ihould  hold  their  law  in  Icorn, 

And  they  at  length  behold,,  in  evil  haur» 

To  hated  man  revert  their  darling  power ;  77a 

^The  female  train,  in  fynod  ixaet,  decreed. 

Each  mother's  care  one  only  male  fhoold  breed. 

This  doom'd  to  every  talk  of  fervile  toil,. 

To  tend  the  herds,  or  till  the  fertile  foil. 

Now,  years  elaps'd,  his  lucklefs  fortune  bore     775 
A  noble  yquth  to  this  inhuman  ihore. 
From  great  Alcidcs'  ftock  his  birth  he  claim'd. 
In  arms  experienced,  and  Elbanio  nam'd : 
Him,  widi  his  crew,  they  feiz'd,  and  kept  in  thralj. 
Sad  vidims  deftin'd  by  their  laws  to  fall^  7 $9 

Where  in  the  fane,  by  Oi;onthea  rear'd, 
A  dreadful  altar  to  Revenge  appear*d;. 
Fair  was  the  yoiith,  of  femblance  rarely  fcen. 
Of  graceful  carnage,  and  commanding  mien ; 

,    So 


/ 
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So  irom  his  lins  the  hone/d  accents  broke^  785 

That  venom'jd  afps  might  liften  while  he  ipdce« 

Fix>mfem/the  news  of  his  airival  caught, 

To  Alexandra's  gendc  ear  was  brought ; 

Fair  Alexandra^  bom  of  her  who  fway'd 

The  fceptre  ftill,  though  now  with  years  decayed:  79a 

Still  Oronthea  liv'd,  but  none  furviv*d. 

Save  her  alone,  of  all  that  firft  arrived. 

Ten  knights,  renown'd  for  deeds  of  arms  achieved. 
With  hoftile  welcome  all  that  came  receiv'd. 
Now  Alexandra,  eager  to  behold  795 

A  youth,  whofe  praife  report  fo  loudly  tdd^ 
To  Oronthea  her  requeft  preferred. 
And  faw  Elbanio,  and  his  converfe  heard. 
But  when  fhe  fought  to  go,  her  virgin  heart 
Felt  the  firft  throbbing  of  an  amorous  dart :  800 

Elbanio  then — O  !  faireft  of  thy  kind. 
If  pity  here  could  e'er  reception  find ; 
Pity,  which  dwells  where'er  the  fun  difplay'd 
Gives  tints  to  objefe,  or  gives  light  to  Ihade, 
Fain  would  I  now  (by  thofe  tranfcendant  charms, 
Whofe  powerful  influence  every  gazer  war/ns)      806 
From  thee  requeft  my  life,  that  what  I  owe 
To  thee  prolgng'd,  for  thee  I  might  befrow : 

Whatever 


I 
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Whate'er  my  fate — O  !  give  me  but  to  wield  ^ 
My  glorious  arms,  and  die  with  fpear  and  (hieldj  8io 
Not  like  fome  criminal,  whom  laws  arraign. 
Or  brutal  beaft  before  the  altar  flain.    . 

Fair  Alexandra,  in  whofc  lovely  eyes 
Companion  pleaded  for  the  youth,  replies. 

O !  would  to  l^caven  I  could  as  well  arreft        815 
Th'  inhuman  law  that  binds  each  wretched  gueft. 
As  freely  now  my  death  I  would  receive. 
And,  with  my  own,  thy  better  life  reprieve. 
But  here  no  worth  avails  to  break  thy  chain. 
And,  what  thou  aflc'ft,  tho'  little,  hard  to  gairi :      8  20 
Yet  what  I  can,  expeft— while  much  I  dread 
New  fpfFerings  hang  o'er  thy  devoted  head. 
Let  me  but  meet  (Elbanio  thus  rejoin'd) 
The  ten  in  field — fo  firm  my  heart  I  find, 
I  trufb  to  'fcape  with  life  the  bloody  fray,  825 

And  every  foe,  though  trebly  arm'd,  to  flay. 

To  this  the  virgin  fair  madi:*no  reply. 
But  fi-om  her  bofom  drew  a  tender  figh ; 
Then  fought  her  mother,  and  with  eameft  prayer 
Inclined  the  queen  the  noble  youth  to  fpare,  8^0 

On  this  condition,  that  in  lifts  of  fight 
The  ten  ftiould  perilh  by  his  fingle  might. 

Vol,  I.  B  b  Queen 
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Queen  Oronthea  then  the  femak  train 
To  council  caird,  and  thus  her  (peedl  began. 

From  every  crew,  whom  chance  may  hither  lend^ 
Wc  flill  (hould  fiacc  the  braveft  to  defend  R36 

Our  port  and  fhores ;  by  trial  muft  we  choofe 
What  fits  our  wants  to  take,  and  what  refulcr 
If  to  my  judgment,  you  O  friends !  ^gree. 
Let  us  henceforth  a  ibvereign  law  decret>  &40 

That  every  knight,  by  fortune  hither  led. 
Ere  in  the  dreadful  fane  his  blood  we  fhed,^ 
Shall  (in  fuch  compaf):  if  he  dares  eng^) 
At  once  with  ten  the  combat  fingly  wage  j 
And,  fliould  he  conquer^  with  a  didftn  train        845 
Of  brave  ailbciates,  fhall  our  guard  maintain.. 
Thus  far  I  fpeak^  fince  in  our  prifim  lies 
A  captive^  who  to  battle  ten  djcfiesr 
Should  he  their  equal  prove— forbid  it.  Heaven^  I 
But  to  fuch  worth  fome  favour  fhould  be  given :  850 
Or  fhould  he  fail  in  what  he  ralhly  dares^ 
He  meets  the  punifhment  himfelf  prepares^ 

She  ceas'd ;  her  reafons  weighed,  wkh  one.  conienr 
The  council  yielded  to  the  queen's  imetitr 
At  length  'twas  fix'd,  the  youth  ihouldf  grace  obtain 
When  in  Uie  lift  his  arm  the  ten  had  flabf         ^856 

Alid 
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And  pledg-d  his  faith  with  ten  fair  dames  to  prove 
The  facred  bands  of  hymeneal  Iqve, 

Th'  enfqing  day,  to  liberty  reftor^d. 
The  knight  ireceiv'd  his  armour,  fteed,  and  fword;  860 
Alone  againfl:  the  warrior  ten  he  (tood. 
And  one  by  one  he  fhed  their  vital  blood. 

For  this  the  youth  with  Oronthea  won 
Such  fovereign  grace,  Ihe  chofe  him  for  her  fon, 
And  gave  him  Alexandra's  charms  to  wed,     865 
With  her  nine  virgins,  whom  at  choice  he  led 
The  lovely  partners  of  his  nuptial  bci 
She  left  the  youth  (with  Alexandra  fair. 
From  whom  the  land  was  nam'd)  her  kbgdonffs  heir. 
On  fuch  condition,  that  his  future  reign  870 

Might  dill  this  ftatute  through'  the  reahn  niaintain^ 
That  every  warrior  there  Ihould  lofe  his  lif?,* 
Or  meet  ten  warriors  in  unequal  ftrife. 
Thcfe  (hould  he  firft  in  dangerous  combat  foil. 
Then  find,  with  ten  fair  dames,  his  fortune  finiie;  875 
Here  fhould  he  live,  tOl  to  the  land  arrived 
Some  foreign  knight  that  him  of  life  deprived* 
Two  thoufand  years  have  roU'd,  fincc  firft  was  plann'4 
This  hateful  law,  and  ftill  it  rules  the  land. 
Few  days  elapfe,  but  for  a  facrifice     .  880 

Some  hapleis  viftim  in  the  temple  dies. 

B  b  a  Oft 
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Oft  when,  as  chance  direds,  ibme  fearlels  knight 
Dares  like  Elbanio  arm  him  for  the  fight, 
■  Stretched  in  the  lift  his  lifelefs  limbs  arc  Ipread, 
And  ah !  how  few  furvive  the  ten  to  wed  I  Sgf. 

Thus  fell  their  laft  brave  chief— but  litde  fpace 
He,  with  his  wives,  maintained  the  fovereign  place  ;- 
For  hither  driven  by  tempefts  from  the  deep> 
I  clos'd  his  eyes  in  everlafting  fleep. 
O !  had  I  fall'n  with  him  in  bloody  ftrife,^  890 

And  not  prolonged  in  bonds  a  Ihameful  life. 
Gay  pleafures,  fmiling  (ports,  and  amorous  toys  j 
Each  foft  delight  that  youth  like  mine  employs  j 
Rich  vefts  and  jewels  that  the  perfon  grace ; 
And,  *midft  his  peers,  pre-eminence  of  place;        S95 
Heaven  knows  avail  but  little  him,  who  croft 
By  envious  Fortune,  has  his  freedom  loft ! 
Ah !  wretch !  that  while  I  thus  my  bonds  deplore, 
Muft  never  hope  to  quit  this  hateful  fhore ! 
To  fee  vile  floth  my  faircft  flower  deftroy  900 

In  prime  of  life,  embitters  every  joy. 
The  fame  of  Clarmont  wide  her  wings  extends 
To  higheft  heaven  from  earth's  remoteft  ends— 
O  !  to  my  brethren's  could  I  join  my  name,  904 

My  deeds  with  theirs  might  honour's  portion  claim ! 

'  Here 
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Here  Guido  clos'd  his  fpeech,  and  curs'cj  the  day 
That  gave  him  o'er  the  land  deteftcd  fway  j 
Gave  him  from  cither  field  the  prize  to  bear. 
To  flay  the  champions^  and  to  wed  the  fair. 

Aftolpho  filent  ftood,  awhile  concealed,  910 

Till  now  by  many  a  certain  mark  reveal'd. 
In  him  his  kinfman  Guido  well  he  knew. 
Who  by  an  alien's  bed  his  birth  from  Amon  drew. 

Then  thus — Behold  the  Englifli  duke  confefs'd. 
Thy  own  Aftolpho  here — he  faid,  and  prefs^d        915 
The  youthful  champion  with  a  clofe  emOT^ce, 
While  tears  of  pleafure  trickled  down  his  face. 
What  proof  fo  certam  could  we  here  receivp  ? 
What  proofi  dear  kinfinan,  could  thy  mother  leave 
To  fpeak  thy  birth,  like  what  thy  fword  has  fliown 
In  glorious  fight,  to  ftamp  thee  for  our  own  ?        921 

He  faid  5  o'eijoy 'd  his  kinfman  Guido  knew. 
And  ftrain'd  him.  clofe,  and  to  his  bofom  grew. 

.  Marphifa  then— Unite  thee  to  our  band, 
And  let  us  quit  by  force  this  hated  land.  9^5 

Such  hopes,  alas !  are  fruitlefs  (he  reply'd). 
Our  combat  only  muft  our  fate  decide. 
Then  fhe — This  heart  through  fear  fliall  never  fliun 
The  glorious  taflc  my  arms  have  once  begun :  * 

B  b  3  Such 
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Such  in  the  batdc  have  I  proved  thy  might,  93a 

With  thee  I  dare  the  moft  unequal  fight. 
When,  on  to-morrow's  fun,  the  vulgar  crew 
Shall  throng  the  theatre  our  fig^t  to  view> 
Let  us  on  all  our  deathful  rage  dilpenfe. 
On  thofe  that  fly,  and  thofe  that  make  defence  j    9^1 
To  wolves  and  vultures  caft  their  bcxiies  dead. 
And  fee  the  flames  on  all  their  city  fpread. 

Behold  me  ready  (fearlefs  Guido  cry'd) 
To  join  thy  arms,  and  perifli  hy  thy  fide ; 
For  never  muft  we  hope  with  life  to  fly  i  940 

Suffice  that  unreveng'd  we  fhall  not  die. 
Oft  have  I  told,  of  this  inhuman  race. 
Ten  thouiand  females  in  the  crowded  fpace ; 
As  many  guard  the  caftle,  walls,  and  ft  rand. 
That  none,  unqueftion'd,  can  depart  the  land,        9^5 

To  whom  Marphifa— Be  their  numbers  more 
Than  Xentcs  mufter'd  on  the  .Grecian  ihore ; 
Than  thofe  rebellious  fpirits,  juftly  driven 
To  endlefs  paips  frpip  blifsful  feats  of  heaven. 
Be  thou  my  aid— at  kaft,  affift  not  thofe  j  950 

One  day  (hall  f^c  me  rout  this  hoft  of  foes. 

Then  Guido—Jtiear  what  haply  may  prevail  j 
All  other  meuis  arc  yain  if  this,  fljpuld  foil: 

Of 
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Of  all  mj  "Wi^cs,  in  one  I  chief  confide. 

By  many  a  proof  of  l^og  affeftion  try'd.  955 

She  iq  tbe  bay^  ere  morn  has  elear'd  the  air 

Fnxn  murky  fliade^  a  pinnaee  (hall  prepare, 

Whichj  amply  ftor'd^  your  mariners  ihaU  find. 

To  plou^  the  deep  and  catch  the  favouring  wind. 

You  cloie  i^hind  my  guiding  fleps  purfue,  960 

Knights,  merchants,  feamen,  (a  determin'd  crew) 

United  firmly  -,  every  welcome  gucft 

That  here  has  deign'd  beneath  my  roof  to  reft. 

Should  aught  oppofe  to  intercept  our  courfe. 

Your  arms  and  valour  muft  a  paflage  force  1        9(5 

And  thus,  I  truft,  with  fpear  and  iVord  in  hand. 

To  fet  you  free  from  this  det^fled  land. 

Aft  as  thou  wilt  (Marphifa  thus  reply *d), 
I  for  my  fafcty  in  myfelf  confide. 
Yet  were  my  fex  difclos*d,  a  woman's  name         970 
Would  fair  regard  from  eyery  female  claim* 
Here  might  1  dwell  efteem'd  in  higheft  grace. 
And  'midft  their  fenatc  hold  an  honoured  place ; 
But  finee  with  thefe  I  came^  with  {hefe  to  fliare 
One  common  fortune  is  alon?  my  c^  |  ^ye 

Nor  would  I  poorly  freedom  here  retain^^ 
pr  hcnc?  depart^  yrhik  thefe  in  bonds  remain* 

B  b  4  Marphifa 
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Marphifa  thus  reveard  her  generous  mindj 
Then  to  his  charge  th'  important  day  refign*d. 

Guido,  by  nighty  his  faithful  dame  addrefs'd^     980 

Aleria,  of  his  conforts  lov'd  the  beft : 

And  little  fpeech  her  gentle  bofom  mov^d, 

«• 
To  fecond  all  her  deareft  lord  approved 

A  fhip  (he  chofe  with  due  provificns  florid. 

And  all  her  wealthieft  treafurcs  placed  on  boards  985 

Then,  with  her  comrades,  feign'd  at  morning  break  " 

In  fearch  of  Ipoil  a  venturous  cruife  to  make. 

.  Meanwhile,  beneath  her  roof  fhe  bade  prepare 

Spears,  bucklers,  Iwords,  each  implement  of  war : 

All  night,  againft  furprife,  the  guard  they  keep,     99a 

By  turns  they  hold  the  watch,  by  turns  they  deep  ^ 

And  (heath'd  in  armour  wait,  with  longing  eyes, 

To  fee  the  .dawning  red  in  eaftern  Ikies. 

Scarce  had  the  day  begun  with  beamy  light 

« 

To  chace  from  earth  the  gloomy  veil  cf  night,      995 
When  in  the  theatre  the  fernalc  throng, 
To  view  the  combat,  pour'd  in  heaps  along : 
Thus  o'er  the  threfhold  of  their  peopled  hive. 
When  Ipring  returns,  the  bees  in  clufters  drive. 
With  trumpets,  drums,  and  horns,  that  echo'd  round, 
The  turnult  thickens;  earth  and  Ikies  rcfound;     loor 

While, 


Book  IX.  ORLANDO.  377 

While  thus  their  lord  *  they  fiimmon'd  to  the  fight. 
To  end  his  battle  with  the  ftranger  knight. 

In  armour  Guido,  Sanfonetto  came,' 
Gryphon,  and  Aquilant,  the  martial  dame  f,      '1005 
With  England's  duke  J  i  and  next  a  mingled  crowd. 
Some  march'd  on  foot,  and  fome  the  fteed  bcftrode. 
From  Guido's  dwelling,  to  the  port  and  bay. 
Their  paflage  through  the  lift  of  combat  lay : 
Thus  laid  the  youth,  and  vrg'd  the  valiant  crew  loio 
His  bold  example  fearlefs  to  purfue. 
Silent  he  led  them  on,  relblv'd  to  dare 
The  dreadful  trial  in  the  public  fquare. 
He  enter'd  now,  a  hundred  in  his  train. 
And  eager  ftrove  the  adverfe  gate  to  gain;  1015 

In  vain  he  ftrove,  while  countlefs  throngs  enclosed. 
And  with  their  glittering  arms  his  courfe  opposed. 
Guido,  his  bold  compeers  with  dauntlefs  breaft. 
But  chief  Marphifa,  brave  above  the  reft. 
Forget  not  now  their  dreadful  fwords  to  ply,        loid^ 
And  every  means  to  force  the  paflage  try. 
But  foon  fo  thick  the  arrows  rain  around. 
That  wounded  fome,  fome  lifelefs  prefs  the  ground. 
Deep,  and  more  deep,  th'  unequal  conflift  ^rows. 
Till  valour  ftirinks  before  fuch  hofts  of  foes :        1025 
•  Guido,  f  Marphisa,  %  Astolpho. 

Beneath 
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*  § 

Beneath  him  Sanfonctte's  ftejed  is  i3am. 

And  near  him  falls  Marphifa's  on  the  plaiq : 

Then  thus  Aftolpho  thought — Wh^t  cjaqgerous  hour 

Cai%  better  claim  my  horn's  fubduing  power  ? 

Since  all  our  fwords  avail  no^— let  us  prove        103Q 

If  this,  as  wont,  can  every  foe  remove* 

Thus  he ;  and  to  his  naoufh  the  horn  applies  % 
The  earth  relbunds,  ai^d  echoes  rend  the  ikies. 
Each  ftartled  bread  is  feiz'd  with  fqdden  fright, 
Each  ready  foot  is  turned  to  fpeedy  flight;  lojf^ 

Thefe  from  their  feats  aghaft  and  trembling  fall^ 
Thofe  undefended  leave  the  gates  and  wall, 
As,  when  deep  flumber  every  eyelid  feals. 
Where,  by  degrees,  the  flame  clofe  lurking  fl:eal3 
From  beani  to  beam,  till  all  around  it  pfeys  ^      IP40 
Sudden  awaken'd  in  the  fiery  blaze. 
From  room  to  rpom  the  fhrieking  wretches  fly. 
From  roofs  aiid  windows  leap,  while  from  on  high 
3ome  'fcape  by  falling,  fome  by  falling  die. 
Thus,  careiefs  of  her  life,  and  wild  with  fear,       1045 
Each  flies  the  found  that  thunders  in  her  car, 
At  every  gate  at  once  a  thoufand  prefs  ^ 
Heaps  fall  op  heaps  5  the  driving  throngs  ^nqreafe^ 
And  choke  the  paflfage :  numbers  trod  ber^eath 
Are  flaini  and  numbers  nicet  yntin^ely  death,      1650 

Froi^ 
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From  gates  or  ramparts  caft :  one  fudden  dies ; 
One,  with  crufh'd  limbs^  a  lingering  vi£lim  lies ! 

Dire  is  the  tumult,  mingled  cries  afcend. 
And  loud  laments  the  ftany  r^ons  rend. 
Where'er  the  horn  is  heard,  they  ^ed  their  pace  1 
Nor  wonder  if  the  vile  ignoble  race  10^6 

With  coward  looks  and  panting  hearts  appear. 
Since  nature  forms  the  dailard  hare  to  &ar  i 
But  how  of  bold  Marphiia  fhall  I  tell  ? 
Of  Guido  Savage,  proved  in  fight  fo  wcU  ?  1060 

Of  Oliv^ro's  ♦  fons,  whofe  martial  praife 
Sudi  lailing  honours  to  their  houfe  could  raife : 
Who  late  whole  armies  viewed  with  fearlefs  eye. 
And  now,  bereft  of  courage,  trembling  fly  ? 

Meantime  Aftolpho  through  the  city  goes,      1065 
And  with  new  breath  his  horn  terrific  blows. 
One  gains  the  fea ;  one  climbs  the  mountain's  fide. 
And  one  in  gloomy  forefts  feeks  to  hide. 
Some  traverfe  many  jsHleague  of  country  o -er, 
And  fome  rcfview  their  nadre  ieats  np  more ;       1070 
WKle  fome  t'  efcape  fix)m  land  wo\ild  ftem  the  wave. 
And  fi^d  in  ruthlefs  feas  a  watery  grave. 
£ach  houie,  or  dome,  is^now  an  empty  (pace. 

And  all  the  city  (hows  a  defert  place. 

♦  Gryphon  and  A(iuiLANT. 

Marphiia, 
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Marphifa,  Guido  bold,  die  brethren  two,         1075 
Gryphon  and  Aquilant,  their  flight  purfue ; 
With  thefe  the  merchants,  and  the  failor-train. 
In  equal  terror  throng  the  beaten  plain  -, 
And  now  they  come,  where  near  the  cafUe  rides 
A  veflel  which  Aleria's  care  provides :  io8(i 

With  ipeed  embarking,  they  forfake  the  Ihore, 
Hoift  every  fail,  and  bend  to  e^^ry  oar. 

Their  terror  now  di^D'd,  thp  fear  of  blame 
In  every  feature  lights  the  glow  of  ihame : 
They  dare  not  meet  their  comrades'  eyes,  but  ftand 
With  down-caft  eyes,  a  mute  dge£ted  band.        10S6 

The  pilot,  on  his  courfe,  by  Cyprus  glides. 
By  fertile  Rhodes,  and  cuts  th'  Egean  tides* 
From  Sicily,  the  Tyrrhene  furges  croft. 
He  fails  by  Italy*s  delightfij  cpaft ;  109a 

And  now  to  Luna's  wifti'd-fbr  port  he  bends, 
>\nd  hails  his  home  and  long-forfaken  friends. 

The  warriors  here  with  bold  Marphifa  find. 
In  happy  time,  a  fliip  for  France  defign'd. 
The  pilot  thefe  invites :  the  \^illing  train  .    1*095 

I'hat  day  embark,  and  foon  Marfeilles  they  jgain. 
They  quit  the  ihip — Marphifa  bids  adieu 
To  Guido's  dame,  to  all  the  knightly  ?rew, 

3  Ic 
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It  ill  befeem'd,  in  one  fame  troop  (flie  ciy'd) 
To  view  fo  many  knights  of  valour  try'd  :  i  loo 

While  doves  and  ftorks  are  feen  together  joined. 
And  deer  and  (lags,  with  all  the  timorous  kind  i 
Bears,  lions,  tigers,  beafts  that  know  not  fear. 

Unaided  ftill,  and  fingle  ftill  appear* 

•  •* 
Such  were  her  words,  tho'  not  alike  they  weighed 

With  all  the  reft;  but  hence  the  wondrous  maid  1106 
The  champions  leaves,  and  travels  thence,  alone. 
Through  unfrequented  woods  and  paths  unknown. 

Druenza  paft,  the  Seine  and  Rhodan's  ftream. 
At  lengdi  flie  near  a  lofty  mountain  came ;  1 1 10 

There  by  a  flood,  with  fudden  waters  fwell'd. 
Aft  aged  crone  in  fable  weeds  beheld: 
With  travel  (pent  fhe  feem^d,  and  fore  diftrefl, 
Biut  more  with  heavy  thought  than  toiloppreft. 
Lo !  this  was  ftie,  who  far  from  haunts  of  men,  1 1 1 5 
Had  liv'd  with  outlaws  in  the  favage  den  j 
Where  Heaven  Orlando  brought  with  valorous  hand 
To  wreak  fliU  juftice  on  that  impious  band. 
Befide  the  ftream  flie  waits,  and  now  Ihe  meets 
The  feeming  knight,  and  low  fainting,  greets :     1 1 20 
Befeeching,  on  his  ftecd  to  waft  her  o'er 

Th'  oppofing  torrent  to  the  further  fliore. 

Marphifa, 
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Marphi(a,  courteous  from  her  earlieft  years, 
Acrols  the  flood  die  ancient  beldame  bears. 
And,  paft  the  ford,  difdains  not  to  convey  1 115 

Behind  her  courfcr,  till  diey  pafs'd  a  way 
Heavy  with  flough— when  clad  in  armour  bright,, 
With  trappings  rich  they  met  an  unknown  knight. 
Gay  pacing  towards  the  ftream  s  with  him  a  dame> 
And  fmgle  fquire  (his  fole  attendant)  came.         1 130 
Fair  was  the  dame  he  brought,  but  fair  in  vain, 
Hejs  haughty  carriage  call  a  deepening  ftain 
On  all  her  beauty,  while  her  fcorn  aijd  pride 
Seem'd  well  befitting  him  that  graced  her  fide. 

This  knight  was  Pinabel,  whofe  guile  betray'd. 
At  Merlin's  cave,  Albano's  martial  maid  *:         1136 
For  her,  whom  now  beneath  his  care  he  led. 
His  fighs  were  breath'd,  his  frequent  tears  were  flicd  5 
For  her,  whom  then  the  magic  tower  detained : 
But  when  Atlantes'  guile  no  more  reftrain'd        1140 
His  captives,  freed  by  brave  Dordona'^s  *  dame. 
She,  not  unmindful  of  her  former  flame. 
To  Pinabel  return'd,  and  with  him  fl:ill 
Wander 'd  from  tower  to  tower,  o'er  forefl:,  dale,  andhilL 

Soon  as  flie  yiew'd  Marphifa's  aged  crone,       1 145 
The  fliamelefs  fair,  to  taunting  ever  prone, 

♦  Br  ADAM  ANT. 

§  No 
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No  more  the  venom  of  her  tongue  fupprefs'd^ 
But  gave  full  vent  to  rr^any  a  fcornful  jeft. 
Incensed  Marphifa  to  the  danne  replies : 
My  partner  fhall  with  thee  difpute  the  prize        1 150 
Of  beauty's  bloom — then  offers  on  her  knight 
To  vouch  the  proof;  and  thefe  the  terms  of  fight. 
That,  if  overthrown  her  lover  prefs'd  the  field. 
The  damfel  fhould  her  veft  and  palfrey  yield. 

Here  Pmabello,  rous'd  by  fenfe  of  ihame         1 1 5  5 
T*  accept  the  challenge  and  defend  his  dame,      ,  " 
His  fpear  and  buckler  feizing,  wheel'd  his  fteed. 
And  on  Marphifa  rulh'd  with  wrathful  Ipeed. 
Her  mighty  Ipcaf  in  reft  Marphifa  held. 
And  full  on  Pinabello*s  helm  im^ell'd  1 160 

The  forceful  ftroke  that  hurl'd  him  to  the  plain. 
Where  ftunn^d  he  lay,  as  numbered  with  the  flain. 
At  length  he  rofe ;  when,^  vi6lor  of  the  day, 
Marphifa  from  the  fbranger  rent  away 
Her  glitrering  ornaments  and  youthful  veft,         1 165 
And  with  the  fpoils  her  aged  beldame  drefs'd ; ' 
Then  on  the  palfrey  plac'd,  which  late  before, 
With  other  grace,  the  haughty  damfel  bore. 


END    OF    THE    NINTH    BOOK. 
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Thb      argument. 

AsTOLPHo  having  left  the  land  of  the  Amazons,  arrives  at  the 
enchanted  palace  of  Atlantes,  where  Rogero,  Bradamant^ 
and  many  other  knights  were  detained.  By  the  help  of  his 
horn  and  book,  he  deftroys  the  enchantment,  and  fets  the 
prifoners  at  liberty :  he  talces  pofleffion  of  the  g^riffin^horfe. 
Rogero  and  Bradamant  meet  and  know  each  odier.  Tliey 
depart  together  in  their  way  to  Vallombrofa,  where  Rogero 
tiad  engaged  to  be  baptized,  promiflng  afterwards  to  de- 
mand Bradamant  in  marriage  of  her  kindred.  They  are 
ftopped  at  a  caftle,. where  Rogero  joufls  with  four  knights, 
who  were  fworn  to  defend  a  law  which  PinabeUo  had  made 
to  fpoil  all  flf angers  who  pafled  that  wa,y.  Dealjh  of  Piiuv- 
bello.  Rogero  is  parted  from  Bradamant :  he  cafts  his  en- 
chanted fhield  into  a  well.  Bradamant  lofes  herfelf  in  a 
wood,  and  is  met  by  Aftolpho,  who,  preparing  to  take  his 
flight,  entrufts  her  with  the  care  of  his  horfe  and  arms. 
Bradamant  goes  to  Mount  Albano,  fends  a  melTenger  t# 
Rogero  with  his  horfe,  which  is  afterwards  taken  by  Roda- 
wont.    Marphifa  meets  and  joufts  with  Zerbino^ 
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ASTOLPHO  now,  amidft  th*  inhuman  band 
Of  Warlike  females,  cleared  the  hoftlle  land; 
While  his  pale  friends  their  ready  canras  fpread. 
And  from  the  fliore  difgrac^d  and  trembling  fled. 
At  length  the  noble  knight  thofe  climes  for fook,       5 
And  to  Armenia's  realm  hts  journey  took. 
Some  days  elaps'd,  he  haftcn'd  to  furvey 
Natolia,  then  to  Brufia  held  his  way ; 
Till  courfing  on  beyond  the  midland  tidd. 
He  enter'd  Thrace  j  by  Danube*s  flowery  fide         io 
His  rapid  progrefs  through  Hungaria  held : 
Then,  as  if  wings  his  courfer's  Ipeed  irfipell'd. 
He  pafe'd  Moravia  and  Bohemia's  land. 
And  where  the  Rhine  o'crftows  Frariconia's  flirand; 

C  ca  At 
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At  Flanders  then  enmbark'd,  where  favouring  gales  1 5 
So  fill'd  the  freighted  veffel's  flying  fails, ' 
Ere  long  he  touch'd  on  England's  friendly  fhore. 
And  gainy  the  welcome  port  at  noontide  hour. 

He  prefs'd  his  fteed,  and  reach'd  with  eager  haftc 
Fair  London's  towers  ere'^eve  her  fliadows  cafl: ;      20 
There  heard  that  many  a  month  its  courfe  had  run 
Since  aged  Otho  lay  in  Paris'  town : 
Again  he  mounts  the  bark,  light  zephyr  fwccps 
The  veffel's  deck,  and  fcarcely  curls  the  deeps  -, 
But  now,  by  flow  degrees,  increafing  blows,  25 

And  foon,  beyond  the  pilot's  wifties,  grows 
So  near  a  ftorm,  as  claims  his  flcilful  care. 
The  conflift  of  the  dafliing  waves  to  bear. 
High  o'er  the  furrow'd  fea,  before  the  wind. 
The  bark  is  driven,  and  quits  her  courfe  defign'd :  30 
Near  Roan,  at  laft,  flie  anchor'd  on  the  flrand : 
Afliolpho,  when  he  trod  the  wifli'd-for  land. 
On  Rabicano's  back  the  faddle  plac'd ; 
His  limbs  the  mail,  his  fide  the  falchion  grac'd ; 
He  gralp'd  his  fearful  horn,  a  furer  aid  3  5 

Than  marfliall'd  bands  in  glittering  arms  array'd. 

Now  pafllng  through  a  wood,  he  reach'd  a  hill 
Whofc  foot  was  moiften'd  by  a  crylbd  rill  5 

What 
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What  time  the  flocks  to  crop  the  mead  forbear, 
And  to  the  fold  or  mountain  cave  repair.  40 

With  burning  heat,  with  parching  thirft  diftreft. 
The  helm  unlac'd,  whofe  weight  his  brows  opprefs'd. 
Amid  the  brakes  his  fiery  fteed  he  ty'd ; 
Then  to  the  ftfeam,  for  cooling  draughts,  apply'd 
His  eager  lips  5  but  ere  his  lips  eflay'd  45 

The  moiftening  liquid,  from  the  neighbouring  fhade 
A  feeming  ruftic  fw^ft  his  courfer  took. 
Leapt  on  his  back,  and  turn'd  him  from  the  brook. 

Aftolpho,  roufing  at  the  noife,  perceives 
Th^  infulting  outrage,  and  the  fountain  leaves.         50 
Refentment  foon  the  place  of  thirft  fupplies. 
And  fwift  he  follows  as  the  caitiff  flies. 
The  caitiff  led  him  on  in  doubtful  chace. 
Now  check'd,  and  now  impelled  his  courfer's  pace. 
At  length  (purfuing  one,  and  one  purfu'd)  55 

They  left  the  foreft,  and  the  palace  view'd. 
Where  magic  Ipells,  without  a  prifon,  hold 
In  lafting  durance  many  a  baron  bold. 

The  ruftic  to  the  palace  drives  the  fteed. 
Light  as  the  wind,  and  like  the  wind  in  ipeed,  60 

Aftolpho,  in  his  plated  arms  confin'd. 
With  heavy  Ihield  cncumbcr'd,  lags  behind  j 

C  c  3  TiU 
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Till  now  arriving,  he  beholds  no  more 

The  hind  and  courfer  he  purfu'd  before ; 

Then  calls  to  mind  the  book  that  to  lua  haad         65 

Sage  Lo^ftiUa  gave  in  India's  land : 

There  full  defcrib'd  was  all  the  coftly  pUe, 

Each  ftrange  enchantment,  and  each  fccret  guile ;. 

What  means  th^  foul  magician's  arts  would  quelle 

And  free  his  prifoncrs  from  the  potebt  Ipell.  7s 

Beneath  the  threfhold  plac'd,  a  demon  rais'd 

The  various  wonders  that  the  fenfe  amaz'd. 

The  ftone  removed,  where  clos'd  the  fpirit  lay. 

The  palace  walls  would  melt  in  frnoke  away. 

The  Paladin  advanced,  with  fearlefs  pace^  75 

To  lift  the  ponderous  marble  from  its  bafe^ 
Soon  as  Atlanfes  faw  his  hands  pr^par'd 
To  fet  at  large  the  caftle's  fetaj  guard, 
By  magic  art^  he  gives  the  gentle  knight 
A  different  IJiape  to  each  beholder's  fight ;  ^ 

By  this,  a  hind ;  by  this,  a  giant  feen  j 
By  that,  a  warrior  of  ill-favour'd  mien  j 
While  each  in  him  th*  iliufive  image  viewed. 
For  which  he  lace  Atlantes*  fteps  purfu'd. 

Impatient  to  retrieve  their  honours  ftain'd,  85 

All  turned  on  him^ — a  fierce  decermin?4  band ! 

Jlpgero^ 
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Rogero,  Hr^tiktMht,  GradaOb  the^e, 

Ifoldo^  Brandki)^  ife  afrtis,  pfepaJre, 

With  bhi^ve  Pitlfiido,  by  the  fpeH  mifled. 

To  wreak  their  vengeance  on  Aftolpho*s  head :       ^o 

But^  mindful  of  his  horn^  he  Iboh  depre&'d^    . 

With  chilling  terror,  evety  haughty  creft. 

In  happy  time  the  fear-di^nling  breath 

Preferv'd  the  Paladin  from  inftant  death. 

Soon  as  his  lips  have  touch'd  the  narrow  vent,        95 

And  wide  around  the  deafening  clangor  fent, 

J^ikc  trembling  doves,  when  through  the  breaking 

ikies 
Refounds  the  gun,  each  knight  afirighted  flics : 

Not  lefs  th'  enchanter  old  *  the  noife  receives  -, 
Not  lefs  amazed  the  wondrous  dome  he  leaves,       loo 
To  diftance  flies,  heart-ftruck  with  deep  difmay. 
Till,  dying  oflF,  the  dreadful  founds  decay. 
The  keeper  ♦  and  his  prifbners  quit  the  wails ; 
And  numerous  fteeds  with  theft  fbrfake  their  ftalls. 
Even  Rabicanhad  fled,  but  with  his  hand  10  J 

AAolpho,  as  he  pafs'd,  the  fleed  detained. 

And  now  th'  intrepid  duke  (the  forcerer  gone) 
From  off  the  threfhold  heavM  a  weighty  ftone. 

♦   AtL  ANTES, 

C  c  4  An 


392  ORLANDO.  IkMicX. 

4 

I 

An  image  there  he  found,  with  many  a  ^U 

Of  hidden  forcei  that  boots  not  here  to  telL  i  lo 

Eager  to  quell  the  charm,  with  frequent  ftrokc. 

The  knight  each  myftic  fign  and  figure  brok^ 

(For  fo  the  book,  his  fure  inftru6tor,  fliow'd) 

And  all  the  palace  vaniih'd  in  a  cloud. 

Held  by  a  chain  of  beaten  gold,  he  vicw'd  115 

Where  good  Rogero's  winged  courier  ftood  5 

That  winged  courfer  which  the  wizard  *  Moor 

Pilpatch'd  to  bear  him  to  Alcma*s  ftiore  ^ 

That  burft  his  reins,  when,  help'd  by  magic  flight, 

Albracca's  princefs  f  vanifti'd  from  the  knight,       1 20 

And  left  him  whelm'd  in  fhame — with  rapid  ipced 

Back  to  his  lord  returned  the  faithful  deed. 

Wondrous  to  fee !  ^d  (tabled  there  remain'd. 

Till  the  ftrong  fpell  no  more  its  power  rctain'd. 

No  chance  than  this  could  yield  fincerer  joy       1^5 
To  good  Aftolpho,  who  refolv'd  to  employ 
Th*  occafion  given  new  regions  to  explore,     ^ 
Oceans  and  realms  by  him  unfeen  before. 
The  thought  of  Rabicano  yet  detained 
The  knight,  and  yet  awhile  his  flight  reftrain'd.     130 
Well  had  he  caufe  to  hold  the  courfer  dear ; 
None  better  in  the  lifl:  with  levcll'd  -ipear 

•  Atiavtes.  t  Ancjuca* 
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Could  run  at  tilt :  with  him  to  Gallia's  land 
He  travelled  fefe  from  Egypt's  burning  fand. 

Debating  long,  Aftolpho  now  decreed,  135 

With  fome  well-chofen  friend  to  entruft  the  ftced, 
Rather  than  leave  him  an  invahi'd  prey. 
For  him  whom  Fortune  led  to  pafs  the  way. 

Amidft  the  captives,  who,  by  guile  detained 

In  old  Atlantes'  magic  walls  remained,  140 

With  noble  Bradamant,  Rogcro  found 

The  Ipell  diffolv*d  that-long  their  fenfes  bound. 

The  lovers  faw,  what,  ne'er  till  then  reveal'd, 

Atlantes'  power  from  either  long  concealed : 

Such  mifts  of  darknefs  o'er  theirfight  he  drew,     145 

That  neither,  till  that  hour,  the  other  knew. 

On  Bradamant  Rogero  fix'd  his  eyes ; 

She  on  Rogero  gaz'd  with  like  furprife. 

Now  round  her  waift  his  eager  arms  he  throws, 

Her  blufhes  kindling  like  the  maiden  rofe,  1 50 

While  from  her  lips  each  balmy  fweet  he  proves. 

The  bloflbms  of  his  firft  aufpicious  loves ! 

A  thoufand  times  th'  enraptur'd  lovers  meet 

In  fond  embrace  \  a  thoufand  times  repeat 

Their  mutual  vows,  while  fcarce  their  breads  contain 

The  joy  that  throbs  in  every  glowing  vein.  156 

Yet 
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Yet  much  they  ibrrc^d,  that  by  magic  flight. 
They  liv'dib  loftg  eteaitg'd  from  chher's  %hty 
And  loft  fo  mmy  days  of  dtzr  delight, 

r 

While  BradamaDC  fuch  f;ivour*d  grace  beftoWs,  1 6# 
As  the  chafte  maid  tQ  chafte  ^SkdAoti  owes, 
She  tells  Rogeroy  would  ht  ho|)€  ta  prove 
The  laft  dear  bleffings  o/GOnmibial  love. 
He  from  her  father  Aman^  (ere  the  band» 
Of  facred  Hymen  join  their  |dighited  hands)  165 

Miift  gain  cohfent,^  and  in?  die  hallaw'd  wave 
With  Chriftian  rifiei  his  Faga^  errors  laVe. 

Rogero,  for  bis  dearefl:  miftrefe*  lake, 
Kot  onlf  yields:  a.  Chrifliianf's  name  to  take. 
Which  once  his  fadier  and  his  uncle  borcy  1-70 

Which  all  his  anceftors  profefs'd  before  f 
tlut  vows,  for  her,  in  every  chance  tt>  give 
The  renanant  years  Heaven  doom*d  him  yet  tt>  live. 

Then  firft  to  be  baptized,  and  next;  to  wed, 
Rogerp  fbllow'd  as  the  virgin  led  r  |7| 

Tow'rds  Vallombrofa  went  the  martial  dame. 
That  to  an  ancient  abbey  gave  die  name. 
Wealthy  and  fair,,  in"  hallow -d  rituals  bleft. 
And  courteous  to  receive  the  ftranger-gueft. 

Athwart 
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Adiiwwt  dicir  way  a  ftaitely  cafUe  ftands,  1 80 

Which  PinabcUo,  Pontiex'is  earl,  commands  j 
Who  late  an  impious  law  unjuftly  fram'd. 
That  many  a  knight  and  many  a  damfelfham'd: 
Him  from  his  feat  to  eardi  Marphifa  fbuqk,  , 
And  from  his  dame  her  fteed  and  vefture  took,      185 
The  dame  difmounted  (whom  with  rancorous  mind 
In  every  evil  PinabeUo  join'd), 
Peclar'd  nor  night  nor  day  could  reft  afford. 
No  future  hour  behold  her  peace  reftor'd, 
Unlefs  a  thoijfand  dames  and  warriors  foil'd  190 

She  view'd  unhors'd,  of  veft  and  armour  Ipoil'd. 

It  chanc'd  that  day  to  PinabeUo  came 
Four  nobk  knights,  the  firft  in  martial  fame; 
Young  Sanfbnetto  j  Guidoj  Savage  nam'd  i 
Gryphon  and  Aquilant,  the  brethren  fam'd  y     ^    155 

Who  with  Marphifa  late,  to  knighthood's  fcorn. 

With  terror  fled  Aftolf  ho's  fpclful  horn, 

Thefe  PinabeUo  at  his  gate  receives 

With  femblance  fair,  and  courteous  welcome  gives. 

At  night,  when  fleep  has  luU'd  each  fenfe  to  peace,. 

He  binds  the  four,  nor  wiU  their  bonds  releafe,      lot 

TiU  aU  confenting,  as  his:  laws  prefcribe, 

A  year  and  day  to  dwell  amidft.hip  tribe, 

ShaU 
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Shall  (wear  &om  knights  their  (teeds  and  arms  to  wrcfl:> 
And  fronn  the  damfelj  take  their  fteeds  and  veft.   205 
'Tis  fix'd,  that  he  who  firft  with  fingle  force. 
Shall  pafs  the  bridge,  alone  muft  run  the  courfe : 
But  Ihould  fuch  lance  againft  the  ftranger  faD, 
The  jeft  united  muft  his  ftrength  affail. 

And  now  in  fweet  difcourfc  th*  affianc'd  pair,     210 
The  fearlefs  warrior,  and  the  martial  fair. 
Not  paft  three  miles  their  pleafing  way  purfu'd. 
When  now  the  cattle's  bridge  and  gates  they  viewed. 
Where  arms  and  vefts  are  left,  where  valu'd  Ufe 
Is  put  to  hazard  in  the  dangerous  ftrife.  215 

The  ready  warder,  on  the  ramparts  plac'd. 
Twice  rung  the  warning — when,  behold  I  in  hafte. 
On  a  low  fteed  an  ancient  fire  appeared. 
And,  as  he  came,  his  voice  before  was  heard. 

Hold,  ftrangers,  hold !  (he  thus  began  to  fay)    220 
Here  ftop,  and  here  the  fine  exafted  pay : 
If  yet  you  know  not — let  me  now  reveal  , 

Our  law — and  then  he  fought  their  law  to  tell. 

Rogero  cut*  him  (hort — Forbear  to  fhow. 
In  fruitlefs  prelude,  what  prepared  we  know.  225 

No  more — I  come  to  prove,  if  what  my  will 
Afpires  to  aft,  my  adlions  can  fulfil.    ' 

Arms^ 
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Arms,  fteed,  and  veft,  I  ne'cn  to  others  yield 

For  empty  threatenings  in  an  untry'd  field; 

And  well  1  truft,  for  founding  words  alone,  ajo 

My  partner  never  will  refign  his  own. 

But  give  me  to  behold  them  face  to  face, 

Whofe  ftrength  muft  purchafe,  to  my  foul  difgraccj 

My  arms  and  fteed— o'er  yonder  hill  we  haftc. 

Nor  longer  here  the  precious  hours,  can  wafte.        2.35 

To  whom  the  fire— Lo !  iffuing  to  the  plain 
One  warrior  comes— nor  were  his  words  in  vain. 
High  on  the  bridge  appeared  a  noble  knight. 
In  crimfon  furcoat  deck'd  with  flowers  of  white. 
Now  Bradamant  Rogcro  fu'd  to  tnift  240 

With  her  the  firft  fair  honours  of  the  jouft, 
Froni  his  high  feat  to  hurl  the  knight,  who  wore 
The  mantle  red,  with  flowers  embroidered  o'er* 
In  vain  fhe  fu'd,  Rogero  this  deny'd : 
Conftrain'd.to  yield,  ihe  filent  ftood  befide  245 

To  view  the  courfe,  while  on  himfelf  her  knight 
Took  all  the  hazard  of  the  dubious  fight. 
Rogero  then  enquired  the  warrior's  name. 
Who  forcmoft  from  the  cattle's  portal  came. 
*Tis  Sanfonetto  (thus  the  fire  reply'd)        '  250 

I  know  th'  embroider'd  fcarf  with  crimlbh  dy'd. 

8        .  Now 
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Now  PinahcUo  iiru'4  from  the  gate, 
And  rouhd  their  lord  his  thronging  menials  wait. 
All  well  prepared  of  arms  and  fteeds  to  ipoil 
The  haplefs  knights  that  fell  within  the  toil.  255 

Swift  to  the  courfe  each  hardy  champlcm  pre&d> 
And  firmly  hdd  his  ponderous  fpear  in  reft, 
Huge^  knotty,  long,  in  native  fi>reft$  bred. 
The  tough  afli  ending  in  a  fteely  head. 

Now  here,  now  there,  impatient  of  delay,  260 

Each  filent  wheels  his  fteed  a  different  way : 
Then  turning  fwift,  with  levell'd  (pears,  they  meet. 
The  field  widc-ftiaking  to  their  courfers*  feet. 
Againft  their  fhidds  unerring  aim  they  took : 

f 

Rogerp's  fhield  receiv'd>  unhurt,  the  fboke :  265 

Atlantcs'  buckler,  whofe  enchanted  light 
With  powerful  fplendor  clos'd  the  gazer's  fight. 
Not  fo  the  adverfe  fhield,  whofe  mortal  mold 
Could  not  againfl  the  furious  tourney  hold. 
As  widi  a  thunder-bolt  the  fpear  impeird,  27a 

Reach'd  the  ftunn'd  arm  that  fcarce  the  buckler  heldy 
And  Sanfonetto,.  with  a  grievous  wound 
Forc'd  from  his  feat,  fell  headlong  to  the  ground. 

Again  the  warder  rings  th*  alarm,  and  calls 
The  rcnpuiant  three  to  quit  thexaftle  walls.  275. 

In 
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In  lucklefs  hour>  1q  !  Fiiu^bello  came 

To  learn  of  Bradamant  the  champion's  naitie 

Who  from  his  warrior  won  the  wreath  of  feme. 

Eternal  Heaven,  to  give  his  crimes  the  meed 

They  well  deferv'd>  conduds  him  on  the  fteed      280 

Which,  fcarce  eight  months  elaps*d^  the  wretch  be-* 

fi>re 
From  Br^damant,  by  murderous  treafon,  bore : 
What  time  the  fliatter'd  pole  receiv'd  her  weight;. 
And  Heaven  referv'd  her  fpr  a  happier  fete. 

The  generous  heroine  *  with  a  nearer  view        285 
Her  courfer  few,  and  foon  the  traitor  knew ; 
At  once  Ihe  threatens— to  the  fword  applies 

Her  eager  hand,  and  on  the  caitiff  flies^ 

Between  his  caftle  and  the  recreant  Icnight 

She  cuts  off  all  retreat,  nor  can  his  flight  t^o 

Avail  to  reach  the  gate ;  as  ta  his  den 

The  fox  retires  befet  by  dogs  and  men. 

Defencelefs,  pale>  before  the  martial  maid. 

He  feeks,  with  coward  cries,  the  woodland  Ihade.r 

With  trembling  heart  he  fpurs  his  rapid  fteed,      295 

iVn4  hopes  alone  for  fafety  from  his  Ipeed. 

The  Dordan  dame  purfues,  with  all  the  zeal 

Of  juft  revengei  and  whirls,  her  fetal  fteel  j 

*  Bradamant. 

Now 
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Now  at  his  fide  or  bofom  aims  the  wound : 

The  tumult  echoes,  and  the  woods  refound.  300 

But  at  the  caftle  Pinabelio's  crew 
Nor  heard  his  clamours,  nor  his  danger  knew : 
There  every  eye  was  fix'd,  there  every  fenfe 
Rogero's  conflift  held  in  deep  llifpenle. 

And  now  the  three  remaining  champions  came  305 

From  forth  the  fort ;  with  thefe  the  vengeful  dame 

Who  framed  that  bafe  device  j  while  every  knight 

Blufli'd  with  a  fingle  foe  to  wage  the  fight ; 

And  rather  wi(h*d  to  die,  in  fame  unftain'd. 

Than  meet  a  conqueft  fo  ignobly  gain'd.  310 

If  here  my  fingle  weapon  can  fuffice. 

To  unhorfe  yon*  warrior  (Savage  Guido  cries) 

Thus  fliall  I  jouft ! — be  mine  the  fingle  ftrife. 

And  if  I  fail — exaft  my  forfeit  life. 

Gryphon  and  Aquilant  alike  demand  315 

To  meet  the  warlike  fl:ranger  hand  to  hand. 

To  thefe  th*  imperious  dame — Why  thus  delay 

In  Tain  debate  the  bufinefs  of  the  day  ? 

I  brought  you  here  yon'  champion's  arms  to  take. 

Not  other  compadls,  other  laws,  to  make.  320 

Why  urge  not  pleas  like  this,  ere  yet  ye  fworc 

To  obfcrvc  xt\y  wUl,  when  firfl:  within  my  power ; 

Noc 
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Not  when  th'  occafion  calls  you  to  maintaitt 
Your  promife  given,  nor  make  that  promife  vain  ? 

Thus  they— Behold  (Rogero  eager  cries)  325 

1  ftand  prepared— if  ftill  y9u  feek  the  prize 
Of  armour,  fteed,  or  veft,  why  this  delay 
To  feize  with  valiant  force  the  ofFer'd  prey  ? 

The  matron  there  impels  each  tardy  knight  -, 
Here  ftorms  Rogero,  and  demands  the  fight.         33© 
Compell'd  at  length,  though  filled  with  generous  rage. 
All  rulh  at  once  the  ftranger  to  engage. 
Firft  rode  the  brother  chiefs  *,  of  generous  race. 
Then  Guido  Savage  came  with  heavier  pace  i 
Rogero  with  the  fpear  to  combat  drew,  j^S 

The  Ipear  that  Sanfonetto  late  o'erthrew : 
His  nervous  arm  the  blazing  buckler  bore,    . 
Which  in  Pyrenees  hills  Atlantes  wore. 

At  Gryphon  now  Rogero  ^im'd  the  thrufi 
Above  the  buckler's  verge — the  furious  jouft         340 
His  helm  confefs'd ;  on  either  hand  he  recl'd. 
Till,  falling  from  his  fteed,  he  prefs'd  the  field. 
But  ere  he  fell,  his  fpear  with  hiffing  found 
Glanc'd  on  the  polifli'd  orb's  impaflive  round  s 

*  Gryphon  and  Aquilant. 

Vol.  I.  D  d  Tk 
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The  veil  it  reot,  and  freed  the  magic  r^ys ;  345 

Advancing  Aquilant  receiv'd  thje  blaze  -, 

On  Guidp  Savage  next,  who  came  the  laJH:, 

The  wondrous  targp  its  beamy  ipkndor  caft. 

All  fell — but  little  yet  Rogero  knew 

The  finilh'd  jouft,  and  Iwift  his  falchion  drew  5      356 

Then  wheel'd  his  ftced,  when   on  the  ground  he 

viewed 
His  fenfelefc  foes  with  little  force  fubdu'ds 
Knights,  fquires,  and  each  that  iflu'd  to  the  plain. 
The  numerous  foot,  and  all  the  female  train: 
Till,  calling  down  a  cafual  glance,  he  fpy'd      355 
From  his  left  arm,  dependent  at  his  fide, 
The  veil  that  ftill  was  wont  the  light  to  hide* 

Rogero's  features  flufli'd  with  rofy  fhame. 
His  down-caft  looks  his  fecret  thoughts  proclaim ; 
Where  Ihall  I  turn  ?  (he  cries)  how  cleanfe  away  ^6^ 
The  infamy  of  this  ill-omen'd  day  ? 
The  triumph  here  achieved  each  tongue  Ihalt  tell. 
Not  due  to  valoyr,  but  to  magic  Ipell. 

He  faid ;  and  Ipeaking,  mifs'd  with  anxious  care. 
His  bofom*s  beft  belov'd,  the  Dordan  fair  * ;         365 

*  BitADAMANT. 

Then 
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Then  fad  and  penfive  for  her  lofs,  he  ftray*d 

With  doubtftil  fcareh  through  valley,  phiti  and  ftiadci 

TUl  in  a  wood's  fcquefter'd  gloom  he  found, 

A  cryftal  well,  low  funk  beneath  the  ground : 

Hither,  when  fated  herds  their  food  foriake,  27^ 

Opprcfs*d  with  heat  they  came  their  thirft  to  flake. 

Rogero  then — ^No  more  IhaU  fcorn  or  blame. 

From  thee,  O  fliield !  arife  to  taint  my  name : 

No  longer  mine — I  here  fuch  arms  forego. 

Nor  more  to  thee  wUl  fhamefol  conqueft  owe*      375 

Thus  he ;  and  (wift  alighting  as  he  fpoke. 

With  generous  wrath  a  craggy  ftone  he  took  i 

To  this  the  buckler,  well-fecur'd,  he  ty'd, 

And  to  the  well  confign'd — ^Lie  there  (he  cry'd) 

And  with  thee  there  my  foul  diftionour  hide.     380 

Deep  was  the  well,  and  high  the  waters  fwell'd. 
Ponderous  the  ftone,  and  ponderous  was  the  fliield : 
At  once  it  funk,  a  bed  the  bottom  gave. 
And  fuddcn  o'er  it  clos'd  the  limpid  wave.  384 

» 

Soon  Fame  divulged  the  deedi  with  trumpet^s  found. 
Thro'  France,  thro*  Spain,  thro'  every  region  round ; 
From  tongue  to  tQngoe  it  fpread^  and  many  a  train 
Of  noble  knights  afpir'd  the  prize  to  gains 

D  d  2  And 
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* 

And  vainly  fearch*d  the  foreft,  where,  concealed 
From  human  fight>  remained  the  precious  fhield.  390 

Far  in  a  vale,  with  gloomy  woods  confined. 
The  martial  dame*  the  recreant  warrior  f  join'd  j 
Where,  in  his  panting  breaft  and  bleeding  fide, 
A  hundred  times  the  vengeful  blade  (he  dy*d ; 
And  from  its  feat  the  hateful  (pint .  chac'd,  395 

Whofe  impious  deeds  had  all  the  land  di(grac'd« 
Then  with  that  fteed,  which  late  with  guileful  art 
The  traitor  took,  fhe  haflen'd  to  depart 
And  find  her  knight,  but  now  explored  in  vain 
Her  former  way,  and  rov'd  o'er  hill  and  plain :     4cx> 
For  envious  Fortune  through  the  dreary  fhade. 
By  winding  paths,  her  wandering  fteed  convey'd  ; 
And  to  the  woodland's  deep  recefles  led. 
What  time,  at  fun-fet,  eve  her  fhadows  ipread. 
Unknowing  where  th'  approachmg  night  to  pals,  405 

« 

She  checks  her  reins,  and  on  the  verdant  grals. 
Beneath  the  covering  trees,  her  limbs  (he  throws. 
To  cheat  the  tedious  hours  with  (hort  repofe ; 
Now  watches  Vienus,  Saturn,  Mars,  or  Jove, 
With  everyVandering  ftar  that  (hines  above  :       410 

*  Br  ADAMANT*  f  PlNABELLO. 

But 
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But  fix)m  her  deeping  fenfe,  or  waking  mind. 

Her  dear  Rogero  never  is  disjoined. 

She  fighs  to  think  revenge  her  foul  could  move 

Beyond  the  fofter  claims  of  faithful  love. 

Infenfate  rage  has  fevered  me  ({he  cries)  415 

From  all  I  hold  moft  dear — Unheeding  eyes  | 

That  when  I  firft  my  treacherous  fpe  purfu'dj, 

Mark'd  not  the  tracks  of  this  perplexing  wood : 

Then  had  I  known  in  fafety  to  return. 

Nor  here  been  loft,  dejefted  and  forlorn.  420 

In  words  like  thefe  Ihe  mourns  without  reliefs 
And  now  fhe  broods  in  filence  o*er  her  grief  j 
While  winds  of  fighs,  and  floods  of  tears^i  that  fli^J^c 
Her  gentle  breaft,  a  cruel  tcmpcft  make. 
At  length  the  long-expedted  morn  appears,  425 

When  ftreaky  light  the  grey  horizon  cheers  : 
She  takes  her  fteed,  that  graz'd  befide  the  way. 
And,  mounting,  turns  to  meet  the  rifing  day. 
Not  far  fhe  pals'd,  when  iiTuing  fronj  the  wctod. 
She  came  to  where  the  wizard's  palace  flood.        410 
Aftolpho  here  Ihe  met,  whofe  prowefs  gain'd 
The  griffin-fteed,  and  but  his  flight  reftrain'd 
For  Rabicano's  fake,  till  chance  fhould  g^ve 
^pmg  trufty  friend,  his  courfcr  to  receive. 

P  d  3  '  The 
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The  thoughtful  Paladin  his  face  difplay'd  435 

Without  his  cafque,  when  throu^  the  rtiifly  fha^e 
The  valiant  Bradamant  her  kinfman  knew. 
And,  greepqg  fair,  impatient  nearer  drew  -, 
Declar'd  her  liame,  her  covering  helm  unlac'd, 
Reveal'd  her  features,  and  the  knight  embrac'd,    4.4q 

Then-  greeting  done— Too  loiig  I  here  delay 
My  purpos'd  voyage  through  a  tracklels  way, 
(Aftolpho  cry'd)— then  to  the  maid  he  told 
His  flight  defign'd,  and  bade  his  fteed  behold. 
She  fftw— the  tear  ftood  trembling  in  her  eye,       445 
And  from  her  bofom  heav'd  a  gende  figh, 

•  ■  ^  ^ 

That  dangerous  diy  recaU'd,  on  wHch  fhe  view'd 
The  parting  pinions,  and  his  courfe  purfu'd 
With  Iharpen'd  fight,  when,  fearing  to  the  (ties. 
He  bore  Rogero  from  her  longing  eyes.  450. 

Aftolpho  tells,  ihat  tt>  her  fricn(Hy  care. 
He  Rabicano  gives,  beyond  compare 
Tirft  in  die  courfe,  whofe  fwiftnefs  leaves  behind 
The  arrow  parting  on  the  wings  of- wind. 
To  Bradamant  he  gave  the  golden  lance,  4-5  5 

Which  pnee  the  fon  of  Galaphron  to  France 
From  India  brought,  whofe  hidden  power  was  fuch. 
To  uahorfc  each  c^?tmpion  with  ^ts  ma^c  touch. 

Aftolpho 
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Aftolpho  nbw  teftrode  the  winged  horfe. 
And  flowly  through  the  air  impelled  his  courfe,    460 
TiD  Bradamant,  who  watched  his  upward  flight. 
All  in  a  moment  loft  him  from  her  fight. 
So  from  the  port  the  guiding  pilot  fteers. 
Who  dangerous  fands  and  rocky  Ihallows  fears ; 
But' when  he  leaves  the  rocks  and  fands  behind,    465 
He  fhifts  each  fail,  and  feuds  before  the  wind. 

And  now,  with  fond  defire,  the  virgin  bum*d 
To  fee  R'ogero,  in  his  abfence  moum'd. 
Whom  (yet  deny'd  to  meet)  her  anxious  mind 
At  leaft  in*  Vallombrofe  hop*d  to  find.  470 

I>ebating  thus  fhc  flood  in  penfive  mood. 
At  length  ai  peafant  drawing  near  fhe  view'dj 
And  him  fhe  bade  Aflo^ho's  armour  take. 
And  place  the  weight  on  Rabictoo's  back ; 
Theri  lead  the  courfer,  which  the  burden  bore,     475 
With  diat  which  Pinabello  rode  before. 
To  Vallombrofa  now  fhe  fought  the  way, 
feut  doubtful  of  the  track,  fhe  fear'd  to  ftray 
From  where  fhe  wifh'd ;  nor  knew  the  peafant  well 
The  country  round ;  and  thus,  as  chance  befcl,      480 
A  path  fhe  took,  and  through  the  foreft  wide 
She  wandcr-d  long,  without  a  certain  guide, 

D  d  4  Ac 
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At  noontide  hour  flic  left  the  cx)vert  fliade, 

.     ,        .     .       . 

And  on  a  hill  a  caftle  near  furyey*d  . 

Of  ftately  fcite ;  the  damfcl  at  the  view  485 

Full  well  the  walls,  of  Mount  Albano.  knew : 

Thefe,  when  flie  faw,  a  fudden  di:ead.opprefs'd 

Her  heart,  that  fluttered  in  her  tender  brcaft. 

Her  coming  known,  fl^e  fcar*d  the  prefling  train 

Of  friends  and  kindred  would  her  fteps  detain^      490 

Where  flie,  a  prey  to  love's  confuming  fire, 

* 

Might  view  no  more  the  lord  of  her  defire  -, 
No  more  at  Vallombrofa  hope  to  meiet 
per  dear  Rogero,  and  their  vows  complete. 

While  various  thoughts  the  martial  dame  revolvM, 
Ngr  this,  nor  that,  her  anxious  mind  refolv'd,       496 
She  on  Alardo  fydden  chanc'd  to  light. 
And  fought  in  yain  to  elude  her  brother's  %ht. 

This  youth  had  ftation'd  many  a  warlike  band 
Of  horfe  and  foot,  which^  at  the  king's  command^ 
fie  lately  rais'd  from  all  the  neighbouring  land, 
Return'd,  he  chanc'd  his  (ifter  here  to  meet : 
Wjth  fefming  joy  the  pair  each  other  greet; 
And  now,  in  friendly  converfe,  fide  by  fide. 
Together  join'd,  to  Mount  Albano  ridet  505^ 

Thus 
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Thus  to  her  native  feats  the  feir  return'd. 
Where  Beatrice  had  long  her  abfence  mourn'd. 
But  what  are  all  the  joys  {he  here  may  prove. 
Her  mother's  fondnefs,  or  her  brethren's  love. 
Compared  to  happmefs  So  late  poffeft,  5  xo 

When  iov'd  Rogero  clalp'd  her  to  his  breaft  ! 

Herfelf  reftrain'd,  Ihe  purposed  one  Ihould  bear 
To  Vallombrofa,  with  a  faithful  care^ 
Her  greetmgs  kind ;  with  thefe  his  generous  fteed 
She  meant  to  fend,  which,  fam'd  for  ftrength  and 
Ipeed,  515- 

Rogero  priz'd ;  for  through  the  Pagan  lands. 
No  fteed  fo  fam'd  obeys  a  matter's  hands. 

When  good  Rogero  on  the  winged  horfe 
Was  borne  aloft,  a  ftrange  and  fearful  courfe. 
He  left  Fronrino,  which  the  martial  dame  5  20 

Receiv'd  in  truft  (Frontino  was  his  name). 
And  fent  to  Mount  Albano,  where,  at  large. 
Wanton  he  rpv'd,  or  fed  beneath  her  charge 
In  plenteous  ftalls ;  or  when  he  felt  the  rein. 
Was  gently  pac'd  along  the  level  plain :  525 

Thus,  pamper'd  hij;h  in  eafe,  and  nurs'd  with  care, 
tJis  ihining  fkin  more  fleek,  fnore  noble  fcem'd  his 
air. 

And 
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And  now  fhe  iirg*d  her  virgins  to  divide 
The  pleafing  talk :  each  vii^  foon  apply^d 
Her  ready  (kill,  and  wrought,  of  golden  thread,     $;i6 
A  coftly  net,  which  o'er  a  pall  they  ipread ' 
Of  fineft  filk,  and  on  the  courier  placed. 
With  trappifigs  gay,  and  rich  embroidery  grac^'d* 
A  maic^  Ihe  chofe,  of  long-expcrienc'd  truth, 
Whofe  itiother,  Callitrephia,  nurs'd  her  youth       535 
From  infant  years :  to  whom  (he  oft  confefs^ 
The  love  that  long  had  fway'd  her  gentle  breaft. 
^  To  her  Ihe  fpoke — ^Whom  fooner  fliall  I  truft 
Than  thee,  Hippalca  dear,  difcreet  and  juft  ? 
In  whom,  like  thee,  of  all  my  train  (fhe  cry'd),     54a 
Can  I  the  meflage  of  my  heart  confide  ? 
Then  to  her  liftcning  maid  fhe  told  at  large. 
To  him  (her  bofbm's  lord)  the  tender  charge. 

And  now  fhe  bade  Hippalca  mount  her  ftecd. 
And  by  the  golden  reins  Frontino  lead :  54:5 

But  fhould  fhe,  in  her  travel,  clj(ince  to  find 
A  wretch  fo  fenfelefs,  or  fo  bafe  of  mind. 
To  feize  the  ftced,  fhe  wiU'd  her  but  to  tell 
The  courfer's  lord,  his  folly  to  repel : 
For  every  knight  fhe  deem'd,  whate'er  his  fame    5  cq 
In  arms,  muft  tremble  at  Rogero's  name. 
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For  ten  long  miles  the  dame  her  journfey  held, 
Through  beaten  path,  thick  wood,  or  open  field : 
One  noon  of  day,  defcendii^  from  a  hei^t. 
As  on  a  narrow  pafs  fhe  chanc'd  to  lig^  ^5^ 

V 

Stony  and  roughi  fierce  Rodomont  Ihc  vicw'd. 
Who  arm'd,  on  foot  a  guiding  dwarf  purfu'dj^, 
That  from  the  banks  of  Seine  the  warrior  led. 
To  wreak  his  vengeance  on  the  Tartar's  head. 
Who  durft  with  daring  arms  hi^  right  invade,       560 
In  Doralis,  Granada's  peerlefs  maid, 

The  Pagan  on  Hippaka  caft  his  eye. 
And  loud  blafphcm'd  di'  eternal  Hierarchy, 
To  find  a  fteed  fo  ftately  and  fo  fair. 
Without  his  lord,  beneath  a  damfel's  care.  565 

With  eager  looks  he  ftoodi  and,  gazing,  cry'd. 
Why  art  thou  hwe  without  thy  warlike  guide  ? 

O  !  were  he  here  (Hippaka  laid)  diy  mind 
Would  foon  forego  the  purpofe  it  defign'd: 
Who  diis  beftrides,  excels  thy  arms  in  fight,  570 

And  through  tl^^  world  fcarce  breathes  fo  brave  a 

knight. 
What  chief  (retum'd  the  Moor)  dius  treads  the  fanic 

Pf  others  down  ? — Rogero  (faid  the  dame). 
Then*  he— The  fteed  I  mine  can  nobly  make. 

Which  from  Rogero  fam'd  in  arms  I  take ;  $75 

And 


r 
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And  ihould  he  feck  his  courfer  to  regain^ 

I  here  defy  him  to  the  martial  plain. 

The  weapon's  choice  be  his— this  prize  1  claim— 

War  is  my  l^rt^  arid  Rodomont  my  name ! 

I  fliine  by  my  own  light,  and  mark  my  courfe      5  80 

With  tracks  more  fatal  than  the  thunder's  force. 

Thus  he ;  and  turning,  as  thefe  words  he  faid. 
The  golden  bridle  o*er  Frontino's  head, 
Leap'd  in  the  feat,  and  fudden  left  behind, 
Hippalca  weeping  with  diftrefsfiil  mind.  ^8^ 

Three  days  Marphila  with  that  aged  crone. 
For  whom  was  Pinabello  late  overthrown. 
Had  journeyed  on,  yet  no  adventure  fell 
In  length  of  travel,  worthy  here  to  tell. 
The  fourth,  they  met  a  knight,  who,  bent  on  ipeed. 
With  goring  rowels  urg*d  his  flying  fteedj  551 

The  prince  Zerbino,  who,  incens'd,  purfu'd 
The  wretch  whofe  weapon  fhed  Medoro's  blood ; 
Who  knew  fb  well  to  wind  each  tangled  brake. 
So  well  th'  advantage  of  the  ground  to  take,  505 

He  Tcap'd  purfuit,  by  woods  concealed,  and  veil'd 
tn  mifty  vapours  by  the  morn  exhaled. 

Though  ill-difpos'd,  Zerbino  could  not  hold 
Froin  laughter,  when  he  viewed  the  beldame  oH, 

Whofe 
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Whofe  youthful  habit  lecm'd  fo  ill  to  grace  600 

Her  doating  j^e>  and  wither'd  homely,  face. 

Then  to  Marphifa,  prancing  at  her  fide : 

Thy  prudence  merits  praife.  Sir  Knight  (he  cry'd) 

That  choofing  for  thy  mate  fo  fair  a  dame. 

Thou  need'ft  not  fear  a  rival  in  thy  flame.  605 

The  noble  maid,  here  feigning  wrath,  to  try 
What  haply  might  enfue,  made  this  reply. 

She  whom  I  guard,  I  Iwear  by  Heaven,  has  more 
Of  beauty's  claim,  than  thou  of  courteous  lore. 
Thou  feem'ft  to  her  tranfcendent  graces  blind,       610 
To  veil  the  bafenefs  of  thy  daftard  mind.    ' 
What  other  knight  that  here  fhould  chance  to  meet 
A  maid  fo  young,  in  every  charm  complete^ 
By  one  defended,  but  his  ftrength  would  prove 
To  win  in  her  the  fweet  reward  of  love  ?  615 

So  well  with  thee  fhe  fuits  (Zerbino  cries), 
'Twere  much  injuftice  to  dilpute  the  prize  j 
Nor  fhall  I,  loft  to  fenfe,  my  arms  employ 
In  fuch  a  caufe — thou,  what  thou  haft,  enjoy. 
Homely  or  fair,  with  thee  flie  fhall  abide,  620 

Nor  will  r  love,  fo  aptly  pair'd,  divide : 
Heaven  knows  you  both  are  join'd  beyond  compare. 
If  thou  art  valiant  as  the  nymph  is  fair. 

Marphifa 
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Marphifa  then  rctairn'd — In  thy  defpitc. 
To  win  this  damfel  mull  thou  prove  the  fight:      62$ 
Ne'er  fhalt  thou  view  her  beaudes  with  dcfire. 
And  not  to  Win  thofe  peerlels  charms  alpire. 

I  know  not  who  (Zerbino  made  reply) 
For  fuch  a  conqueft  would  the  combat  try ; 
Where  courtmg  danger  with  unfruitful  pains,         6 jo 
The  vidor  lofes  'vrfiile  the  vanquilh'd  gains. 

Since  terms  like  thefe  di^leafie  thee,  hear  me  make 
Another  offer  which  thou  well  may*ft  take, 
(Marphifa  anfwer'd)  if  in  jouft  to  thine 
My  arms  fubmit,  this  dame  fhall  ftill  be  mine ;     635 
But,  if  I  conquer,  her  thou  Ihalt  receive ; 
Thus  be  our  trial,  who  the  dame  fhall  leave. 
Should  Fortune  bid  thee  now  refign  the  day, 
'Tis  thine  to  guard  her  as  fhe  points  the  way. 

Agreed — Zerbino  faid,  and  Ipeaking,  whecl'd    640 
His  rapid  courfer  to  dilpute  the  field : 
Firm  on  his  fHrrups,  with  coUefted  might. 
He  flood  J  and,  to  direfl:  his  Ipear  aright, 
Againft  her  buckler  drove  the  pointed  wood ; 
Which,  like  a  mount  of  fleel,  the  fhock  withftood  5 
While  fhe,  with  mightier  force,  his  helmet  found,  646 
And  inftant  hurFd  him  fenfelefs  to  the  ground. 

High- 
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High-feate4  on  her  fteed,  the  conquering  maid 
Tum'd  y;rith  a  fmile — Accept  my  gift  (Ihe  faid) ; 
The  more  I  fee  the  dame  in  beauty  fhine,  659  n 

It  joys  me  more  to  fee  fuch  beauty  thine» 
Thou,  in  my  place,  her  champion's  chai^ge  fuftain. 
Nor  let  thy  faith,  fo  lately  pledg'd,  be  vain. 

She  ftay'd  not  for  reply,  but  left  the  knight. 
And  foon  the  foreft  fliut  her  from  his  fight.  655 

Then  to  the  crone  he  fpoke  (for  fure  he  deem'd 
His  conquering  foe  a  warrior  as  fhe  feem*d) 
Give  me  to  hear  what  chief  has  ftain'd  my  fame  ? 
The  beldame  anfw^er'd,  eager  to  proclaim 
What  kpown  woujld  deeper  wound  the  noble  knight. 
Thou  fairft  (ftxe  cry*d)  beneath  a  virgin's  might  j  661 
Who  now  from  eaftern  realms,  with  fword  and  lance. 
Is  come  to  prove  the  Paladins  of  France. 

At  this,  Zerbino's  foul  indignant  glpw'd. 
While  o'er  his  vifage  flufti'd  the  changing  bloods  665 
Thro'  all  his  fi-ame  the  deep  contagion  fpread. 
And  ev'n  his'  armour  feem*d  to  blulh  with  red. 
Remounting  .on  his  fteed,  he  curs'd  in  vain 
The  nerves  that  could  not  late  his  feat  maintain. 
The  hag  in  fecret  fmil'd,  and  every  art  67* 

Of  malice  try'd  to  afiUd  his  generous  hgart 

With 
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With  cruel  taunts,  and  bade  him  call  to  mind 
That  chance  had  now  to  hers  his  will  refign'd. 

Zerbino  heard  abafh*d,  nor  aught  reply'd, 
Conftrain'd  the  worft,  like  weary  fteed,  to  abide,  675 
That  feels  the  bit  in  mouth,  and  rowels  at  his  fide. 

In  frequent  fighs  he  gave  his  anguifh  vent : 
What  dire  reverfe.  (he  cry'd)  xhas  fortune  fent ! 
While  Ihe,  the  firft  in  virtue  as  in  charms. 
Untimely  torn  from  thefe  defiring  arms,  680 

Is  dafli'd  on  rocks,  or  given  the  precious  food  . 
Of  ravenous  filh  and  fowls  that  haunt  the  flood ; 
Lo !  her,  that  buried  in  her  earthy  bed. 
Should  long  ere  this  the  hungry  worms  have  fed. 
Thou  now  preferv'fl  beyond  her  loathfome  date,  685 
To  add  new  torments  to  my  wretched  ftate. 

Thus  he ;  but  when  his  loathfome  partner  heard 
Thefe  words>  in  bitternefs  of  foul  preferred. 
She  found  'twas  he,  who,  by  report  mifled. 
His  dearefl:  Ifabella  mourn'd  as  dead,  690 

The  fair  who,  captive  in  the  oudaw's  celT, 
On  lofl  Zerbino's  virtues  lov'd  to  dwell  i 
Who  oft  rehearsed  her  mournful  ftory  o'er. 
How  firft  fhe  left  her  dear  paternal  Ihore, 
Then,  fhipwr«ck'd  on  the  feas  and  fhelfy  flrand,   6^^ 
Preftrv'd  her  life  in  Rochelk's  welcome  land. 

Zerbino 
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Zerbinb  known,  the  hag,  with  inrjpioiis  fpite,- 
To  exclude  all  gleam  of  comfort  from  the  knight. 
What  beft  might  raife  his  hope  ftill  kept  conceal'd. 
And  what  would  give  him  pain  ak)ne  reveal'd.      700 

Hear  thou  (ihe  cry*d)  from  whomi  I  thus  have  borne 
Such  haughty  carriage,  fuch  infulting  fcorn, 
Didft  thou  but  think  what  tidings  I  could  tell 
Of  her  on  whom  thy  fond  afFeftions  dwell, 
How  might'ft  thou  ipeak  me  fair — but  all  in  vain  705 
Would  force  or  foothing  now  that  feCret  gain, 
Which^  had  thy  Ipeech  more  gentle  manners  fhown. 
Thou  might'ft,  perchance,  difeourteous  youth,  have' 
knowii; 

As  the  grim  maftifF,  wh9  with  ftiry  threats 
Th*  invading  robber,  foon  his  rage  forgets,  71  a 

r 

Whene'er  by  fcent  of  favoury  meat  allur'd; 

Or  lulfd  with  fpells  by  magic  art  procur'd  1 

Thus  foon  ZerbinOi  with  a  foften'd  air, 

Befought  the  hag  with  tears  and  hun^ble  prayer,- 

By  Gods  and  men,  no  longer  to  conceal,  715; 

feut  every  good  or  evil  chance  reveal. 

Nought  canft  thou  know/  that  known  Wbuld  yield 
delight 
(Th'  unfeeling  beldame  anfwer'd  to  the  knight) ; 

VoU  I.  E  •  She 
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She  lives,  whom  now  as  dead  diy-fighs  deplore. 

But  lives  to  envy  thofe  who  live  no  more.  7  20 

Full  twenty,  not  by  laws  nor  faith  reftrain*d. 

Thy  Ifabella  long  in  bonds  detain'd: 

Then  think,  (hould  fate  reftore  her  to  thy  arms. 

What  hope  remains  to  enjoy  her  virgin  charms. 

Ah !  hag  accursed !  (Zerbino  made  reply)          725^ 
How  haft  thou  fram'd  a  foul  detefted  lie  ! 
Though  twenty  might  the  captive  fair  detain. 
Not  one  would  dare  her  fpotlels  honour  ftain. 

Thus  he — then   queftion'd  when  and  where  fhc 
view*d 
His  beft  belov'd ;  but  fhe,  in  fullen  mood,  730 

Was  mute  j  determined  to  difclofe  no  more. 
Nor  add  a  word  to  what  fhe  told  before. 
Zerbino  mildly  firft  his  Ipeech  addrefs'd. 
Then  held  his  threatening  v/eapon  to  her  breaft. 
Alike  in  vain  his  prayer,  his  menace  proved,  735 

Nor  prayer,  nor  threat,  the  ftubborn  beldame  mov^d.. 
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The       argument. 

Zerbino,  to  defend  Gabrina,  engages  in  Ungle  combae 
with  Hermonides,  from  whom  he  hears  the  particulars* 
of  her  wicked  life.  Travelling  afterwards  with  Gabrina, 
he  finds  the  dead  body  of  Pinabello,  who  had.been  flain  by 
Bradamant.  He  is  accufed  of  the  murder  by  Gabrina,  and 
led  to  be  put  to  death.  The  arrival  of  Orlando  and  Ifabella, 
who  had  journeyed  together  fince  the  deliverance  of  the 
latter  from  the  outlaw's  cave,  ^erbino  is  faved  from  death 
by  Orlando.  Meeting  of  the  two  lovers.  Mandricardo 
overtakes  Orlando  :  their  combati  Orlando,  parting  from 
Zerbino  and  Ifabella,  comes  to  the  grotto  where  Angelica 
and'Medoro  ufed  to  meet.  The  manner  in  which  he  dif- 
covers  the  whole  ftory  of  their  love>  which  difcovery  ends 
in  the  total  lofs  of  his  fenfes. 
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THUS  joumey'd  they,  till  from  the  weftern  hills 
The  fetring  fun  diiplay'd  his  hindmoft  wheels. 
When,  near  advancing,  with  a  fearlefs  look, 
A  wandering  warrior  on  their  filenee  brokft* 
Well  was  he  noted  by  the  hateful  damc^  5 

Hcrmonides  of  HoUand  was  his  name  i 
Who  bore  athwart,  depifted  on  his  fhie}d^ 
A  band  vermilion  in  a  fable  field, 
Py  features  chang'd  the  crone  her  fears  exprels'd. 
And  to  the  prince  her  humble  ^ech  addrels'd.       IQ 
She  bade  him  flill  in  mind  his  promife  bear 
To  her,  who  plac'd  her  in  his  guardian  care ; 
For  he,  the  knight,  who  met  them  face  to  faec>, 
W^  foe  to  her,  and  foe  to  all  her  race : 

E  e  3  .   P<^ 
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Her  dear-Iov'd  father  perifh'd  by  his  guilt;  i| 

By  him  her  only  brother's  blood  was  Ipilt  i 
And  ftill  he  fought,  with  more  than  ruthlefs  mind. 
To  ^ut  his  r^e  on  all  her  wretched  kind. 
Woman !  in  me  behold  thy  champion  near, 
(Zerbino  cry'd)  and  banilh  every  fean  20 

When  now,    with   heedful  eyes,  th'  approaching 
knight 
Beheld  that  face,  fo  odious  to  his  fight. 
Prepare  with  me  in  fingle  fight  to  meet, 
(41oud  he  threatening  cry'd  with  generous  heat) 
Or  quit  yon'  female's  fide,  and  by  my  hand  2^ 

Give  her  to  perifh,  as  her  crimes  demand : 
If  thou  defend'ft  her  caufe,  thou  muft  be  flain^ 
For  thus  it  falls  to  thofe  who  wrong  maintain. 
Zerbino  then  with  courteous  fpeech  reply'd. 
Such  thoughts  could  only  with  the  bafe  refide  5       30 
Yet  if  he  prefs'd  the  fight,  he  Ihould  not  find 
A  flying  foe  j  but  will'd  him  firft  in  mind 
To  ponder,  how  a  knight  of  gentle  ftrain. 
In  helplefs  woman's  blood  his  hand  could  ftain. 

Thefe  words,  and  many  more^  in  vain  enfii -dj     35 
For  deeds  at  length  the  conteft  niuft  conclude. 
Now  for  the  tilt  they  wheel  around  the  plain, 
Then,  turning  furious,  meet  with  loofen'd  rein. 

Not 
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Not  with  fuch  Ipeed  the  whizzing  rocket  flies, 
Dilmift  with  joy  to  burft  in  upper  Ikies ;  4Q 

As  in  the  dreadful  fhock  each  fiery  horfe 
Borp  either  champion  to  the  headlong  courfe. 
JL«ow  aim'd  Hermonides  his  fpear,  and  try'd 
Through  the  left  flank  his  pointed  wood  to  guide : 
The  feeble  wood  in  craftiing  fplinters  broke,  45 

And  fcarcc  the  knight  of  Scodand  felt  the  ftroke. 
Far  different  came  his  lance  -,  with  force  impeU'd, 

The  targe  it  pierc'd,  and  in  the  fhoulder  held 

Its  raging  way,  through  plate  and  jnail  it  flew, 

And  on  the  plain  Hermonides  overthrew,  50 

Zerbino  deem'd  him  flain ;  with  pitying  hafte 
Jle  lighted,  and  his  glittering  helm  unlac'd. 
At  lengdi,  as  froni  a  trance,  the  wounded  knight 
P.ecovering,  on  Zerbino  fix'd  his  fight 
Awhile  in  filence,  till  in  mournful  ftrain  55 

He  faid — It  grieves  nme  litde  to  fuftain 
This  fhame  from  one,  whom  well  his  deeds  belpeak 
The  flower  of  wandering  knights  that  danger  feek, 
gut  much  to  fufFer  in  her  caufe  I  grieve, 
Whofe  murderous  guile,  accuftom'd  to  deceive^^      6q 
Could  fiicha  knight  in  her  defence  engage, 
\Yhpm  ill  it  fuits  a  ftrife  like  this  to  wage ; 

E  e  4  And 
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•^nd  if  my  fpirits  laft  (though  miich  I  fear 
My  ftrength  may  fail)  a  ftory  fji^t  thou  hear, 
^hich  told,  will  prove  how  far  her  deeds  difgrace  65 
A  woman's  name,  and  all  the  human  race. 
My  youthful  brother,  on  his  fame  intent, 
From  Holland  once,  our  native  dwelling,  went, 
And  to  Heraclius  foon  a  knight  was  made 
(Heraclius,  who  the  Grecian  empire  fway'd)  j  7Q 

A  baron's  friendftiip  in  the  cpurt  lie  prov'd, 
And  he  no  lefs  the  courteous  baron  lov'd ; 
Who  kept,  near  Servians  lands,  a  lonely  feat, 
A  guarded  fortrefs  and  a  calm  retreat* 
Argeo  was  his  name,  whofe  choice  had  led  7c 

Yon  loathfome  woman  to  his  nuptial  bed ; 
But  fhe,  more  changeful  than  the  withered  leaves 
'  Which  autumn  every  year  of  fap  bereaves. 
Now  fudden  chac'd  from  her  inconftant  bread 

■ 

/ 

The  love  her  hufband  there  had  once  poffeft;  80 

And  every  art  eflay'd  of  loofe  defire. 

To  make  my  brother  burn  in  lawlefs  fire. 

Not  firmer,  'midft  the  northern  blaft,  appears 

A  pine,  the  produce  of  a  hundred  years. 

Than  he,  indignant,  niet  thp  dame's  requeft^  8  c 

^  dainc,  of  every  vice  the  fertile  neft ! 

MeantimfTj 
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Meantime^  as  flill  befals  a  wandering  knight^ 
^ho  danger  feeks,  $>n  dangers  oft  to  light  5 
jtt  chanc'd  my  brother,  on  adventures  bound, 
Receiv'd  in  combat  many  a  grievous  wound.  90 

Argeo^s  fort  was  near  j  no  need  to  wait 
For  leave  to  ^nter  at  his  friendly  gate  j 
He  came,  as  wont,  with  naed'cine's  leniejit  power, 
And  reft,  his  health  and  vigour  to  reftore, 

« 

Argeo,  on  fome  fecret  purpofe  bent,  95 

As  need  required  him,  from  the  caflle  went : 

His  confort  then  the  wekomc  time  embrac'd, 

To  tempt  my  brother  with  her  ftiit  unchafte: 

But  he,  a  loyal  friend  as  virtuous  youth. 

Impatient  to  behold  his  Ipotlefs  truth  100 

So  clofe  befet,  at  length  the  choice  purftie^ 

To  fly  Argeo,  an4  his  friendfhip  lofc ; 

And  dwell  an  outcaft,  where  the  Ihamelefs  dame 

Might  never  hear  again  his  lucklefs  name. 

Hard  was  this  fate — but  harder  to  fulfil,  195 

Againft  his  duty,  her  ungovern'd  will ; 

Dr  to  her  lord  accufe  a  faithlefs  wife. 

Her  lord,  who  pri?'d  her  dearer  than  his  life. 

Still  pale  and  feeble  with  his  wounds,  he  took 
jHis  arms  and  courier,  and  the  place  forfook  j         f  10 

In 
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In  willing  exile  from  his  friend  he  went, 

But  envious  Fortune  crofs'd  his  good  intent. 

Lo !  to  his  home  the  hiiA)and  came^  and  found 

His  wife  in  floods  of  feeming  forrow  drown'd. 

With  haggard  features  and  dilhevelrd  hair :  i  r  j 

^urpris'd,  he  queftiqn'd  whence  her  deep  delpair, 

Again,  and  yef  again,  her  (peech  he  woo'd 

To  learn  the  caufe,  while  Ihci  in  fullei}  ipood, 

Within  her  bofom  fchemes  of  malice*  bred. 

To  avenge  her  flighted  flame  on  hipci  who  (led,     1 20 

At  length — Ah !  wherefore  ihould  I  feek  ((he  cry'd J 
The  guilt,  incurred  when  thou  wert  gone,  to  hide? 
Though  from  the  world  the  horror  I  dilguife. 
It  ever  naked  to  refleftion  lies ! 
Know  then — thy  friend,  thy  bofom  friend,  aflfaiPd  125 
My  matron  honour,  and  by  force  prevailed : 
Then  dreading  lefl:  I  fliould  his  crime  recite,  • 
The  villain  parted  hence  with  Ipeedy  flight. 

Thus  flie  ;  and  with  thefe  impious  words  addrefl:^^ 
Agaihft  his  friend,  inflam'd  her  hufl^and's  breaft :    13Q 
Too  eafy  of  belief,  Argeo  flew 
,  With  arms  and  fl:ced  his  viftim  to  purfue ; 
Who,  faint  with  fcarce-heal'd  woupds,  in  joyrney  flow^ 
Pafs'd  penfiye  on,  and  litde  fear'd  a  foe. 

Now^ 
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•  * 

Now,  in  a  lonely  fhadc,  with  eager  rage,  j^^ 

'f  he  baron  ryfh'd  th'  pnequat  fight  to  wage, 
My  haplefs  brother  vain  exc]nfcs  fram-di 
Incens'd  Argeo  loud  the  combat  claimed* 
The  one  was  ftrpng^  with  deep  refentment  mov'd  j 
The  other  weak,  and  much  his  friend  he  lov'd.      I4<^ 
Philander  then  (fo  call  th'  unhappy  youth. 
The  guiltlefe  viftim  of  unfpotted  truth) 
lyho  fuch  a  foe  with  ftrength  unequal  found, 
Was  vanquifh'd  in  the  fight,  and  captive  bound. 
Forbid  it.  Heaven !  tho*  now  to  juftice  fway'd       145 
By  guilt  fo  deep  as  thine  (Argeo  faid) 
I  e'er  (hould  kill  the  man  I  held  fo  dear. 
The  man  I  cherifh'd  once  for  faith  fincere. 
Let  other  punifliment  thy  deeds  attend. 
Than  death  fi-om  him  who  call'd  thee  once  his  friend. 

Thus  he ;  and  on  a  courier  bade  be  plac'd         151 
A  ruftic  bier  of  branches  interlac'd, 
flalf  dead  thereon  the  wretched  youth  was  laid. 
And  to  the  caftle's  neighbouring  walls  conveyed. 
Where,  in  the  lone  retreat,  he  lay  confined,  155 

Tl)e  penance  for  his  future  life  defign'd.      I 

But  that  abandoned  dame,  infatiate,  prefs'4 
My  brotl^er  Aill,  and  ur^'d  her  foiil  requeft. 

What 
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What  more  avaik  thy  boafted  truth  (fhe  cry'd)^ 
Since  my  report  has  fct  that  boaft  afide  ?  |6p 

Behold  the  guerdon  of  thy  mighty  pains ! 
Of  all  thy  rigour,  lo  !  what  fruit  remains ! 
ThQu  dwell'ft  5n  durance,  ycver  hence  tp  part. 
Till  pity  foften  thy  obdurate  Heart ; 
But  if  thou  yielc^'ft — |  fome  dfivk^  will  framp        1 65 
To  fet  thee  free,  and  hieal  thy  wounded  fame. 
Philander  anlwer'd— Hope  not  to  prevail; 
Nor  think  Philander's  faith  Ihall  ever  fail, 
Thougli  now  it  meets  luch  unexpefted  Iqt : 
Howe'er  the  world  my  merits  has  forgot,'  i^q 

One  Power  above  niy  ijinocenqe  can  fe?, 
And,  at  his  will>  my  foul  from  troul^le  free* 
Even  he,  who  now  detefts  my  hated  name. 
When  life  fliall  ceafe  to  warm  this  mortal  frame. 
May  to  rpy  memory  wrong'd  at  lafl:  be  juft,  175 

And  weep  his  dear  companion  laid  in  di^ft. 
.  Thus  oft  the  {hamelefs  woman  ftriyes  to  gain 
Philander's  love,  as  oft  fhe  ftrives  in  Vain ; 
pach  rack'd  invention  in  her  thought  applies. 
And  ponders  all  her  magazine  of  lies ;  ^  8cj 

Till  Fortune,  friendly  to  the  wicked,  brought 
The  wifh'd  occafion,  which  Ihe  long  had  fought. 

Betweea 


■ 
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Between  her  hufband  and  a  baron  rcign'd 
A  hatred,  in  their  houfes^ohg  maintained: 
Morando  was  he  call'd,  furnam^d  the  Fair, 
Who  oft,  Argeo  abfent,  would  repair 
Within  his  caftle  gates,  and  every  outrage  dare. 
Argeo,  to  entice  him  thither,  feigns 
A  vow  to  vifit  Sion*s  hallow'd  plains : 
Thus  went  the  fame,  while  to  his  wife  was  known  i  oo 
The  truth  entrufted  to  her  faith  alone. 
At  clofe  of  eve  the  caftle  he  regained. 
And  every  knight  within  the  walls  remained. 
With  arms  and  enfigns  changed,  at  dawn  of  day. 
Each  morning  to  the  woods  he  took  bis  way.         195 
Now  here,  now  there,  with  heedful  watch  he  ftray*d 
Aroi^nd  his  caftle,  lurking  in  the  fhade, 
To  mark,  if  trufting  to  the  well-form'd  tale, 
Morando  durft,  as  wont,  his  walls  aflail. 
All  day  abroad  he  roam'd,  but  when  he  view*d      aoo 
The  light  extinguifti'd  in  the  briny  flood. 
He  came,  where  ftation'd  his  return  to  wait. 
His  wife  receiv'd  him  at  a  fecret  gate. 
The  fatal  time  Ihe  feiz'd,  my  brother  found. 
And  with  dire  fraud  her  impious  wifhcs  crown'd  1  205 
While  from  her  eyes,  for  ever  brewed  at  will. 
She  pour'd  a  fhower  of  tears  her  breaft  to  fill. 

Where 
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Where  ihall  I  fly  ?  (fhe  cry'd)  what  fuccour  clainri 
To  guard  my  own,  to  guard  my  hu/band's  fame  ? 
Thou  know'ft  Morando  well — ^Argeo  hence,         aia 
Scarce  Gods  or  men  can  yield  me  now  defence 
Againft  the  traitor,  who,  with  many  a  bribe 
And  menace,  has  feduc'd  my  menial  tribe. 
The  fuit  he  once  by  diftant  meffage  prefs'd. 
He  boldly  now  has  face  to  face  addrels'd;  ^i^ 

So  clofe  addrefs'd,  I  dread  that  future  fliame 
And  dire  misfortune  will  attend  my  name : 
And  but  I  late,  with  more  attentive  ear. 
Gently  appeared  his  amorous  tale  to  hear. 
His  paffion  would  have  feiz*d,  by  open  forctf,        aaa 
What  now  he  hopes  to  win  by  milder  courfc. 
I  promised  foon  to  yield — yet  ne'er  defign'd 
To  keep  what,  made  through  fear,  can  never  bind. 
For  this,  in  thee  alone  I  truft  for  aid  i 
Unhelp'd  by  thee  my  honour  is  betray'd,  225 

With  my  Argeo's — which,  if  truth  may  lie 
In  friendihip's  words,  you  once  efteem'd  fo  high. 

There  needs  not  this  (Philander  cries)  to  move 
A  fpirit  ever  prompt  the  moft  to  prove 

For  my  Argco's  fake thy  wilh  explain—        230 

The  faith  I  ofttc  poffefsy,  I  ftill  retain. 

Thca 
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Then  impious  fhc — Thy  weapon  muft  deftroy 
The  wretch  who  feeks  to  poifon  all  my  joy. 
Morando  will  return  when  rifing  night 
With  murky  fhade  obfcures  the  fetting  light,         23  j^ 
While,  at  a  fignal  fix'd,  prepared  I  wait  « 
Unfeen,  to  give  him  entrance  at  the  gate. 
Thee  will  I  fafe  in  fecret  ambufli  place, 
Without  a  ray  the  friendly  gloom  to  chace  i 
Till,  urg*d  by  me  his  arms  afide  to  lay,  140 

He  to  thy  juftice  falls  an  eafy  prey. 

With  cruelty  imheard,  the  ruthlefs  wife 
Thus  fonh'd  the  fnare  to  entrap  her  hufband's  life : 
If  wife  fhe  may  be  calFd,  or  rather  nam*d 
A  fiend,  with  more  than  fiend-like  rage  inflamed.  245 

When  now  the  fatal  night  her  fhadows  ipread. 
She  to  her  room  my  wretched  brother  led ; 
There  placed  him  with  his  arms  and  trufty  fword. 
Till  home  returned  the  cattle's  abfent  lord. 
All  to  her  impious  hopes  in  courfe  befel  j  25Q 

'Tis  rare  but  evil  deeds  fucceed  too  well. 
Philander  view*d  in  him  Argeo's  foe. 
And  at  his  own  Argeo  aim'd  the  blow : 
Speechlefs  he  fell ;  and  bleeding  as  he  lay. 
Without  a  ftruggle  groan'd  his  life  away.  455 

I  The 
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Tie  liufband  thus  dilpatch'dy  his  murdering  fword 

My  brother  to  Gabrina's  hand  reftorM.- 

Gabrina  is  her  name,  ivho  every  day 

Is  bbrn  to  curfe,  and  lives  but  to  betray ! 

She  who,  till  theny  concealed  the  horrid  truth,        aStf 

With  lighted  torch  approach'd  th'  unhappy  youthy 

And  bade  him  view  how  well  his  arm  had  Iped,- 

And  fhow'd  where  lay  his  friend  Argeo  dead. 

She  menac'd  then,  unlefi  his  pliant  wiH 

The  diftates  of  her  hateful  love  fulfil,  s^j 

In  ev'fery  part  to  make  his  trelpafs  *known, 

Whidh  all  ftiould  tell,  and  he  in  vain  difown. 

So  muft  he  die,  with  guik  of  jWurdeF  ftain'd, 

A  public  vi^im  to  the  hangman's  hand* 

She  bade  him  ponder,-  though  to  die  he  dar'dy       270' 

if  for  a  Ihameful  death  he  flood  prepared. 

Philander,  when  his  dire  miftake  he  view'd;- 
Congeard  with  horror  arid  amazement  jB:ood  ^ 
As  when  a  ihip,  that*  in  mid  ocean  fails>- 
Drives  to  and  fro  by  two  oppbfing  gales :-  275^ 

Eretvveen  two  evils-  thus  Philander  preft. 
Debating  long,  he  fixes  on  the  leaft :- 
'  Fate  ifrges  nbw  the  dreadful  choice  to  make  i 
Though  all  her  arts  before  could  never  Ihake 

Hi» 


J 
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His  conflaht  faith ;  the  dread  of  death  with  ibaiiie 
Compels  him,  while  he  loaths  her  impious  flame^  28 1 
To  plight  his  vow  to  join  with  hers  his  hand> 
When  both  had  fafely  left  the  Grecian  land. 

Thus  the  foul  forc*re(s  won  his  forc'd  confentj 
And  with  him  clofely  from  the  caftle  went*  2^  5 

Again  his  home  and  friends  Philander  view'd> 
But  infamy  in  Greece  his  name  puriu'd^ 
St'dl  in  his  mind  he  bears,  with  ttiriliing  pain. 
His  lov'd  companion  by  his  weapon  flain  s 
Deep,  and  more  deep,  grief  worked  its  canker'd  way. 
Till  on  his  bed  of  ficknefs  fad  Philander  lay.         29^1 

The  foul  adultrcfs,  who  his  heart  beheld 
Still  to  her  flame  averfe,  indignant  fwell'd 
To  fierce  refcntment ;  till  her  thoughts,  eftrang'd 
From  all  her  love,  again  to  hatred  /rhang'd :  255 

And  foon,  as  once  againft  the  baron's  life, 
Againft  my  brother's  wrought  this  impious  wife. 
From  this  bad  world  to  fend,  with  arts  accurft. 
The  fecond  hufband,  as  fhe  fent.  the  firfl. 

A  leech  fhe  found,  far  better  taught  to  Itill        300 
With  poifonous,  than  with  wholeibme  drugs  to  heal  j 
And  him  Ihe  drew,  by  hopes  of  vaft  reward, 
With  her  infernal  purppfe  to  accord. 

Vol.  I.  Ff  The 
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The  ftrength  of  fome  enrenomy  juice  to  prove. 
And  from  her  loathing  fight  her  lord  remove.        305 

Join'd  with  myfclf,  a  mourning  friendly  band 
Enclos'd  his  bed,  wheh  widi  the  cup  in  hand 
The  leech  approach'd,  and  faid  the  drink  he  bore 
Would  foon  my  brother's  wafted  health  reftorc. 
Gabrina  then,  a  witnefs  to  remove  310 

Who  knew  th*  efFefts  of  her  detefted  love ; 
Perchance  in  avarice  to  withhold  his  gains. 
The  price  a^eed  to  recompei^e  his  pains, 
Exc'aim'd— Be  not  dilpIeasM,  if  thus  I  fear 
For  one  whofe  life  I  ever  held  fo  dear :  3^5 

Give  me,  by  proof,  to  know  thou  haft  not  brought 
Some  potion  here  with  fetal  venom  fraught : 
Think  not  my  lord  the  profFer'd  cup  Ihall  take. 
Till  firft  thy  lips  the  medicine's  trial  make. 

Refleft,  fir  knight!  how  flood,  deprived  of  Ipccch, 
In  his  own  treafon  caught,  the  wretched  leech ;      321 
The  time  diat  prefs'd  allowed  not  to  revolve. 
And  fix  his  mind  on  what  he  fhould  rcfolve : 
Fearful  to  expofe  his  guilt,  he  deemed  it  beft. 
Without  delay,  to  give  th'  exafted  teft.  325 

The  fick  man  then,  with  unfulpecling  thought, 
QuafF'd  all  the  remnant  of  the  deadly  draught. 

The 
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The  jked  complelte,  the  leech  prepared  to  take 
,  His  journey  home,  feme  aoridote  to  make> 
Ere  yet  too  far  the  potfon  through  his  blood         23^ 
Had  ipres^ ;  but  fe]][  Gabnna  this  witfaftood. 
In  vain  with  prayers,  In  rain  with  bribes,  ie  try'd 
To  be  difipij&*^  i  the  trgitrpife  this  dpi^y'd. 
All  deiperate  nowi  h^  lees  before  his  ey^ 
Immediate  death,  nor  ffCftn  that  death  can  fiy.       355 
Then  to  th^  aiTiilants  he  the  truth  expos'd. 
Nor  could  the  h%  ^wpy^  ^  tmrh,  difclqs-d; 
Thus  pn  h^mfeK  th^  good  phyiiciati  brought 
Such  evil,  as  he  oft  for  others  wrought.    . 
And  now  his  ipirit  foUowM,  to  purfiac  340 

My  brother's  ^irit  that  before  him  flew  1 
While  we,  who  latfe  with  freezing  horror  heard 
The  truth  that  by  die  leech's  tale  appeared. 
Seized  on  that  fiend,  more  cruel  tbian  the  brood 
Of  favage  beafts  that  haunt  the  gloomy  wood ;      345 
And  in  a  dvuigeon  fhut,  condemn'd  by  ^ 
Fof  all  her  crimes  in  torture  to  expire. 

Thus  faid  Hermonides,  and  more  had  fpcdc^> 
To  tell  how  from  her  prilbn  walls  fhc  broke. 
But,  fainting  with  the  anguifh  of  his  wound^  350 

He  backward  fell,  half  fenfekis,  on  the  ground  -, 

Ff2  WhUe 
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Whflc  two  attending  (quires,  with  ready  care, 
Of  branches  loot  a  ruflic  bier  prepare : 
Here,  as  he  willed,  Hermonides  they  laid. 
And  thus,  difabled,  from  the  field  conveyed.  ^^f 

Zerbino  feeks  to  excufe  his  lucklefs  deed. 
Much  griev'd  by  him  to  fee  the  champion  bleed  s 
Yet  knightly  feith  compelled  him  to  oppofe. 
In  her  behalf^  whoe'er  appeared  her  foes. 
In  all  befide,  he  ftood  by  deed  or  word  360 

Prepared  to  aid>  with  counfel  or  with  iword, 
A  knight  whofe  chance  his  generous  heart  de- 
plored. 

•    The  knight  returned — he  wifh'd  him  to  beware. 
And  rid  his  hands  of  fell  Gabrina's  care, 

.4- 

Ere  her  black  arts  had  framed  fbme  guileful  train  365 

To  make  his  grief  and  late  repentance  vain. 

Gabrina  filent  ftood>  with  downcaft  eye  -, 

For  truth  confirmed  admits  not  a  reply. 

Departing  thence,  Zerbino  took  his  way 

Where  with  the  hag  his  dcftin^d  journey  lay,         J70 

His  hatred  kindled  to  fo  fierce  a  height. 

He  turn'd  with  horror  from  her  loathfome  fight. 

She,  who  behoHs  Zerbino*s  fccret  mind. 

Nor  will  in  enmity  remain  behind. 

Bates 
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Bates  not  an  inch  of  malice,  but  repays  375 

His  hatred  with  her  own  a  hundred  ways : 

Black  poifbn  rankles  in  her  impious  breads 

In  every  feature  rancour  ftands  confell. 

Whai  from  the  weft  the  fetting  rays  appear. 

The  noife  of  blows  and  clafhlng  arms  they  hear ;  380 

The  path  purfu'd,  that  to  a  valley  led. 

They  fee  a  body  warm  and  newly  dead : 

»  •  -  * 

There  Pinabello  lay,  and,  drench'd  in  blood, 
Pour'd  from  his  numerous  wounds  a  crimfoh  flood. 
The  pitying  warrior  turn'd  afide  to  trace  385 

The  track  of  horfcs'  feet,  that  marked  the  place, 
In  hope  to  find  where  lurk'd,  concealed  from  fight, 
The  unknown  aflaflin  of  the  murder 'd  knight : 
Meantime  he  jbadc  Gfabrina  to  r^mainj 
Arid  there  expeft  his  quick  return  again.  350 

Now  near  the  fcene  of  death  Gabrina  drew. 
Exploring  all  the  corfe  with  greedy  view ; 
For  ftill  to  every  other  vice  ihe  join*4 
The  deepeft  avarice  of  a  female  njind : 
And,  but  Ihe  knew  not  to  conceal  her  theft,  3.95 

Her  hands  rapacious  had  the  knight  bereft 
Of  every,  fpoil ;  the  fcarf  embroidered  o'er 
With  gold,  and  all  the  glittering  arms  he  wore* 

F  f  J  A  belt 
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A  bdt  of  coftly  work  fhc  fifely  plac'tl 
Beneath  her  vcft,  concealed  ahnuld  her  iirtak :       ^.od} 
•Twas  all  fhc  could;  and,  while  of  this  pdDa^ 
The  became  grieve  in  heart  to  feive'the  reft. 

Zerbino,  now  rcturn*d,  who,  through  the  wood^ 
With  finitlefs  (earch  had  Bradamant  purfu'd ; 
The  ddy  decline,  he  thence  his  courfe  addrefs*d,  465 
Widi  that  dire  hag,  to  find  a  place  of  reft. 

Two  miles  remote  they  to  a  caftle  came, 
(Fam'd  Altariva  was  the  cattle's  name) 
And  here  they  ftay*d  to  pais  the  approaching  nightj^ 
That  quenched  the  Iplendor  of  departing  light.      41* 
Here  fcarce  arrived,  on  e^ery  fide  diey  hear 
The  voice  of  loud  laments  invidc  their  eaf  . 
Zerbino  aflc'd  what  caafe  their  ai^guifll  Wrou^t ; 
And  heard  of  tidings  to  Anfelmo  brought. 
How,  *twixt  two  mountains,  in  a  Ihady  dell,      '   41 5 
His  fon,  his  Pinabello,  murder'd  feB. 

Soon  came  th^  bier  with  Pinabello  <lead. 
While  torches  found  their  folemn  fplendor  ^e^. 
To  where  the  thickefl:  ranks  lamenting  A^d, 
Raife  the  flirill  cry,  and  wring  the  mournful  hand ; 
Where  every  eye  is  fill'd  with  gtifliihg  Woe,  421 

And  down  the  beard  the  trickling  currents  flow. 

Above 
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Above  th€  reftj  fee,  impotent  in  griefs 

The  wretched  &ther  mocks  ^ach  vain  relief; 

•  •  * 

While  all,  as  facred  cuftom  each  invites,  425 

Prepare,  with  pomp^  the  laft  funereal  rites. 

The  herald  from  the  prince  declares  aloud 
The  fovereign  will,  and  to  the  murmuring  crowd 
Proclaim?,  that  he  ihall  vaft  rewards  obtain. 
Who  tells  the  wretch  by  whom  his  fon  was  flain.  430 
Thefe  tidings  reached  the  hag,  whofe  fory  fell 
Not  bears  or  tigers  of  the  woods  excel ; 
While  impious  treafon  in  her  bofom  wrought. 
The  prefence  of  th*  afflided  earl  fhe  fought ; 
There  firfl:  with  plaufive  fpeech  his  ear  amus'd,     435 
And  good  Zerbino  of  the  deed  accused; 
Then  from  her  lap,  to  prove  the  ftory  true. 
The  cofUy  belt  produced  in  open  view. 
Which,  feen,  too  well  the  wretched  parent  knew. 

With  tears,  his  hands  uplifting  to  the  ikies,       440 
Thou  (hall  not  perifh  unreveng'd — he  cries  ; 
Then  bids  furround  the  houfe.— ?With  furious  zeal 
The  people,  rous'd,  obey  their  ruler's  will  j 
And  while  no  danger  near  Zerbino  knows. 
He  finds  himfelf  a  prifoner  to  his  foe$>  445 

F  f  4  Given 
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•  •  •  #         •  •    ^ 

Given  to  Anfelmo's  rage,  when  funk  to  reft 
Rcfrefhing  fleep  his  heavy  eyes  deprefs'd. 
Him  in  a  darkfome  cell  that  night  detained. 
They  kept  in  Ihackles  and  with  bolts  rcftrain'd, 
Condemii'd  to  fuflfer  for  imputed  guilt,  450 

In  that  fad  valley  where  the  blood  was  Ipilt. 
No  further  proof  there  needs  the  faft  to  try ; 
Their  lord  has  fentenc'd,  and  th*  accused  fnuft  die. 
When  from  her  couch  Aurora  made  return. 

With  many-coloured  beams  to  paint  the  morn,    455 

With  horfe  and  foot,  Zerbino  thence  was  led 

To  atone  the  blood  another's  hand  had  fhed. 

On  a  low  ftecd  the  knight  of  Scotland  rides. 

His  noble  arms  clofe  pinion'd  to  his  fides. 

And  head  caft  down^  but  Heaven,  that  ftill  defends 

Th|p  guiltlefs,  that  for  help  on  him  depends^^         46  i 

Already  watchful  o'er  the  warrior's  ftate. 

Prepare^  to  fiiatch  him  from  impending  fate^ 

Orlandp  fhither  comes,  and  comes  to  fave 

The  prince  fromihanae  and  an  untimely  grave:  46 j 

Galego's  daughter,  Ifebella  fair. 

With  him  jie  brought,  whom  from  the  watery  war 

And  bulging  veffel  fav'd,  his  noble  hand 

H^4  ft'eed,  when  captive  of  a  lawlefs  band  i 
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She,  whole  lov*d  form  Zerbino's  heart  pofiefs'd^  47a 
More  dear  than  life  that  warm'd  his  faithful  breaft. 

The  knight  and  virgin  from  a  mountain's  brow 
Beheld  the  fwarming  populace  below : 
He  left  his  charge,  and  rufhing  to  the  plain, 
Zerbino  fingled  from  th*  ignoble  train ;  475 

And  by  his  outward  looks  at  once  divin'd 
The  chief  a  baron  of  no  vulgar  kind. 
Approaching  near,  he  aflc'd  his  caufe  of  ihamc. 
And  whither  led  in  bonds,  and  whence  he  came. 

At  this,  his  head  the  mourning  champion  rear'd,  * 
And,  when  the  Paladin's  demand  he  heard,  481 

With  brief  reply  his  piteous  tale  difclos'd. 
In  truth  fincere,  that  foon  the  earl  dilpos'd. 
For  his  defence,  to  combat  on  his  fide. 
Who,  guiltlefs  of  the  charge,  unjuftly  dy'd.  485 

But  when  he  found  that  Altariva's  lord 
The  fentence  paft,  the  noble  fiifFerer's  word 
Stood  more  eonfirm'd  j  for  in  Anfelmo's  breaft 
He  deem'd  that  juftice  ne'er  her  feat  poflefs'd, 
^Between  Maganza's  houfe,  and  Clarmont,  reign'd  490 
A  lineal  hate,  from  fire  to  fon  maintain'd. 
Then  to  the  herd  he  turn'd  with  threatening  cry : 
ye  caitiff  bands  !  releafe  the  knight,  or  die  | 

And- 
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And  who  i$  he  ((aid  one^  to  prove  his  zeal> 

In  lucklefi  hour)  diat  thus  with  words  would  kill  ? 

Well  was  his  menace^  were  our  feeblfc  frame         496 

Of  wax  or  ftraw,  and  his  confuming  flame. 

He  faid;  and  fpurr'd  to  affail  the  peer  of  France  1 

And  him  Orlando  met  with  ready  lance. 

That  glittering  armour,  which,  the  night  before,  50O 
The  fierce  Maganzan  from  Zerbino  tore. 
Now  proudly  worn,  could  not  the  death  prevent. 
Which  from  his  ipear  Anglante's  warrior  fent. 
On  his  right  cheek  was  driven  the  pointed  wood. 
And,  though  the  tempered  helm  the  point  withftpod. 
The  neck  refus'd  the  furious  ftroke  to  bear  ^         £o6 
The  bone  fiiapt  fhort,  and  life  diflblv'd  in  air^ 

At  once,  while  yet  the  ipear  remam'd  in  reft. 
He  pierc'd  another  through  the  pajatjing  breaft  i 
There  left  the  lance,  and  Durindana  drew^^  510 

And  midft  the  thickeft  prefs  refifUefs  flew. 
Of  this,  the  fkull  in  equal  parts  he  cleaves ; 
That,  of  his  head  at  one  fierce  fb-oke  bereaves ; 
One  quits  his  helmet ;  one  his  cumbrous  fhiel^ ; 
All  caft  their  ufelefs  weapons  on  the  field.  515 

Some  leap  the  foflfe,  fome  fcour  the  broad-way  fide ; 
In  forefts  fome,  and  fome  in  caverns  hide. 

The 
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The  throng  difpetis'd,  he  to  Zcrbino  prefs'd, 
Whofc  anxious  heart  yet  tf embled  in  his  breaft : 
Low  had  he  fall'n,  and  proftrat^  on  the  ground  520 
/^.dor'd  the  knight,  from  whom  fuch  aid  he  found  j 
But  to  the  ftecd  his  feet  with  cords  were  bound, 
Orlando  now  his  limbs  from  fhackles  freed. 
And  helped  him  to  refume  his  warlike  weed. 
Which  late  the  captain  of  Maganza*6  train  ^%^ 

Jiad  Worn  in  battle,  but  had  worn  in  vain. 

When  Ifabella,  by  Orlando's  fword 
The  noble  fufFerer  faw  to  life  reftor'd. 
She  left  the  hill,  and  as  fhe  nearer  drew. 

In  her  his  beft-beIov*d  Zcrbino  knew :  ^^fi 

Her,  whom  from  lying  Fame  he  mourn'd  as  loft 

In  roaring  billows  on  the  rocky  coaft. 

As  with  a  bolt  of  ice,  his  heart  became 

All  freezing  cold  \  a  trembling  feiz'd  his  frame : 

But  foon  a  feverifli  heat  fiicceeding,  Ipread  535 

Through  every  part,  and  dy'd  his  cheeks  with  red* 

Love  bade  him  rufh,  and  clalp  her  to  his  breaft ; 

But  reverence  for  Anglante's  lord  reprefs'd 

His  eager  wifh: — —and,  ah  !  too  fure  he  thought 

Her  virgin  grace  the  ftranger's  foul  had  caught.    540^ 

From  forrows  thus  to  deeper  forrows  caft. 

He  finds  how  foon  his  mighty  joys  are  paft : 

And 
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And  better  could  he  bear  to  lole  her  charms 
By  deadly  than  lee  her  in  another's  arms. 

Thus  journeying  on^  die  knights  and  princely  maid^ 
At  lengdi  difmoundng>  near  a  fountain  ftay'd ;       546 
The  wearied  earl  releas'd  his  laden  brows^ 
And  bade  Zerbino  there  his  helm  unclole. 
Soon  as  the  fair  her  lover's  face  efpies. 
From  her  {oft  cheek  the  rofy  colour  flies,  550 

Then  fwift  returns   ■     So  looks  the  humid  flower 
When    Sol's    bright  beams  focceed  the    drizzling 

fliower : 
Carelefs  of  aught,  fhe  runs  with  eager  pace. 
And  claips  Zerbino  with  a  dear  embrace ; 
There,  while  in  filence  to  his  neck  fhe  ^ows,       555 
Tear  following  tear,  his  face  and  breaft  o'erflows, 
Orlando,  by  their  fide,  attentive  (lands. 
Their  meeting  marks,  ngr  other  proof  demands 
That  this  unknown,  who  late  his  ibccovir  prov'd. 
Was  prince  Zerbino,  by  the  dame  belov'd.  56a 

Soon  as  the  fair-one  rais'd  her  yoice  to  fpeak, 
(The  drops  yet  hanging  on  her  tender  cheek) 
Her  grateful  lip3  no  other  could  proclaim. 
Than  the  full  praifes  of  Orlando's  name. 
His  matchlefs  valour  for  her  fake  beftow'd,  565 

And  every  courtefy  the  warrior  fhow'd, 

Zerbino 
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Zcrbino  rtow  the  generous  earl  ador'd. 
Who  in  one  day  had  twice  his  life  reftor'd. 

Thus  they:  when  fudden  from  the  neighbouring 
brake 
They  heard,  with  ruftling  found,  the  branches  fhake; 

m 

Each  to  his  naked  head  his  helm  apply*d :  57 1 

Each  feiz'd  the  reins  5  but,  ere  he  could  beftride 

His  foaming  courier,  from  the  woodland  came. 

Before  their  fight,  a  champion  and  a  dame. 

The  knight  was  Mandricardo,  who  purfu'd  575 

Orlando's  track,  till  Doralis  he  viewed : 

He  knew  not  yet  the  fable  chief,  whofe  might   ^ 

Had  raisM  his  envy,  was  Anglante's  knight ; 

Him  (while  befide  unmark'd  Zerbino  ftood) 

From  head  to  foot  he  now  attentive  viewed,  5  80 

And,  finding  every  fign  defcrib'd  agree, 

Lo !  thou  the  man  (he  cry'd)  I  wifli'd  to  fee. 

Ten  days  my  anxious  fearch,  from  plain  to  plain. 

Has  trac'd  thy  courfe,  but  trac'd  till  now  in  vain : 

So  have  thy  deeds,  in  all  our  camp^confeft,  58^ 

With  emulation  fir'd  my  fwelling  breaft. 

For  hundreds  fent  by  thee  to  Pluto's  ftrand. 

Where  fcarcely  one  efcap'd  thy  dreadfiil  hand. 
From  Tremizen  and  Norway's  valt^t  band. 

Fua 
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I 

Full  well  informed,  I  know  thy  fable  drefs  j  590 

Thy  veft  and  annoiir  him  I  feek  confefs* 
And  fure  thy  looks  and  bold  demeanotir  tell 
That  thou  art  he  in  battle  prov'd  (o  well 

Thee  too  no  Icfs  (Orlando  thus  reply'd) 
All  muft  pronounce  a  knight  of  valour  try*d ;       55  j 
For  thoughts  fo  noble  never  ftall  we  find 
The  tenants  of  a  bafe  degenerate  mind.    . 
If  me  thou  com'ft  to  view — indulge  thy  will — 
Unloofe  my  helmet,  and  behold  thy  fill — 
But  having  viewed  me  weU,  proceed  to  prove       600 
(What  moft  thy  generous  envy  feems  to  move) 
How  much  in  arms  my  prowefs  may  compare 
With  that  demeanour  thou  haft  held  fp  fair. 

'Tis  there  I  fix  my  wifli  (the  Pag^n  cry'd)  $ 
My  firft  demand  is  folly  fatisfy'd*  6dj 

Meanwhile  the  earl  from  head  to  foot  explored 

The  Tartar  round,  but  viewed  nor  ax  nor  fword^ 

Then  a(k*d  what  weapon  muft  the  fight  maintain^ 

Should  his  firft  onfet  with  the  lance  be  vain. 

Heed  not  my  Want  (he  faid) — this  fingle  Ipcar     61^ 

Has  often  taught  my  braveft  foes  to  fear. 

A  folemn  oath  I  took,  no  fword  to  wear, 

Till  Durindana  from  the  earl  I  t)ear. 

Yet 


J 


BookXJ*  ORLANDO-.  4+7 

Yet  more^-my  boibm  glows  with  fierce  defire 
To  avenge  the  death  of  Agrican ,  my  fire, '  <  1 5 

Whom  bafe  Orlando  flew  in  treacherous  ftrife. 
Nor  could  he  elfc  have  reach'd  his  noble  life. 

The  earl,  no  longer  filent,  ftern  replies : 
Thou  ly'ft,  and  each  that  dares  afiirm  it,  lies. 
Chance  gives  thee  what  thou  fcek'ft— Orlando  view 
In  tne,  who  Agrican  with  honour  flew.  621 

Behold  the  fword  thou  long  haft  wifti'd  to  gain. 
And,  if  thou  feck'ft,  with  glory  mayil  obtain. 

He  faid  $  and  inftant  from  his  fide  unbrac'd. 
And  Durindana  on  a  fapling  plac'd.  625 

Already  each  on  each  impels  his  fteed. 
And  gives  the  reins  at  freedom  to  his  fpced : 
Already  each  direds  his  fpear  aright. 
Where  the  clos'd  helmet  but  admits  the  light. 
The  afh  feems  brittle  ice,  and  to  the  flcy  630 

Widi  fudden  crafli  a  thoufand  Iplinters  fly. 
The  ftaves  break  ftiort— yet  neither  knight  would  yield 
One  foot,  one  inch — ^then  wheeling  round  the  field. 
Again  they  meet,  and  with  the  vant-plate  rear. 
Firm  in  e^ch  gra^,  the  truncheon  of  the  Ipear      635 
That  yet  remained — thcic  chiefs  that  once  engag'd 
With  fword  or  lance,  lik^  ruftics  now  enrag'd, 

Whofc 
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(Whofe  blows  difpute  the  ftream  or  meadow's  right,) 

With  Ihatter'd  ftaves  purfu'd  a  cruel  fight* 

Four  times  they  ftruck,  the  fourth  the  truncheon  broke 

Clofe  to  the  wrift,  nor  bore  another  ftroke :  641 

While  either  knight,  as  mutual  fiiry  reign'd. 

Alone  with  gaundet  arm'd  the  ilrife  maintained : 

Where'er  they  grapple,  fteely  plate  and  fcale 

They  rend  afunder,  and  disjoint  the  mail :  645 

Each  nerve  exerting,  with  Orlando  clos'd 

The  Pagan  warrior,  breaft  to  breaft  oppos'd. 

In  hope  with  him  the  like  fuccefs  to  prove. 

As  with  Antasus  once  the  fon  of  Jove. 

With  both  his  arms  he  grafps  the  mighty  foe,        65 q^ 

Tugs  with  full  force,  and  draws  him  to  and  fro : 

He  foams,  he  raves — he  fcarcely  can  contain 

His  rifmg  rage,  nor  heeds  his  courier's  rem. 

Collefted  in  himfelf^  Orlando  tries 

Whate'er  advantage  ftrength  or  fkill  fupplies.       655 

His  hand  he  to  the  Pagan's  deed  extends. 

And  from  his  head  by  chance  the  bridle  rends. 

The  Saracen  with  every  art  eflays. 

In  vain,  his  rival  from  the  feat  to  raife  j 

Till,  yielding  to  the  Pagan's  furious  force,  660 

The  girth  breaks  fhort,  and  fudden  from  his.  horfe 

Orlando 


BdoK  m.  CMt  L  A  N  D  O.  449 

Orlando  falls  to  eardi ;  but  ftill  his  feet 
The  ftimips  keep^  and  ftill^  as  in  the  feat^ 
His  diighs  are  ftrain'di  while^  with  a  clanking  fbtindi 
His  armour  rattled  as  he  touched  the  ground.       665 
The  adverfe  courfer,  from  the  bridle  freed, 
Acrofs  the  champaign  bends  with  rapid  Q)eed 
Hb  devious  way  t  when  thus  the  £ur  *  efpy'd 
Her  lover  borne  from  her  unguarded  fide ; 
Without  his  preience  fearful  to  remaini  670 

His  flight  to  tnfie^  ihe  turns  her  palfii^'s  rein. 

The  haughty  Pagan>  as  his  courier  flies. 
Now  fbothes,  now  ihikes,  and  now  with  angry  cries 
He  threats  the  beafl,  as  if  with  fenle  indued. 
That,  nrun^efs  of  his  lord,  his  way  purfu'd.  (75 

Three  miles  he  bore^  and  fBll  had  borne  the  knight. 
But  that  a  croifing  ditch  oppos'd  their  flight : 
There  fell  both  man  and  horfe ;  the  Pagan  ftruck 
Againll  the  ground,  but  from  the  dangerous  fhock 
Efcap'd  unhurt.*-To  whom  the  damfel  cry'd,      6Z0 
Lb !  from  my  palfrey  be  your  need  fupply 'd  j 
Bridled  or  loofe,  mine,  patient  of  command, 
Obeys  the  voicci  and  anfwers  to  the  hand. 

*  DORA&IS. 

Yot.  I..  Gg  The 
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The  Pagan  deem'd  it  ill  a  knight  became  } 

To  accept  the  proffer  of  the  courteous  dame;       685 
But  Fortune,  wont  her  kindly  aid  to  give. 
Found  better  means  that  might  his  wants  relieve. 
And  foul  Gabrina  to  the  place  convey'd. 
Who,  fince  her  guile  Zerbino  had  betrayed, 
Shunn'd  every  ftranger,  like  the  wolf  that  flies       690 
^he  hunters*  voice,  and  dogs'  purfuing  cries. 
This  beldame  now  the  youthful  velbnents  wore. 
Which  Pinabello's  dame  had  worn  befere. 
King  Stordilano's  daughter,  and  her  knight. 
Beheld  widi  laughter  fuch  an  uncouth  fight:  695 

From  her,  his  courfer-s  bridle  to  fupply. 
He  takes  die  reins ;  then,  with  a  fhouting  ciy> 
Her  palfrey  drives,  that  to  the  fbreft  bears 
The  trembling  crone  expiring  with  her  fears. 
Through  rou^  or  even  paths,  o*er  hills  and  dales,  700 
By  hanging  cliffs,  deep  ftreams,  or  gloomy  vales. 

Orlando  ftay'd,  in  hopes,  ere  long,  to  view 

His  foe  return,  the  combat  to  rene%v ; 

At  length  refolv'd  the  Tartar  to  purfue. 

Yet,  ere  he  Went,  as  one  whofe  deeds  exprefs^d      705 

The  fbft  eSufions  of  a  courteous  breaft^ 

With 
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With  gentle  ipecch,  fair  fmiles,  and  open  look. 
He  friendly  leave  of  both  the  lovers  took. 

Zerbino  mourn'd  to  quit  the  generous  chief; 
And  Ifabella  wept  with  tender  grief:  7 IQ 

The  noble  carl  their  earneft  fuit  refus'd 
To  fhare  his  fortune,  and  to  each  excused 
What  honour  muft  deny ;  for  greater  fhame. 
He  urg'd,  could  never  (lain  a  warrior's  name. 
Than,  in  the  day  of  glorious  ftrife,  to  make  715 

A  friend  his  danger  and  his  toils  partake. 

This  faid :  as  each  his  feparate  fortune  guides,  . 
Zerbino  here,  and  there  Orlando  rides : 

•    •    •  • 

But  ere  the  valiant  earl  the  place  forfook. 

His  trufty  falchion  from  the  tree  he  took.  72© 

The  winding  courfe  the  Pagan's  fteed  purfu'd 
Through  the  thick  covert  of  th'  entangled  wood, 
Perplex'd  Orlando,  who,  with  fruidefs  pain,     . 
Two  days  had  followed,  nor  his  fight  could  gain  \ 
TRen  reach'd  a  ftream  that  through  a  meadow  led, 
Whofe  vivid  turf  an  emerald  cai-pet  Ipread,  726 

Spangled  with  flowers  of  many  a  dazzling  hue. 
Where  numerous  trees  in  beauteous  order  grew, 
Whofe  Ihadowy  branches  gave  a  kind  retreat 
To  flocks,  and  naked  fwains,  from  mid-day  heat.  730 

Gga  With 
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"With  ponderous  cuirafs,  Ihield,  and  helm  oppreft, 
Orlando  foon  the  welcome  gales  confefs'd  -, 
And  cnterir^  here  to  feek  a  fliort  repofe, 
Ia  evil  chance  a  dreadful  feat  he  chofc. 

There,  cafting  round  a  cafual  glance,  he  view'd  735 
Full  many  a  tree,  that  trembled  o'er  the  flood, 
Infcrib'd  with  words,  in  which,  as  near  he  drew. 
The  hand  of  his  Angelica  he  knew. 

This  place  was  one,  of  many  a  mead  and  bower. 
For  which  Medoro,  at  the  fultry  hour,  74a 

Oft  kft  Ae  (hepherd's  cot,  by  love  infpir'd. 
And  with  Cathay's  unrivall'd  queen  retired. 
Angelica  and  her  Medoro,  twin'd 
In  amorous  pofies  on  the  fylvan  rind. 
He  fees ;  while  every  letter  proves  a  dart,  745 

Which  love  infixes  in  his  bleeding  heart. 
Fain  would  he,  by  a  thoufand  ways,  deceive 
His  cruel  thoughts — fain  would  he  not  believe 
What  fight  confirms— then  hopes  fome  othej*  fair 
The  name  of  his  Angelica  may  bear.  750 

But  ah !  (he  cry'd)  too  furely  can  I  tell 
Thofc  charafters  oft  feen  and  known  fo  well— • 
Yet  (hould  this  fiftion  but  conceal  her  love, 
Medoro  then  may  bleft  Orlando  prove. 

Thus, 
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Thus,  lelf-decciv'd,  forlorn  Orlando  ftrays    ^     755 
JStiU  far  from  truth^  (till  wanders  in  the  maze 
Of  doubts  and  fears^  while  in  his  breaft  he  tries 
To  feed  that  hope  his  better  fenfe  denies. 
So  the  poor  bird,  that  from  his  fields  of  air 
Lights  in  the  fraudful  gin  or  vifcous  fnare,  760 

The  more  he  flutters,  and  the  fubtle  wiles 
Attempts  to  'fcape,  the  fafter  makes  the  toils. 

Now  came  Orlando  where  the  pendent  hillj, 
Curved  in  an  arch,  o'erhung  the  limpid  rill: 
Around  the  cavern's  mouth  were  feen  to  twine      765. 
The  creeping  ivy  and  the  curling  vine. 
Oft  here  the  happy  pair  were  wont  to  wafte 
The  noontide  heats,  embracing  and  embraced  i 
And  chiefly  here,  infcrib'd  or  carv'd,  their  names 
Innumcrous  wimcfs'd  to  their  growing  flames.       77a 
Alighting  here,  the  warrior  pcnfive  ftood. 
And  at  the  grotto's  ruftic  entrance  view'd 
Words  by  the  hand  of  young  Medoro  trac'd. 
Such  as,  when  late  with  beauty's  favour  grac'd. 
For  blifs  conferr'd  his  grateful  thanks  ?xprefs'd,     775 
And  thus  in  tuneful  verfe  his  paflion  drefs'd. 

Hail!  lovely  plants^  clear  dreams,  and  meadows 
green  I 
And  thou,  dear  cave,  whofe  cool  fequefter*d  fcene 

Ggj  Na 
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No  fun  molefts !  Where  fhe,  of  royal  ftrain, 
Angelica,  by  numbers  woo*d  in  vain,  780. 

Daughter  of  Galaphron,  with  heavenly  charms. 
Was  oft  enfolded  vfi  thefe  happy  arms  ! 
O  !  let  me,  poor  Medoro,  thus  repay 
Such  namelefs  rapturef ;  thus  with  every  lay 
Of  grateful  praife  the  tender  bolbm  move,  785 

Lords,  knights,  and  dames,  that  know  the  fwects  of 

love ;     / 
Each  traveller,  or  hind  of  low  degree. 
Whom  choice  or  fortune  leads  this  place  to  fee ; 
Till  all  fliall  cry — Thouiun,  thou  moon,  attend ! 
This  fountain,  grotto,  mead,  and  fhade  defend  !     790 
Guard  them,  ye  choir  of  nymphs !  nor  let  the  fwain 
With  flocks  or  herds  the  facred  haunts  profane  ! 

Three  times  he  reads,  as  oft  he  reads  again 
The  cruel  lines ;  as  oft  he  ftrives,  in  vain. 
To  give  each  fenfe  the  lie,  and  fondly  tries  795 

To  difbelieve  the  witnefs  of  his  eyes  j 
While  at  each  word  he  feels  the  jealous  fmart. 
And  fudden  coldnefs  freezing  at  his  heart. 
Fix'd  on  the  ftone,  in  ftifFening  gaze,  that  prov'd 
His  fecrec  pangs,  he  ftood  with  looks  unmov'd,     800 
A  breathing  ftatue  !  while  the  godlike  light 
Of  reafon  nearly  feem'd  eclips'd  in  night ; 

Confide 
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Confide  in  him,  who  by  experience  knows. 

This  is  the  woe  flirpafling  other  woes ! 

From  his  fad  brow  the  wonted  cheer  is  fled,  S05 

Low  on  his  breaft  declines  his  drooping  head;  ' 

Nor  can  he  find  (while  grief  each  fenfe  overbears) 

Voice  for  his  plaints,  or  moifture  for  his  tears : 

Impatient  forrow  fceks  its  way  to  force. 

But  with  too  eager  hade  retards  the  courfe.  810 

As  when  a  fuU-brimm'd  vafe,  with  ample  waift 

And  flender  entrance  form'd,  is  downward  plac'd. 

And  ftands  reversed,  the  ruftiing  waters  pent. 

All  crowd  at  once  to  iflue  at  the  vent ; 

The  harrow  vent  the  ftruggling  tide  reftrains,         815 

And  fcarcejy  drop  by  drop  the  bubbling  liquor  drains. 

When  fetting  Phoebus  to  his  fifter's  reign 
Refign'd  the  fkies,  Orlando  mounts  again 
His  Brigliadoro's  back,  and  foon  efpies 
The  curling  fmoke  from  neighbouring  hamlets  rife : 
The  herds  are  heard  to  low,  the  do^s  to  bayj        821 
And  to  the  village  now  his  lonely  way 
Orlando  takes  i  there  pale  and  languid  leaves 
His  :Brigiiiadoro,  where  a  youth  receives 
The  generous  courfer;  while,  with  ready  hafte,     825 
One  froin  the  champion  has  his  mail  unbrac'd; 

G  g  4  One 
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One  takes  his  fpurs  of  ^old }  auid  one  fiom  nift 
His  armour  fcours^  and  ckanfes  from  the  duft. 

Lo !  this  die  cot>  where  feebk  with  his  wound 
Medoro  lay,  where  wondrous  chance  he  found.      830 

No  nourifhment  the  warrior  here  defirM;  . 
On  grief  he  fed>  nor  odier  food  required. 
He  foi^ht  to  reftj  but  ah!  the  nK}re  he  fought. 
New  pangs  were  added  to  his  troubled  thou^t : 
Where'er  he  turned  his  fight,  he  ftiU  defcry'd        835 
The  hated  words  infcrib'd  on  every  fide: 
He  would  have  Ipoke^  but  held  his  peace  ja  fear 
To  know  the  trudi  he  dreaded  moft  to  hear. 

•The  gentle  fwain,  who  mark'd  his  iecret  griei^ 
Widy  cheerful  Ipeech  to  give  Ins  painU  relif^         840 
Told  all  th*  adventure  that  the  pair  bcfcl. 
Which  oft  before  his  tongue  was  wont  to  tell 
To  every  gucft  that  gave  a  willing  ear  j 
For  many  a  guefl:  was  pleas'd  the  tale  to  hear. 
He  told^  bow  to  his  cot  the  virgin  brought  845 

Medoro  wounded  \  how  his  cure  Ihe  wrought. 
While  in  her  bofom  Love's  impoifbn'd  dart 
With  deeper  wound  transfk'd  her  bleeding  heart ; 
Hcnce^  mindlefs  of  her  birth,  a  princefc  bred. 
Rich  India's  heir,  ftie  deign'd,  by  paffion  led, 
A  (riendlcfs  youth  of  low  eftate  to  wed. 

In 


Book  XI.  ORLANDO.  457 

In  witnefs  of  his  tale^  the  peafant  fhow'd 

The  bracelet  by  Angelica  beftow'd^ 

Pepartbg  thenccj^  her  token  of  regard 

His  hofpitable  welcome  to  reward.  S55 

This  fatal  proof,  his  well-known  prefent,  left 
Of  every  gleam  of  hope,  his  foul  bereft  t 
Love,  that  had  tortur'd  long  his  wretched  thraD, 
With  this  concluding  ftroke  determined  all. 

At  length,  from  every  view  retired  apart,  tSo 

He  gives  full  vent  to  lus  o'erhbour'd  heart> 
Now  fi-om  his  eyes  the  fixeaming  ihower  released. 
Stains  his  pale  cheek,  and  wanders  down  his  hreafli 
Peeply  he  groans,  and,  ftaggering  with  his  woes. 
On  the  lone  bed  his  lifUefs  body  throws i  865 

But  refts  no  more  than  if  ip  wilds  forlorn, 
Stretch'd  on  the  naked  rock  or  pointed  thorn. 
While  thus  he  lay,  he  fudden  call'd  to  mind. 
That  on  the  couch,  where  then  his  limbs  reclin'd. 
His  faithlefs  miitrefs  and  her  ipoufe  repos'd,         8^d 
And  ofc  their  eyes  in  balmy  (lumber  clos'd. 
Stung  with  the  thought,  the  hated  down  he  flies: 
Not  fwifter  from  the  turf  is  fcen  to  rife 
The  fwain,  who,  courting  grateful  flecp,  perceives 
A  ferpent  darting  through  jhe  rufUing  leaves.        375 

Each 
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Each  otgeft  now  is  loathlbme  to  his  fight  j 

The  bed— the  cot— the  -fwain — ^he  heeds  no  light 

To  guide  his  fteps,  not  Dian's  filver  ray. 

Nor  cheerfol  dawn,  the  harbinger  of  day. 

He  takes  his  armour,  and  his  fteed  he  takes,  88p 

And  throu^  furrounding  gloom  impatient  makes 

His  darkling  way,  there  vents  his  woes  alone. 

In  many  a  dreadful  plaiitt  and  dreary  gix>an. 

*  Unceafing  ftill  he  weepi^  unceafing  mourns  -, 

Alike  to  him  the  night,  the  day,  returns ;  885 

Cities  and  towns  he  ftiuns  5  in  woods  he  lies, 

Hi{  bed  the  earth,  his  canopy  the  Jlkies. 

He  wonders  oft  what  fountain  can  fupply 

iHis  floods  of  grief  J  how  Ggh  fucceeds  to  figh. 

Thefe  are  not  tears  (he  Cry'd)  that  c^afelefs  flow;  890 

Far  other  figns  are  thefe  that  fpeak  my  woe. 

Before  the  fire  my  vital  moifttrre  flies. 

And  now,  ejdialing,  iflTues  at  my  eyes  : 

Lo  t  thus  it  flreams,  and  thus  Ihall  ever  Ipend, 

Till  with  its  courfe  my  life  and  fbrrows  end.  895 

Thefe  are  not  fighs  that  thus  my  torments  Ihow  -, 

Sighs  have  a  paufe,  but  thefe  no  refpitc  know. 

I  />ve  bums  my  heart !  thefe  are  the  gales  he  makes. 

As  round  the  flame  his  fanning  wing^ht  fhakes. 

-,  How 
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How  canft  thou,  ^7ondrous  Love !  furround  with  fire. 

Yet,  unconfum'd,  preferve  my  heart  entire  ?  901: 

I  am  not  he,  the  man  my  looks  proclaim. 

The  man  that  lately  bore  Orlando's  name ; 

He,  by  his  fair  one's  cruel  falfchood,  dies ; 

And  now,  interred,  her  haplefs  viftim  lies.  jof 

r  am  his  Ipirit  freed  from  mortal  chains, 

Ddom'd  in  this  hell  to  rove  with  endlefs  pains  ^ 

A  wretched  warning  here  on  earth  to  prove 

For  all  henceforth  who  put  their  truft  in  love. 

Through  the  ftill  night,  the  earl  from  fhade  to  fliade 
Thus  lonely  rov'd,  and  when  the  day  dilplay'd      911 
Its  twilight  gleam,  chance  to  the  fountain  led 
His  wandering  courfe,  where  firft  his  fate  he  read 
In  fond  Medoro's  ftrains^— the  fight  jiwakes 
His  torpid  fenfe,  each  patient  thought  forfakes       915 
His  maddening  breaft,  that  rage  and  hatred  breathes. 
And  from  his  fide  he  fwift  the  fword  unfheaths. 
He  hews  the  rock,  he  makes  the  letters  fly ; 

» 

The  fhatter'd  fragments  mount  into  the  Iky : 
Haplefs  the  cave  whofe  ftonesj  the  trees  whofe  rind  920 
Bear  with  Angelica  Medoro  joined  y 
From  that  Curs'd  day  no  longer  to  receive. 
And  flocks  or  fwains  with  cooling  ftiade  relieve ; 

White 
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» 

While  that  fair  fountain,  late  16  filvery  pure, 

Renaain'd  as  little  from  his  rage  iecure :  ^25 

Together  boughs  and  earthen  clods  he  drew^ 

CragSj  ftones,  and  trunks,  and  in  the  waters  threw ; 

Deep  in  its  bed,  with  ooze  and  mud  he  pii*d 

The  murmuring  current,  and  its  ipring  defil'd. 

His  limbs  now  moiilen'd  with  a  briny  tide,  930 

When  ftrength  no  more  his  fenfelefs  wrath  fupplyy^ 

Low  on  the  turf  he  funk,  unnerv'd  and  fpent, 

All  modonlefs,  his  looks  on  heaven  intent, 

Stretch'd  without  food  or  flceps  while  thrice  the  fun 

Had  fby'd,  and  thrice  his  daily  courfe  had  run.      9 J5 

The  fourth  dire  morn,  with  frandc  rage  polleft. 

He  rends  the  artpour  (com  his  back  and  breaft ; 

Here  lies  the  helmet,  there  the  boffy  Ihield> 

Cuiflies  and  cuirafs  further  fpread  the  field ; 

And  all  his  odier  arms,  at  random  ftrow'd,  940 

In  divers  parts  he  fcatters  through  the  wood ; 

Then  from  his  body  ftrips  the  covering  veft. 

And  bares  his  linewy  limbs  and  hairy  cheft  ^ 

And  now  begins  fuch  feats  of  boundlefs  rage^ 

As  far  and  near  th'  afbonifh'd  world  ei^age,  945 

His  fword  he  lefti  elfe  had  his  dreadful  hand 
With  blood  and  horror  fill'd  each  wafted  land ; 

But 
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But  little  pdle^^ax,  iword,  or  mace  he'iieeds 

To  aflift  his  ftrcngth,  that  every  ftrcngth  exceeds. 

Firft  his  hujge  gralp  a  lofty  pine  tip-^tcars  g^o 

fiheer  by  the  roots;  the  like  another  fares 

Of  equal  growth  j  as  eafy  round  him  ftroVd, 

As  lowly  weeds,  or  Ihrubs,  or'  dwarfifh  wood« 

Vaft  oaks  and  elms  before  his-fury  fall ; 

I'he  (lately  fir,  tough  afli,  and  cedar  tall.  ^^^ 

As  when  a  fowler  for  the  field  prepares 

»         •,    •  •  •    , 

fi[is  fylvan  warfare ;  erd  he  fpreads  his  fnares. 

From  ftubble,  reeds,  and  furze,  th'  obftrufted  land 

Around  he  clears :  no  lefs  Orlando'^  hand 

Levels  the  trees  that  long  had  tower'd  above,     *  960 

For  rolling  years  the  glory  of  the  grove ! 

The  rufticfwains  that  'mid  the  woodland  Ihadc 

Heard  the  loud  cralh,  forfook  their  flocks  that  ftray'd 

Without  a  Ihepherd,  while  their  mafters  flew 

To  fearn  the  tumult  and  the  wonder  view.  965 

As  nearer  now  the  madman  they  beheld, 

Whbfe  feats  of  flrength  all  human  ftrength  excell'd, 

They  turn*d  to  fly ;  but  knew  not  where  nor  whence. 

Such  fudden  fears  diftrafted  every  fenie. 

Swift  he  purfii'd,  and  one  who  vainly  fled,  970 

He  feiz'd,  and  from  the  Ihoulders  rent  the  head ; 

X  Eafy, 
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Eafy,  as  fronr^  die  ftalk  or  tender,  fhoot, 

A  peafant  crops  the  ftbwer  or  plucks  the  fruit. 

Now  might  ye  hear  in  every  village  rife 
Tumultuous  clamours,  blending  human  cries        975 
With  ruftit  horns  and  pipes,  while  echo^  round 
The  pealing  beUs  froiB  neighbouring  fteeples  found. 
All  feize  fuch  weapoias  as  the  time  provides. 
Bows,  flings,  and  ftaves;  and  down  the  mountain'* 

* 
—   I 

fides 
A  thoufand  rufh  i  while  from  the  dells  btlow        98# 
As  many  fwarm  againft  a  naked  foe. 
Ten  wretches  firft,  then  other  ten  he  flew. 
That  near  his  hand  in  wild  diforder  drew. 
None  from  his  fated  flcin  could  lance  the  blood ; 
His  fldn  unhurt  the  ftiarpeft  edge  withftood.  985^^ 

The  crowdj  that  faw  each  weapon  aim'd  in  yain. 
With  backward  fteps  retreated  from  the  plain ; 
Then  through  the  country  rpund,  with  rapid  pace. 
To  man  or  beaft  alike  he  gave  the  chace ; 
Through  the  deep  covert  of  the  tangled  wood,      99^ 
The  nimble  goat  or  fleeter  deer  purfu'd ; 
Oft  on  the  bear  or  tuflcy  boar  he  flew. 
And  with  his  fmgle  arm  in  combat  flew, 

XND    OF    THE    ELEVENTH    BOOK.  . 
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Thb      argument. 

ZsRBXMO  and  liabella  are  met  by  Almonio  and  Corebo,  who 
bring  Odorico  prifoner.    Arrival  of  Gabrina,  and  the  fen* 
fence  paiTed  on  thefe  two  by  Zerbino.    Zerbino  fights  with 
Mandricardo  in  defence  of  Orlando's  fword :  ifliie  of  the 
combat.    Meeting  of  Mandricardo  and  Rodomont :  their 
battle;  they  are  parted,  and  agree  to  go  to  the  affiftance  of 
Agramant*  Rogero,  after  having  caft  his  fhield  into  the  well, 
arrives  at  the  caftle  of  Agrifmont,  where  he  meets  RIchar«<- 
dettOi  and  is  entertained  by  Aldiger  of  the  houfe  of  Clar- 
mont    Rogerp's  letter  to  Bradamant  in  excufe  for  his  ab- 
ftnce*    Rogero,  Richardetto  and  Aldiger  fet  out  next  day 
to  relcue  Malagigi  and  Vivian  from  the  hands  of  Pagans. 
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ORLANDO  gone,  awhile  Zerbino  ftood. 
Then  took  the  path  the  Paladin  purfu'd  5 
Scarce  paft  a  mile,  flow  riding,  when  he  ipy'd 
A  recreant  knight,  with  hands  behind  him  ty'd, 
Plac'd  on  a  humble  fteed,  and  for  his  guard,  5 

On  either  fide  a  knight  in  arms  prepared. 
Full  /oon  Zerbino,  as  he  nearer  drew, 
"full  fpon  the  lovely  Ifabella  knew 
Falfe  Odorico,  trufted  late  to  keep 
Her  virgin  charms,  like  wolves  to  watch  the  (heep.  to 

The  two,  who  thither  brought  the  faithlefs  knight. 
On  Ifabella  caft  their  wondering  fight, 
As  one  they  oft  had  feen  5  with  her  they  guefs'd 
Their  deareft  lord,  the  partner  of  her  breaft. 

Vol.  I.  H  h  Companion 
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Companiorl  rode  j  for  well  his  blazon'd  fhield  1 5 

The  colours  of  his  noble  line  reveard. 
Approaching  near,  they  fa^y  with  riaptur'd  eyes 
His  well-known  face  confirm  their  firft  furmife* 
Swift  from  their  fields  they  leapt,  with  eager  pace. 
And  open  arms,  impatient  to  embrace     ^  20 

Zerbino's  knees :  bareheaded  now  they  ftood 
Before  his  light,  and  lowly  reverent  bow'd.  , 

Zerbino  fix'd  on  each  his  earneft  view. 
And  foon  Corebo  and  Almonio  knew ; 
Thofe  well-try'd  friends,  to  whom  he  gave  the  care  x^ 
With  Odorico  to  protoS  the  fair. 

Almonio  then— Since  Heaven  has  pleas'd  once  more 
To  thee  thy  Ifabella  to  reftore. 
Why  fhould  I  now,  my  much-lov'd  lord,  relate 
What  well  thou  know*ft—  why  in  this  captive  ftate    jo 
Yon  caitiff  rides — for  fhe,  the  fair  betray'd. 
Has  long  ere  this  his  treacherous  guilt  diiplay 'd  -, 
Has  told,  how  by  his  bafe  and  guileful  art 
Deceived,  the  wretch  induced  me  to  depart ; 
How  brave  Corebo  to  defend  her  ftood,  35 

And,  deeply  wounded,  fhed  his  generous  blood. 

Attend  the  fequel — From  the  town  in  hafle. 
With  fteeds  and  menials,  to  the  ftrand  I  paf»*d ; 

stin 
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Still  cafting  round  my  eager  eyes,  to  find 
T4ie  friends  and  virgin  whom  I  left  behind,  40 

Foremoft  I  fpurr'd,  and  traversed  all  the  fhore, 
Search'd  every  part  their  feet  had  trod  before  ; 
In  vain — no  fign  appear'd  on  either  hand. 
But  fome  new  marks  of  footfteps  on  the  fand. 
I  followed  thefe,  and  thefe  my  courfe  convey'd         45 
Beneath  the  covert  of  the  woodland  fhade : 
Led  by  the  found  of  arms,  at  length  I  found 
Unbleft  Corebo  bleeding  on  the  ground 
Where  is  our  virgin-charge  I  left  fo  late  ? 
Where  Odorico  ?  fay,  what  adverfe  fate  50 

Has  here  reduc'd  thee  to  this  wretched  ftate  ? 
Thus  I — and  now,  the  fatal  truth  reveal'd, 
I  fought  th*  apoftate  wretch ;  the  wretch"  conceal'd 
Deceived  my  fearch,  and  all  the  day  beguil'd. 
Through  wood  and  brake  I  wander'd  in  the  wild;  55 
At  length  returned  to  where  a  crimfon  tide 
Prom  pale  Corebo*s  wounds  the  herbage  dy'd. 
Then  from  the  woodland  to  the  town  I  bore 
The  fainting  youth,  his  vigour  to  reftore. 
Corebo  cur'd,  he  took  his  arms  and  horfe ;  60 

To  find  the  wretch  we  bent  our  eager  courfe  : 
Him  in  Alphonfo's  regal  court  I  met. 
And,  dar'  d  in  open  lift,  againft  him  fet 

H  h  2  My 
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My  trufly  lance  :  the  king  allow'd  the  fight 

With  every  legal  farm  to  prove  the  right.  6^ 

My  caufe  prevaird ; — to  me  the  monarch  gave 

His  forfeit  life,  to  punifti  or  to  fave. 

Nor  would  I  free,  nor  take  his  guilty  head. 

But  thus  to  thee  in  captive  chains  haye  led. 

That  thy  decree  might  doom  him  to  be  flain,  70 

Or  kept  alive,  referv'd  for  further  pain. 

All  thanks  to  Heaven !  that  thus,  when  leaft  I  thought 

To  fee  my  prince,  my  happy  fteps  has  brought : 

Nor  lefs  my  thanks,  that  thus  I  fee  reftor'd 

Thy  Ifabella  to  her  plighted  lord.  75 

Zerbino  filent.  While  Almonio  fpoke. 
On  Odorico  fix'd  his  earneft  look ; 
Till>  with  a  deep-drawn  figh,  he  rais'd  his  head. 
And  thus,  benignant,  to  the  prifoner  faid : 
Declare,  unhappy,  nor  the  truth  fupprefej  86 

Andi  if  we  right  have  heard,  thy  guilt  confels. 
At  this  the  faithlefs  friend,  low-bending,  prefs'd 
His  knee  to  earth,  and  thus  his  lord  addrefs'd. 

To  err  is  ftill  the  lot  of  man  below  : 
But  hence  the  good  from  wicked  minds  we  know  585 
The  laft,  by  nature  prone  to  every  fault. 
At  once  give  way  tg  evil's  firft  aflault. 

The 


I 

I 


Book  XII.  ORLANDO.  469 

The  good  for  brave  defence  their  weapons  wield. 

But,  if  the  foe  be  ftrong,  no  lefs  they  yield. 

Hadft  thoii,  O  prince !  confign'd  to  my  command  ^o 

Some  frontier  poft,  and  had  my  daftard  hand 

Without  refiftance  giveij  the  hoftile  powers 

To  plant  their  ftandard  on  thy  conquered  towers ; 

Then  might  the  fbuleft  curfe  purfue  my  name. 

The  traitor's  danger,  and  the  coward's  fliame :        95 

But,  if  compeird  to  yield,  not  blame  would  meet. 

But  praife  itfelf  might  follow  fuch  defeat, 

'Twas  mine  to  guard  my  faith  from  mental  foes. 

Like  fome  ftrong  fort  which  numerous  troops  enclofe. 

With  all  the  force  fupply'd  me  from  above  100 

By  Heaven's  fupreme  decree,  full  long  I  ftrove 

To  guard  the  fbrtrefs,  till  my  vigour  fail'd. 

And  the  ftrong  foe  with  ftrongcr  arms  prevailed. 

He  ceas'd :  Zerbino  ftood  in  deep  fufpcnfe. 
Or  to  forgive,  or  punifli  fuch  offence.  loj 

Thoughts  of  the  heavy  crime  now  feem'd  to  wake 
His  fleeping  wrath,  the  traitor's  life  to  take : 
Now  dear  remembrance  of  their  friendlhip  paft. 
Which,  till  that  fatal  chance,  fo  firm  could  laft. 
With  pity's  ftream  refentment's  flame  fupprefs'd,  no 
And  nourilh'd  mercy  in  his  generous  breaft. 

Hh3  While 
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While  unrefolv'd  Zerbino  ftiU  remains 
To  free  the  offender,  or  to  hold  in  chains ; 
By  death  to  fweep  him  from  his  fight,  or  give 
The  wretch  in  lengthened  fufitrings  yet  to  live ;     115 
Behold  loucf  neighing  comes  th*  affrighted  ftecd. 
Which  Mandricardo  from  his  bridle  freed. 
And  with  him  bears  Gabrina  pale  for  breath, 
Whofe  guile  had  nearly  wrought  Zerbino*s  death. 
Soon  as  Zerbino  thither  bends  his  eyes,  i;jo 

He  lifts  his  hands  in  praifes  to  the  ikies, 
F«r  two  fo  wicked  to  his  power  rcfign'd, 
Whofe  deeds  deferv'd  his.  deepeft  hate  to  find. 

Then,  turning  to  his  friends,  he  cries — I  give 
My  free  confcnt  the  faithlefs  youth  (hall  live :        1 25 
Though  fuch  ofience  may  fcarce  fbrgivenefs  gain, 
At  leaft  it  merits  not  fcvereft  pain. 
Love  has  ere  this  a  firmer  bofom  brought 
To  guilt  more  deep  than  Odorico's  fault. 
Which  now  we  judge— to  him  let  grace  be  Ihown,  1  jo 
The  fuffering  fhould  be  mine,  and  mine  alone ; 
Blind  as  I  was,  (o  vaft  a  truft  to  yield. 
Yet  knew  how  flame  can  catch  the  ftubblc  field  I 
To  Odorico  then — Be  this  thy  doom. 
The  penance  of  thy  deed— thy  tafk  to  con>ej       135 

One 
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One  circling  year  this  woman's  fteps  attend, 
From  all  that  feek  her  life,  her  Kfe  defend  -, 
Her  foes  be  thine — ^and  range,  at  her  command. 
The  realms  of  fpacious  France  from  land  to  land. 

He  faid ;  and  fram'd  a  folemn  oath  to  bind        140 
The  recreant  knight  to  keep  the  terms  enjoin'd  -, 
And  vow'd,  if  e'er  he  broke  the  faith  he  fwore. 
And  fell  again  die  captive  qf  his  power. 
No  longer  prayer  or  mercy  to  regard. 
But  with  his  death  his  perjury  reward.  145 

Then  to  Almonio  and  his  friend  he  made 
A  fign  to  free  their  prifoner ;  thefe  obey'd : 
And  now  the  faithlefs  knight  the  place  forfook. 
And  with  him  thence  that  aged  beldame  took. 
But  foon  the  traitor,  deaf  to  every  call  1 50 

Of  plighted  faith,  to  free  himfelf  from  thrall. 
Around  her  oeck  a  ready  halter  flung. 
And  to  an  elm  the  crone  detefted  hung: 
One  year  he  led  a  life  of  wandering  fliate^ 
Then  from  Almonio  found  Gabrina*s  &te»  155 

Zerbino,  who  the  Paladin  purlues 
With  earneft  fearch,  and  fears  the  track  to  lofc. 
Now  fends  Almonio  to  his  martial  train. 
Anxious  what  caufe  could  thus  their  lord  detain. 

H  h  4  With 
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With  good  Alinonio  is  Corebo  join*d,  160 

And  Ifabella  fole  remains  behind. 

Great  was  the  love  that  Scotland's  prince  profefs'd> 

And  great  in  Ifabella's  tender  breaft, 

For  brave  Orlando  j  great  was  cither's  zeal 

To  learn  what  chance  the  virtuous  earl  befel.         tfij 

At  length  they  came,  where,  *midft  the  lonely  grove. 
The  fair  ingrate  had  carv'd  the  notes  of  love. 
The  fpring  difturb'd ;  the  trees  and  cave  they  viewed  j 
Thofe  lopt  and  rooted,  this  in  fragments  hew*d. 
And  foon  the  knight's  abandoned  arms  they  knew,  I'jo 
The  cuirafs,  fhield,  and  helm  of  fable  hue. 
They  heard  a  courfer  in  the  woods  conceal'd 
Repeated  neigh,  and  now  advanc'd,  beheld 
Where  Brigliadoro  graz'd  the  verdant  plain. 
While  from  his  faddle  hung  the  loofen'd  rein^        175 
They  Durindana  fought,  and  foon  they  found 
The  fword,  unfheath'd,  lie  ufelefs  on  the  ground  ; 
And  faw  the  furcoat,  which,  in  pieces  ftrow'd. 
The  wretched  earl  had  fcatter*d  through  the  wood. 

With  Ifabella  now  Zerbino  gaz'd  180 

In  fad  fufpenfe,  while  every  objcft  rais'd 
A  fecret  fear,  yet  little^  they  divined 
(Howe'er  they  weigh 'd  the  figns  with  anxious  mind) 
Orlando  from  his  better  fenfe  disjoined.- 

•  And 
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And  now  a  ruftic  hind  with  headlong  pace  185 

Approached,  deep  terror  on  his  bloodlefs  face. 

Who  late  in  fafety,  from  a  rock's  tall  height. 

Beheld  the  wretched  madman's  frantic  might. 

He  certain  tidings  to  Zerbino  gives, 

Who,  fiird  with  wonder,  fcarce  the  truth  believes,  19© 

Though  clear  the  proofs — ^the  fhepherd's  tale  he  hears 

With  pitying  heart,  and  leaves  his  feat  in  tears. 

He  lights  to  gather  from  the  woodland  ground 

The  warlike  relics  widely  fcatter'd  round. 

With  him  the  gentle  fair  her  fteed  forfakes,  195 

And  from  the  ground  the  arms  and  veftment  takes ; 

When,  lo  !  appears  a  dame  in  looks  diftreft. 

Sighs  frequent  burfting  from  her  mournful  breaft : 

^Twas  Flordelis,  who  rov'd  with  anxious  pain. 

To  find  her  abfent  lord,  o'er  hill  and  plain  j  aoo 

Who  late'forfook  (at  friendlhip's  facred  call 

To  feek  Orlando)  Paris'  regal  wall : 

All  parts  fhe  fearch'd,  fave  where,  eftrang'd  from  home. 

He  liv'd,  in  old  Atlantes'  magic  dome ; 

Where,  with  Rogero,  Brandimart  detained,  205 

Where,  with  Orlando,  ftern  Ferrau  remained. 

But  when  Aftolpho,  with  his  wondroias  blaft. 

Had  driven  the  fbrcerer  from  his  feats  aghaftj, 

To 
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To  Paris  Brandimart  again  return'd. 

Unknown  to  her,  who  ftili  his  abfence  moum'd.    aix> 

Too  well  Ihe  Brigliadoro  knew,  who  ftray'd 

Without  his  lord,  and,  ah!  with  grief  furvey'd 

Each  cruel  objcft,  while  (he  heard  relate 

The  dreadflil  fequel  of  Orlando's  fate. 

Zerbino  now  the  arms  together  drew,  215 

And  fix'd  them  on  a  pine  in  open  view, 
A  trophy  fair !  and,  left  fome  venturous  knight 
(Native  or  ftranger  born)  on  thefe  Ihould  light. 
The  verdant  rind  this  brief  infcription  bore : 

THESE  ARMS  THE  PALADIN  ORLANDO  WORE.  22^ 

As  if  he  faid — Let  none  thefe  arms  remove. 
But  fuch  as  dare  Orlando's  fury  prove. 

This  pious  talk  performed,  the  prince  with  fpeed 
P/cpar'd  to  part ;  but,  ere  he  rein'd  his  fteed. 
Fierce  Mandricardo  came,  who,  when  he  turned    225 
And  faw  the  trunk  with  thofe  rich  fpoils  adom'd. 
He  aflc*d  from  whence,  and  who  fuch  arms  diipos*d  j 
To  whom  Zerbino,  all  he  knew,  difclos'd. 
The  Pagan  king  o'erjoy'd,  no  longer  ftay'd. 
Approached  the  pine,  then  feiz'd  the  fword,  and  did. 

Let  rafhly  none  prefume  my  deed  to  blame,      23 1 

This  fatal  blade  by  law  of  arms  I  claim ; 

8  I-ong, 
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Long,  long  ere  now  this  gallant  fword  was  won,        ^ 
And  ftill,  where'er  I  find,  I  claim  my  own. 
Orlando,  fearing  to  defend  his  right,  0.2  $ 

Has  feign*d  his  madnefs  but  to  fliun  the  fight : 
Then  wherefore  fliould  I  now  forbeair  to  take 
What  coward  bafenefs  urg'd  him  to  forfake  ? 

Rafh  knight,  refrain — nor  think  (Zerbino  cries) 
Without  dilpute  to  fnatch  the  glorious  prize.         240 
If  fuch  thy  claim  to  HedVor's  arms,  then  know 
*Twas  theft,  not  valour,  did  thofe  arms  beftow. 

No  more  was  faid  j  for  each  with  equal  heat. 
And  equal  courage,  ^rings  his  foe  to  meet. 
Scarce  is  the  fight  begun,  when  echo'd  round        245 
A,' hundred  blows  their  polilh'd  arms  refound. 
Where  Durindana  threatens  fi-om  on  high, 
Zerbino  feems  a  rapid  flame  to  fly 
The  falling  ftroke,  whene'er  to  fliun  the  fleel 
Light  as  a  deer  he  makes  his  courier  wheel.  250 

Behoves  him  now  his  utmoft  flsill  to  employ. 
Since,  from  that  edge,  accxiftom'd  to  defl:roy, 
Oi>e  wound  might  fend  him  to  the  dreary  grove. 
Where  love-lorn  ghofl:s  through  fhades  of  myrtle  rove. 
As  fingled  from  the  herd,  the  nimble  hound  255 

Invades  the  boar,  and  cautious  circling  round, 

Shife 
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Shifts  every  fide,  but  ftill  maintains  the  fields 
By  turns  affaulting,  and  by  turns  repell'd. 
So  brave  Zerbino,  as  the  fword  defcends. 
Or  threats  aloft,  with  warieft  heed  attends.  260 

Thus  he ;  while  fiercely  as  the  Pagan  foe 
Whirls  his  dread  fword,  and  gives  or  fails  the  blow. 
He  feems  a  whirlwind  that  from  heaven  dcfccnds. 
And  'twixt  two  Alpine  hills  the  foreft  rends ; 
Now  bent  to  earth  the  trees  deep  groaning  bears,  26^ 
Now  from  the"  trunks  the  ihatter'd  branches  tears. 
Though  oft  Zerbino  turn'd  afide,  or  fled 
The  trenchant  blade,  at  length  the  Pagan  Iped 
A  downw^d  ftroke,  that  with  full  force  impref^ 
Between  the  fword  and  buckler,  reach'd  his'  breaft.  27a  ' 
Strong  was  the  corflet,  ftrong  the  plated  mail. 
With  texture  firm;  yet  all  could  nought cavail 
Againft  the  blade,  that  thundering  from  above. 
Through  plate  and  mail,  and  fhatter'd  corflet  drove. 
The  fword  fell  fliort,  elfe  had  the  flxoke  defign'd  275 
Cleft  all  the  knight,  yet  reach'd  fo  far  to  find 
The  naked  part,  whence  from  the  fliallow  wound, 
A  fpan  in  length,  the  warm  blood  trickling  round 
Stray'd   o'er   his   fliining   arms,    and  flrain'd   the 
ground. 

So 
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So  have  I  feen  a  filken  floweret  fpread,  280- 

And  dye  the  filver  veft  with  blulbmg  red. 
Wrought  by  her  fnowy  hand  with  matchlefs  art. 
That  hand,  whofe  whitenefs  oft  has  pierc'd  my  heart, 
^h  !  what  avails  the  good  Zerbino  now 
Courage  to  dare,  or  ftrength  to  urge  the  blow,       285 
Though  niafler  of  the  war  ? — Here  virtue  fail'd, 
\yhere  ftronger  arms  and  ftronger  nerve  prevailed. 
Slight  was  the  wound,  though  by  the  crimfon  hue 
Not  flight  it  feem'd,  but,  fliartled  at  the  view. 
Pale  Ifabella*s  heart,  with  fear  oppreft,  290 

All  cold  and  trembling,  funk  within  her  bread. 
Zerbino,'  fir'd  with  generous  third  of  fame. 
With  deep  refentment  ftung,  and  confcious  ihame, 
Rais'd  both  his  hands,  and  with  redoubled  might 
Struck  on  the  helmet  of  the  Tartar  knight.  295 

The  fliaggering  Saracen  the  weight  confefs'd. 
And  to  the  faddle  bow'd  his  haughty  crefl: : 
Th'  enchanted  cafque  made  every  weapon  vain, 
Elfe  that  dire  fl:roke  had  cleft  him  to  the  brain. 
Impatient  for  revenge^  the  Pagan  lord  '300 

Againft:  Zerbino's  helmet  rais'd  the  fword. 
Zerbino,  who  the  foe's  intent  beheld. 
Swift  to  the  right  his  well -taught  courfer  wheel'd ; 

Yet 
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Yet  not  fo  fwift,  nor  could  he  fliun  fo  weU 
The  biting  edge,  which  on  his  buckler  fell,  305- 

But  through  the  plates  from  fide  to  fide  it  went. 
And  deep  beneath  his  mailed  gaundet  rent  j 
Laid  bare  his  arm,  then  glancing  downward  found     # 
His  fteel-clad  thigh,  and  deep  imprefs'd  a  wound. 
Now  here,  now  there,  Zerbino  ftrikes  in  vain ;       310 
The  foe's  tough  arms,  unhurt,  the  ftroke  fiiftain : 
Each  pafs  he  tries  j  no  pals  the  plates  afford. 
But  harmlefs  from  the  furface  bounds  the  fworA 
Not  fo  the  Tartar  king— his  fiercer  might 
With  fuch  advantage  urg'd  the  unequal  fight;       315 
Seven  times  his  fteel  has  drunk  Zerbino's  blood. 
Has  pierc'd  or  clefi:  his  fliield,  his  helmet  hew'd. 
By  flow  degrees  life's  ifluing  current  drains 
His  ebbing  fl:rength,  but  dauntlels  he  remains : 
His  vigorous  heart,  ftill  nourifli'd  with  the  flame  300 
^   Of  inbred  worth,  fupports  his  feeble  frame. 
Sad  Ifabella,  now  with  fears  diftrefs'd. 
To  D oralis  her  earneft  fuit  addrefs'd ; 
By  every  power  adjur'd  her  to  fuppreis 
The  battle's  rage,  and  turn  their  llrife  to  peace.     2^S 
Courteous  as  fair,  and  doubting  yet  th'  event 
Of  combat,  P  oralis  with  glad  confent 

To 
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To  Ifabella  yielding,  foon  inclin'd 
To  friendly  truce  her  valiant  lover's  nnind. 
Not  lefs  Zerbino  calm'd  his  vengeful  heart  330 

For  her  he  lov'd,  confenting  to  depart 
Where'er  fhe  led  j  and,  at  her  powerful  word, 
Unfinifh'd  left  th'  adventure  of  the  fword. 
But  Flordelis,  who  ill-defended  view'd 
Unbleft  Orlando's  falchion,  weeping  ftood  33J 

To  wail  the  chance ;  and  oft  fhe  wilh'd  that  fate 
Had  brought  her  lord  to  fliare  the  dire  debate ; 
And,  parting  thence,  fronn  niorn  till  eve  again 

She  fought  her  Brandimart,  but  fought  in  vain. 

/ 

Though  fcarce  Zerbino  now  his  feat  maintains,  340 

3o  fait  his  blood  has  Sow'd,  fo  faft  it  drains. 

Yet,  felf-reproach  afflifts  his  noble  mind. 

For  Durindana  to  the  foe  refign'd : 

His  pains  increafe — and  foon  with  jfliortening  breath 

He  feels  the  certain  chill  approach  of  death.  345 

Th'  enfeebled  warrior  now  his  courfer  ftays, 

And  near  a  jbuntain's  fide  his  limbs  he  lays, 

Ah !  what  avails  the  wretched  virgin's  grief/ 

What  can  Ihe  here  to  yield  her  lord  relief? 

In  defert  wilds  for  want  (lie  fees  him  die,  ^50 

No  friend  to  help,  no  peopled  dwelling  nigh, 

,   .  Where 
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Where  (he,  for  pity  or  reward,  may  find 

Some  fkilful  leech'his  ftreaming  wounds  to  bmd. 

In  vain  flie  weeps — in  vain  with  frantic  cries 

She  calls  on  Fortune,  and  condemns  the  Ikies.       2^5 

Why  was  I  not  in  furging  waters  loft> 

When  firft  my  vefftl  left  Galicia's  coaft  ? 

Zerbino,  as  his  dying  eyeJ  he  turn'd 

On  her,  while  thus  her  cruel  fate  Ihc  mourn'd. 

More  felt  her  forrows,  than  the  painful  ftrifc         360 

Of  nature  ftruggling  on  the  verge  of  life. 

My  heart's  fole  trealure !  may'fl:  thou  ftill  (he  faid) 
When  I,  alas !  am  numbered  with  the  dead, 
Preferve  my  love — think  not  for  death  I  grieve  5 
But  thee  thus  guidelefs  and  forlorn  to  leave,         365 
Weighs  heavy  here — O !  were  my  mortal  date 
Prolonged  to  fee  thee  in  a  happier  ftate, 
Bleft  were  this  awful  hour — content  in  death. 
On  that  lov'd  bofom  to  refign  my  breath. 
But  fummon'd  now  at  Fate's  unpitying  call,  jjo 

Unknown  what  future  lot  to  thee  may  fall— • 
Py  thofe  foft  lips,  by  thofe  fond  eyes  I  fwear. 
By  thofe  dear  locks  that  could  my  heart  cnfnare  ( 
Defpairing  to  the  fhades  of  night  I  go. 
Where  thoughts  of  thee,  left  to  a  world  of  woe,    375 

ShaU 
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Shall  rend  this  faithful  breaft  with  deeper  pains 
Than  all  that  hell's  avenging  realm  contains* 

At  this,  fad  Ifabella  pour'd  a  fhowei* 
Of  triekling  tears,  and  lowly  bending  o'erj 
Clofe  to  his  mouth  her  trembling  lips  fhe  laid,       38b 
his  mouth  now  pale  like  fome  fair  rofe  decay'd  5 
A  vernal  rofcj  that,  cropt  before  the  time, 
Pends  the  green  ftalk,  and  withers  ere  its  prime* 

Think  not  (ftie  faid)  life  of  my  breaking  heart ! 
Without  thy  Ifabella  to  departs  385 

Let  no  fueh  fears  thy  dying  jbofom  rend  • 
Where'er  thou  go'ftj  my  fpirit  fhall  attend : 
One  hour  to  both  Ihall  like  difmiffion  give. 
Shall  fix  6ur  doom,  in  future  worlds  to  live, 
And  part  no  more— when  ruthlefs  death  fhall  clofe 
Thy  fading  eyes — that  moment  ends  my  woes !     391 
Or  fhould  I  flill  furvive  that  flroke  of  grief^ 
At  leaft  thy  fword  will  yield  a  fure  relief 
And,  ah !  I  truft,  relieV'd  from  mortal  flafe. 
Each  brcathlefs  corfe  will  meet  a  milder  fate ;       395 
When  fomei  in  pity  of  our  haplefs  doom. 
May  clofe  our  bodies  in  one  peaceful  tomb. 

Thus  fhe  i  tod  while  his  throbbing  pulfc  fhe  feels 
Weak,  and  mprc  weak,  as  death  relendefs  fteak 
Vol.  L  I  i  Pach 
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l£ach  viCE(l  fenfe^  with  her  (ad  lip  fhe  drabs  400 

The  laft  faint  breath  of  life  that  yet  remains. 

To  raife  lus  feeble  voice  Zerbino  try'd — 
I  charge  thee  now,  O  lov'd  in  death !  (he  cry'd) 
By  that  affedtion  v/hich  thy  bofom  bore. 
When,  for  my  lake,  thou  left'ft  thy  father's  fliore,  405 
And,  if  a  truth  likir  mine  luch  power  can  give,. 
While  Heaven  fliall  pleafe,  I  now  command  thee,  live  t 
But  never  be  it  from  thy  thoughts  removed,- 
Thaty  much  as  man  can  love,  Zerbino 'lov*d. 
Fear  not  but  God,  in  time,  will  fuccour  lend,        4^0^ 
From  every  ill  thy  virtue  to  defend  i 
As  once  he  (ent  the  Roman  knight  *  to  favc 
Thy  youth  unfriended  from  the  robber's  cave : 
As  from  the  feas  he  drew  thee  fafc  to  land^ 
And  fnatch'd  thee  from  th''  impure  Bifcayner's  hanrf:* 
And  when  at  laft  all  other  hopes  we  lofe,  416- 

Be  death  the  laft  fad  refuge  that  we  choofe,- 

Thus  fpoke  the  dying   knight;  but  fcarce  werer 
heard 
His  latter  Words,  in-  accents  weak  preferr'dC 

Here  ended  life the  light  fo  drooping  dies,      420 

When  oil  or  wax  no  more  the  flame  fupplics. 

*  Orlando. 

What? 
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What  tongue  can  tell  how  mourn'd  the  wretched  maid. 
What  plaints  Ihe  utter'd,  and  what  tears  (he  fhed> 
When  in  her  arms  her  d6ar  Zerbino  lay> 
All  icy  cold,  a  lump  of  lifelefs  clay !  42^ 

Prone  on  the  bleeding  corfe  herfelf  fhe  thrcw> 
.  Clalp'd  his  ftifF  limbs,  and  bathed  with  tender  dew  t 
She  rav'd  fo  loud,  that  all  the  plains  around, 
And  ..woods,  re-echo'd  the  diftrefsful  found : 
Nor  her  white  breaft  nor  blooming  cheeks  flic  (pares. 
But  cruel  that  fljc  ftrikes,  and  thefe  (he  teiars ;       431 
She  rends  her  golden  locks,  that  know  not  blame. 
Invoking,  vainly,  oft  the  much-lov'd  name  i 
And,  little  mindful  of  Zerbino's  charge. 
His  fword  had  fet  her  fr^tic  foul  at  large,  435 

But,  lo  !  a  hermit,  wont  each  ftated  day 
To  the  clear  fount  to  bend  his  lonely  way,  > 

Came  from  his  neighbouring  dwelling,  timely  ferit. 
By  Heaven's  high  will  to  oppofe  her  dire  intent* 
l*his  reverend  man,  in  whom  at  once  were  join'd  44^ 
A  fage  experience  and  a  gentle  mind, 
Whofe  hallowed  wifdom  all  exartiples  knew. 
And  brought,  as  in  a  mirror,  thefe  to  view  j 
Now,  with  a  pious  healing  hand,  addrefs'd 
The  balm  of  patience  to  her  wounded  breaft,        445 

I  i  2  And 
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And  many  a  woman  bright  in  virtue  nam'd. 

In  either  volume's  *  facred  text  proclaimed. 

He  rais'd  her  thoughts  above  this  vale  of  ftrifc. 

To  dedicate  to  Heaven  her  fiiture  life. 

Yet  would  fhe  never  banifti  from  her  mind  45a 

Zerbino's  love,  or  leave  his  corfe  behind  > 

Refolv'd  through  all  her  pilgrimage  to  bear 

"With  her  the  rclicks  of  a  form  fo  dear. 

Then,  by  the  hermit's  aid,  who  ftiow'd  in  age 
A  ftrength  of  limb  his  years  could  ill  prefage,.       4SS 
Zerbino  on  liis  penfive  fteed  fhe  plac'd. 
And  travers'd  many  a  mile  the  dreary  wafte. 
The  hermit  means  to  reach  Provence,  where  ftooJ, 
Near  fam'd  MarfeiUes,  a  holy  houfe,.  endow'd 

With  wealthy  gifts,  whofe  fpacious  walls  contain'd 

Of  heaven-devoted  dames  a  faint-Uke  band.  46^1 

Awhile  their  fteps  a  friendly  caftle  ftay'd. 

Where,  in  a  lable  coffin-  clos'd,  they  laid 

The  flaughter'd  knight,  and  flowly  thence  convey' 

Thus  they  j  while  diftant  far  the  Tartar  lord,    465^ 
Proud  of  his  ill  got  wreaths  and  conquer'd  fword. 
His  eourfer  from  die  reins  and  faddle  freed. 
And  turn'd  him  loofe  to  graze  the  How^ry  mead, 

»  Old  and  New  Testament. 

PIcas'd 
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l^leasM  with  the  fair  retreat,  his  limbs  he  laid 

Befide  the  ftream  beneath  the  dooling  fhade ;         470 

But  lay  not  long,  ere  from  a  diftant  height 

Defccnding  to  the  plain,  appeared  a  knight : 

Him,  foon  as  Doralis  beheld,  (he  knew. 

And  pointing  out  to  Mandricardo's  view, 

Unlefs  the  diftant  fight  deceive  my  eyes,  47  5 

Lo  I  yonder  comes  fierce  Rodomont  (flie  cries) 

Rage  for  my  lofs,  affianc'd  to  his  bed. 

Has  drawn  down  all  his  vengeance  on  thy  head 

i^s  the  bold  hawk  a  fiercer  mien  aflumes,  * 
iiifts  his  high  head,  and  fpreads  his  ruffled  plumes. 
If  chance  fome  birds  of  houfehold  breed  he  Ipies  4^1 
(The  ftarling,  duck^  or  dove)  before  him  rife: 
So  Mandricardo,  well  aflur'd  to  bear 
From  Ro4omont  the  bloody  palm  of  war. 
With  joy  exulting,  mounts  his  fteed  again,  485 

His  feet  the  ftirrups  prefs,  his  hand  the  rein. 

And  now  the  wrathful  chiefs  approached  fo  near. 
That  each  the  other's  threatening  words  might  hear. 
The  king  of  Algiers  Ihook  his  haughty  head, 
Wav'd  his  right  arm,  and  thus  aloud  he  faid :        490 
Soon  fliall  I  make  thee  rue  thy  fatal  joy, 
"VVho  for  a  fliort-liv'd  gift,  an  amorous  toy, 

Ji^  '      Haft 
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Haft  dar'd  to  infult  a  prince,  whofe  powerful  hand 
Shall  wreak  the  vengeance  that  fuch  wrongs  demand. 
Then  Mandricardo  thus—In  vain  he  tries  495 

To  Ihake  my  courage  who  with  tlireats  defies. 
Women  and  boys  are  fcar'd  with  feeming  harms. 
Or  thofe  that  ne'er  were  bred  f  o  ufe  of  arms  : 
Not  fuch  am  I— whofe  foul  no  terror  knows. 
The  hour  of  combat  is  to  me  repofe :  500 

On  foot,  on  horfe,  difarm'd  or  arm'd,  I  darcj^ 
Jn  the  clofe  lift,  or  open  field  of  war. 

Rage  follows  rage,  and  threatenings  threatenings 

breed ; 
Their  fwords  are  drawn,  and  thundering  ftrokes  fuc- 

ceed. 
Like  winds  that  firft  but  whifper  through  the  brake. 
Next  the  high  tops  of  elms  or  beeches  (hake  -,       506 
Then  whirl  the  gathering  duft  aloft  in  air, 
Svrcep  cots  away,  and  lay  the  foreft  bare  ; 
In  terapefts  kill  the  flocks  that  graze  the  plain. 
And. whelm  the  vcffels  in  the  howling  main :  510 

Thefe  Pagan  knights,  whofe  like  could  ne'er  be  found 
Through  all  the  realms  for  deeds  of  arms  renown'd. 
With  ^dauntlefs  hearts,  and  many  a  dreadfiil  ftroke, 
Purfu'd  a  fight  that  well  their  race  be^ke, 

§  Widi 
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With  horrid  clangor  oft  their  falchions  meet  i        515 

Earth  feems  to  groan  and  ihake  beneath  their  feet  ^ 

While,  froati  their  batter'd  armour,  frequent  fly 

The  fiery  Iparks,  afcending  to  the  /ky. 

On  either  fide  alike  the  knights  afiail 

The  plates  to  fever,  or  to  rend  the  mail.  5  %q 

Each  inch  (^ground  they  guard  with  equal  care, 

And  in  a  narrow  orb  contraft  the  war. 

Amidft  a  thoufand  aim'd,  the  Tartar  bends 

A  ftroke,  that  driven  with  both  his  hands  defcends 

On  Sarza*s  front — the  many-colour'd  light  5^.5 

Now  Ikims  in  mill  before  his  dazzled  fight. 

Back  fell  the  African,  of  fenfe  bereav'd, 

The  crupper  of  his  fteed  his  helm  received ; 

He  loft  his  ftirrups,  and  his  feat  had  loft. 

Even  in  her  fight  whofe  love  he  valu'd  moft :        530 

But  as  a  bow  pf  tempered  fteel,  conftrain'd 

Tq  yield  reluftant  to  a  potent  hand, 

The  mprc  it  bends,  the  ftronger,  when  relerfs'd. 

It  iprings,  and  fends  the  ftiaft  with  force  increas'd : 

Again  the  Pagan  rifing  from  die  blow,  5^5 

Jleturn'd  redoubled  vengeance  on  his  foCt 

Where  late  himfelf  the  hoftile  weapon  felt, 

Stern  Rodomont  on  Mandricardo  dealt 

I  i  4  The  " 
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The  furious  blade :  the  blade  no  entrance  found; 
The  Trojan  cafque  fccur'd  the  knight  from  wound : 
But  fcarce  the  Tartar,  with  the  blow  bereav'd       541 
Of  fight  and  fenfe,  the  day  from  night  pcrceiv'd. 

While  Rodomont  repeated  ftrokes  beftow'd. 
And  on  his  helmet  laid  the  furious  load ; 
The  Tartar's  courfer>  that  beheld  with  fear  545 

The  hoftile  fteel  which  hjfs'd  aloft  in  air, 
With  his  own  f^te  his  rider's  fafety  bought : 
For  while  to  ,fhun  thp  fearful  noif^  he  fought. 
Full  on  his  neck  defcends  the  weighty  fword. 
And  gives  to  hini  tl^e  woivid  defignVi  his  lord  j     55a 
He  wanted  HecStor's  helm  his  head  to  fhield, 
And  hence  he  fell—  but  inftant  from  the  fiel4 
Rais'd  on  his  feet,  again  with  fearlefs  look 
Bold  Mandricardo  Diirindana  fhook  : 
Rage  fweir4  his  breaft  to  view  his  courfer  (lain ;    555* 

While  Rodomont  on  him  with  loofen'd  rein 

-     '  < 

Impeird  his  fteed  j  but  Mandricardo  flood. 

Firm  as  fome  rock  am^dfl  the  billovry  fl[oo4 ; 

When  fudden  with  his  lord  extended  low 

Fell  the  proud  courfer  of  the  Sarzan  foe.  fSct 

And  fwifc  the  king  of  Algiers  left  his  feat, 

pn  equal  terms  the  Tartar's  arm  to  meet* 

But, 
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But,  lo !  an  envoy  came  from  Afric's  bands. 
With  numbers  more  difpatch*d  th^o'  Gallia's  lands. 
Back  to  their  banners  every  chief  to  call,  565 

And  private  knight,  when  need  required  them  all ; 
For  he  ♦,  whofe  arms  the  golden  lily  bore. 
Within  their  works  befieg'd  the  Pagan  power  5 
And,  did  not  Ipeedy  aid  retrieve  their  hme, 
Deftruftion  foon  muft  whelm  the  Moorifh  name,  570 

The  trufly  herald,  as  he  nearer  drew. 
By  arms  and  veftment  well  the  warriors  knew  1 
But  more  he  knew  them  by  their  force  in  field. 
And  weapons,  which  like  theirs  no  hands  could  wield. 
He  dares  not  rulh  between  their  wrathful  (words,  575 
And  truft  the  privilege  his  name  affords  1 
To  Doralis  he^  haftens  firft  to  tell 
What  deep  mifchance  th^  Saracens  befel ; 
^ow  Agramant,  Marfilius,  and  their  train,* 
With  Stordilano  joined,  a  fiegc  fuftain  5^0 

From  Chriftian  Cl^arles ;  and  wilPd  her  to  relate 
To  either  combatant  their  fovereign's  ftate. 

He  f^d— the  damfel  with  undaunted  hreaft 
Between  theii^  ftept,  and  in  thefe  words  addrcfs'd. 

I  charge  ye,  by  the  love  which  bodi  profefs,      585 

For  nobler  ends  your  m^ial  warmth  fupprefs : 

•  Charles. 

Go 
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Go  where  the  Saracens  befieg'd,  await 
Your  faving  arm,  or  feme  difaftrous  fate. 
The  herald  then  his  embafly  reveal'd. 
And  letters  gave  to  Ulien's  offspring  *,  feal'd         590 
From  king  Troyano's  fon  ^  when  either  knight 
,  Agreed  to  calm  his  wrath,  and  (lay  the  fight ; 
And  fix  the  truce,  till  fome  propitious  hour 
Should  raife  the  fiege,  and  free  the  fufFering  Moor  j 
While  Pride  and  Difcord  now  indignant  vicw'd     595 
The  flame  of  ftrife  by  ftronger  love  fubdu'd. 
The  truce -confirmed  by  her  whofe  fovcreign  fway 
Compelled  each  hardy  champion  to  obey. 
One  warlike  ftcicd  they  niifs'd,  for  in  the  fight 
I^y  dead  the  courier  of  the  Tartar  knight ;  600 

When  thither  gallant  Brigliadoro  ftray'd, 
That  cropt,  befide  the  ftream,  the  verdant  ^ade ; 
Him  Mandricardo  foon  with  joy  defcry'd, 
Whofe  welcome  prefence  well  his  lofs  fupply'd. 
Meantime  Rbgero  left  the  fatal  well,  60^ 

Where  funk  the  buckler,  wrought  by  magic  fpcU, 
And  many  a  mile  he  rov'd  with  cares  opprcfs'd^ 
Love  ever  prcfent  in  his  bleeding  breaft ; 
At  length  his  courfer  gainld  a  rifing  ground. 
With  pendent  rocks  and  caves  encompafs'd  round, 

•  RODOMONTt 

A  narrow 
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A  narrow  ftpny  path  before  him  lay,        ^  6ii 

And  up, the  mountain  led  his  weary  way  | 
Where  Agrifmont,  a  ftately  caftle,  ftands. 
Which  Aldigcr,  of  Clarmont's  race,  conamands. 
Who  night  or  day,  what  chance  might  e'er  hefeU, 
Here  guards  with  care  his  lov'd  paternal  wall.      ^i$ 
Here  Richardetto  came,  in  arms  approved, 
A  brother  of  Rogero's  beft  belov*d : 
Thefe  Aldiger  receiv'd  with  courteous  grac^ 
And  gave  each  warrior  welcoi^ac  to  the  place :       620 
.  Though  now  his  guefts  he  met  not  with  that  a^ 
Of  cheerful  greeting  he  was  wont  to,  wear, 
Inftead  of  glad  falute,  with  heavy  look. 
Young  Richardetto  firft  he  thus  befpoke. 

Alas !  my  k^nfman — hear  mje  now  difclpfe          62c 
Unwelcome  news,  to  Ipeak  our  kinudred's  wges. 
Know  Bertolagi,  fprung  of  cruel  feed. 
Has  with  Lanfufa,  ruthlels  dame !  agreed 
Large  wealth  in  fums  of  coandefs  gold  to  pay. 
For  which  the  dame  our  brethren  Ihall  convey,     6y» 
Vivian  and  Malagigi,  to  the  hand 
Of  Bertolagi,  and  his  impious  band. 
Ere  fmce  Ferrau  fubdu'd  their  arms  in  -fight. 
In  prifon  has  fhe  kept  each  haplefs  knight, 

To-morww's 
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To-morrow's  fun  the  prifbners,  with  a  guard,        635 

She  fends  to  Bertolagi,  where  prepared. 

Near  fair  Bayona,  he  with  gifts  of  coft 

Shall  buy  the  deareft  blood  that  France  can  boaft, 

111  Richaffdetto  this  advice  receiv'd. 
Which,  grieving  him,  no  lefs  Rogqro  griev'd,        640 
Who  dauntlefs  thus — Compofe  each  anxious  breaft. 
With  me  alone  this  enterprize  fliall  reft; 
Amidft  a  thoufand  drawn,  this  faithful  fword 
Shall  timely  fuccour  to  your  friends  afford. 

He  faid  5  his  words  the  kindling  warmth  infpire. 
Each  liftening  warrior  caught  the  noble  fire,  64$ 

And  now  the  knights  with  joint  confent  agre^. 
Without  more  aid  to  fet  the  captives  free. 
Good  Aldiger,  by  rifing  hopes  relieved. 
With  welcome  due  his  noble  gueft  receiv'd;  650 

And  at  his  table  placM,  where  plenty  pour*d 
Her  well-fill'd  horn,  he  honoured  as  his  lord. 

The  hour  approached,  when  Deep  pirepar'd  to  cloft 
The  eyes-  of  lords  and  knights  in  fbft  repofe, 
All  fave  Rogero'sj  in  whofe  anxious  breaft  65  c 

Corroding  thought  repell'd  approaching  reft. 
The  fiege  of  Agramant,  which  late  he  heard, 
pngrofs'd  his  thoughts ;  he  knew  each  hour  deferred 

Tq 
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To  join  his  lord,  muft  fully  his  fair  fame,  ^ 

Nor  could  he,  but  with  deepeft  fenfe  of  fhame,    66&  I 
Aflift  his  fovereign's  foes,  and  own  the  Chriftianf 
name.  J 

He  dares  not  yet  to  Agramant  depart. 
Without  her  leave,  the  fbvereign  of  his  heart* 
Each  thought  by  turns  his  dubious  bofom  fway$ ; 
Now  this  prevails,  and  now  more  lightly  weighs*   66^ 
And  now  he  calls  to  mind  his  firft  defign. 
At  Vallombrofa's  walls  his  love  to  join. 
His  virgin-love,  who  there  might  well  expe<ft    ' 
His  fight  in  vain,  and  blame  his  flow  negledt. 

He  quits  his  bed — and  pens  and  light  demands  2 
The  ready  pages,  with  officious  hands,  67 1 

Each  need  fupply — and  firft,  as  lovers  ufe. 
He  greets  her  fair,  then  tells  th'  unwelcome  news; 
He  bids  her  think,  on  him  what  fhame  muft  wait. 
Should  death  or  bondage  be  his  fovereign's  fate :   675 
That  fince  he  hop'd  her  huft>and's  name  to  gain, 
No  flighteft  blemiili  muft  his  honour  ftain  j 
As  nought  impure  muft  her  pure  love  enjoy, 
Whofe  four  was  truths  refin'd  from  all  alloy* 
And  as  he  oft  had  vow'd,  he  thus  once  more         68a 
His  vows  confirmM  ;  the  fated  fcafon  o'er^ 

^  For 
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For  which  he  to  his  lord  muil:  keep  unftain'd 

His  loyal  truth ;  he  then,  if  life  remained,  . 

By  every  proof  would  all  her  fears  relieve. 

And  Chriftian  faith  with  open  rites  receive  I  685 

And  fit)m  her  firej  her  brother,  all  her  train 

Of  kindred  friends,  her  hand  in  marriage  gain* 

Firft  will  I  raife  (he  faid)  with  thy  confent. 

The  fiege  by  which  my  fovereign  lord  is  pent. 

Left  men  fhould  fay,  while  Agramant  maintained  69O 

His  prolperous  ftate,  Rogero  firm  remained  j 

But  now  for  Charles  fince  Fortune  changes  hands. 

He  Ipreads  his  ftandard  with  the  vi6tor's  bands. 

I  afk  no  more,  and  all  my  future  life 

I  give  to  thee,  my  miftrefs  and  my  wife,  695 

The  letter  clos'd,  he  clos'd  in  flumber  deep 
His  heavy  lids  o'er-watch'd — the  Power  of  Sleep 
Stood  near  his  couch,  and  o'er  his  members  threw 
The  peaceful  drops  of  Lethe's  fllent  dew. 
He  flept,  till  in  the  eafl  a  breaking  cloud  700 

With  blended  hues  of  white  and  purple  glow*di 
Whence  flowers  were  (trow'd  o'er  all  the  fmiling  ikies^ 
And,  thron'd  in  gold,  the  morn  began  to  rife. 

When  now  the  birds,  from  every  verdant  ipray,  * 
With  early  mufic  hail'd  the  neMr-born  day,  705 

Good 
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Good  Aldiger  (Rogero  thence  to  lead. 
With  Richardetto,  where  their  venturous  deed 
Muft  fet  the  l^rethren  free  from  captive  bands, 
Condemn'd  to  impious  Bertclagi's  hands) 
Was  firft  on  foot  5  and  with  him  either  gueft,         710 
Who  heard  the  fummons,  left  his  downy  ttS:^ 
In  n^et  array,  and  cloth'd  with  armour  bright. 
The  gallant  youth*,  and  either  Chriftian  knight 
Now  reach'd  the  deftin'd  place ;  a  field  that  lay. 
Of  wide  extent,  expos'd  to  Phoebus'  ray  :  715 

No  laurel  there,  no  myrtlc^s  fragrant  wood. 
Nor  oak,  nor  elm,  nor  lofty  cyprefs  ftood ; 
But  thorns  and  brambles  chok'd  the  barren  foil. 
That  felt  no  Ipade,  nor  own'd  the  ploughmaa*s  toiL 
The  three  bold  champions  eheck'd  their  courfers'  rein. 
Where  ftretch*d  a  path  extending  o'er  the  plain  j   721 
When  drawing  nigh,  a  warrior  they  behold, 
Array'd  in  coftly  arms  that  flam'd  with  gold. 
In  whofc  fair  fhield  of  vi'^id  green  appears 
The  wondrous  bird  that  lives  a  thouland  years.      725 

*  Rogero. 

end  of  the;  twe.lftk  baok^ 
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Thi  Letters  denote  the  Book,  the  Figures  the  Verfe* 


A. 


A 


GRAMJ NT,  the  king  of 
Africa,  mufters  his  forces,  vi.  i. 
Attacks  Paris,  26$. 

is  defeated  in  a  general 
battle,  and  retreats  with  his 
army  into  the  works,  vii.  357. 

Alardo,  youngeft  brother  to  Bra- 
damant,  meets  her,  x.  495. 

jilcinai  account  of  that  enchant- 
refs,  iii.  89.      Welcomes  Ro- 

fero  to  her  palace,  330.  Is 
eferted  by  him,  c  43.  Her  fleet 
defeated  by  Logiftifla,  706. 

Aldiger,  of  Clarmont,  entertains 
Rogero  and  Richardetto  at  his 
caftle,  xii.  605.  Sets  out  with 
them  to  deliver  his  kinfmen, 
704. 

Aleria,  wife  to  Guido,  affifts  her 
hufband  to  make  his  efcape 
from  the  Amazons,  ix.  980. 

Almonio,    friend    of  Zerbino,   v. 

■  ■  ■  with  Corebo  brings  Odorico 
bound  to  Zerbino,  iii.  I. 

Amazons,  land  of,  ix.  372.  Ter- 
rified at  Aftolpho's  horn,  1004. 

Andronicuy  one  of  Logiflilla's  train, 
receives  Rogero,  iii.  702. 

— —  condttdls  Aftolpho  in  his 
voyage  from  India,  viii.  1 1 . 

Angelica  flies  from  the  camp. 
Meets  Rinaldo  and  Ferrau,  i;  62 . 
Her  interview  with  Sacripant, 
230.     Flies,  505. 

.     .  Vol.  L 


Angelica  is  taken  while  afleep,  and 
given  to  be  devoured  b,y  a  fca- 
moniler,    iii.   826.      Delivered 
by  Rogero,  878  to  the  end. 
—  leaves  him,  iv.  i . 

arrives  at  the  palace  of  At- 
lantes>  v.  465.     Departs,  505. 
finds  Medoro  wounded ;  falls 


in  love  with  him  ;  marries  him ; 
and  departs  with  him  for  India> 
viu  6^^  to  the  end, 

Anfclmo,  tather  of  Pinabello,  con- 
demns Zerbino  to  death  wrong- 
fully, xi.  440. 

Aquilant,  the  black,  brother  to 
Gryphon,  their  combat  with 
Orilo,  viii.  283. 

departs  from  Jerufalem  in 
fearch  of  Gryphon,  and  meets 
Origilla  and  Martano.  Car-* 
ries  them  bound  to  Damafcus, 
ix.  1  to  102.  Takes  (hipping 
with  Aftolpho  and  the  reft,  296. 
With  them  in  the  land  of  Ama^ 
zons,  372. 

made  prifonerin  Pinabello*s 
caftle  with  the  other  knights, 
X.  192. 

Arhantesy  fon  of  Cymofco,  killed 
on  his  wedding  night,  iv.  515. 

Argalia,  his  ghoft  appears  to  Fer- 
rau, i,  152. 

Ariodantes,  his  love  for  Gcneura, 
i.  d^xtothe  end, 

is  married  to  her,  li.  1 26. 
his  actions  in   battle,    vi. 
860,  890,  926,  1000. 

K  k  Arfodantesp 


INDEX. 


ArUdantiSf  in  battle^  vii.  267. 
Jfiolpho  transformed  into  a  myrtle 

by  Alcina,  iii.  49.  Recovers  his 
-    (hape,  and  is  carried  to  Logif- 

tillai  603. 

■  his  voyage  from  India  to 
the  Perfian  gulph^  viii.  i  to 
102.  His  adventures  with  Cali« 

.  gorant  the  giant,  131;  and 
Orilo  the  magiciany  265.  Vi- 
fits  the  Holy  Land,  413. 

■  ■  goes  with  Sanfonetto  to  No- 
randino*s  jouds,  ix.  103.  In  a 
florm,  with  the  other  knights, 
caft  on  the  land  of  Amazons, 
296.  Attempts  to  efcape,  is 
left  by  the  reft  terrified  with 
his  horn,  1004. 

■  is  decoyed  into  the  palace 
of  Atlantes.  DiiTolves  the 
fpell,  and  obtains  the  griiHn 
horfe,  X.  i  to  138.  Takes  his 
flight,  459. 

Jtlantes^  the  magician,  figh  s  with 
Grada^o  and  Rogero,  ii.  236. 
Is  overcome  by  Bradamant* 
and  his  caftle  deftroyed,  568. 

^— —  his  palace  again  deftroyed 
by  Aftolpho.    Ife  flies,  x.  75. 

B 

Battle  between  the  Chriftians 
and  Pagans,  vi.  794  /o  the  tnd, 

'  ■      vii.  I  to  356. 

■■  '  '  between  Rogero  and  the 
Ore,  iii.  910'. 

-^—  between  Orlando  and  the 
pre,  V.  173. 

Btatrice,  mother  of  Bradamant, 
welcomes  her  to  Mount  Al- 
bano,  X.  596. 

Bireno  in  love  with  Olympia.  De- 
livered by  Orlando  from  prifon. 
Marries, her,  iv.  417  to  tht  ind, 

— —  forfakes  her,  v.l. 

Bradamant  unhorfes  Sacripatat^  i. 

meets  Pinabello.  Hears  his 
ftory,  ii.  176.  Is  deceived  by 
him>  and  falls  lato    MecjjnU 


cvft,  340.  .  Meets  Meliffiu 
and  is  inftroiEted  how  to  de<^ 
liver  her  lover  from  Atlantes^ 
410.  Deftroysr  the  oUUe^  and 
fets  Rogero  at  liberty/  who  is 
carried  away  from  her  on  the 
winged  horfe,  <22  to  the  $nd, 

Bradamant  eives  Tier  ring  to  Me- 
liifatodcuver  him  from  Aid* 
na,  iii.  414. 

hears  that  he  is  agsdn  pri« 
foner  b^  Atlantes.  Is  decoyed 
herfelf  mto  his  palace*  iv.  iia 
to  215. 

recovers  her  Uberty*  and  de* 
parts  widi  Rogero,  x.  1 39.  Ar- 
rives with  him  at  the  caftle  of 
Anfelmo,  180.  Kills  Pinabello* 
276.  Lofes  herfelf  in  a  wood» 
397.  Meets  Aftolpho  and 
Alardo.  Arrives  at  Movnt 
Albano,  and -fends  Hippalca  to 
Rogero  with  his  horfe  Fron- 
tino,  429  to  5  J  I. 

Brandimartf  the  friend  of  Or- 
lando, leaves  Paris  to  go  in 
fearch  of  him,  iv.  3  lo. 

Brunello  condadls  Bradamant  to 
tibe  caftle  of  Atlantes,  ii.  554.^ 

— -  in  the  review  of  the  Pagap 
forces*  vi.  44* 

C. 

Caltgorant,  the  giant,  overcome 

by  Aftolpho*  viii.  131. 
CharUsy  or  Charlemain*  takes 
Angelica  from  Oriando*  and 
gives  her  into  the  hands  of  Na- 
mus,  i.  $3.  Is  defeated*  65. 
Sends  Rinaldo  on  an  embaiBy  to 
England*  563* 

his  exemplary  condaA  at 
the  attack  of  Paris*  vL  275*   . 

in  the  battle  hears  of  the 
flau^ter  made  by  RodcHBont 
in  the  city*  1044  to  tht  end. 

goes  with  his  Paladins  to 
attack  him*  viL  1  to  laa  In 
the  battle*  354.  Defeats  the 
Pagans*  and  coffipels  tfacm  to 
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Tetiie  to  their  entrenchineiits»  Death  of  Polineilb^ii.  70, 

369,  — —  of  Cymqfco,  iv.  709. 

Clarence,  duke  of,  in  the  battle,  —  of  the  fca  monHer,  v.  ^34. 
vi.  937,  945,  ■—  of  Lurcanio,  vii.  353. 

CUriikmot  the  friend  of  Medoro,  —  — >of  Oardinello,  vii.  330. 

accompanies  him  in  his  noc-  —-—-of  Duke  Labretto  and. his 
turnal  expedition,  vii.  389.    Is        lady,  vii.  483. 


killed,  644. 
Combat  of  Rinaldo  and  Ferraa, 

i.  11^ 
—  of  Rinaldo  and  Sacripant, 

1*463. 
——of  Orlando  and  Ferraa,  v. 

575- 

of  Gryphon  and  Aquilant 

withOrilo,  viii.  283. 


of  Cloridano,  vii.  643. 

of  Pinabello,  x.  276. 

oi  Zerbino  in  the  arms  of 
Ifabella,  xii.  .340. 
Discord  found  in  a  tnonaftery, 
and  fent  to  thq  Pagan  pamp,  vi* 

3S9- 
— <»«»  meets  with  Rodomont,  vii. 

122. 

of  Aftolpho  and  Oriloji  viii.  Doralis,  betrothed  to  Rodomont, 

356.  is  carried  oiF  by  Mandricardo 

of  Orlando  and  Mandricardo,  from  her  guards,  vi.    123  to 

xi.  626.  264. 

of  Zerbino  and  Mandri-  «-»<-  parts   the  battle  between 

cardo,  xii.  243.  him  and  Rodomont,  xii.  583. 

*-— «  of  Mandricardo  and  Rodo-  Dre  a  m  of  Orlando  on  the  lois  of 

moRt,  xiL  503.  Angelica,  iv.  230. 

Combat  IN  THE  Li  ST,  between  £^ 

Rinaldo  and  Polinefib,  ii.  68.      ' «-/    ,  11      *  vr       j  •     t.  . 

between  Marphifa  and  the    ^^f*/^*  cruel  law  obferved  in  that 

champions  of  the  Amazons,  ix.     -  -^-*^^^^'  ^Y-  .357- 


ElSamo,  of  the  race  of  Hercules, 
arrives  at  the  land  of  the  Ama- 
zons, ix.  775. 

Eriphilay  a  giantefs,  overcome  by 
Rogero,  iii.  266. 

F. 
the  gun,  iv.  445.     Killed  by    Ferrau,  a  Spanifli  knight,  fights 
Orlando,  703*  with  Rinaldo  for  Angelica,  i* 

114.     Purfues  her,  136.    Sees 
•^'  the  ghoflofArgalia,  152. 

Datind^  maid  to  Geneura^  faved    — —  in  the  enchanted  palace  of 
from  death  by  Rinaldo,  relates    .    Atlantes,  v.  441.     Fights  with 


Corebo,  fnendof  Zerbino,  wound  - 
ed  in  defence  of  Ifabella,  v. 
905. 

C)?m^(i!7,kingofFrize1and,  Olym- 
piads enemy,  the  inventor  of 


the  ttory  of  Geneura,  i.  635 

to  the  end. 
Vamajhus,  wealth  and  beauty  of 

that  city,  viii.  532. 
Dardinello  in  the  review*  vi.  74. 

In  the  battle,  504,  854. 


s!   Orlando,  591.  Finds  Orlando's 
helmet.    Returns  to  the  camp^ 

—>-.«-  in  the^  review,   vi.  26.     In 

the  battle.     His  valour,  958. 
-^-^  in  the  battle,  vii.  195. 


^-'his  valour.  213.  Kills  Lur-  Flordelis  leaves  Paris  to  go  in 
caniD,  2C3.  Is  himfelf  killed  fearch  of  her  huiband  Brandl* 
by  |linard9,  284.  mart,  iv.  3 1^. 


K  k  a 


Flordtlii 
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Flordelis  lights  on  Zerbino  and 
Ifabella,  and  hears  of  Orlando's 
madnefsy  xii.  197. 

Fo  V  N  T  A I N  s,  two  ill  the  foreft  of 
Arden,  of  hatred  and  loye>  i. 

429- 

FRAUD,inthcmooaftery,vi.  385. 

9- 

Galfrina  in 'the  cave  of  the  out- 
laws with  Ifabella,  v.  772. 
Flies,  983. 

— —  meets  Marphifa.  Clothed  by 
her  in  the  drefs  of  Pinabello's 
wife,  ix.  1 109  to  the  end* 

*—  committed  by  her  to  the 
care  of  Zerbino.  Her  con- 
rerfation  with  him,  x.  586  to 
.  the  end. 

— —  her  wicked  life  related  by 
Hermonides,  xi.  67  to  346. 
She  accttfes  Zerbino  of  the 
death  of  Pinabello,  427.  Met 
by  Mandricardo, ,  who  takes 
away  her  horfe's  bridle,  686. 

I  ■  I  comes  into  the  power  of 
Zerbino.     Her  death,  xii.  112* 

Gardens  and  palace  of  Logif- 
tiila,  iii.  716. 

Geneura^  princefs  of  Scotland,  her 
love  for  Ariodantes,  i.  651  to 
the  end.  Preferved  from  death 
by  Rinaldo,  ii.  !• 

Ghost  of  Argalia  appears  to 
Ferrau,  i.  160. 

Chucejiery  duke  of,  in  the  battle, 

vi.  943 
Golden    Lance    unhorfes  the 

knights  with  a  touch,  ix.  210. 

— —  left  by  Allolpho  with  Bra- 
damant,  X.  455. 

GradaJJi,   king  of  Sericane,   im- 
prilbned  in  the  caftle  of  Atlan 
tes,  ii.  ^39.     Delivered  with 
the  reft  by  Bradamant,  712. 

— —  in  the  enchanted  palace  of 

'  Atlanteswith  Rogero  and  others, 
V.  441. 

Grandonio  in  the  review,  vi.  13. 


Griffin  Horse  defcribed,  iL 
6o2.  Carries  away  RogecOb 
720. 

leaves  him,  iv.  59. 

——  falls  into  the  hands  of  Aflof- 
pho,  X.  115. 

Oryphonj  th^  white,  brother  to 
Aquilant,  their  combat  with 
Orilo,  viii.  283.  Departs  in 
fearch  of  Origtlla,  447.  Meets 
her,  and  isr  pacified,  480.  Is 
vi£tor  of  the  joufts  atDamafcus, 
599.  Betrayed  by  Martano^ 
and  difgraced,  784.  Is  re- 
venged, 934— and  reconciled  to 
Norandino,  to  the  end* 

fees  his  brother  Aquilant  re- 
turn with  Martano  and  Ori* 
gilla  prifoners,  ix.  'jt)^  Another 
tournament,  103.  Departs  wick 
the  other  knights  for  France, 
296.  In  the  land  of  Ama- 
zons, ^16. 

taken  prifoner  with  his 
companions  by  Pinabello,  x. 
192.     Unhorfed    by    Rogero, 

339- 
Gutdo  Savage,  champion  of  the 

Amazons,  fights  with  Marphifa, 
ix.  486.  Entertains  her  and 
her  company  that  night,  625. 
Relates  the  hiftory  of  die  Ama- 
zons, 674.  Is  terrified  with 
the  reft  at  Aftolpho's  horn,  and 
efcapes  on  board  the  (hip,  1060. 

—  taken  with  the  reft  at  Pina- 
bello's  caftle,  x.  192,  Struck 
down  by  Rogero's  (hield,  347. 

Gtf  N  defcribed,  firft  invented  by 
Cymefco,  iv.  445.  Thrown 
into  the  fca  by  Orlando,  760. 

H. 

Hermit  meets  Angelica,  and 
parts  Sacripant  and  Rinaldo  by 
magical  illufion,  i>  5  <  3- 

He  R  M I T  cwnforts  l/abclla  after 
the  death  of  Zerbino,  xii.  436. 

Hermonides,  a  knight,  mc€ts  Zcr- 

binQ» 
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i>kio,and  challenges  him,  xi.  t . 

Relates  the  wicked  life  of  Ga- 

brina,  67  to  347. 
Hippalcat    Bradamant*s   maid,  is 

fent  to  Rogero  with  his  horfe 

Frontino^  x.  512.     Meets  with 

Rodomont,  who  takes  the  horfe 

from  her,  552. 
Ho  R  N  t  enchanted,  given  to  Aflol- 

pho  by  LogifHlia>  vixi.  3 1  • 

I. 

JjBA LOUSY,  with  Pride  and  Dif-' 
cord,  meets  Rodomont,  vii.  1 2  2. 

Jeru/alem,  Sanfonetto  viceroy 
there,  viii.  421. 

Jousts  in  Damafcus  defcribed, 
viii.  583  to  763. 

Jroldo,  a  knight,  in  the  caftle  of 
Atlantes,  u.  715* 

yabella^  princefs  of  Galicia,  found 
by  Orlando  in  the  outlaws  cave, 
V.  747.  Relates  her  ftory, 
784.  Delivered  by  him,  935 
to  the  end, 

fees  Zerbino  going  to  be  put 
CO  death,  xL  172.  They  are 
made   known  to   each  other, 

54S- 

entreats  Doralis  to  part  the 

combat  between  Zerbino  and 
Mandricardo,  xii.  322.  Her 
lamentation  over  her  dead  lo- 
ver, 422. 

J/ohro  in  the*  review,  vi.  10.  .  In 
the  battle,  862. 

Knights  of  Arthur's  round 
uble,  i.  580. 


Ladies   of  Alcina>  two   accoft 

Rogero,  iii.  212.   Condudi  him 

to  Alcina,  324. 
Ladies  of  Alcina's  court,  thre^ 

endeavour   to    fiop    Rogero's 

flight,  iii.  619. 
I'Ogifiilla,   filler  to   Alcina,    her 

charadler,  iii,  125.    Entfertajod 
.    Roge?-o,  and  defeats  the  fleet  of 


Alcina,  706.    In(lru6ls  him  to 
guide  the  flying  horfe,  760. 
Logiftilla  gives  Aftolpho  a  wonder* 
ful  horn  and  book,  and  fends  a 
galley  with  him  from  the  Indian 
leas,  viii.  22. 
Lurcanio,  brother  to  Ariodantes,ac- 
cufes  Geneura  of  incontinence, . 
i.  915, 

fights  with  his  brother,  ii.  7. 
in  the  battle,  vi.  933,  999. 
his  v^lour^  vii.  182,  210,    Is 
killed  by  Dardineilo,  2 $3* 

M.. 

Madness,  the  gradual  progrefs 
of  Orlando's  madnefs  defcribed* 
xi.  721  to  the  end, 

Malagigi,  a  magician^  cbuiin  to 
Rinaldo,  xii.  .630. 

Mandricardot  fon  of  Agrican,  \a& 
charadler,  vi.  95.  Goes  in 
fearch  of  Orlando,  115.  Finds 
Doralis  encamped  on  a  plain, 
and  carries  her  off,  123  to  2^4. 
■  ■  finds  and  fights  Orlando, 
xi.  569. 

— —  meets  with  Zerbino.  Fight^ 
with  him  for  Orlando's  fword, 
xii.  223.  Fights  with  B'Odo- 
ihont,  465.  Their  combat 
broke  off  at  the  requefl  of  Do- 
ralis, 583. 

Marphi/a,  a  female  warrior,  meets 
Aftolpho  and  Sanfonetto.  Ac- 
companies them  to  the  joufls  at 
Damafcus,  ix.  no.  Chal- 
lenges her  armour.  Great  tu? 
mult  on  the  occafion,  163.  She 
is  pacified.  Set^  out  in  com- 
pany with  the  knights  for 
France,  284.  Caft  on'the  land 
of  Amazons,  415.  Fights  with 
and  kills  nine  of  their  cham^ 
pions,  482.  Engages  the  tenth, 
545.  is  entertained  by  Guide 
with  the  refl,  625.  Terrified 
.  with  the  others  at  Aflolpho's 
^orn.  gfcapes  on  board  the  fliipf 
Kkj  iD5j« 


INDEX. 

tfijo.    Mecti  Gabrina.    Un-  Condaas  the  Chriftian  army 

hor^s  PinabeIlo»  1109   to  the  under  Rii^aldd  to  the  relief  of 

*»'•  Paris,  4^5. 

Marpbifu  onhorfes  Zerbino,  and  Monsters,   a  crew  of»  attack 

configns  Gabrinatohim,x.  c86.  Rogero,  iii.  186* 

JWtfryf//«/,  king  of  Spain,  reviews  Myrtle  warns  Rogero  againft 

the  troops,  vi.  i .  the  fraada  of  Alcina,  iiL  49. 

MartanQt  the  gallant  of  Origilla, 

is  met  in  her  company  by  Gry-  ^* 

phon,    viii.  480.      Goes  with  Namus^  duke  of  Bavia,  Ang<cHca. 

Iiim  to  the  jojafts.  His  cowardice,  given  into  his  keeping  by  Char- 

633.    Steals  Gryphon's  horfe  lemain,  i.  53. 

2fi&  armour.    Ufurps  the  ho-  — -  at  the  defence  of  Pari^  vi^ 

noars  of  the  day,   and    with  673. 

Origilla  leaves  Damafcus,  784  Net,  the  work  of  Volcan,  ofed 

to  9 1  o.  by  the  giant  Caligorant  to  catch 

•— —  is  met  by  Aquilant,  carried  travellers,  viii.  221. 

priibner  to  Damafcus,  and  pa«  Ncrandino,  king  of  Syria,  gives 

niflied,  ix.  i  to  92.  fpiendid  joafts    at  Damafcasji 

J/ledoro  goes  with  Clordano  in  the  viii.  556.  Is  deceived  by  Mar- 
night  to  feek  his  mafter's  body,  tano,  8oo.  Recdves  Gryphon 
vii.  389.  Kills  many  of  the  into  favour,  1004  f  the  tnd. 
Chriltians,  481.  Is  furprifed  ■■■  welcomes  Aquilant,  who 
by  Zerbino,  J43.  Wounded.  brings  Martano  and  Origilla 
Healed  by  Angelica,  who  mar-  prifoners,  ix.  79.  Procl»ms 
rieshim.  Accompanies  her  to  new  jooAs,  103.  Refents  the 
India,  654  to  the  end,  adion  of  Marphtik  in  ieidcg 

Mr/(^,  a  prophetefs  and  enchaats-  the  armour,  17$.     Allows  ker 

refs,  meets  Bradamaot  in  Mer*  claim,and  entertains  the  kaights 

lin^s  cave,  ii.  415.     Inftruds  honourably,  272. 

her  how  to  free  Rogero  front  ^ 

the  power  of  Atlantes,  492,  ^' ' 

borrows  her  enchanted  rine  Ohertd,  king  of  Ireland,  invades 

to  deliver  him  from  Alcina,  iii.  the  ifland  of  Ebudsu    Deftroys 

414.     Reproves  Rogero  in  the  and  facks' the  place,  v.  26ik 

likenefs  of    Atlantes.     Affifts  Falls  in  love  with   Olynqiia, 

liim  toefeape,  469.  321.    Revenges  her  on  Bireao^ 

»— •  tells  Bradamant  that  Ro-  and  marries  her,  375. 

eero  is  again  a  prifoner,  and  Oderice,  the  fnend  of  Zerbino^ 

uiflxu^s  her  once  more  how  to  betrays  his  truft  with  Ifabellay 

deliirer  him,  iv.  120.  v.  872. 

MerltHt  his  fpirit  addreHes  Brada-  ■.   ■     is  brought  bound  to  2^bi« 

mant  from  the  tomb,  ii.  446.  no,  xii.  i.    H^  fcncence,  184. 

Michael,  the  archangel,  is  fent  in  Oli'uero,  the  marquis,  confia  to 

fearch  of  Silence  and  Difcord,  Orlando,  with  the  Paladins  at* 

vi.  319.     Finds  Difcord  in  a  tacks  Rodomont,  vii.  51.     In 

monailcry,  360.     Finds  Silence  the  battle,  355. 

in  the  houfe  of  Sleep,    416.  O^M^ia  tells  her  ftory  to  Orlando, 

iv. 
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!r.  417.     Reftored  to  h«r  pof- 
feilions  and  married  to  Bireno» 

589. 
Oljmpia  foHaken    by  him  on'  a 

ddfert  Uknd,  v.  1.     Expofed  to 

be  devoured  by  a  Tea  moafter, 

166.    Delivered  by  Orlando, 

274.     Married  to  Oberto,  387. 

Olympio^  a  youth,  favouriteof  Fer- 
rau,  (killed  in  mutic,  flaininthe 
battle,  vi.  964. 

Ore,  a  fea  nionfler,  killed  by  Or- 
lando, V.  144. 

Origiila,  account  of  her,  bebved 
by  Gryphon.  Her  faifehood, 
V.  453.     Meets  Gryphon,  and 

-  deceives  him,  478.  Joins  with 
Martano  to  betray  him,  784. 

■*■—  is  carried  bound  with  Mar- 
tano by  Aquilant  to  Damafcus, 
ix«  f. 
^rilo^  an  enchanter,  his  ffa-ange 
fight  with  Gryphon  and  Aqui- 
lant. Cannot  be  killed  by 
any  wound,  viii.  265.  Is  killed 
by  Aftolpho,  357. 

Orlando  arrives  at  the  camp  of 
tharies.  where  Angelica  is 
taken  from  him,  i.  45. 

»■  ■  his  dream  of  Angelica.  He 
leaves  Paris  to  go  in  fearch  of 
her,  iv.  266.  Hears  of  the 
cruel  cnftom  of  Ebuda,  351. 
Is  introduced  to  Olympia. 
Hears  her  ftory,  393  to  589. 
Kills  Cymofco,  and  reinftates 
her  in  her  poiTeffions,  599  to 
757.  Throws  the.gun  into  the 
lea,  758. 

*— —  his  ftrange  combat  with  the 
Ore,  V.  144.  Delivers  Olym- 
pia,  274.  Is  decoyed  to  the 
enchanted' palace  of  Atlantes, 
403.'  Sees  and  purfues  Ange- 
lica, 499.  Fights  with  Ferrau, 
591.  Defeats  two  bands  of 
ragans,  669.  Finds  Ifabella 
inacaveofoathiW8,75i.  Hears 

t 


her  ftory,  784  to  932.  Deltvcri 
her,  935. 

delivers  Zerbino,  unjufUy 
condemned  to  death,  xi.  463*' 
Fights  with  Mandricardo,  569. 
Arrives  at  the  grotto  where 
Medoro  and  Angelica  ufed  to 
meet,  72 1,  Difcovers  their 
love,  and  lofes  his  fenfes,  to  tbt 
end. 
Outlaws  keep  Ifabella  in  thw 
cave.  Paniflied  by  Oiiando^ 
V.  935. 

P. 

PariSf  city  of,  befieged  by  Agr»« 
mant,  vi.  265  to  723.  Re- 
lieved by  Rinaldo,  724. 

PintJfelle^  fon  of  Anfelmo,  is  ac**^ 
coHed  by  Bradamant.  Givct 
an  account  of  the  caille  of  At» 
lantes,  and  the  lofs  of  his  wife^ 
li.  188  to  297.  Deceives  fira* 
damant,  'and  lets  her  fall  into, a 
pit,  340. 

i«  unhorfed  by  Marphifa,  ix. 
1 1 27. 

makes  Gryphon,  Aquilant^ 
Guido,  and  S  anibnetto^uonersy 
and  compels  them  <»  the  ob« 
lervance  of  a  law  which  he  had 
made,  x.  192.  Is  known  by 
Bradamant,  and  killed,  276. 

Polineffo  (landers  Geneura  by  thtt 
help  of  Dalinda,  L  65 1  to  tbg 
end% 

Pa  I DE  in  the  monaileiy,  vi.  357. 

— —  with  Jealoufy  and  Difcord* 
meets  Rodomont,  vii.  122. 

R. 

Review  of  the  English,  Irifli, 
and  Scotch  forces,  raifed  for  tho 
afliftance  of  Charles,  ill.  782* 

^--*-  of  the  army  of  Agraffiafit 
and  Mariilius,  vi.  i. 

Rfcbardetto^  brother  to  Bradamani* 
meets  Rogero  at  Aldiger's  caille, 

jcii. 
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siL  6t7«  Sets  oat  with  them 
to  refcue  Vivian  and  Malagigi, 
704. 

JUmalSqnsunreU  with  Orlando  for 
Angelica,  i.  $3.  Purfuing  his 
horfe*  finds  her.  Fights  with 
Ferraut  73.  With  Sacripant, 
431.  They  are  parted,  523. 
He  is  fent  on  an  emba/Ty  to 
England,  and  caft  on  the  coafl 
of  Scotland,  57 1 .  Learns  Ge- 
.^eura's  danger,  603.  Saves  a 
damfel  from  afTafiins,  and  hears 
the  ilory  of  Geneura,  635  to 
the  end. 

enters  the  lift  with  Polineflb. 
Kills  hin»  ii«  34-  Obtains  aid 
from  the  king  of  Scotland,  140. 
from  the  vege^t  of  England, 
162. 

the  forpes  raifed  by  him  re- 
viewed, iiL  782. 

is  condaded  by  the  angel 
Michael  and  $ilence  to  the  re- 
lief of  Paris,  vi.  445.  His 
fpeech  tf>  the  army,  7;o.  His 
valour,  796,  1 00 1. 

Kills  jpardineljp,  vii.  282.. 

Ring, enchanted,  ftolen  by  Bru- 
nello  ffx>m  Angelica,  which 
makes  the  wearer  invifible^  and 
fraftrates  all  enchai^tments,  ii. 
496.    iv.  }> 

Rodomontf  king  of  Algiers  and 
Sarza,  in  the  review,  vi«  61. 
His  valour  at  the  alTault  of  Pa- 
ris.  Leaps  the  foiTe,  and  makes 

,  an  increc&ble  (laughter,  542. 
is  attacked  by  Charles  ^nd 
his  Paladins,  and  at  length  com- 
pelled to  leave  the  city,  vii.  32. 
Hears  of  the  rape  of  Doralis. 
Goes  in  fearch  of  Mandricardo, 

I20. 

meets  Hippalca,  and  takes 
Frontino  from  her,  x.  552. 

finds  his  miftrefs  and  fights 
with  Mandricardo  for  her,  pcii. 


R9 


li. 


his  love  for  firadamant, 
177.  Made  prifoner  with.- 
GradafTo  by  Atlantes,  250. 
Delivered  by  Bradamant.  Car- 
ried away  by  the  griffin-hor(e» 
716  to  the  end, 

— —-  alights  on  Alcina's  iiland, 
iii.  I.  Finds  Aftolpho  turned 
into  a  myrtle,  49.  Warned  by. 
him  of  Alcina's  fnares,  75. 
Fights  with  a  crew  of  monfters, 
176.  Conduced  by  two  of 
Alcina's  damfels  to  a  delicious 
palace  and  garden*  Overcomes 
the  giantefs  Eripbila,  210.  Ar- 
rives at  the  dwelling  of  Alcma. 
Is  detained  by  her  allure- 
ments. 324,  Reproved  by  Me- 
liiTa,  469.  Leaves  Alcina's  pa<r 
lace,  543.  EfcapestoLogiftilla^ 
611.  Departs  from  her  on  the 
flying  horfe,  756.  Sees  the 
forces  reviewed  in  England, 
782.  Delivers  Angelica  from 
the  fea  monfter,  822  to  the  end. 

■  is  left  by  her.    Lofes  his 

flying  horfe  and  ring,  iv.  1.  Is 
decoyed  to  the  enchanted  pa* 
lace  of  Atlantes,  74. 

•«-«—  is  with  the  other  prifoners 
releafed  by  Aftolpho,  x.  85. 
Meets  with  Bradam^it,  139. 
Arrives  at  Pinabello's  cafUe, 
;and  joufts  with  his  knights,  i  So. 
Lofes  Bradamant.  Goes  in 
fearch  of  her^  and  throws  his 
fhield  into  a  well,  364. 

—  is  entertained  by  Aldigcr  at 
his  calUe,  and  undertakes  to  de- 

'  liver  Viyian  and  Malagigi,  7^ 
605, 

Sacripant  laments  the  abfence  of 
Angelica,  i.  -230.  His  meet- 
ing with  her,  291.  Is  unhorfed 
by  Bradamant,  314.  Finds 
Bayardo,  and  fights  Rinal^o, 
391  to  504. 

.  Sacrifant^ 


\ 
y 
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Sacripant  in  Atlantes  caftle,  and 
delivered  by  Qradamant,  ii.  7 1 2. 
■         in  the  enchanted  palace  with 
Orlandoy  Rogero,  Ferrau  and 
others,  v.  442.     Sees  Angelica, 
499>  and  purfues  her,  509. 
SanJonettOy  regent    of    Jerufalcm, 
entertains  Ailolpho,  Gryphon, 
and  Aquilant,  viii.  42 1 . 
—  accompanies   Aftolpho    to 
the  joufls  at  Damafcus,  x.  109. 
Departs  with  the  other  knights 
for  France,  and  is  call  on  th« 
land  of  Amazons,  296.     Ter- 
rified with  the  red  at  the  magic 
horn,  efcapes  on  board  the  (hip, 
1081. 

made  prifoner  by  Pinabello, 
and  fworn  to  obfcrve  his  law,- 
X,  192.    Unhorfed  by  Rogero, 
260* 

Serpent ino  9  knight  of  the  ftar,  in 
the  review,  vi.  21.  Beat  down 
in  the  battle  by  Rinaldo,  10 18. 

Shield,  enchanted, ufed  by  At- 
lantes, ii.  280,620. 

— —  poffefTed  by  Rogero,  ufed  in 
his  efcape  from  Alcina,  iii.  684. 
Againft  the  fea  monfter,  948. 

— —  ftrikes  down  Pinabello's 
knights,  X.  3  45  7  Thrown  into 
a  well,-  368. 

Siege  of  Paris  defcribed,  vi. 
508  to  723. 

Sleep,  his  dwelling  defcribed, 
vi.  4x7. 

Si L E N c E,  in  the  Houfe  of  Sleep.' 
Conduds   the  Chriitian   forces 
under  Rinaldo  to  the  relief  of 
Paris,  vi.  433, 

Sohrino,  friend  and  couni«llor  to 
Agramant,  in  the  review,  vi, 
58.  Before  the  walls  of  Paris, 
503.  In  the  battle,  850,  1030. 
Attempts  with  the  other  chiefs 
to  flop  the  panic  of  the  troops, 
vii.163. 

Storiiifano,  king  of  Granada,  fa- 


ther of  Doralis,  in  the.  review, 
vi.  19. 

T, 

Tale  of  Geneura,  i«  6^t  t9  the 

end, 
'    '      of  Olympia,  iv.  393  to  jS8. 
— —  of  Ifabella,  v.  768  to  932. 
——of  the  Amazons,  ix.  674  to 

905. 
— —  of  Gabrina,  xi.  Sy  to  347. 
Tempest  defcribed,  ix,  304  to 

V. 

Voyage   of  Aftolpho  from  the 
Indies  to  the  Pcrfian   Gulph, 


vm.  39, 


Y.- 


yori,  duke  of,  in  the  battle,  vi, 
943- 

Z. 

Zerbino,  prince  of  Scotland,  in  the 
review,  iii.  804. 

—  his  love  for  Jfabella,  v.  804, 
— — is  in  Rinaldo's  army,  vi.  840. 

Unhorfed  in  the  battle,  and  in 
danger  of  being  ilain,  888. 
Refcued  by  Rinaldo,  999.  His 
valour,  1023. 
——in  the  general  battle,  vii. 
352.  Chaces  the  enemy.  Sur- 
prizes Medorp  and  Cloridano, 
543.  Purfues  the  knight  that 
wounded  Medoro,  637. 

—  ".■  meets  Marphifa  with  Ga- 
brina. Is  unhorfed  by  Mar» 
phifa,  and  receives  Gabrina  in 
charge,  x.  590/0  the  end* 

— -  meets  Hermonides,  and  un* 
horfes  him  in  defence  of  Ga- 
brina, xi.  1.  Hears  the  flory 
of  her  wicked  life,  67  •  Finds 
Pinabello  killed.  Is  accufed 
by  Gabrina  of  the  murder, 
379*     Saved   from  death   by 

Orlando, 
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OrIando»  460*  His  mcedng 
with  Ifabella,  ^45 . 
Zcririno{ecsOdonco  brought  bound 
to  him  by  Almonio  and  Coreba. 
Gets  Gabrioa  into  his  power, 
3tii»  I.  His  fentence  on  her 
and  GdoricQ.  124*    Finds  Or- 


lando's arms,  and  makes  a  tro* 
phy  of  them,  165,  Fiehts 
widi  Mandricardo  to  defend 
Orlando's  fword.  Is  wonnd* 
ed  in  many  places,  and  dies 
in  the  arms  of  IfabeHa,  2x3. 


END   OF   THE  FIRST  VOLUME. 


